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May 14th, 1905. J 


Secretary ef State. 
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Subject: Passport fraudulently ebtained by Aren Finkelstia 
He is found by Censul Fewler te have registered 
at the French Consulate at Tientsin as a Turkish 


subject. Full histery of the case. 
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KIN, CHINA. 


May 14th, 1903. 


John Hay, 
Secretary of State, 
Washington, D. C. 
Sir: 
* 
I have We honor to.transmit herewith, passport No. 
552, issued by me to one Aron Finkelstien, and afterward 
- taken up on the ground that it was procured by fraud and 
perjury, and that he was not an American citizen. Copy 
of his application was transmitted in my last account of 
passports. 
In June, 1901, he was registered at the French Con- 
} sulate in Tientsin, representing himself to be a Turkish 
subject, having been born in Constantinople in 1870. 
I enclose a copy and translation of the record made 
at the French Aste, and correspondence with Consul 
General Goodnow and Consul Fowler, which give very fully 
the history of the case. 


I have the honor to be, 
Sir, 


Your obedient servant, 
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Mr. Fowler to Mr.Conger, April 9th, 1903, with 
enclosures. 
lr. Conger to Mr. Fowler, April 15th, 1903. 
‘Mr, Fowler to Mr. Conger, April 15th, 1903. 
Mr. Conger to Mr. Goodnow, April 18th, 1903. 
Mr. Fowler to Mr. Conger, April 18th, 1903, 
Mr, Goodnow to Mr. Conger, April 28th, 1903. 
Mr. Conger to Mr. Goodnow, May 14th, 1903. 
Copy and Translation of Registration at French 
Consulate. 
Passport No. 552. 
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| "Enclosure v. J. In Despatch v. 2%. 
. ur. Fowler to Mr. Conger. 

3 Consulate of the United States, 
| Chefoo, April 9th, 1903. 


Honorable K. H. Conger, 

United States Minister, 

Peking. 
Sir: : 

I have the honor to enclose herewith copy of my tele- 
gram to you of April 7th, informing yo that I am satis- 
‘fied that passport No. 552 issued by you on an application 
from Shanghai was obtained by fraud. Up to this no reply 
instructing me to hold this passport pending investigation, 
as requested, has been received. (No. 1) 

About ten days ago, two men came here, one of whom I 4 
knew to be a most disreputable wretch. As I was buy I 
asked Mr. Emery to see what they wanted, he came to me and 
said that he wants protection as an American;" I said, 
"what is his name"(supposing he meant the stranger), to 
which he replied, "Mr. Finkelstien." I said, "I know that 
man's name, but what is the name of the American?" I was 
completely taken aback when told FPinkelstien. I said 
“Bonsense, he is a Turkish jew." So, I then saw Finkel- | 
stien myself. He told me that he had been to Shanghai 
and had got a passport at the Consulate General from Mr. 
Goodnow. I looked at him sharply to see if he was telling 
the truth, however, he said, I am an American subject, and 
I expect a passport, I asked Mr. Goodnow to send it to you 
Mr. Fowler." I could not believe him. About the first of 
this month he showed me an unsigned telegram from Shanghai 
stating . mailed, letter follows," and asked me to 
let him know when it came. On Saturday afternoon, April 4th 
he came in here ana presented your passport No. 552, issued 
Mareh 23rd, to Aron Pinkeletien(it having been sent to him 
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port I met recognize you as an American, but before I do 
860, I must be satisfied that you have a right to this 
passport." I enclose copy of the Memo. taken at the time. 
(Yo. 1. 

While this alone is conclusive proof to my mind of 
fraud, it does not adequately represent the conversation. 
To my query, oft repeateé, "What are you?" he would say, 

"IT ama jew." He could not tell how to get to Philadelphia 
or out of it, where it was, or what State it was in, nor 
could he describe a single thing. At this interview he 

was accompanied by a woman who is not married to him, yet 
is known as his wife. She is a Russian jewess and has 11 
in Port Arthur; she is as low a woman as one can con- 
‘ceive; but she is sharp and she is the brains of the gang. 
There was also another man by name of Teiffenburg and the 
woman's little girl, so it was difficult to get at the truth, 
The woman and Finkelstien asked me to get them married. 
She holds a passport No. 29 issued July SOth, 1900, by 
Pelham Warren, H.B.M. Acting Consul General, Shanghai, to 
Mrs. Bensinhon(?), nearly three years ago. 

Enclosure No. 3 is the sworn statement of Royal J. 
Spear, Acting Marshal of this Consulate, from which you 
will learn that Finkelstien had offered $2000 for an Aner- 
ican passport. 

Enclosure No. 4 is copy of a letter from the French 
Vice Consul here, from which you will learn that he was 
under French protection and held his French passport until 
after he had got yours. 

Enclosure No. 5 is a true copy of his French passport 
No? S{kindly loaned to me by Kk. Pila)issued by F. Pila, 
Vice Consul for France at this Port on the 26th of Noven- 
ber, 1902, upon one from the French Consulate at Tientsin, 
dated Woy. 18, 1901, referred to by Mr. Pila, by which you 
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born in Constantinople. 

Enclosure No. 6 is copy of.a letter from the Chinese 
owner of the Mascot Hotel dated Dec. 16, 1902, informing 
him that the native authorities wanted him to leave. 

About a year ago this man came to me in con ot ion with 
his house, as I am Senior Consul. I referred him to his 
Consul. ‘When he was turned out of the Mascot Hotel(which 
was a gambling den and resort for the vilest creatures en 
route to and from Port Arthur, and a constant source of com 
plaint because of the vileness of its patrons, its brawls 7 
and gambling, against which practically every Consul has | 
appealed to the Tactai)the woman came to me sobbing and 
appealed to me as"Senior Consul"to help her husband Finkel- 
stien. I told her I had no more right than any other Con- 
sul, I got no new rights as Senior Consul, and I was glad 
the crib was closed. From time to time I have received 
appeals against this place as "Senior Consul", but I did 
not directly interfere wxcept to stop the roulette table, 
which was owned by an American gambler from Manila, by 
which the clerks here were nightly robbed. 

It became necessary after the French Vice Conmgl re- 
fused to protect his hotel for him to get under some na- 
tionality,- he went to Shanghai in March and succeeded 
in gétting your passport. He states that one of his wit- 
nesses ig a man named Sterling, the other he does not know. 
Sterling, I am told, keeps a low class grog shop in Shang- 
hai. How ay one could be deceived by this man Finkelstien 
is a mystery. His English is very bad, his knowledge of 
the United States is absolutely nil. I am confident that 
he Was never in the United States, and that this man Ster- 
ling, and the other, tnknown, committed perjury if they 
swore they knew Aron Finkelstien in Philadelphia. 


I will stake my reputation that he never was an Amer- 
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It 4s not necessary for me to compare is tener 


, | f) 
‘Dliave*theepassport ; “when he presented it 1 told nix 
‘T-@hould have te Wer it for « fewdays. On his tat 


Monday last that hewas going “home,” I telegraphes yc, 
for I wanted your authority to hold the passport agains: 
his demands shoulé@be gake then. I Have been very careful 
not to eite his suspicions, because I did not wet hm am 
hie gat? to cover up their tracks before I wernt this c 
you. 

Finkelstien is known as aman who hives on tne pro 
~eeeds of women of 111 fame, and his clientele is cf tne 


lowest. 
I Rave the honor to de, 
Sir, 
Your obedient servar, 
(Signed) Jonn Fowler, 
: Conmil . 
Znciosures: - 


No. I. Tale to Minister, dated April 7th, 1905. 
No. 2.:iemo. (containing Pinkelatien's deposition) . 
No. 3. Sorn Statement of Mr. Spear. 

Zo. . @rench emu detter of April 7th, 1905. 
Ho. 5..Copy of Prench Passport. 


No. 6. Letter to Binkeletien from Chinese manager of 
hotel | 
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It is not necessary for me to compare his statements 
: 2 2 that they do not agree. 

I have the passport; when he presented it I told him 

I should have to keep it for a few days. On his stating 

. Monday last that he was going hone, I telegraphed you, 
for I wanted your authority to hold the passport against 
hie demands should he make them. I have been very careful 
not to excite his suspicions, because I did not vat him an 
his gang to cover up their tracks before I sent this to 
you. 

Finkelstien is known as a man who lives on the pro- 
ceeds of women of ill fame, and his clientele is of the 
lowest. 

I have the honor to be, 
Sir, 
Your obedient servant, 
(Signed) John Fowler, 


= Consul. 


Enclosures: - 
No. 1. Telegram to Minister, dated April 7th, 1905. 
No. 2. Memo. (containing Finkelstien's deposition). 
No. 3. Sworn Statement of Mr. Spear. 
No. 4. French Consul's letter of April 7th, 1903. 
No. 5. Copy of French Passport. 


No. 6. Letter to Finkelstien from Chinese manager of 
Hotel. 
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Satisfied passport 552 issued by you on application from 
Shanghai obtained by fraud, dont believe helder ever in 

Phidelphia or America. Ascertain his record French Consuls 
Tientsin and wire ‘dnatrueting me hold same pending in- 


” 


vestigatien. 
(Signed) Pewler. 


Chefoo, April 7th, 1903. 
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(Enclosure No. 2 in Ne. fs) 
Chefeo, April (th, 1903. 
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Deposit ten of Aron Pinkelstien:- 

tr eas born in Philadelphia, 350 Merket Street 
in 1871. My father is living in 
Philadelphia; he has a carpenter's store there eon No. 35 3 
Market Street, Phidelphia. I left Phidelphia two years 
ago. I lived twenty nine years in Phidelphia. I lived an 
my life practically in America. Prom Philadelphia I went 
to New York., thence to Hamburg per "Furst Bismark". Fron 


T am 32 years of age. 


Hamburg I want to Port Said where I lived all around that 


vicinity. I lived about one year in Turkish Territory. Frm 


Fron Port Said I went te Singapere, then te Manila. I was 
a few days at Singapore, twe months at Manila. I came to 
China abeut a year ago; Shanghai te Tientsin, frem there te 
Chefeo. I have known Mrs. Bensinhen abeut six years ago 
in Philadelphia. 
Mr. Tiefenberg * met in Shanghai. 


We left Philadelphia tegether. 


Why did you claim French pretectien? 

When we arrived at Pert Said, every passenger was re- 
quired te obtain a permit“ (?) which I used as a passport 
in the Boxer trouble. 

Mr. Sterling was ene of the witnesses at the Censulate 
General certifging that he knew me in Philadelphia. There 
Was alse anether witness whose name I forget. Mr. Ster- 
ling swore before Mr. Geodnow and Mr. White that he knew 
me in Philadelphia. He teld Mr. Goodnew that he knewall 
my fapily | in Philadelphia, including my sister (married) 
living in New Haven; who is a music Master. His name 
is Vonoreff (t) 

I was only 5 or 6 days in Singapore about a year age. 
I was in Manila one month about a year ago, I was never in 
Nagasaki. ‘I swear that I was never in Japan. 


voted in Philadelphia. My occupation was a turner. 


I never 
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22 
1 — leis it geographically. Tt is a large 
place. 1 ‘eannet explain what the ee are like as I 
40 no t knew enough English te do so. 1 learnt my English 
sinee I have been in the East. 
What is the name ef the you ver e born in? 


Philadelphia. 
What country is Philadelphia in? 
x x x 


I went from Philadelphia te New York. New York is America. 
The President at my ti me Was Mr. McKinley. He lived in 


Newyorki It took me’ three days by train from Philadelphia 


te New York. 
flew far is Philadelphia from the Water. 


I can't tell you. 
What is the principal business in Philadelphia? 
Peddling. 
I can't tell you where Philadelphia is. I only know that 
my father is in America. T did not know the other witness 
whe appeared at the. Censulate General, but he knew me. I 
knew Mr. Sterling in Philadelphia and met him in Manila 
abeut a pear ago. 
(Sed) Aren Finkelstien. 
Subscribed & swern te before me this 4th day of April,1905 
(Sgd) John Fewler, 
J. 8. Consul. 
A true Copy. 
H. A. J. Emery. 
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5 (ine lesure No. 3 in Ne. A. 
Last year in August or Sept., while at the"Hotel Mascot’, 
Mr. Pinkelstien (The Manager) who informed that he was a 
French subject er at least pretected by the French Consul 
and wishing te become an American citizen or be pretected 
by the American Government, asked me if I could inform him 
ef any way he could beceme an Ameriean citizen er obtain an 
American Passport. I asked him if he (Mr. Pinkelstien) ws 
burn in America, alse whether he had resided there the time 
prescribed by law and had obtained Naturalization Certifi- 
cate, he replied he was not bern there nor had he ever been 
there, but that he could get parties te swear that he was 
bern there. I informed him I thought it impossible for 
him to procure an American passpert, or become an American 
citizen on those greunds. Nothing more was said regarding 
the affair until I was appointed Marshal of the U. 8. 
Consulate at Chefoo, when Mr. Finkelstien again asked me 
how he might become a citizen of the United States, saying 
he had had certain trouble with the Taotai regarding the 
Hotel he was then managing of, and the French Consul had 
refused te pretect hin. I informed him so far as I knew 
or Was concerned it was impossible for him te become an 
American citizen. He then offered me a bribe of $2000 Mex 

jean if I would by any means ebtain for him an American 
Passpert, which I refused te accept. 

(Signed) R. J. Spear. 
Consulate ef:the United States, 
Chefeo, March 27th, 1903. 
Subscribed and sworn te before m this 27th day ef March, 
1903. 
(sgd) John Fowler, 
N U. S. Consul. 

A true copy. 
H. A. J. Emery. 
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(Copy) 
Viee-Censulate 
de 
Pranee. Tehe-fou le 7th April, 1903. 


* 


My dear colleagues: 

Aron Pinkelstien was under the preteetion of 
the French Vice Consulate at Chefoo, as a Turkish subject, 
and because, when arrived here in 1902, he held a passpert 
delivered by the French Consul at Tientsin. This passport 
having fallen inte disuse, I renewed it on the 26th of last 
November, Meanwhile, however, I had several times to com 
Plain of A. Pinkelstien, whose hotel (Hotel Masecott) was ef 
ill repute and was the object of the neighborhood's pretes- 
tatien. Despite of my remonstrances this man did nothing ® 
amelorate his hotel. Then, I informed the Taotai that the 
French pretectien sheltered only Finkelstien's person and 
net his business, and one day as I was insulted by a woman 
who always accompanies your new protege and gives herself 
out to be his wife, I decided to withdraw entirely the pre- 
tection of my Consulate from him, by striking him out frem 
my register and by claiming baek his passpert (5th March, 
1903). Théreupon he left for Shanghai, without sending me 
back this paper; no-doubt but that he deemed it expedient 
to keep the same until he could succeed in getting the 
pretectien ef another nation; in effect, the pretectien of 
a Consulate whatever is necessary that he should manage the 
new hotel which he intends te open at the corner of Sinf tas 
street and Mr. Lavrientieff's office. 
The day before yesterday, only, he sent me back his 


passport/ and at the same time I heard frem you that he is 
claiming just new the American pretection. Between our- 
Ne r bec brea Colleague, it is more detrimental than ad- 
| et some people of this kind. 


I have,etc. 
(ga) F. Pila. 
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ont Ordinaire, 
Sourcils Chatains, 


Yeux, 
Ordinaire, 
3ouche Moyepne, 
rasée, 

nton rond, 

Visage ovale, 

eint claire, 
Signes Particuliers 
grain sur la joue 


as. 


Signature du porteur: 
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VICR-CONSULAT DE FRANCE 
- 
rom vou. 
Au Yom 
‘DU r FRANCAIS 


Nous Vice-Consul de France à Tche-fou 
(Chine), prions Mes officiers Civils et Mil- 
itaires des pays amis ou allies de la Repub- 
lique frangaise de laisser passer librement 
Monsieur Finkelstein, sujet Ottoman ne a 
Constantinople rdsidant u Tehe-fou, et de 
lui donner aide et protection en cas de 
besoin. 

Le present passport valable une année 
a eté délivre sur le 
delivre par le Consulat de France a Tient- 
sin, le 18 Nov. 1901. 

Tohe-fou, le 26 Novembre, 1902. 


vu d'un passeport 


Le Vice Consul de France, 
(Sed) 7. Pila. 
(Seal of Vice Consulat de France) 


Quitt. No. 173. 
Date 26 Nov. Os. 


Art 153. 
Tarif Obs. 
15 F.0.C. 
Percu. 
7. P. 
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Chefoo, April 8th, 1903. 


„ the undersigned, Consul of the United States at Chefoo, China, do 
ere that I have compared the above and foregoing copy with 
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to me this day and that it is a true and 
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Chefeo, December 16th, 1902. 


Dear Mr. Finkelstien, 
mee. 


I am very sorry to say that the sub-Magistrate ms 
been ordered by the Taotai te summon ed me twice going 


0 ‘his Yamen last night stating that the German Censul again 
yi wrote te Taotai wants you leave the house as sn as pos- 
* ‘sible. 

now the Sub-Magistrate has limit me in 3 days wishing 
é me leave the heuse if you are net, the said sub-Magistrate 
5 wants clese my hetel and punish me, no doubt we are 411 
* geod frigds you must favor me te leave the house in 3 days. 
0 Otherwise if yeu will net leave the heuse in 3 days 
* you must going with me te the French Consulate, request 
N ing In te write te Taetai beg him te step such case, 
N Please give me an answer assoon as possible & oblige 
8 I am, Sir, | 


Tours faithfully, 
E-Ching Hetel. 
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“Mr. Conger: to Mr. Fowler, 


eeeeseecaaeseceeee 


; Cen. Ne. 1840. 


Legation of the United States ef America, 
Peking, China. 
: April 13th, 1903, 
John Fowler, Esquire, 
United States Consul, 
Chefoo. 
Sir: 

I confirm overleaf our recent telegraphic correspend-~ 
ence eveseahun 00 Ne. 552, fraudulently obtained by 
one Aron Finkelstien, and acknowledge receipt ef your full 
report of baie case of the 9th instant. N 

Tour act ien is appreved. Tou should lay the case 
before the French Consul, where he ought te be convicted of 
and punished fer perjury. 

Please returr dne passport te this Legation, and also 
advise Consul Miller of Newehwang, and Commercial Agent 
Langhorne at Dalny, to be on the loekout for him should he 


put in an appearance in Manchuria. 


T an, 


Sir, 
Yours respectfully, 


(Sed) Be H. Conger 
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Telegram Received. —__ 

Chef eo, April 7th,1905. 

Conger, 
Peking. 

Satisfied passport 552 issued by you on 
application from Shanghai obtained by fault fraud. Don't 
siden holder ever Philadelphia or America/ Ascertain 
his record French Consulate Teintsin and wire instructing 
me hold same pending investigation. 

(Sgd) Fowler. 
Telegram sent. 
Peking, April lith, 1903. 
Powler, 
Chefoo. 

One Aron Finkeistien registered French 
Consulate 1900. Secure and retain passport number 552 until 

until satisfied it is not for same person. 


(Signed) Conger. 
„%%% „„%„„ „6 „65 
Telegram Received. 
Chefoe, April llth, 1903. 
Conger, 
Peking. 
Pull report with proofs of fraud mailed you en ninth. 
Undeubtedly same persen passport in my possession. 
(Signed) Fowler. 
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Consulate of the United States, 
Chefoo, April 15th, 1903. 


Hon. B. H. Conger, 
United States Minister, 
Peking. 
Sir: 

In compliance with the instruetion contain d in your 
despateh Ne. 1840 ef the 135th instant, I new have the 
hener te return herewith passpert Ne. 552, fraudulently ob- 
tained by one Aren Finkelstien. 

T beg alse to state that I have duly communicated with 
our Censul Qt Nowehvans and the Commercial Agent at Dalny 
upon the subject, and will lay the matter before the French 
Censul as you direct. 

1 have the honor te de, 
Sir, 
Your obedient servant, 
(Signed) John Fowler, 
Consul. 
Enclosure: 


Passport Ne. 552, dated March 23, 
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Con. No. 1846. 
Legation of the United States of America, 
Peking, China. 


April 18th, 1903. 


John Goodnow, Esquire, 
U. S. Consul General, 
Shanghai. 
Sir: 

An application for a passport dated Mareh Zrd was re- 
cently received from your office from an Aron Pinkelstien 
claiming to be a native American merehant, residing in 
Philadelphia. 

The Cae senscen being in due form, the passport was 
issued. It has since been withdrawn, as I have discovered 
that Pinkelstien was registered in the French Consulate at 1 
Tientsin as a Turk. He also appears te speak little or . 
no English, and te de quite ignorant even of the situatien 
of Phidelphia. 

His identification is signed by G. Sterling, Travel- 
Jer es Hotel, Shanghai, and I should be gald to have you fim 

out and report about this persen: if pessible. 

It is very desirable that great care should be exer¢ 
cised to prevent the issue of passports te any ene whe are ; 
not, beyond a question, legally entitled te then, 

I am, 
Sir, 
Yours respectfully, 
(Signed) F. H. Conger/ 
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eu of the United States, 

Chefoo, April 18th, 1903. 
Hon. k. H. Conger, b N 
‘United States Minister, 
Peking. ? 


Sir:- 

As reported in my No. 540 of April 15th, I, in ae~ 
cordance with your instructions of the 15th instant, laid 
the case of Pinkelstien before the French Consul, and now 
have the henor te eneclese copy of his reply, frem which you 
will learn that he declines te have heathine further to do 
with t his man. 

I have no doubt but that yeu have alse sent this case 
te the Censul General and that the parties guilty of false 
swearing in Shanghai, if any, will be punished. The appii- 

catien you received, will, of course prove whether or not 
the man Sterling is implicated as stating on oath that he 
knew Finkelstien in Philadelphia, etc. As Sterling is, 

I believe, an American eftizen ( I read of a case some time 
age in which he was before Mr. Goodnow, which would seem 
te indieate that he is an American citizen) it eught not 

te be difficult for Mr. Goodnow te punish hin. 

The gravity of this case is easily seen when we ren- 
ember that if Finkelstien had presented your passport te 
any other Censul, where the factsef his previous record were 
not known, that U. 8. Consul would have had te recognize 
him as a citizen of the United States; thus he would have 
accomplished by undetected perjury what other men spend 
sums of money and five years to obtain-gitizenship. 


Moreover, T am told that there is another man, suppesd 


large 


te be in Nagasaki at present, by name of Blumenthal whe ale 
has an American passport obtained the same way. Whether 
or not this is true, or where he got the passport I do not 
dne, but I was warned by the Austrian Consul here of hin. 
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core. 


the honor te be, 


Si „ 


Your obedient servant, 
(Signed) John Fowler, 
Consul. 
Enclosure: 
Letter from Freue h Consul, 18. 4.03. 


-* 


se ; N 8 ” K — 
1 — te eb A * 4 

4 r r a i 

St J 8 ° Me ty ‘ a . * * 


e 


* 


tod of Fetten sa? eved T 
atte - 1? Gat ee 1 e 


nv ebe d% SEY r 
¢ 


4e TLWoNT uot (enges) 
„Iten 
“iy go Lont 
80. K. 1 „Trend d e Wert ret 
e 880 0 


. = 4 - 
Pers. Org! 


Tehe-fou, 18th April, 1903. 
1 . 

1 dos te acknowledge the receipt of your letter 
dated the 16th of this month. 

T will have no more connexion with the named Finkelstia 
even in order te prosecute him. Besides, he was already 
struek out from my register of the French preteges, when 
he commi tted his perjury. This erime seems to have been 
committed chiefly against you, and if yeu can punish the 
culprit, it is certain it will serve un right. 

I have the honor te be, 
My dear Colleague, 


Your obedient servant, 


(sgd) y. Pilea. 
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47 Cee ur, Geotnow to Mr. Conger, 


— United States of America 
8 „ April 28th, 1903. 
Hon. I. H. Conger, 


E. E. & X. Fie U. 8. A., 
Peking. 


Sir: 
Replying to your No. 1846:- 
I used all care possible before I sent you A. Finkel- 
stein's application for a passport. He brought with him 
to identify him G. Sterling, an American who keeps a Hotel 
called "The Travellers," and Sterling said that he knew 
Finkelstein's family in Philadelphia in 1882, and Finkel- 
stein made oath that he was born in Philadelphia, and that 
his father, 0. Finkelstein, lives at #550 Market St., 
Phila. 
On receipt of your despatch I sent again for both men 
who reaffirm their statements in the most positive manner, 
and Finkelstein says that he has two brothers in Philadel- 
phia and a sister in New Haven, Ct. He says that in Egypt 
he got from that Govt. «a paper such as is necessary to 
go through the Suez Canal, and at Tientsin he started a 
canteen among the French soldiers and used his Egyptian 
paper to get protection in that 8 He is quite 
frank about it, but does not see how he loses citizenship 
in the U. 8. thereby. 
I an, a 
Sir, 
Your obedient servant, 
(Signed) John Goodnow, 
Consul General. 
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melesure No. ), In Despaten 0 / 2% 
ui. Conger to Mr. Goodnow. 
p 6% „6 „ „„„* 
Con. Mo. 1907. 
Legation ef the United States of America, 
Peking, May 14th, 1903. 
John Gootmow , Esquire, 
United States Consul General, 
| Shanghai. 
Sir: 1 
With reference to the query of Aren Finkelstien in 


your No. 487, as te how he leses citizenship in the United 
States, I reply that he camot have citizenship in two 
places at the same time any more than he can be born at 
substantially the same time, at twe places en opposite side 
ef the glebe, te beth of which impessibiligies he has 
made solemn declarations since he came te China. 

Tf he was bern in Philadelphia, as he alleges in his 
application fer a passport, he ought te be arrest ed and 
punished by the United _tates Consular Court fer perpetrat- 
ing a fraud on the French Consulate at Tientsin, and if he 
was bern at Constantinople as he declared before the French 
Censul, then he ought te be tried by the French Court fer 
perjury before you. 

1 have the honor te be, 
Sir, 


Your ebedient servant, 


(Signed) B. HK. Conger. 
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ego .H ( berry £2 ) 


May 11, 1903. , 8 5 
trat du registre d'immatriculation des Francais et = 5 
Wo. 128. Finkelsten, Aaron. 
June 1901. Sujet ture, né a Constantinople en 

1870, file de Finkelsten, immatriculd sur 

a demande et sur la présentation d'un pas- 


* 
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port. 
(Signe) Aron Finke ls tin. 
Va le Consul de France, 
Tientsin le 11 mai, 1903. 
Leduc. 
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turkish subject, born at Constantinople in 
cage son of Finkelstein, registered at his own request 
_ and on the presentation of passport. — 
Signed: Aaron Finkelstein. 
Viewed by the Consul de France, 
Tientsin, May llth, 1903. 
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(For No. 176.) Fee for Paseport, - - - $2.00" 
; oa Fee for filling out applica- 

tiom im duplicate. so” 
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ates. 1 Nee, Qhumernthad a native and loyal citizen of the United 
States, hereby apply to the- A of the United States at Jose Gahan 


for a passport for myself, accompanied by my wie Nena OlawenKe! —and—mines 
thildeen_as_tollows— oa oe 
— — — — * „An 


I solemnly swear that I was born ab- H Yor Cry in the State 


* 


of. Tne Gow on or about the. day of. Meena ae 73; 
that my father is a eiten of the United States; that I am domiciled in the 


United States, my permanent residence being at Viana beeen — ., in the 


State of ss , where I follow the occupation of. Lenten 


that I left the United States on the. C _day of __Gfansd aad am few 


temporarily sojourning . 1 PP 
Raseport No . ⁵ — . 233322 


of. 1 ; that I intend to return to the United States within 


Ware tang ih the purpose of residing and performing the duties of citizen- 
ship therein; and that I desire the passport for the purpose of pratintuna 1 


OATH OF ALLEGIANCE. 


Further, I do solemnly swear that I will support and defend the Constitution of the United } 
States against all enemies, foreign and domestic; that I will bear true faith and allegiance to 
the same; and that I take this obligation freely, without any mental reservation or purpose of 


evasion: So help me God. ? , 0 
Crveulake of THE UNITED STATES r 


Sworn to before me, thie 8O™ day of Olean Ww. pa 


3 Salk . ao 


Granular DESCRIPTION OF APPLICANT. 
Age D5 years. Mouth: . 


Statue: feet, inches, Eng. Chin: may — 
Forehead RUN UN Hair: 


Eyes: : ren * Complexion: 4: Sm 
Nose N Face al — 
IDENTIFICATION. 


P 0 


I hereby certify that I know the above-named 
personally, and know to be a native-born citizen of the United States, and that the facts 
stated in h. . affidavit are true to the best of my knowledge and belief. 


* 
2 
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ES OF AMERICA, 


May 14th, 1 
CHIEF CLERK, ‘\ 


* Secretary of State. : 


vy 
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Subject: Russian demands in Manchuria. Referring to No. 


1284, of the Nen whtimo. Prince Ch'ing still 


maintains that the Chinese would gladly open 


3 a a 7 ot 


Manchurian Ports but for strong objections by 


the Russian Charge 4'Affaires. Confidential 


ee ee oe |, i 5 He te Eee 


assurances. Inexplicable declaration of the. 


Russian Authorities. Opening of the Ports still 


insisted on in our Treaty. Confirming Legation 


Telegram of May 7th. 


LEGATION OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA, 
PEKIN, CHINA. 


May 14th, 1905. 


To the Honorable 
John Hay, 
Secretary of State, 
Washington, D. C. 
Sir: 

Referring to my No. 1284, of the 4th instant, and con- 
firming overleaf my telegram of May 7th upon the same sub- 
ject, I have the honor to report that on last Sunday, Prince 
n ing, whose son was dying and himself 111, sent Mr. Lien- 
fang, the Senior Secretary of the Wai Wu Pu, to inform me 
that China was perfectly willing to open the Manchurian 
Ports, and especially so because the United States Bovern- 
ment, to whose friendship she owed so much, desired it, but 
that the Russian Charge d'Affaires informed him that Russia 
had strong objection and would consider it a serious af- 
front should it be done. Therefore, should they open them 
in the face of Russian opposition, she would make this an 
excuse for not withdrawing her troops, and thus the situa- 
tion was a most difficult one for China, and she dared not 


open the Ports at present. 


untl. 


But he assured me very confidentially that China would 


her own accord, open them after evacuation, But as the 


time 
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time for final evacuation of the Northern Province does 


.» 7 
Fe eas % 


| sot Sayers wacee e it en 20 that we 
i must put off the completion of our Treaty until after that 
date, or else leave out the Manchur ian Ports. 

The declaration of the ncaa Authorities to you that 


- 


they have absolutely no objections to opening these Ports 
10 certainly inexplicable in face of the indisputable facts 
that their Charge d'Affaires is, in the name of his Govern- 
ment,. strenuously objecting, and, moreover, is n 
preventing the Chinese from opening the Ports at the sug- 
gestion of the United States. 

A test of the sincerity of the declarations made to 
you would be to formally ask the Russian Government to 
make the same declarations to the Chinese Government. 

IT again repeated to Lien-fang the deciaration made to 
you, said we insisted on naming these ports in our Treaty, 


and that I would report the matter to my Government. 


I have the honor to be, 
Sir, 


Your obedient servant, 


Telegram sent. (Cipher) 


Peking, May 7th, 


Secstate, Washington ; 


* . TAS a th 


Seventh. Russian Charge a’ Affaires is still insist 


od elan G Aon 
ing with the Chinese Government that no 11 ports 


shall be opened, saying that it woula ts considered by 
Russia serious affront, therefore . NN dare not 


them in Treaty. ITF E Minister for Foreign ae 
is sincere in his declarations to you, he shoulda wire cor- 
responding instructions to Charge a'affaires here. 


(Signed) Conger. 
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$ V CHIEF CLERK, 
JUN 24 1903 May 14th, 1903. 


N 


Secretary of State. | 


JUN 27 1903 


Subject: Reoccoupation of the Newchwang district by the 
Russians. Continuing despatch No. 1289, of May 
9th. Confirming Legation Telegram of the 9th. 


Mr. Miller's mistaken report and his explanation. 


LEGATION OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA, 
PEKIN, CHINA. 


4 


May 14th, 1903. 


To the Honorable 


John Hay, 


Secretary of State, 


Washington, D. C. 


Continuing the subject matter of my despatch No. 1289, 
of the 9th instant, I confirm my telegram of May 12th as 


follows: 
Secstate, Washington. 

Twelfth. With reference to my telegram of ninth, 
Miller explains that Russians returned only the usual force 
kept at Newchwang before evacuation commenced, that his 
reports of reoccupying and strengthening forts were inex- 


cusably erroneous, which is much to be regretted. 


> 


(Signed) Conger. 
I also enclose copy of Mr. Miller's despatch Wo. 193, 
of the 9th instant, explaining how he made the error. 

It is very much to be regretted that just at a time 
when the Russians are vigorously denying our correct and 
easily provable assertions, that misinformation should be 
sent from here, but I have always found Mr. Miller so ac- 


curate and reliable that I sent on his statements with 
ansolute confidence in their verity. 
I have the honor to be, Sir, 


Your obedient servant, 


y a. aS ees. 
22 e > 


: Seri. 
89 1 r ‘ 
. 2 


9 closure 10. ‘Ne. Despatch 0 26. 
Mr. Miller te Mr. Conger. 


* 


Ne. 193. 
Consulate of the United States, 
Newehwang, China, May 9th, 1903. 

Hon. I. H. Conger, 

RB. RE. and K. P. of the U. 8. A., 

Peking, @hina. 

Sir: 

I have te akknowledge your telegran, 

"Peking, May Sth, 1903. 

Other Censuls confirm not your reports ef reeccupation 
foritfications, ete. Telegraph particulars immediately." 

My reply which „ was, “Fortifications not 
reoccupied. Despatch correcting mailed sixth." 

I now beg to explain that the evacuation of troops 
at Newchwang and surrounding country, as far north as Liao 
Yang and South te the line of territery leased by Russia, 
and been complete with the except ien ef about one hundred 
retained in Newchwang. At the railway station of the 
Russian Settlement only eighteen seldiers or railway guard: 
remained. The fort at the mouth of the Liace was comletely 
abandoned, troops acress the river frem Tien Chwang-tai 
had been withdrawn. 

In Newchwang where five hundred troops ordinarily 
were stationed, only ene hunmired remained, and even the 
band had been withdrawn. The sentinels on the walls and 
* police threughout the city had been withdrawn., 
the usual sanitary direction ef troops had been abandoned, 
and issuance ef the usual preclamations by the Administrate 

had ceased. 

For several days before the date of my despatch the 
treops had been returning, snetinels were put back upen the 
walls, guards theroughly established throughout the city 
as before, the band returned, efficers' quarters were re- 
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fitted, ete., and on the morning of the fifth the cavalry 


force returned and took up their old quarters, and the 
city was completely reoccupied as before evacuation; hence 
my report that the Russians ad returned in force to New- 
chwang. | 

The man who had previeusly hea the beef contract was 
advised that treop Ne. 5 were to return to their old sta- 


tien on the river eppésite Tien Chwang-tai, and he was 


Mrect ed to again provide beef for them, and was requested 
te bid on Supplying beef again for the treops threughout 
that district. 

Hence my report that troops Ne. 5 were ordered back to 
Tien Chwang-tai, and bids were being asked for large sup- 
plies of beef on foot. 

The report Should have been that treop No. 5 are or- 
fered back te their old post across the river from Tien 
Chwang-tai. 

For several days previous te the date of my despatch 
several small bands of cavalry scouts numbering from twenty 


‘te sixty bad been seen along the coast in the vicinity of 


the fort by Chinese and foreigners, and I saw three of 
these bands on separate days enter the city, coming from 
the vicinity of the forts. On the fourth it Was rumoured 
throughout the city that they had re-eccupied the forts and 
breught twe pieces of artillery. 

On the morning ef the fifth I engaged a Chinese to go 
to the fort and nale an examination of the situation and 
report te me. At twe e'clock P. K. he reported to me that 
he had only been able to get within half a mile of the fort 
where he wns turned back by the Russian guard, but that he 
saw many soldiers and two big guns; hence my report that 
the fort had been reoccupied with large guns. 

On the morning of the sixth I received another re- 
port to the effect that the quarters for troops at the fort 
were entirely demolisjed, ahdthat no treops were th ere, 

but 
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5 but that two artillery guns hed been there recently; hence 
my report of the sixth that the fort was not reoccupied. 

The report ef a large bedy ef troops guarding the coast 

line referred te treops stationed within the leased ter- 
ritery of Russiaj.. Only iia bands ef scouts and not 
settled bedies of treeps were —_ * te be along the coast 
outside of the leased district. 

The despatch was meant to comvey to you the fact that 
the Russians were returning in full force as before the 
evacuation, and were carefully guarding all the coast line 
of the peninsula. 3 
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The city is now eccupied as before evacuation, and 
edicts and preclamations are being issued as before. 
The report: regarding the occupation of the fert at 
the mouth ef the river Liae was not true, and it was a 
grievous error on my part te heme res. 
I have the honor te be, 
Sir, 


Your ebedient servant, 


(Sed) Henry B. Miller, 
U. S. Consul, Newchwan ps. 
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LEGATION OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA, UN 27 1909 
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CHIEF CLERK, 
JUN 24 1903 


Department of State. 
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May 16th, 1903. 


Subject: The loss of the ship.Kowshing. Thanks of the 
Chinese Government for the arbitration of the 
Claim for the loss of the ship Kowshing by the 


n Joseph Choate. 
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LEGATION OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA. 
N PEKIN, CHINA. 


May 16th, 1903, 
To the Honorable 
John Hay, 
Secretary of State, * 
Washington, D. 0. 
Sir: 

With reference to the arbitration of the claim of the 
British Government for the loss of the ghip Kowshing, by 
the Hon. Joseph Choate, United States Ambassador to Great 
Britain, I have now the honor,.at the request of the Chin- 
ese Govermment, to convey to you its sincere s for 
the interest taken by the United States Government, and 
for the kind assistance of Ambassador Choate. 

I enclose herewith a copy of the despatch from the 
Foreign Office, and request that its substance may be for- 
warded to Ambassador Choate. 

I have the honor to be, 
Sir, 


Your obedient servant, 


Enclosure; 
Foreign Office to . Conger, May léth, 1905. 
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v. 0. No. 486. 


Despateh from the Foreign Office te 
Hen. B. H. cenger, U. 8. UMnts ter, in re 
Settlement of the Kowshing Case. 
E 


In the matter ef the claims for the British ship "Kao- 
sheng (Kewshing?) seme time age, after consultating with 
your Honorable Gevernment, it was agreed te request the 
U. 8. Minister in Great Britain, Hen, Joseph H. Choate, te 
arbitrate the case. He umfertook the matter and gave his 
assistance in bringing about an understanding, which is 
highly appreciated. As a result the British Minister, 

Sir Erm st Satew, asked that 533, 00 and more sheuld be 
paid in settlement ef the case. Our Board, noting that tk 
amount asked was a reduction by ene-half of the sum ori- 
ginally demanded, at ence agreed te cempremise se as to 
settle the case, and thereupon directed the Shanghai faotai 
te pay out the sum named. On the 16th of the Fourth Moon 
ef the present year (May 12th) we received a despatch from 
Mr. Townley, the British Charge d'Affaires, saying that he 
had received instructions from the British Foreign Office 
telling Mn that payment had been received and that it was 
n eped he weuld accordingly clese the case, 

On receipt of this despateh we noted that in regard 
to this case we have for a long time had the kind assist~ 
ance ef Yeur Honorable Gevernment, and that it has now been 
amicably settled. 

As in duty beund, we new send this despateh for Your 
Excellency's infermatien, and have te request that you wil! 
convey to Your Honorable Gevernment and to Hon. Joseph 
H. Choate the sincere thanks of all of us, Both Prince and 
Ministers, by which we shall be greatly obliged. | 


A Necessary despatch. 
Kuanghau Wx Year, Fourth Meon, 18th Day. (May 14th, 1903) 
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LEGATION OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA 
PEKIN, CHINA. 
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CHIEF CLERK, 
18 JUN 24 1903 


Denar oo ge 
Mr. Conger to the — 
Secretary of state. Ni : 


Bubject: Russian Military Order allowing strangers to tray 
el in the Province of Moukden, Manchuria, without 


the special permits heretofore required. 


LEGATION’ OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA, 
PEKIN, CHINA. 


May 16th, 1903, 


_ To the Honorable 


JohnHay, 
8 of State, 
Washington, D. C. 
sir: 

I have the honor to tranaemit herewith a copy and a 
translation of a note received from the Russian Charge 
a*affaires announcing that strangers desiring to travel in 
the province of Moukden, 0. are no longer required 
to obtain permits from the Russian Military Authorities. 


I have the honor to be, 
| Sir, 
Your obedient servant, 
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Legation Imperiale de Russie en Chine, 9 
Pekin, le 12 vei (29avr.) 1903. | 5 


Monsieur le Ministre et Doyen: i 

L'Amiral Alexeeff, Chef Superieur du territoire du 
Kouantoung, mia informe que la plupart des troupes russes 
ayant evacué la province de Moukden, il a cru devoir par 
un ordre du jour en date du 23(10)Avril dernier, abroger 
toutes les restrictions introduites par un de ses ordres 
precedants en vertu duquel les etrangers etaient obliges 
de se munir d'un permis special de la part des autorites 
de cette region. 

En portant ce qui precede & la connaissance de Votre 
Excellence pour le cas ou vous trouverez utile d'en faire 
part a nos honorables collegues, je s@isis la presente 
occasion pour Vous réiterer, Monsieur 1e Ministre et Doyen, | 
assurance de ma haute considération. 


„ (Signee) Georges de Plancon. 


Son Excellence, 
Mr. E. H. Conger, ~ 


Ministre des Etats Unis, Doyen, etc., etc, 
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moelesure No, In Despatch No. . 


Imperial Russian Legation in China, . r 
being, 12 May(29 april) 1903. | 
ur. Minister and Dean: 

Admiral Alexieff, Commanding Officer of the territory 
of Kwangtung, has informed me that the greater part of 
the Russian troops having been withdrawn from the Province 
‘of Moukden, he has thought it his duty, by an order of the 
day dated the 235rd(10th) April last, to abrogate all the 
restrictions introduced by one of his former orders, by 
virtue of which strangers were obliged to provide themselve 
with a special permit from the Authorities of this region. 

While bringing the foregoing to the notice of Your 
Excellency in the case that you mag... find it desirable 
to impart it to our Honorable Colleagues, I seize the 


present cecasion to renew, Mr. Minister and Dean, the 
assurance of my highest consideration. 


(Signed) G. de Plancon. 


His Excellency, 2 N 
Mr. R. H. Conger, 
Minister of the United States, Dean, etc., etc. 
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Secretary of State, A) 
Washington. 


18th.British chargé d'Affaires has been instructed 
to notify Chinese Government that Great Britain, regard- 


less of the action of other powers, will accept silver 
in payment of indemnity for nine years, leaving the 
question of paying or canceling of the difference be- 
tween gold and silver to be settled at some future time. 
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eciphered hy C.C's Office, May 19, 1905. 9:30 
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LEGATION OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA, 
PEKIN, CHINA. 


May 20th, 1903, 


Mr. Conger to the 


Secretary of State. 


Subject: Admission of Chinese to the United States in con- 
nection with the Louisiana Purchase Exposition. 
Acknowledging Department Instruction Wo, 641, 


of March 18th. 
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LEGATION OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA, 
PEKIN, CHINA. 


May 20th, 1903. 


| To the Honorable 


4 


John Hay, 


Secretary of State, 
Washington, D. C. 
Sir: 

I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of De- 
partment Instruction No. 641, of March 18th, transmitting 
a copy of a pamphiet containing regulations of the Treas-~- 
ury Department relating to the exclusion of the Chinese, 
in reply to my No. 1194, of January 22nd, 19035, asking 
what special provisions had been made with regard to Chin- 

800 participants in or visitors to the Louisiana Purchase 
Exposition. 
I have the honor to be, 
Sir, 


Your obedient servant, 
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LEGATION OF THE UNITED STATES OF AME 1 
PEKIN, CHINA. 


JUL 2 1903 
May 22nd, IC 


DIPLOMATIC ] 


| L 8 1903 
Mr. Conger to the 


BUREAU. N 


Secretary of State. 


Subject: Payment of the indemity by the Chinese, 
The British Government will accept silver for 
nine years, details to be settled later. 


Confirming Legation Telegrag of May 18th. 
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LEGATION OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA, 
PEKIN, CHINA. | 


May 22nd, 1905. 


To the Honorable 


, — 


John * Cntr CLERK, 
Hay N 
é JUN E1903 
Secretary of State, @ Dopait Ment ot viate. 


Washington, D. C. 
Sir: : 
I have the honor to confirm my telegram of the 18th 


instant, as follows: 
Secstate, Washington. 
Bighteenth. British charge d'Affaires has been in- 
structed to notify the Chinese Goverment that Great Brit- 
ain, regardless of the action of other Powers, will scuspt 


silver in payment of indemnity.for nine years, leaving the 
question of paying or cancelling of the difference between 
gold and silver to be settled at some future time. 

a (Signed) Conger. 


The British Charge informs me that he has consulted 
most of his other Colleagues upon the question, and they 
are seeking instructions from their Governments. Most of 
them, however, tell me that they do not believe their Gov- 
ernmments will take like action. 


I have the honor to be, 
Sir, 
Your qbedient servant, 


Secretary of State. 


Subject: Complaint against Consul General Goodnovw. 


Consul Fowler charges him with acting malicicusly 


and illegally in issuing a summons against Vive 


Consul Emery, of Chefoo. 
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xc xN,ονm OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA, 


PEKIN, CHINA. | BUREAY 
meee May Land, 1903. 
‘To the Honorable 
John Hay, 
Secretary of State, 
Washington, D. C. 
sir: 
0 
I have the honor to transmit herewith a copy of a 
. letter, with 8 from Consul Fowler, regarding 
what he considers to be the unjustifiable action of Consul 
General Goodnow in the case of Mr. Emery, the Vice and 
Deputy Consul at Chefoo. 
I have the honor to be, 


Ar, 


Your obedient servant, 


Enclosure: 


Mr. Fowler to Mr. Conger, with enclosures. 
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Sonsulate of the nta Staten. 
Gnefoo,May 16th,1905. 


Honorable .H.Jonger, 
United jtates Minister, 
Peking. 
Ar: 

In my note to you of April 237, 1 infona you tuat te. 
imery, tia Interpreter, Deputy & Vies Consul at an Sonsulate, 
had gone to Jhinkiang to see is father wiw wae wry 111. 

It now becomes my duty to report to you,and tirougn you,to 
the Department,tivw action of ir. John Goalnow, onaul General 
at thanchai, towarda Mr. tae ry while on his return to nis post 
here, 

I enclose nerewith,in duplicate, certified eopiesa of 
1. Sammons issued on May Sth to the Marahnal of tie zona ile 

Jourt at anch, by im.Joan Gooinow, on uu Gemral n 

Ann ore ing . er to appear he ore him at 10 a. n. 

May 15th. 

2. Of the Patition of Dunnine 4 Jo. 

J. Detailed account rendered hy sane. 

4, Receipt given Mr.imery by G.A.Derby,Narshal of the Sonsular 
jourt at Shangial, 

5. Mr. Emery's atatenment to me. 

SG. Mr. Emery's letter to Dunning 4 co. 

Of the facta stated in Nr.iimery's Letter and deposition 
regarding the purchare ani repeated break-downs of the bleycle, 
I Was personally cognizant,arn\ sonsidered the presentation of 
an aceount for such repairs an an outrage but, tie justness or 
otherwise of this lan is not now the question at Llasue. . 


I har ze . John Gootnew with acting maliclously ami with 
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2. 
cross violation of the Law. 
let. R. 3, 4000. “It shall be the duty of the Kinister am Jon- 

mils in the countries mentioned in 30. 4003 to encourage 

the settlement of centroversies of a civil character by 

mutual agreenent” eta. jee also g. R. 1000, par. 687. 
This Ww. goodness neither did nor even attempted to do. 


2nd. In violating &.5.4109. KX “Provided that in a case more 


a Consular Officer ia interested, either as party or wit- 
nesa,auch Minister (yourself in thin inetance) shall have 
original jurisdiction,” 

NM. Far is a Consular Officer within the meaning of the lar, 

ami Mr.Goodnow has no jurisdiction over him under any oireun- 

stances. If he can mumona w. err he can do the same to me, 
or yourself,for as officers of the United States we are not 
exempt from U. 3. Lav. 

IAA. The Summons ami papers showed no bond or guarantee that 
Dunning & Co had secured the sosts in the event of their 
fallure,as required by law and regilations,hence it was 
mull and void, 5 

4th. Personal service,as required by Jourt Regulations, vas not 
made by the Marsinal,it Was gon to Mr. ry at The Shang- 
hail lub, here he was topping. 


It is thirteen years today sines I took charge as onaul, during 


whieh time I never heard of much action be ore. mat right 
had Mr.Goodnow to order F. mer to remain way from his post, 


to anewer 4 charge that he had neitiner investigated nor att emt- 


ed to seetize amicably? 
If Mr.Gooinow hal honestly tried to settle this gase, and 
was convinsed he was acting only in the interest of justica, 


then the Marshal had no right to settle the cane out of Jourt, 
or to accept one cent less than tie demani. It was either a 
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a good case or a bad one. I had decided years ago that he. 
Emery did not owe this money,and his letter to Dunning Was 
sent with ny approval; In view of un T sill de glad if 
you will instruct Nr.Geodinow to refimd to r. rar the amount 
he pald into his court under compulsion,ani m this scorres- 
ponience to the Department. for its information and actién. 

I have the honor to be, 
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Your obedient servant 


(£94) ele So. 


Jonaul 9 
Enclosures: 


As stated, 
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in Tum COURT OF THE Un tend STATES GORSULATR-GENERAL, 
at SHAKQHAT, CHINA. 


Shanghai 6/5 1903. 
Plaintiff. 


- Between Dunning & Co 
and 


H. A. Emery Defendant. 

To the Marshal of the said gurt. 

You are hereby directed to serve a copy of the hereunto 
attached petition,and of this notice,upon the Defendant H. A. 
Barry, if found within this Consular jurinsdiction,and notify 


him to appear in this Court on the 16 day of MA. b. 1903, at 


i0 Oelek a.m. te file his written answer thereto on Oath. 


Given under my hand and the Seal of the Consulate 


General at Shanghai,the day and year first above 
written. 


(Sei) John Gootnor 
(Seal) Consul General. 


Consulate of the United States, 
Chefoo,May 15th,1905. 


I, the undersigned,Consul of the United States at Chefoo,China,do 
hereby certi that I have e red the above am foregoing copy 
with the or 1 document exhibited to me this day ani that it is 
a true and correct transeript of the same. 

In witness whereof I have hereimto set hand and the seal 
of the Consulate. | fry al 
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Petition, — 
In the United States Court for the Consular district 
of Mancha l, China. 
Shanghai , May 6th,1903. 


Dunning & Go, Plaintiffs 
vn 
H. A. Nor. Defendant. 
To John Goodnow, Rag. 
Consul General, - 
Aeting Judielally. 
The Petition of the abovenamd Plaintiff shows: - 
lst. That they are American Gitizens doing business in nana! 
am that the Defendant is a Gitisen of the United States 
and within the jurisdiction of the Court. 
nd. That the said Defendant is indebted to your retitioners 
for the eum of $20.30 
Ira. That your Petitioner has repeatedly demanded payment but 
sane has been withheld, 
4th. That hereto attashed and forming part of this petition is 
a atatement of your Petitioner's account against said 
Defendant. 
Wherefore your Petitioner prays that Judgment may be given 


against the Defendant accordinglyiwith interest ant goats, and 
that he may have sueh other and further relief as to your 
Honorable Court may seem meet ani your Petitioners will ever 
pray. (Sei) Dunning 4 Co. 

E.H.Dunning. 


Subscribed and worn to at 


Shanghal this Sth day of 
May A. D. 1903 before m 


8 John Goodnow. 
U. 3. Con mil, 
(Seal) Aeting Judietally. 
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(Copy) _ Shanghai 6th Mr. 1903. 


U. A. Bmery, Rog. 
Che foo. 


Bought of Dunning 4 Co. 


1899 
Neh 1. TO 1 New Pedal Spindle $ 3.50 
" 12 Balls 1.20 
Pos tage 10 5 4.80 
April 24th. Postage on 1 Pedal 20 
May 86. To Repairing Bicyele 12.50 
June 29 1 New Pedal Spindle 2.50 g 
postage 30 2.80 | 
M. $20. 30 i 
Interest _ 4.08 _ 1 
24. 38 
*. 4 o. R. H 


Consulate of the United States. 
Ca foo, My 13th, 1903. 


I,the undersigned,Consul of the United States at mefoo, China, do 
ereby certify that I have compared the above and foregoing copy 
ith the 9 document exhibited to me this day, ani that it is 
true ani correct transcript of the same, 
In witness whereof I have hereunto set my hand and the seal of 
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Jonsular Service,t!.5.A. 


Shanghai 8/5 1903. 


Received from H.A.Emery Rag. the sum of Twenty dollars and 
thirty cents (20.30) on a/e of Dunning & oo. 
(Sel) deo. A. Derby, 


u.S.Marshal, 


Shanghai. 
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Gonsulate of the United states, 
ona foo, kay 10 mn, 1903. 


1 =” 


John Fowler,Xequire, 
Consul of the United States, 
4 u foo, 
Sir: - 
I have the honor to report that,while in Shenghat,on the : 


Sth of May last,after short leave of absence,!I was served with 


5 * 


a Summons itasued by the . . ond Ceneral to appeer before him 
on the 15th of May,on the petition of Dumming 4 o., mo clained 
from mo the sum of [20.50 {plus interest) for certain bicyele 
petals and apindles uppl ted. 
I will now explain tie nature of this account. 

In the early part of 1899 I purchased from fuming & . an 
American bieyele for $125 Mex. After having used the machine 
for a Wille I acaldentally broke one of the paedals,ant ant the 
bicycle to Durming 4 JG8.TRquesting them to have a new one fixed 
on. On its return,I found that the pedal waa quite unserviceable 
30 the bicycle wan sent back a second time,with the request 
that the machine be put in thorough repair. It cam back in 
due course,but in no better state than before, I ti-.eraupon 
wrote to Dunning & o. a8 per copy encloned, 

As you will doubtless remeriber,I submitted the matter to you 


at the time and expressed my willingness to pay the account 


if,in your opinion, you thought it a just one. You,however,en- 


tirely agreed with my view and approved my action. (I may add 


that I finally sold the vieyele for 225 hex. 


Such are,as far as I Gan vonner, e facts of the dase. 


ba 
4 1 


4 I will now return to the matter of the surmona:- 


Prier to the receipt of the gane, bit on the same day (the 
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2. 
6th),I received a note from Durming & go, daten the 7th, inforn- 
ing mo that lese I settle their account before the next day 
they would place the matter in the hands of the Jonsul General. 
In the afternoon,I called at Dunning & Jo's officer and saw 
sb. Dunning. I axplained my view of the eane in practically the 
fame terms as I have done above,but added “Rather than lave 
any trouble over this Natter, I wil) pay the account’. He however 
etated that he could hot accept it as ne had already „uad 
tua matter before N. doodno. I then called at tiv onagul- 
ate General ami asked if I could see Mr.Goolnow, . Derby (the 
Mirsnal jinformed me that he was out on of ficial buisiness,where- 
upon I took up tho subject with Mr.Derby (Mr.White,Deputy on- 
aul General, being present for most of the time), He asked re 
if 1 had resaivad tho sion, and on my anawerlng in tin nega- 
tive,he stated that 1t wl bean sent to mea at tie zan! 
zuuu in a Mit Book, ani that I would probably Pint it there on 
my return. I again explained m ade of tim gase, but sald 
“Aa I do not want to have any trouble and n it would not look 
well to have it bar im tie pagers, 1 will pay tie account.” 
Mr. Derby's receipt therefor is anclosed harewitti. 
In coneluston,] wish to state that I only settled this account 
because I thonugit that my father (who wasn tien in a very poor 
atate of health) would be mieh distressed to a my name appear 
in the papers an defeniant in a euit,irrespective of the rights 
or wrongs of the case. Also,because I had to leave by the 


Steamer the very next day to return to my pest. 


na it not been for these considerations,I would gerte muy 
have Tought the case,not for the moount of money involved, but 
as a matter of prinsiple. 


I have % honor to be,Sir, 
- 


Your obedient servant 
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Dear Are: 
Tne bieycle pedals ware received yesterday with 

"new" spindle. I hai them put on, ani in order to be perfectly 
on the safe side had the machine ridden by an experienced ay- 
Clistshe had hardly made 3 revolutions before it anapped off. 

IT am sorry that a firm of your standing should unlertake 
work which obviously is very bad indeed. I think it would 
have been better if your naa told me in the first place tiat 
you could not do such work. I also wish to give notice that 
I Mall refuse to pay ant bill for these pedale and spindles. 
Yours faltifully, 


(Sel) K. A. g. mary. 
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Kaa TION OF THE UNITED STATES OF 


ahs ag PEKIN, CHINA. 
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Mr. Conger to the 


CHIEF CLERK, 
JUN 1 ~.1903 


g Department of State. 


Secretary of State. 


Subject: Materials for the New Legation Buildings. Giving 
notice of draft for $4100.00. ative lumber un- 
suitable. Bids for American lumber fram Tientsin 
and San Francisco. The latter accepted. Questia 
about manner of payment. Draft for om-half sent 


at once. 
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mo. 302. 
LEGATION OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA, 
PEKIN, CHINA. 
May 22nd, 1903, 
To the Honorable 
John Hay, 
Secretary of State, 
Washington, D. C. 

Sir: 

I have the honor to report that I have this day nn 
on you for $4100.00, on account for lumber for the new Le- 
gation. 

Mr. Healy decided that it was impossible to use the 
lumber which could be obtained here, and as we eould only 
get one bid for home lumber, that of the American Trading 
Company, for $10,400; he, with my approval, sent to Mr. 

J. 8. Roberts, Superintendent of Public Buildings, at San 
Francisco, the schedule of lumber required, a copy of which 
I enclose, and asked him to procure bids for same delivered 


here, and cable me the lowest bid. 


This he 414, vis: "Ne bids Peking, Game Mills Company, 
sixty days Tientsin, eighty-two hundred dollars, which I 


immediately accepted by telegraph, presuming, of course, 
payment would be made on arrival of lumber at Tientsin. 
But this morning I have received a cable from Mr. Roberts, 


as follows: "Cable about payment of lumber,” and in order 
not 


not to risk further delay or attempt to make expensive tel- 
egraphic explanations, I . to send Mr. Roberts 
a draft for one-half the amount, payable to Game Mills 
Company, to be handed to them as soon as lumber is shipped, 
taking duplicate vouchers therefor, and will send balance 
to them on arrival of lumber here. I have so telegraphed 
Mr. Roberts. I shall render account for this and transmit 
vouchers as soon as received. 
Trusting this will be satisfactory, 
I have the honor to be, 
Sir, 


Your obedient servant, 
r, Gn 


Enclosure: 


Lumber schedule, as stated. 
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All lumber to be of best quality Oregon fir, t horough- 


of the United States Legation adjoining the United States 


Barracks, Peking, China; 811 lumber of same size in separ- 
ate lots, on or before » 1905, 


8, H. Nealy, Architect, 
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Miscellaneous. 


. 23,500 Sq. ft. 1 1/8" rough flooring. 
| 16,600 * * 1 1/6" roof sheathing. 
4,500 feet 1 1% = 2° cross-bridging strips. | 


‘ 600 boards 1° x 10% x 18*.0* ' 
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s 1% % = 15" 0%. 
6 1 % x 6* 0 0% 
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» CHIEF CLERK, 


JUN 1 = 1903 
Depertmest ot state. 
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The Nanking Tael. Its value, weight and fineness, 


Acknowledging Department Instruction No. 642 of 


March 19th. 


- =i it 92 . N Vere ’ 16 
1 ; „ : : 1 9 * 
OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA, 


0 . 


May 22nd, 1903, 


To the Honorable 
John Hay, 


Secretary of State, 


Washington, D. C. 
Sir: 
I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of 
No. 642 of March 19th, asking for information for the 
director of the Mint as to the value, weight and fineness 
of the Nanking tael, and in reply I enclose a letter writta 


by Mr. Williams, the Chinese Secretary of this Legation, 


25 


i * 
giving all available information on the subject. 
I have the honor to be, 
Sir, 


Your obedient servant, 


Enclosure as above. 


Sirt- I have the hener te repert that I have made inquiries as 


— 


de the value ef the Nanking Tael, as requested by the Treasury 
3 


„ There are varieus Tale used in Nanking, but the 


Banking Tael known te foreign merchants is of the seme weight 
as the Shanghai Curreney Tael, etherwise known as the Kuei-p' ing 


Tae, It is hewever nominally ef pure silver. Its value in Haie 


kuan ( Custens ) Tale is vis:- 


9 10 


Hai-kuan 718. 100 = Nanking 718. 10. 80446. 


% 


It is impessible te give its value in Mexican piastres, as this 


varies with the rate of exehange frem day to day. Te-day the Max. 


belles 4% etea ao vertu Sh. Tis.%4.80 . M. 71 11. 40 = Hk.Tis. 
* 139 5 — 


100, se that the Mex. Dellar veuld be worth to-day Nanking Ts. 


-6906, er ene Nanking Tael = Mex.$I.449. 
Yor the quetations upen which the abeve caleulation is 


based I am indebted te the ceurtesy ef the Peking Praneh ef the 


Hengkeng & Shanghai Banking Cerperatien. 
. 
The China Bramneh ef the Reyal Asiatic Seeiety in its Jeur- 
ual, New Series, Veil. V, . f, gives a repert wen the subject 


and Measures im China". According te this report 


‘( Kusi-p'ing Tael ) weighs 560 Craias, 
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LEGATION OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMER! 
| PEKIN, CHINA. 


Passport application of Louis Bockelmann as a nat 
uralised citisen. Refused on the ground that he 
had renounced his citizenship. His record. En- 


listment in the German Army. Authorities on the 


subject. 
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LEGATION OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA, 


PEKIN, CHINA. 
To the Honorable 
John Hay, 
Secretary of State, 
Washington, D. C. 


sir: 

I have the honor to enclose the application of one 
Louis Bockelmann for a passport as a naturalised citizen 
of the United States, and to say that it was refused on 
the ground that he had renounced his citizenship by return- 
ing to his native country, with intention not to return to 
the United States. This intent was evidenced by his vol- 
ES SELES ETE „ 
Arny . 

He was naturalized in New York on April llth, 1900, 
started for Germany on June 28th following, arrived there 
July Sth, ami immediately voluntarily enlisted in the Ger- 
man Army, and was discharged therefrom in Tientsin on 
August 15th, 1908. 

The facts of his service are supported by his own vor- 


bal statement, and the enclosed copy of a memorandum furn- 


ished me by Baron von der Golts, the German Charge dar- 


aires 
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Our Treaty of February una, 1868 with the Forth Ger- 


man Confederation prevides: It a German naturalised in 


Amerion renews his residence in North Germany without the 


intent to return to America, he shall be held to have ren- 


Qunced his naturalization in the United states 


The intent not to return may be held to exist when the per- 


son naturalised in the one country resides more than two 


years in the other country.* 
He was practically residing in Germany during his ser- 


vice in the German Army, although most of that service was 


performed outside of the German ire. 

Mr. Hamilton ien in his letter to the President, 
August 25th, 1873, says: "Voluntary entrance into the civ- 
il or military service of another Government may be re- 
garded as evidence of the absence of intent to return." 

I have therefore felt justified in refusing Mr. Bock- 
elmann @ passport, and trust my action may meet with your 


approval. 
I have the honor to be, 
. 
Your obedient servant, 
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Fee for Passport, — #« $1.00 
Fee for filling out applica- 


NATURALIZED. —— oath 


ee 


— — — — — — — — — — 9 


J. in unn —— — al a naturalized 


United 
States, ben apply to ä or the United States at 2 
for @ passport for myself, accompanied by my wife — . ane minor 
children, as follows: , born at PENS STEEL Ree 
on the day of_ 7 „„ rr * 


ted to che ‘United States, sailing 


ee 
about the U day of 2 — I 
m. 4£93 to . 


ears, uninter- 


ruptedly, in the United States, fro 


that I as citizen of the United States before, the Lt 
Court of. at 1. ME ww 
01 ws , as shown by accompanying Certificate of Naturalization; 


that IT am the bearer of Passport No. issued by * 


on the day of. . , which is returned herewith; that 
I am the identical person referred to in 250 certifeate pas. that Is am domiciled in the 


“in the State 


| that 1 
* Gov, board 
the 2 day 
le 7 of since 
iu that I am noW temporarily residing at 
me — — and that I intend to return to the United States within 


with a purpose of residing and performing the dut 2 4 of citizenghip therein. 
desire the passport for the purpose of. e 2 a. 


OATH OF ALLEGIANCE. 


Further, I do solemnly swear that I will support and defend the Constitution of the United 
States against all enemies, foreign and domestic; that I will bear true faith and allegiance to 
the same; and that I take this obligation freely, without any mental reservation or purpose of 
evasion: So help me God. 45 


— 


: 
pa o- THE UNITED STATES AT. 
Sworn o before me, this . day of_ 


t 


. OF AP 84 


Age . ears. Mouth. ALA. 
Statur 6 et inches, . 6 ; 
l Hair- — 
; — 8 Complexion fp Bar. 
6 Face: letand. 


| IDENTIFICA TION. . 
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personally, and no. to be the identical person referred to in the within. described Cer- 
tifieate of Naturalization, and that the facts stated i affidavit are true to the best of 
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At the beginning of the expedition to China in 1900 
he entered the eastasiatic fieldartillery regiment and was 


states that Bockelmann had been five years in Germany be- 
fore reentering the army and that he had been in America 
before that. 

Bockelmann served his time in a Prussian regiment of 
fieldartillery. 


Subject: 


mom OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMER 
PEKIN, CHINA. Io 3 1903 
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CHIEF CLERK, 

JUN 17,1903 


g Depertment of tate. 


The American Engineers on the Canton & Hankow 
Railway attacked by a mob. The gunboat Callao 
gees to their rescue. The Chinese Goverment 
notified te take steps to protect them. All 


arrive safely in Canton. Account of the affair 


from wr. MoWade . 
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LEGATION OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA, 
PEKIN, CHINA, 


May 25th, 1903. 


To the Honorable 
‘John Hay, 
Seoretary of State, 
Washington, D. 0. 
sir! 


I have the honor to report that on the Soth ultimo 


Consul General MoWade cabled me that the American Engin- 
eers at work on the line of the Hankow & Canton Railway 
were attacked by a mob at Yuan. Tan, on the North 6 * 
hundred or more miles north of Canton, and that the gunboat 
"Callac* had gone to their rescue. I immediately notified 
the Chinese * ad demanded that immediate steps | 
be taken for their resoue and protection of their persons, : 
work, ete. I enclose copy of my note and reply. 
On April ist Mr. MocWade wired me that all the party 
had arrived safely at Canton ani the "Callao" had returned. 
On the 15th instant I received detailed accounts of 
the affair in a scopy of a despatch which the Consul Gener- 
al had sent to the Department. 


I have since received no further information concern- 


ing the matter, except in reply to a telegraphic enquiry 


a 
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whether or not the Bnginsers hed returned to their works 
Mr, MoWade cabled me that because of unfavorable weather 


conditions they had net, I have written him that they 


shouldreturn and proceed with the work as soon as possible, 


because their long absence would materially encourage the 
‘inhabitants and make further trouble much more probable. 

As soon as I receive further particulars and report of 
the present situation, I will take up the case again with 
the Wai Wu Pu if necessary. 


I have the honor te be, 


Enclosures: 
le Mr. Conger to Prince Ch'ing, April Soth, 1905. 


2. Prince Ch'ing to r. Conger, May Sth, 19033 
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5. 0. No. 492, 
Legation of the United States of America, 
Peking, China, 


April 30th, 1908. 
Your Imperial Highness: 
I have the honor to inform Your Imperial Highness that 1 
have just received a telegram from the United States Consul- 
General at Canton to the effect that a party of American 
engineers at Yuan-tan, on the North River, 140 miles from 
Canton, has been attacked by anti-foreign mobs, and that 
Lieutenant Anderson of ‘the J. 8. 8. "Callao*® had * to 
their rescue. 

T have the honor to request that Your Imperial fi gnnes 
will at once telegraph to the Viceroy at Canton, directing 
him to immediately take such energetic measures for their 
relief as may be needed to preserve their lives and secure 
their work from injery. I have also to ask that Your 
Imperial Highness will promptly commnicate to me the reply 
of the Viceroy and my other news concerning the trouble 


that you may receive. 


Tiavail myself of the opportunity to renew to Your Inp- 
erial Highness the assurance of my highest consideration. 
(Signed) . H. Conger, 
es Envoy Extraordinary and 
Minister Plenipotentiary of 
the United States. 
To His Imperial Highness, Prince of Ch“ ing, 
President of the Board of Poreign Affairs. 
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Rea Note from the Foreign orriee in 
Reply to HON. . H. Conger, U. 8. Minis 
ter, in re Attack upon American Engines 
BSSBSSVSISSSSSSSSESSRES5 „„ „„ „„ 

We have the honor to acknowledge the receipt on the 
Sth of the Fourth Moon, u Year of kuangh eu, (APril 30th, 
1903) of Your Excellency's note, saying that you had re- 
ceived a telegram from the United States Consul at Canton 
to the effect that on the North River, about 140 miles fra 
Canton, at a place called Yuan-t'an, mobs had attacked 
American engineers who were sonstructing the railway there, 
and that Lieutenant Anderson of the U. 8. 8. "Callao® had 4 
taken a body of men and gone to their rescue. 

Our Board at once telegraphed to the Viceroy of the 
Hang Kuang, directing hi m to earnestly and promptly take 


measures to suppeess the disturbance and give protection 
to the engineers and their work. on the 7th inst. we 
received a reply, saying that on the d. of the present 
Moon (april 26th, 1903) the railway engineers were engaged 


in serveying the route at Hsin T'ang shan in Ch'ing-yuan, 
but that the people of the place, not understanding, feared 
that if the railway should be built across the mountain 

it would spoil the "feng-shui", and a clamorous crowd had 
gathered, pounded gongs and raised a row; that guards from 
the local out-post had taken energetic measures to suppress 
it, and the crowd had at once dispersed, and that the en- 
gineers had already returned to Canton, none of whom were 
injured; that he had consulted and requested that the An- 
erican gun-boat should be re-called, and had also sent 
deputy to assist the local Magistrate in dealing with the 
matter. He further reported that on the 26th. of the last 
Moon (April 254.) the engineers were travelling in a boat, 
et e ee SD * Meh vind ot the village Ch“ ing-yuan 
ou, and were 8 losing their and 
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As in duty boumd we send this reply to Your Rxcellency 
for your information. 


compliments of the day. 


We avail ourselves of the opportunity to wish you the 
Cards enclosed. 
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LEGATION OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA, : 
PEKIN, CHINA. 8 7 


John Hay, 
Secretary of State, 


Washington, D. C. 


I have the honor to enclose copy of a very interesting 
communication from Mr. John Gardner Coolidge, Secretary of 
Legation, making some very important and valuable suggest- 
ions concerning the making up.of the accounts of this Lega- 
tion, loss by exchange, ete., which I cordially approve. 

I beg that it may be placed before the Auditor of th 
Department, with a request for a reply thereto, and that 
the Legation may receive such further instructions as the 
Department of State may see fit to give. 


I have the honor to be, 
Sir, 
Your obedient servant, 


Mr. Coolidge to . Conger, May 23rd, 1903. 
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_ LEGATION OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA, 


May 24rd, 19035. 


Hon. R. H. Conger, 
2. X. and I. P. of the U. 8. Acs 
| Peking. 


Sir: 


I have the honor to report that the banking business 
as conducted by the foreign banks in Peking is carried on 
in Kungfa, or Peking taels: consequently in any transact- 
ion involving the change of American gold into Mexican 
dollars and vice versa the rate given is figured on the 
value of the Kung-fa tael, and the bank vouchers are mde 
out accordingly. By order of the Department, in render- 
ing accounts, the value of Mexican dollars must be reduced 
to tale at the comsercial rate, and these taels reduced 
to gold at the mint rate, as established quarterly by the 
Treasury Department. 

The Treasury Department, however, does not include 
the Kung fa tael in its list. As a result it is necessary 
to get a quotation of the value of the Shanghai, or some 
other listed tael. 20 get the benefit of this rate the 
draft must be sold in Shanghai, By the time the draft 
reaches Shanghai the rate may be entirely different. 

This is equally true, though perhaps to 6 less degree, of 
of Tientsin drafts. 1520 


7 1 


Therefore the Shanghai quotation does not represent 
any actual condition existing at the moment in Peking. 

The chief reason, however, why the account cannot ac- 
curately: represent the transaction is the instruetion 
that the value, as expressed in taecls, must be reduced to 
U. 8. Gold by the Treasury Yate. This rate rests on a 
theory not a condition, for it is based on the average 

for 


Se ihe 


ISLS | 


ter the preceding quarter, and it is evident that, for ex- 
ample, in © constantly falling exehangp it can never re- 
present the actual transaction. The rende is simile 
The Mexican should be converted into gold at the commer- 
edel rate of the day, that is to say the bank voucher 
should establish in the account, as it does in the tran- 
sactions both the rate at which the Mexican is changed 
inte the tael and the rate at which the tael: is changed 
into U. 8, gold. Otherwise there can be no accuracy. 
During the past three months there have been times when the 
mint rate of the Shanghai tael has differed from the mar- 
ket rate by as much as M, as is proved by the fact that 
the treasury estimate of its value was reduced by K on 
January ist, 19035, If the Treasury Department would give 
a quotation for the Kung fa tael, supposing thet the pre- 
sent system is maintained, it would give a means of reduc- 
ing to gold mer conditions more nearly representing ac- 
tual transactions, because the mexican could be changed 
into taels at the rate that really prevails in Peking at 
the moment. ay 
Tf, however, the Department could go further and al- 
low the commercial rates as shown by Bank vouchers to be 
used in both the change from Mexicans to taels and from 
taels to gold, this,together with the recognition of the 
local tael,would go far towards solving the question of 
accurate book keeping for the Legation. 


At present in making up our accounts, we are compelled 
to change Mexicans into taels at a rate which does not re- 
present the price in Peking and these taels into gold at 
& rate which prevailed at the very least six weeks before 
in the United States, 


The Kung fa Tael weighs 557.2145 grains and is no- 
minally of pure silver. 104,37 Kung fa taels 100 H.X.taels 


I have the honor to be, Sir, 
Your obedient servant, i." 
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LEGATION OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA, 
; PEKIN, CHINA. 


le May 26th, 1903, 
re the Honorable 
John Hay, 
Secretary of State, 
Washington, D. C. 
sir: 


* 


Referringto Department's instruction No, 627, of 


February 20th and letters of March 6th and 25rd, and to my 


despatch No. 1291, of May 9th, I have the honor to return 
further signed vouchers as per lists enclosed, and the 
warrants and youchers for the first two payments for Ar. 

C. H. C. Moller whose present address is care of the Hong- 
kong & Shanghai Banking Corporation, London, there being no 
one in China qualified to sign for hin. 


I have the honor to be, 
Sir, 
Your obedient servant, 


Enclosure; AB 


Lists of Vouchers as above, and warranteof C. I. C. Koller. 


Charlotte K. Jewell, 
A, K. Tismar, 
VRocky Point Association, 


— 


ö 
N 


Vain d. Adams, 

e D. Tenney, 

ul ter 8. ins, 

* . Peterson, 
/william p. Sprague, 
“A. . Peck, 

Auer Reid, 

8 Lowrie, 

“ . Sturman, 

> Rogers, 

Mens Christian Assocn, 
R. Gailey, 

— A. Standring, 
“enn Woodbury, 
Wimerican Bible Society, 
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nor tn China Tract Co., 


Hammond Ament 
san a School, V. 8. Ament, 


des Newton, 
Anas. B, Sherman, 
Wheorge B. Wilson, 
“eo. v. Verity. 
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Signed voucher for first payment of 50% for Estate of 
John Strong, deceased, Charles R. Bennett, Executor. 


y Warrants and vouchers for first two payments for 
Cc. H. C. Moller. 
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Received 4:40 p. m 


‘OR REIS. 790g 


28th. Tour telegraém of the 18th. chinese 
Government states by note which I forward by mail: 
"Recently we have received a despatch from the Russian 
Chargé d'Affaires saying if China does not first notify 
our Government it must not make arrangements to open 


any new ports for trade in Manchuria, nor permit the 
establishment of Foreign Consulates at new ports. Ve 
refused to discuss be matter... . Later Planoon 
called to inquire, Sn we replied that should it becane 


‘eo6) "S134 104 


necessary at any future time to open ports for inter- 
national trade in Manchuria it would rest with China, 


„ 
nnn 


as circumstances might require to investigate conditions 


- 
„ 


and herself open them. Now we have the statement of Your 
Excellency, but the Chinese Government is still obliged to 
consider commercial conditions and herself open such ports 

At the present it is not convenient to mention the matter in the 
commer cial treaty. This is not by any means an absolute 

refuBal of the request of your country." 


ciphered by 


1910 Wl OSVIBOSA MARD 
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| LEGATION OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA, \) sunt 
Fe, CHINA. 


Secretary of State. 
16 1007 


FOR RE LS. 1903. 


Secretary of State. 


Subject: Opening of Ports in Manchuria. Illness of Prince 
Ch'ing. Conferences with Mr. Lien-fang. He re- 
peats that Chinese 1 — was willing, but 
Russia objected. Difficulty of obtaining writ- 
ten assurances from Wai Wu Pu. Confirming Depart- 


ment telegram of the 18th, and Legation reply of 


the 28th instant. 
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LEGATION OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA, 
PEKIN, CHINA. 


May 29th, 1903. 


‘To the Honorable 


John Hay, FOR RELS. 1903. 
Secretary of State, 
Washington, D. C. 
sir: 

I have the honor to confirm overleaf your telegram 
of the 18th instant, and my reply of the 28th. 

Prince Ch'ing, because of his own illness and the 
death of a favorite son, has deen on leave and inaccessible 
since the receipt of your telegram; but I have a a coup- 
le of conferences with Mr. Lien-fang, principal Secretary 
of the Foreign * ei sees His Highness every day and 
practically speaks for him. He has reiterated on his own 
account, and in the name of the Prince, that the Chinese 
Government was willing, and would herself open the Manchu- 
rian Ports but for she objection of Russia, and the fear 
that she would not withdraw her troops if, in the face of 
her opposition, China deliberately opened, or agreed to 
open then. 

He says, speaking for the Wai Wu Pu, that the Minis- 


ters think we ought to be satisfied with this verbal note, 


and 


woe 


Vani (Hoon. 


I enclose copies of the correspondence with the Tor- 
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and not insist upon their putting it too plainly in writing, 
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mich, af they did, might ‘cause further difficulty with 
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Russia. However, 4 careful reading of their last nete will 


unt Fe: 


vines? 


| a6 iy] Ore me sMeNesecs . 
mo a substantial embodiment of this reasm therein, and 
pee 4 Moet Ase SLB Beiv ict 


I am confident it was so intended. 


eign Office on the subject. 


I have the honor to be, 


Your obedient servant, 


a 


Sir, 


Conger to Prince ch ing, May 20th, 1903. 

Foreign Office ‘to ur. Conger, May 24th, 1903. 
Foreign Office to Mr. Conger, May 27th, 1903. 
Conger to Prince Ch'ing, May 29th, 1908. 


45 


Telegram received (Cipher). 

Washington, May * 0. 

Conger, Minister, sear noqu selent er Bae 
_ Peking. 

In view of conflicting e or F Chinese re 
opening new localities in Manchuria fe foreign trade, you 
will obtain written 2 from the Chinese Goverment 
of its objections to ccuplyine with our roqeent ‘ma of what 
it proposes instead. ww +2 aebi me 
(Signed) Hay. 


Teleg am sent (Cipher) % cgi 
Peking, 1 se, 1903. 
Secstate, Washington. 

Twentyeighth. Your telegram of the 18th. Chinese 
Government states by note which I forward by mail, quote, 
"Recently we have received a despateh from the Russian 
Charge a’affaires Der dee China does not first notify 
our Gevortment 1 mst not arrangements. to open any 
new ports for trade in Manchuria, nor poses the establish- 
ment of foreign Consulates at new Ports. We refused to die 
cuss the matter. Later Plancon called to enquire, and we . 
replied that, should it decome. necessary at any future time 
to open Ports for internat ional trade in Manchuria, it 
would rest with China, as circumstances night 5 require, to 
investigate conditions and herself open then. Period, Yow 
we have the statement of You Excellency, but the Chinese 
Goverment is still obliged to, consider commercial condi- 
tions and herself open such ports. At the present it is 
not convenient to mention the matter in the commercial 
Treaty. This is not by any means an absolute refusal of 
the request of yur country. End of quotation. Chinese 

Ministers reiterate orally that they do not grant our re- 
quest because of Russia's objection and occupation of Man- 
churia, but are unwilling to say 80 plainly in writing. 
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+ Bnelosure %% In Despatch No. /$09, 
Mr. Conger to Prince Ch'ing. 
Legation of the United States of America, 
| Peking, China, May 20th, 1903. 
Your Highness: 

In view of the fact that the Government of the United 
States believes that the importance of general commerce, 
and of its trade in Manchuria, in particular, requires 
the opening of additional ports therein to foreign trade, 
and justifies its insistence that these places be named in 
the Treaty now being negotiated by Commissioners of our two 
Governments at Shanghai, and because of conflicting state- 


ments as to the reasons why the Chinese Government finds it 


difficult to open such places at present, I have the honor, 
by specific direction of my Government, to ask Your High- 
ness to inform me what are the real objections of the Chin- 
ese Government to complying with the request of the United 
States in this regard, and what it proposes instead. 

That the negotiations may not be inconveniently de- 
layed, and that the cordial, frank, and mutually friendly 
understanding between our two Governments may continue, I 
confidently trust that Your Highness will give me a clear 
and specific reply as soon as possible. 

I improve the occasion to renew to Your Highness the 
assurance of my highest consideration. 

(Signed) BE. K. Conger. 
Envoy Extraordinary and 
Minister Plenipotentiary of 
she Unitea States. 
His Highness, Prince of Ch'ing, 


President of the Board of Foreign Affairs. 
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Enclosure No.2 In Despatch 0% 80, 
The Foreign Office to Mr’ Conger. 
We have the honor to edkuguictge the receipt of Your 
Excellency's nete, saying that with regard to the opening 
of further Treaty Ports in the Three Eastern Provinces you 
had been directed by your Government to request Prince of 


Ch'ing to clearly state to you the reason for not agreeing 
to the request of your Government, and also to inform you 
what our Goverment was proposing to do in the matter in- 
Btead. 

We. fina that in the matter of the Ports in Manchuria 
China has not decidedly opposed what your honorable country 
has requested, but it is necessary to take into considera- 
tion the condition of commercial affairs. China will her- 
self in the future open(such ports). At present it is 
still inconvenient to insert it in the Treaty. 48 in duty 
bound we send this reply for Your Excellency's information 
and that you may transmit it to your honorable Government, 
for which we ‘shall be grateful. 

In sending this reply we avail ourselves of the oppor- 
tunity to wish Your Excellency the compliments of the day. 


Cards enclosed. 


Fourth Moon, 28th Day. (May 24th, 1903.) 
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Enclosure No.3 in Despatch No./409. 

The Foreign Office to Mr. Conger. 
We have the honor to say that yesterday Your Excellency 
came to our Yamen and in conversation said that the reply 
recently sent by us concerning the matter of opening fur- 
ther ports in Manchuria was not clear in its meaning, and 
you requested that you might have another and more detailed 
reply so that you might be able to transmit it to your 
Government. 

With regard to this matter some time ago we received 
from M. de Plancon, Charge d'Affaires for Russia, a despatch 
saying: 

"If China does not first notify our Government, she 
must not make arrangements to open any new Trade Ports in 
Manchuria, nor permit the establishment of foreign consul- 
ates at new ports." 

Our Board objected and refused to discuss the matter. 
We also received an enquiry from M. de Plancon, the Charge 
d'Affaires, ina personal interview, and again our Board 
replied to him that with respect to Manchuria, should it 
in the future become necessary to open ports for interna- 
tional trade there and notify the various foreign Bowers to 
3 Consuls, it would rest with China to investigate tk 
conditions and as circumstances might require to take the 
matter imo consideration herself and open the ports. 

We also clearly said that this statement was made 
with the purpose of mutual explanation, and was not by 
any means the discussion of a convention. 

Now, having received Your Excellency's statement, re- 
ferred to above, the Chinese Government in the matter of 
opening Ports in Manchuria is still obliged to take into. 
consideration the condition of commercial affairs, and her- 
self in the future open such ports. At the present time 


it is not convenient to mention the matter in the Commer~- 
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cial Treaty, and this is not by any means an absolute re- 
fusal of the request of your honorable country. 

We send this second special note to veer Excellency 
for your information, and avail ourselves of the oppor- 
tunity to wish you the compliments of the day. 


Cards enclosed. 


Fifth Moon, lst Day. 
(May 27th, 1903). 
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Enclosure No.4 In Despatch No. /308, 
Mr. Conger to Prince Ch! ing. 
Legation of the United States of America, 

Peking, China, May 29th, 1903. 


Your Highness: 
On the 20th instant, I had the honor to send a note 


to Your Highness, asking, by direction of my Government, 


for a written statement from the Chinese Government of its 


objections to complying with the request of the United 


States for opening new localities in Manchuria to foreign 
trade. 
I now have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of 


two notes from Their Excellencies, the Ministers of the 


Wai Wu Pu, of the 24th and 27th instants in reply thereto. 
It is greatly to be regretted that Their Excellencies 


have omitted fran these notes the principal reason for not 
opening the ports, which has been so distinctly stated by 
Your Highness and Their Excellencies here, as well as by 
the Chinese Treaty Commissioners in Shanghai. 

I have informed my Government of the contents of these 
notes, and I fear it will be greatly disappointed with the 
written statement which has, at its request, been furnished 


by the Chinese Government. 


- s>- =.- 


I improve the opportunity to reassure Your Highness 
of my highest consideration. 
(Signed) EB. H. Conger, 
Envoy Extraordinary and 
Minister Plenipotentiary of 
the United States. 
His Highness, Prince of Ch'ing, 
President of the Board of Foreign Affairs. 
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23rd. Russian Minister says he under- 
t is not opposed to open ports and Con- 


from his Government, for which he has telegraphed. 
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iphered by TRB, Chief Glerk's Office, 10.16 A. M. 
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ship of the Board of Foreign Affairs. 
T'ing-fang is appointed second assistant in the 


corps of under Secretaries. 


LEGATION OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA, 
PEKIN, CHINA. 


June 2nd, 1905. 
To the Honorable, 
John Hay, 
Secretary of State, 


Washington, D. C. 


I have the honor to report that by Imperial Decree of 
May 28th, Mr. Lien-fang has been promoted to the position 
of First Secretary, or Director, of the Board of Foreign 
Affairs, vice Mr. Na-t'ung 1 to the Presidency 


of the Board of Revenue, and Mr. Ku Pi-hsin appointed 


Second Secretary or Director, vice Lien-fang. 


* Edict of 10 same date appoints Mr. Wu T'ing- 
fang as second assistant in the corps of under secretaries. 

While this gives Mr. Wu T'ing-fang nominally only a 
clerical place, yet it makes an opportunity for utilizing 
his foreign knowledge and experience if the Foreign Office 
so desires. 

I have the honor to be, 
Sir, 


Your obedient servant, 
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LEGATION OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA, 
PEKIN, CHINA. * 
5 June 2nd, 1903. 


The two sedan chairs at this Legation, owned by the 
United States, have become too shabby for further use with- 
out being recovered and reupholstered, and as they must 
be used upon all visits to the Foreign Office and other 
official calis, I shall be obliged to have them repaired. 

A short time before the siege of 1900 they were entire 
ly refitted at the expense of the Government, but during 
the siege their usual place of shelter had to be put to 
other use, and they remained.exposed to the weather during 
all that summer; hence their dilapidated condition. 

It will cost about $150.50, each to put them in order, 
and as the Legation has no fund for ‘thie purpose, I am con- 
strained to ask that I may be instructed to have them re- 


paired and draw on some possible fund in the Department 


in payment therefor. 
I have the honor to be, Sir, 


Your obedient servant, 


oe —ů e- “Stag i 


Appointment of Mr. C. I. L. Williams as Student 


Interpreter. His arrival in Peking. Acknowledg- 


ing Department Instruction No. 646 of March 25th. 


Ted, OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA, 
. , PEKIN, CHINA. | | 
June Srd, 1908. 


I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of De- 


partment instruction Wo, 646, of March 25th, announcing 


the appointment of Mr. C. I. I. Williams to be one of the 
Student Interpreters in China.. 
Mr. Williams has this day arrived in Peking where he 
will reside with his father. 
I have the honor to be, 
Sir, 


Your obedient servant, 


Misleading statements in the American papers with 
regard to information emanating from this Lega- 
tion. Surprising utterances of the Russian An- 


bassador in Washington. Confirming Legation 


telegram of the same date. 


; 
LEGATION OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA, 


PEKIN, CHINA. 
June 4th, 1903. 


To the Honorable 
John Hay, 
ele of State, 
Washington, D. C. 
sir: 
I have the honor to confirm my telegram of to-day as 
follows: 


Secstate, Washington. 

Fourth. In view of the absolute truthfulness of my 
despatches, should not the statement of Count Cassini pub- 
lished by San Francisco Chronicle April 30th be explained 
by him, or denied by the Department if not already done? 

(Signed) Conger. 


The. arrival of the home mail yesterday brought the 
San Franciseo Chronicle of April Soth, in which a special 
despatch from Washington of April 29th gives what purports 
to be an authentic statement of Count Cassini, the Russian 
Ambassador, in which he speaks of the “unfortunately erron- 
sous statements contained in Minister Conger's despatches 
relative to the course of a: and adds: 


"It is a matter of the keenest regret to my Government 


that unreliable parties should have informed your Minister 


ia Peking in @ matter in which they were grossly ignor- 


ant. ¢ | 
* 


. 


would seem to me inereaible, haa I not received your tele- 
gram of April 29th, informing me that the Russian Govern- 
* positively denied the truth of the information 
which I telegraphed you on April 23rd. 

But on the Srd instant I. wired yo that I was sending 
a copy of the note of the Russian Charge d'Affaires here, 
containing substantially the demands mentioned in my tele- 
gram of April gerd, and on the 4th uitimo 1 mailed you 751 
the document, which you should receive about this time, 
and from which you will clearly see that the misinforma- 
tion or misrepresentation came to the Department from the 
Russian Minister for Foreign Affairs, or from the Ambass- 
ador in Washington, and not from me. 

I trust, therefore, that some correction or denial of 
the Russian Ambassador's public statement will be given 
out on receipt of the proofs contained in my despatch Jo. 
1284, of May 4th. I enclose the above-mentioned clipping 
from the San Francisco Chronicle. 


I have the honor to be, 
sir, 
Your obedient servant, 


70, 


. 


Clipping from the San Francisco Chronicle. 
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Subject: Returning signed indemnity voucher for first 


payment of 25% of Mr. E. k. lowry. 


Sane 5 th, 1903. 
Te the Honorable 
Jonr Hay, 
Secretary of State, 


Washington, D. C. 


T have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of Depart- 
a Instruction Ne. 656 of April 16th, 1903, enclosing 
Treasury Warrant No. 4467 for $420.69, issued in favor of 
. K. lLewry. This warrant, together with the letter from 


the Auditor for the Department, have been given to mM. 


Lowry, and I return herewith his voucher for the warrant 


executed in the usual way. 


The signed voucher for the second instalment of 25% 
was returned te the Department in my Ne. 13507 of May 26th, 
I have the henor te be, 
Sir, 


Your ebedient servant, 


Enclosure: 


Signed Voucher as above. 
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The Bankers’ Commission at Shanghai. The United 
States delegate has been requested to send copies 


of all documents required by the Department. 


Acknowledging Department Instruction No. 659, of 


April 17th, 1903. 
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tas OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA, 
PEKIN, CHINA. 


June Sth, 1903. 


I have the honor to acknowledge receipt of Instruction 
Wo. 659, of April 17th, 1903, and to say that in accordance 
therewith I have requested the United States Delegate on 
the Bankers’ Commission at Shanghai, to send me at once 
copies of all the documents, and to furnish me, specifically 
and categorically, all the information required. As soon 
as received it will be 3 transmitted to the Depart- 
ment. 

I have the honor to be, 


Sir, 


Your obedient servant, 
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Repairs to the temporary Legation quarters. Dir- 
ections as to payment received. Confirming De- 


partment telegram of June 6th. Giving notice of a 


draft for $987. in accordance therewith. 
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I have the honor to confirm your telegraphic instruc- 
tions of the 6th instant, as follows: 
Conger, Peking. 

Your 1208, 1249, 1265 received. Draw for nine hundred 
eighty-seven dollars if you have not already drawn, and 


render account current year. On July first draw against 


appropriation for rent 1904, thirty-six hundred dollars if 
necessary to complete repairs, and date account and vouch- 


ers after July first. 
(Signed) Loomis, Acting. 


In accordance with the above I have to-day drawn. on 
you for $987, and will support the same with current ac- 


count and vouchers. For the balance necessarily expended 


to temporarily house the Legation, I will make draft and 


account after July lst as directed. 
| I have the honor to be, Sir, 
Your obedient servant, 
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TLrANNõο²m] OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA, 


June 8th, 19035, 


Subject: Civil Service examinations for Americans in the 


Par East. Letter from Mr. Drollette, Clerk in 


this Legation. 


I have the honor to enclose a letter from ur. . V. 
Drollette, now employed as Clerk at this Legation, enquiring 
if 1 is any way in which he can enter the Civil Service : 
for employment in Manila or elsewhere in the Orient, with- 
out returning to the United States for examination. Will 
you kindly have me furnished with the necessary information 
to make him a correct reply. 

I have the honor to be, 


gir, 


Your obedient servant : 


Enclosure as stated. 
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Enclosure 16, . In Despatch u. / 7 
Mr. Drollette to Mr. Conger. 
Peking, June 8th, 1903. 


Hon. Z. . Conger, 


k. x. 4 M. p., U.S.A., 
Peking. 


As you are aware, I have been employed in this Lega- 
tion for nearly two years as stenographer, te., in which 
line of work I have had nearly ten years experience, speak 
and write French, and at present am studying the Chinese 
language, in which I feel I am making good progress. 

I have, therefore, the honor to ask if, in view of 
my qualifications, you can suggest some way by which I could 
enter the Civil Service without the necessity of first re- 
turning to the United States to take the examinations. 

This would be of great advantage to me, as with a knowledge 
of French and Chinese I should much prefer to remain in the 
service in the East. 

Thanking you in advance for any assistance you may 
be able to give me, I have the honor to be, Sir, 

Your obedient servant, 


(Signed) G. W. Drollette. 
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Mr. Conger te the U 1 


Subject: 
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SECRETARY, 


Secretary of State. 


Student Interpreters. Arrival of Mr. Albert 
. Pont ius. 
Acknewledging Department Instructien No. 644 


of March Ist. 


June 9th, 1903. 


fo the Honorable 


John Hay, 


Secretary of State, 


Washington, D. 0. 


Sirs 

I have the henor to acknowledge the receipt of De- 
partment Instruction No. 644 ef March ist, announcing the 
appeintment of Mr. Albert v. Pontius of St. Paul, Mimesota 
te be a Student Interpreter in China. 

Mr. Pontius arrived in Peking te-day. 

: haye the hener te be, 
Sir, 


Your ebedient servant, 
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| ASSISTANT SECRETARY, 


JUL 18 1903 Tee 


‘Secretary ef State. 
FOR RFLS. 1903. 


Subject: The questien of epen perts and censulates in 
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Manchuria. Cenference with the Russian Minister. 


= J 


He must await instructions. Discrepancy de- 


— 


tween the statements of the Russian Ambassador 


in Washingten and the demands of the Charge 
d'affaires 3 

Genfirming Department telegrams of May 25rd, 
May 29th, June 6th, and Legatien telegrams of 


May 30th and June 6th. 


LEGAT 1ON OF THE UNI ITED 8 | TATES OF AMERICA, 


June 9th, 1903. 


FOR RELs 1903 
John Hay, 
Secretary of State, 
Washington, D. C. 


Sir: 
I have the honor to confirm overleaf further telegrapl 


10 correspondence upon the question of open ports and Con- 
sulates in Manchuria. 

The Russian Minister arrived here on May 29th. I 
had a conference with him on the Soth with the result 
stated in my telegram of that date, and on the 6th instant 
I called to enquire, aud he informed me that he had not as 
yet received reply to his telegran. 

He again said he was sure his Government was not op- 
posed to opening the ports. I then asked him if, * he 
was certain there was no objection on the part of Russia, 


he would not so state to the Chinese Government. He replia 


that he could make no specific statement upon the matter un- 
til he received definite instructions from st. Petersburg. 
I wired you this on the 6th instant, and as instructed in 


your reply of the same date, shall take no further action 
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Charge d'Affaires here. 
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In complianés with your telegraphic instructions of 


May 29th, I at ome sent to Prince Ch'ing the note a copy 
(engt) ene matne let 


of which I udlese but us dt da received no reply. 
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Telegram received. (Cipher) 


Washington, 1903. 
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Conger, Minister, 
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May twentythird, eleven A.M. See Russian Minister 
tete sot stetetal¥ ed? To W Se ee ent? sefto 
immediately on his arrival. Russian 


| assured us they are not opposing.our preposition r apen 
ports and Consulates in Manchuria. Ask his cooperation for 
tet settelTA'bS extadD 
these objects with Chinese Government, 
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Telegram sent. (Cipher). 

eden *. No tds To 
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(ft need eee e feel orld 102 sad ut ge ont 

rnirtieth. Your telegram of the twentythird. Rus- 

sian Minister ee tte uinderstends Russian Gevermmentiis not 
opposed to on ee ee 


ed of tomonm ene evad I 
not cooperate without instructions from his Government, for 


which he will telegraph. 1! ° 
(Signed) Conger 
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5 : ; Washington, May 29th, 1903. 


Conger, Pekirg . N 

Your telegram of the 28th. You will reply to Chinese 
note, saying that in view of China's well asserted right to 
open Hew lowalities to ‘foreign trade when ana mere she 
sees fit, this Government cannot for a moment admit that 
ite most reasonable request alike beneficial to both 
countries and te the commerce of the world should be brushed 
aside in the manner the note suggests. China is as well 
aware as this country that commercial conditions in Manchur! 
ia demand the opening of new ports. Period. If China will 
et provide for Sah pening Ae Spee ant eee oe 


1 Impress upon Chinese Goverment the painful surprise 

ite umvillingness to comply with our request has created 

here. 1 * 

(Signed) Hay. 
Telegram sent. (Cipher) 

r | Peking, June 6th, 1908. 

Secstate, Washington. 


Sixth. Referring to my telegram of thirtieth, Rus- 
sian Minister says he has not yet received instructions 


and cannot make definite statement on the question without 
them. He thinks reply as to cooperation has been sent to 
you from St. Petersburg. I think it is simply evasion. 
(Signed) Conger. 
: — 
Telegram received. . (Cipher) 
Washington, June 6th, 1903. 


Conger, Minister, 

Your telegram of the sixth. Take no action on matter 
till further instructed. It is being discussed here by 
Ambassador under instructions from his Government. 
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. o. Mo. 804. 
Legation ef the United States of America, 
Peking, China. 
May Soth, 1903. 
Your Highness: 

Having telegraphed to my Governmert the contents 
of your two notes of the 24th and 27th instants, I have to- 
day received telegraphic ins trust ens to make reply te 
Your Highness that, in view of China's well asserted right 
to open new localities to foreign trade, when and where, 
in her ire, she sees fit, the Government of the United 
States cannot for a moment admit that its most reasonable 
request, which is alike beneficial to both countries and 
te the commerce of the world, sheuld be thus brushed aside 
in the manner suggested by these notes. 

China is as well aware as 1 the United States, that 
commercial conditions in Manchuria demand the immediate 
opening of new places for- international trade. If China 
will not previde for such opening by Treaty, and insists 
upon doing it prepria motu, then she should issue. an 
Imperial Edict at ence, declaring these Ports opened and 
reap the benefit which would come to her in greatest pro- 
portion. 

I regret to inform Your Highmess that in view of the 
friendly interest which my Government has unselfishly taken 
in the welfare of China, her unwillingness to comply with 
the reasonable request f the United States Government has 
caused a mest painful surprise, not only to the Government 
at Washington, bit te the people ef the United States in 
general. | 

Having this again called the serious attention of Your 
2 to this nega matter, I take occasion to en- 
. eon. . (Signe F, . 7. . minister 

ot et Foreign Affairs. 
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ASSISTANT SECRETARY, 4 


JU 
L 18 1903 


Smuggling of arms and munitions of war into China. 
Enquiry through the Consuls. Wo definite infor- 
mation obtainable. The prohibition against the 
exportation of arms will very soon expire. 
Referring to Department Instructions Ne. 6335, of 


March 4th. 


" 
LEGATION OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA, 
PEKIN, CHINA. 


June 9th, 1903. 


Referring to Department Instructions No. 633, of 
maren 4th, last, I have the honor to report that I have 
made such careful enquiry through our Consuls and others, 
as I have found possible, and can secure no definite in- 
formation of the smuggling of arms into China in any con- 
siderable quantities. 

77.7 
open to trade, where Chinese junks can enter unobserved by 
foreigners, or even by Chinese Customs Officials, that there 
is no doubt that arms and munitions are continually being 
Glandestinely brought into the Wire in small quantities. 

However, as the prohibition provided for by Article 
ot the Pinal Protocol will expire within a few months, 


and as it is practically certain that no agreement between 


the Powers for its renewal will be possible, it would not 


seem to be a matter of grave importance whether or not 2 
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The Louisiana Purchase Exposition. A Chinese 


Commissioner and party have sailed for Sm Fran- 


1800 Confirming Legation telegram of the same 


LEGATION OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA, 


June llth, 1903, 


re the Honorable 


John Hay, 


Confirming my telegram of this date as follows: 


Secetate, Washington. 
Eleventh. St. Louis Commissioner Huang and party of 


thirty-five arrive San Francisco on Hongkong Maru June 


Sir, 
Your obedient servant, 


oldaienolH ene of 


Val anol 


2 917908 


969800 
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Books and magazines for the Student Interpreters. 
The present library is well equipped with stand- 
ard authorities but at present in unsuitable ten- 
porary quarters. Tate books on the Orient and 


magazines would be a great advantage to the 


Students. Certain publications much needed for 


the Chinese Secretary's office. Permission re- 
quested to detail Students to take charge of the 


library. Acknowledging Department Instruction 


No. 667, of April 27th. 


24 @ 


LEGATION OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA 
PEKIN, CHINA. 


June llth, 1905, 


I have the honor to acknowledge receipt of Depart- 
ment Instruction Wo, 667, of April 27th, enclosing copy of 


a letter from President Wheeler, of the University of Cal- 


ifornia, referring to a communication from Mr. Arnold, a 


Student Interpreter here, advocating the advisability of 
providing the Legation with a library pertaining to the 
Diplomatic Service to which the Student Interpreters can 
have access. You direct me to report as to the Legation's 
needs in this respect. 

The Legation library is.at present very well equipped 
with standard works on lew and international law, Court Re- 
ports and Digests, Treaties, Messages of the Presidents, For- 
eign Relations, Consular Reports, general public documents, 
ete., ete. In fact it contains substantially all that Mr. 
Arnold suggests except current magasines and literature, 
and the Student Interpreters have the fullest liberty to use 
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the boehse whenever they desire. 


At present, for lack of room, the library is somewhat 


in disorder, and cannot be properly arranged and displayed 


until our new buildings are completed. At that time a con- 
' siderable increase gby the addition of the latest publica- 

dlens on Diplomacy and Consular workgwould be very desir- 

able, and I heartily recommend it. In the meantime if some 
or the latest books upon the Orient and the best current 
magazines and literature could be furnished for these young 


men, & want would be supplied, the personal expenditure for 


which their meagre salary will not justify, and the Govern- 
ment would be amply repaid by their better equipment for 
the public service which would result. 

There are, however, certain Chinese publications which 
are at present needed in the office of the Chinese Secre- 
tary, for general reference by him and the Student Interpret- 
ers, to wit: Mayers' "Chinese Government;" "Chinese Read 
ers’ Manual;" Playfair's "Cities and Towns of China;" Giles’ 
"chinese Literature;"* List of Officials, Chinese and Eng- 
lish; Chinese text of Treaties with Foreign Powers; Eng- 
Aish-Chinese dictionary; (The Students supply themselves 


with Chinese-English dictionaries.) Chinese "Red Bock, 
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00 gold, and I request that I may be ordered 


I believe it would be very beneficial to the Studedie 


to place them each, for one or two months at a time, in 


charts of the library, making them responsible for its ar- 
rangement and care, and I respectfully request authority s 
so detail then. 
I have the honor to be, 
sir, 


Your obedient servant, 
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Returning signed indemnity vouchers. Referring 


to Legation Despatch No. 1507, of May 26th. 


~ee nti: “J 


gta 1 +; 

> = Apt “oe 

A * Gy 
N 6 * 

Tes) eee 


Washington, D. 0. 


Referring to Legation despatch No. 1507, of May 26th, 


I have the honor to return further signed indemnity vouchers 
.e 


as per list herewith, 


Enclosures 


List and vouchers. 
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Ve. a. . Martin. 


Full payment of Chinese in the employ of Americans. 
In the employ of . M. Chapin, 
Vonang Tung Chas, 


of American Trading Co., 
“Zia Ze Dung. 
of Gilbert Reid, 
/ Restate of Tsai Fang. 
of H. C. Hoover, 
/ Hsieh Feng-ming, 
ue Hung-hsun. 
of K. Ida Stevenson, 
“ Li Sse You. 
of v. r. Hobart, 
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Your telegram of the sixth was understood and my action in 
onformity therewith. 


CONGER 


* 


— 
vi 


12.47 P. X. 
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hhered by SRB, Chief Clerk's Office, 
— inf 


>» UNITED STATES OF 
PEKIN, CHINA. 


%, 5 0 
Ropes” 


4 


ur. Cenger te the 


Secretary of St 


Subject: Returning indemity warrants and vouchers for 


Miss Laura N. Jones. 


no. /323, 


LEGATION OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA, 
PEKIN, CHINA. 


June 12th, 1903, 
To the Honerable 
John Hay, 
Secretary of State, 


Washington, D. C. 


I have the honor te return herewith the warrants and 
vouchers for the first twe payments of 25% of the indemnity 


awarded te Miss Laura N. Jenes. 


Miss Jones is at present in the United States, her 


address being Riverside,, California, and she has left no 
agent in China with Power of Atterney te receive moneys 
fer her. 

I have the honor te be, 


Sir, 


Your obedient servant, 


Enclosures as above. 


Tr chan filet — Porton 


Subject: 


OPT OF oe 


3 OF | canis 
CEASSTSECRETN TARY 


June 13th, 1903, 


ASSISTANT SECRETARY, 


Secretary of State. 


ns 


The opening of Ports in Manchuria. Pressure on 


JUL 18 1903 
— as 


the Chinese Government continued. Their help- 
lessness. Treaty almost ready for signature. 
Confirming Department telegram of the llth, and 


Legation reply of the 12th. 


mare i K * 
4 a 
cule * 


10. 132% 


LEGATION OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA, 
| PEKIN, CHINA. 


June 15th, 1905. 
To the Honorable 


John Hay, 
* 


Secretary of State, 
Washington, D. C. 
sir: 

I have the honor to confirm overleaf, your telegram 
of the llth instant, and mine of the 12th. 

IT understood your telegram of the 6th instant to have 
reference only to my action with the Russian Minister. I 
shall continue to insist with the Chinese Government upon 
its either agreeing 9 Treaty, to open the Manchurian Ports, 
or doing it themselves by Imperial Edict. My last conver- 
sation and correspondence with them, which has already been 
reported to you, was emphatically along this line. To the 
latter I have received no reply. 

We must, however, acknowledge pPrivately, to ourselves, 
that China is absolutely helpless in the presence of Russian 
Opposition, and unless she is assured of effective foreign 
support, which is very unlikely, she dare not and cannot 
take definite action in the face of Russian opposition and 
occupation. 


With the exception of this question, our Treaty is 


peer iy 


3 peat for signature. Hence it is to be hoped that 
the een now going on in Washington may constrain Russia 
to soon make good her disclaimer to you by making the same 
to the Chinese Government. 
I have the honor to be, 


Sir, 


Your obedient servant, 


2 e. 
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Telegram received ( Cipher) 


unn June 11th, 1903. 


1 22 


~ 


Conger, Minister, 
1999 Peking. : : 18 100 ‘eri: 
By my telegram of sixth I meant you were — do 
approach Russian Government (Minister?) again unless ‘farther 
advised, but were not to cease wging the matter upon the 


2 ‘chinese Government. 


Teleg am sent (Cipher) 
Peking, June 12th, 1903. 
Secstate, Washington: 
Twelfth. Your telegram of the sixth was understood, 
and my action in conformity therewith. 
(Signed) Conger. 


rourteenths 
After having nearly finished negotiations with an understand- 
ing that the treaty should de and signed at Shanghai, 


Chinese Government, AVES notige or our consent, by edict has 


ordered all treaty ns transferred to Peking. 

The United States and Chinese Commissioners at Shanghai have 
substantially agreed upon all points except opening of the * 
churian ports. The place for negotiations onee fixed can only 

changed by the consent of both parties. I think it would be 
prejudicial to our interest, and have refused and 
shall’ in no case consent to reopen any question already agreed 
upon by the Joint commissioners. 


1 hope for your approval by telegraph. 
CONGER 


: ‘A 10 | 
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LEGATION OF THE \UMITED STATES OF AMERICA™ 
PEK me / 


2 


June 16th, 1903. 


Secretary of State. 


Transmitting duplicate copies of Customs Gazette 


No, CXXXVII, January-March, 1903. 


(Despatch No. 1254, of aprti Sra, 2903.) 


LEGATION OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA, 
PEKIN, CHINA. 


June 16th, 1903. 


ro the Honorable 


John Hay, 


Secretary of State, 


Washington, D. 0. 


Sir: 


Referring to despatch Jo. 1284, of April rd, 1903, 
I have the honor to transmit under separate cover, dupli- 
cate copies of Customs Gazette No. CXXXVII, January-March, 
1903, 1.--Statistical Series No. 2, published by order of 
the Inspector General of the Chinese Imperial Maritime 
Customs. 

I have the honor to be, 
Sir, 


Your obedient servant, 


Ack. and file! 


: 
TELEGRAM RECEIVED IN CIPHER 20 1903 
DIPLOMATIC . > + — — 


JUN 22 1903 Puom 


Pekihg, 


REAU June 18, 1903. 


y Received 11.26 A.M. 


’ 
7 
F 
. and file: OR RELS, 1903, 


Your telegram of the 16th. I have communicated to Russian 
Minister our demands relative to localities to be opened to 
trade. He says he has no instructions except to await discussion 
of the question at Washington and can make no statement to 
Chinese GOvernment nor any one concerning the attitude of 


Russia. 


iphered by 


„ 05 92 
? 


Subject: Private Audience granted to Admiral Robley D. 


Evans. Description of the Audience. 


< Fa 1 
I. 8 : 


10. 1326. 


LEGATION OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA, 
PEKIN, CHINA. 


June 18th, 1905. 
To the Honorable 
John Hay, 
Secretary of State, 
Washington, D. C. 

sir: 

I have the honor to report that on the 15th instant 
I presented Admiral Robley D. Evans, and eleven members of 
his Staff, to Their Imperial Majesties at the Summer Pal- 
ace, where they were cordially and graciously received. 

The Admiral made a brief speech which was replied to 
by His Imperial Majesty, copies of both of which are en- 


closed, 

The Admiral and I were invited to ascend the Dais 
when enquiries were made by Her Imperial Majesty as to the 
President's health, as well as our own. She expressed per- 
sonal pleasure at meeting the Admiral, made some compliment- 
ary references to the United States, bade us walk through 
the grounds with the Ministers, and to partake of a luncheon 
which had been prepared for us. 


Immediately after the audience for the Admiral, Their 


Majesties received Mrs. Evans, Ire. Conger, and the ladies 


accompanying 


accompanying them. They were then given a breakfast with 


the Princesses, d@iring which Their Imperial Majesties again 


appeared and indulged at great length in general and friend- 


ly conversation. 


Bverything possible appeared to have been done by the 


Court to make the reception cordial, as well as impressive 


with all of which Admiral Evans seemed well pleased. 
I have the honor to be, 
Sir, 


Your obedient servant, 


Enclosures: 


1. Speech of the Emperor. 
2. Speech of Admiral Evans. 


Enclosure No./ In Despatch 10. / 32 6 


Speech of Admiral Evans at Imperial Audience of June 
15th, 1903. 

I beg your Imperial Majesties to believe that I fully 
appreciate the distinguished honor you do me in granting 
this audience. It is not necessary for me to say that the 
friendship of my country for China, and her honored rulers, 
is sincere and lasting. Yet I may say that all my country- 
men are watching with deep interest, and the greatest confi- 
dence, the development of this splendid Empire under rulers 
representing a family that has governed for over two hundred 
and fifty years. 
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Enclosure No.2 In Despatch No / 826 


F. O. NY .499. 


Reply of the Throne to Admiral Evans at the Audience 

of June 15th, 1903. b 
88 

In coming to pay his respects to U in this audience 
His Excellency, the Admiral, has been most felicitous in 
his remarks, which have given US very great pleasure. 

The friendship between China and his honorable country 
has been unfailing and genuine, and has grown closer with 
the lapse of time. The present is one of critical import- 
ance to our prosperity in many ways, and WE more than ever 
desire to strengthen the good relations with his honorable 
country, so that China may attain to an equally high posi- 
tion, and WE hope that such relations may be of mtual 
profit, 

WE also wish for the Honorable Admiral constant happi- 
ness and good fortune in all his undertakings. guch is OUR 


sincere desire. 
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The opening of new Porte in Manchuria. Confer- 


ence with the Russian Minister. He can make no 


statement, being instructed to await result of 


discussion at Washington. Sentiment of the 


Chinese Government probably coincides with de- 


sires of the Russians. Course to pursw. Con- 


firming Department telegram of June 16th, and 


Legation reply of June 18th. 
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so. 5 ASSISTANT SECRETARY, 
LEGATION OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA, 
PEKIN, CHINA. 
June 18th, 1903. 


UL 21 1903 


ro the Honorable 


John Hay, 


Secretary of State, 


Washington, D. C. 


I have the honor to confirm overleaf your telegram 
of the 16th instant, and my reply of to-day. 

This morning, in compliance with the request of the 
Russian Minister for Foreign Affairs contained in yor tele- 
gram, I informed the Russian Minister that we were asking 
th Chinese Government to open for trade, in Manchuria, 

Ta Tung-ku, Moukden, and Hardin, and that the Russian Min- 
ister for Foreign Affairs had promised our Ambassador at 
St. Petersburg that he (Mr. Lesear) would te instructed to 
state frankly to the Chinese Government the attitude of 
Russia. 

The Russian Minister informed me that the natur had 
been taken entirely out of his hands, and he had been in- 
structed to await the result of the discussion of th est 5 
ion at Washington; therefore he could not make my state- 


ment at I concerning the matter, either to the Chinese 


Government or to anyone else. He, however, told me that 


he would at once telegraph what I had said to his Govern- 
nent, and as soon as 3 reply would inform me. 

This seems to me, on the part of the Russians, simply 
trifling with us. en the Chinese Government tells us 
that it is willing to open the Ports, yet I am satisfied 
that it 4050 not desire to, and will be pleased if Russian 
opposition will prevent it. I'am quite as certain that 
Russia will be equally gratified if China, for any reason 
whatever, or for any excuse, cam be induced not to open 
them. It ise not a long step from this to the belief that 
upon this question, at least, a friendly understanding 
exists between the two countries. 


It seems to me that the only solution of the problem 


is to, in some way, induce Russia to make good her assurance 


to you, or else acknowledge that she does not mean what sis 
says. We shall lose considerable prestige with China unless 
this can be brought about. 


I have the honor to be, 
Sir, 
Your obedient servant, 


CPi Crp 


men inn. er 1 
ae ‘Washington, June . 1908, 
Conger, Minister, es 
Pekin g. 

Our Embassy in Russia telegraphs that Russian Minis- 
ter for Foreign Affairs requests that you communicate to 
Russian Minister our demands relative to localities to be 
open to trade. He promises that the Minister of Russia 
will be authorized to frankly state to the Chinese Govern- 
ment attitude of Russia. Confer fully with Russian Minister 
and report result. 


(Signed) Hay. 


Telegram sent. (Cipher) 
Peking, June 18th, 1903. 


Secaate, Washington. 

Bighteenth. Tour telegram of the 16th. I have con- 
municated to Russian Minister our demands relative to lo- 
calities to be opened to trade. He says he has no instruc- 
tions except to await discussion of the question at Washing: 
ton, and can make no temen to Chinese Government nor 
anyone concerning the attitude of Russia. 

(Signed) Conger. 


ter 


Subject: 


> > 


— — — . 


DirLUwia ne 


Secretary of State. 


The Bankers“ Commission at Shanghai. Tranemitt- 
ing copies of corresponience with United States 
Delegate. Further papers and copies of the pro- 
ceedings to be forwarded later. Acknowledging 
Department Instruction No. 659, of April 17th, 


last. 


eS 


10. ia 
LEGATION OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA, 
PEKIN, CHINA. 


June 18th, 1903, 
“to the Honorable 
John Hay, 

Secretary of State, 


Washington, D. C. 


I have the honor to transmit copies of correspondence 
had with the United States delegate on the Bankers' Com- 
mission at Shanghai, in compliance with your Instruction 
Yo, 659, of April 17th, last. 

The full copies and translations of the several re- 
ceipts requested have not been furnished by the delegate, 
although I sent him a copy of your despatch so that there 
might be no misunderstanding as to your requirements. I 
have called his attention to the omission, and will forward 
them as soon as received. 

I will also transmit copies of the proceedings of the 
Commission immediately on receipt thereof as promised by 


Mr. Fearon. 
I have the honor to be, 
Sir, 


Your obedient servant, 


Fearon, 


.. 
* iro te 
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Water Ne. |, Ym Despates 16/3 2 5. 
~ Conger to Mr. . 


Misc. No. 1776. 
Legation of the United states of America, 


Peking, China. 
June 5th, 1903, 
J. 8. Pearen, Esq., 
U. S. Representative Bankers' Commission, 


Shanghai. 


I am instructed by the Department of State to cause to 
be transmitted through this Legation, frem you as the 
United States delegate on the Bankers' Commission, copies 
of variagus documents concerned with your work on the com- 
mission, together with certain specific and detailed in- 
formatien as to the practice of the Commission and the 


Banks represented thereon, in receiving, holding, and 
transmitting indemnity funds, etc., etc. 
‘IT am also requested to call your attention to the con- 


ditions of the bend given to the United States by t he In- 
ternational Banking Corperatien of New York, and to re- 
quest you te inform me, in view of the same, whether or not 
you consider that you have any claim against the United 
States for compensation while serving as delegate on the 
Commission, and if se, on what authority such claim is 
based. I enclose you a copy ef the above-mentioned bond, 
Which, after examining, you will please return to me. 

I alse enclese a copy ef the Department instruction 
whi¢h sets forth in detail exactly what is required, and I 
ask you }) therefore, to comply categorically and spe cifi- 
cally with each and all of its requirements at your earl- 
iest convenience, so that I may be able te transmit your 
r “ply, with requisite enclosures, to the Department of 
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Enclosure No.Q In Despatch v0. / 32 F, 
ur. Fearon to MF. Conger. 
Shanghai, Tune llth, 1903. 
His Excellency, 
Edwin H. Conger, 
U. 8. Minister, Pebing. 


I am in receipt of your despatch of Sth instant, and 


in accordance with your request now furnish you with the in- 
formation, with regard to the indemnity payments, asked for 
in despateh No. 659 dated 17th April, from the Department of 
State. 

In respect to the question of interest on the monthly 
payments deposited to the credit of the Commission of Bank- 
ers, I wrote fully to the State Department on May 15th last. 

A copy of the proceedings of the Bankers Commission 
since its creation is now being made and will be forwarded 
to you as soon as possible. The monthly deposits are made 
to the credit of the Commission of Bankers and can only be 
withdrawn by cheque signed by each and every delegate. 

The amount received by me on lst July, 1902, from the 
Commission was Shanghai Taels 900,391.64, the equivalent of 
Haikwan Taels 808,251.02, the U.S.share of payments made to 
the Commission by the Taotai. The valuation of the Shanghai 
Tael was arrived at by estimating its worth on 30th June 
1902, at 27 1/4 pence, and the short sight selling rate in 
New York on London at 4.8775. For instance 2725 multiplied 
by 48775 and the result divided by 240 gives 55575, the rate 
fixed upon. 

The payments made by the Chinese to the Commission are 
in shoes of Sycee of uncertain fineness, but averaging 
roughly about 982, consequently the value of a tael is an 
undetermined quantity until it has been melted, assayed and 
brought up to the recognized marketable fineness. 411 this 
entails loss in weight and heavy expense, but until Sycee 


5 through such a process it is to all intents and 
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7 n 0 5 ent are deposited 1 ya by the Chinese in certain 
sig a 00 ‘by the Bankers 22 | Commissi 0 on, for th credit 
— o6 a, and I enclose you specimen form of the 
1 1 005 given by each Bank to the . which 
are eventually exchanged for the Commission's total receipt 
signed by each and every Delagate, copy of which is also en- 


closed. 
The copy of the bond given to the United States Gov- 


ernment by the International Bank, I have read with inter- 
est but do not find that it contains any clause whatever 
that debars tie United States, from Claiming remuneration for 
the immense amount of work, entirely apart from that of his 
duties as Agent of the Bank, which his position necessi- 
tates. 

In this connection the writer is the servant of the 
United States Government and not of the Bank. The rate of 
remuneration paid by the British Govermment for similar ser- 
vices to Mr. Hillier, was, I understand, 61200 (say $6000 


gold) per annun. 
The copies of the proceedings of the Commission show 


that their meetings have been frequent and lengthy, and 
these are only a small portion of the extra work required to 
carry out the duties in a proper and intelligent manner. 
I return herein the copy of the Bond. 
I have the honor to be, 
Sir, 
Your obedient servant, 
(Signed) J. 8. Fearon. 
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Commission of Bankers in Shanghai. 


Beetived from the Taotai of Shanghai the sum of 
Hatkwan Taels. sai 


hang insta 
indemnity paid by him to this commission for the month of 


Delegate for Germany and Austria Hungary 
Belgium 


Spain and France 
United States of America 
Great Britain 


Italy 


Japan 
the Netherlands and Russia 


Recribed from H. E. the Taotai of Customs of 
Shanghai the sum of Haikwan Taels. 
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terme of Fins) Protece2 te the U.S. Government en 
| ere | 


ore — 1786 . « Way ‘ 1 ; = aS 


e abe, tors. an ee . een 0 888 60 
Werttestten Go1ah45,052,50 at 742 60,717, 68 
Interest in arrears of Interest M. 118.3688, 76, 10 26,361,246 


at 4%, eee 


Amount received by U.S. Delegate from Bankers 
| Commi ssien. 
July Ist 1902 f. 115. 806, 281, 00 
Jeny.lst 1903 6808, 802, 0 
Meere H.Tis. 209,502,683 


a 


in exeess of amount called fer in terms of Protecol. 
The amount received on ist July 1902 is the equivalent of 
Geld $495,591,87 at 553 per Shanghai Tael the rate fixed by the 
Commission of Bankers. i 
The ameunt received on ist Jany. 1903, is the equivalent of 
Geld $464,587,46 at 514 per Shanghai Tal, the rate fixed on 
eee einn os the value. 

The amount received on ist July 1902, is the gold equivalent of 
the interest on the U.S. share together with interest on the 


arrears of Interest. The payment ef lst January 1903 is 

7,319,79% of the amount received by the Commission during 1902 

after payment of the Gold equivalent of interest and arrears of 

interest on ist July 1902. 

The Tactei paid to the Commission during 1902, H.Tls.1,820,000 

per month, or H.Tls.21,640,000 altegether, which re requested 

sheuld be applied as follews:- 

Yor Interest on R. 118. 400, o00, oo at 4% KH. 7118. 18, 000, 000 

one third of arrears of Interest 5,000, 000 

Anortisation 829,500 
H.T1s8.21,829,500 ~~" 


/ q —— —— 
Since ist January 1905, the Tactai has continued te pay 


* n. . 50. o * month of which the u. 8. Goverment will 
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Legation of the United States of America, 


Peking, China, 


June 18th, 1905. 


J. 8. pearon, Esq/, 


U. 8. Representative, Bankers Commission, 


I have received your letter of the llth instant, w th 
stated enclosures. 

Instead of sending actual copies and translations of 
II receipts, etc., as requested by the Department, you 
have only sent sample blanks. I therefore invite your at 


tention again to that portion of Department Instructions 


referring te that special matter, and ask you to kindly 


épmply therevith. 


Very respectfully, 


BE. H. Conger 
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WL 21 1903 


Subject: Transit Passes and the Peking Octroi. The case 


of Dr. Griggs. The amount wrongfully collected 
from him has been finally returned. Referring to 


Department Instructions Wo. 652, of April ra. 


Lern OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA, 
PEKIN, CHINA. 


June 18th, 1905. 


Referring to Department Instructions Jo. 652, of 
April Grd, last, I have to report that after Dr. Griggs had 
paid an extra 2 1/2% duty, and received the regular transit 
pass for his household effects en route from Tientsin to 
Peking, he was charged an extra 3% at the gates of Peking, 
which he paid under protest. 

T have now, as will be seen from the correspondence 
herewith enclosed, succeeded in recovering for him, from 
the Chinese Govermment, taels 37.81, the amount wrongfully 
collected from hin. 


I have the honor to be, 
Sir, 


Your obedient servant, 


ril 22nd 
: ~ oy May din 38 1903, 


. Sth, yen 
onger, June 12th 


i 1903. 
Prince Ch'ing, June 17th, 1905. 


Enclosure N. J. In Despatch Wo. 329, 
Mr. Conger to Prince Ch'ing. 
Legation of the United States of America, 
Peking, April 22nd, 1903. 
your Imperial mans 
I have the honor to inform Your Imperial Highness that 
I have received a complaint from Rev. J. L. Griggs of the 
American Board Mission, Peking, to the effect that recently 
certain household goods, stores and ofher effects, in all 


forty-one packages, were shipped to him from Tientsin. In- 


land transit duties were paid on these goods at the Native 
Customs, Tientsin, amounting to Tls. 31.879, for which he 
holds receipts. This payment was intended to clear them of 
all other duties whatsoever on their way inland, yet upon 
their arrival at Peking the Octroi Office here insisted 
upon collecting duties to the amount of Tls. 57.81, which 
were paid under protest and for which a receipt was given. 
I enclose for Your Highness' examination copies of the re- 
ceipts and Transit Pass. This action on the part of the 
Peking Octroi Office, as Your Imperial Highness will readily 
see, is a direct violation of the Treaties. That between 
China and Japan of July ZIst, 1896, Art. XI, says: 

"It shall be at the option of any Japanese subject 
desirim to convey duly imported articles to an inland 
market, to clear his goods of all transit duties by payment 
of a commutation transit tax or duty, equal to one-half of 
the import duty in respect of dutiable articles and two 
and a half per cent upon the value in respect of duty-free 
articles; and on payment thereof a certificate shall be is- 
sued which shall exempt the goods from further inland 
charges whatsoever." | 

It therefore becomes my duty to request Your Imperial 
Highness to direct the Superintendents of the Peking Octro# 
to at once refund the amount of the duties illegally col- 
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lected from Rev. J. 1. ane and instruct the said author- 
ities that hereafter all goods protected by proper Transit 
Passes which may be shipped to this city shall be admitted 
' free of any duty whatsoever. I have every confidence that 
Your Imperial Highness will be ready at once to right the 
wrong done to Mr. Griggs by complying with this reqw st. 
I avail myself of the opportunity to renew to Your 
‘Imperial Highness the assurance of my highest consideration. 
(Signed) R. H. Conger. 
Envoy Extraordinary and 
Minister Plenipotentiary of the 
United States. 


To His Highness, Prince of Ch'ing, 
President of the Board of Foreign Affairs. 
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Enclosure No.2 In Despatch N. / 32. 
The Foreign Office to Mr. Conger. 
We have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of Your 
Excellency's recent note, saying that Rev. J. L. Griggs, an 
American missionary had received several packages of house- 
hold goods, covered by a Customs Transit Pass, which on 


their arrival at Peking, were assessed additional duties 


by the Peking Octroi Office, and you request us to direct 


that the money be refunded. 
Our Board immediately directeé the Peking Octroi Of- 


fice to make investigation and reply. We have now received 
the reply, to the effect that the said Yamen Gollects the 


Peking Octroi on all goods except provisions for the Lega- 


tions, intended for their own use, which according to reg- 


ulations are admitted free, that, aside from these, all mer- 
chants and others of whatever nationality who bring goods 
into Peking are uniformly required to pay the duty, that 
this has been the usage heretofore, which is a matter of 
record; that in the present case in which Rev. J. L. 
Griggs of the American Board Mission had brought in same 
household goods and provisions, although he had paid the 
inland transit duty at Tientsin, their entrance into the 
Capital was a different affair from their being sent else- 
where inland, and they nut pay the duty in accordance 
with the Regulations. 

On the receipt of the above, as in duty bound, we 
have written this reply to Your Excellency for your infor- 
mation. 

We avail ourselves of the opportunity to wish Your 
Excellency the compliments of the season. 
Cards enclosed. 
Fourth Moon, 8th Day (May 4th, 1903) 
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Mr. Conger to Prince Ch' ing. 


ee 59694535 “ 


FP. O. Neo. 495. 
Legation of the United States ef America, 


Peking, China. 
May Sth, 1903. 


Your Imperial Highness: 

I have the honor te acknowledge the receipt of Your 
Imperial Highness* note ef yesterday's date, informing me 
that the Pekin Octrei Yamen had written you that all goods 
brought inte Peking by merchants or others of whatever nat- 


ienality, except previsiens for the Legatiens, intended for 
their own use, must uniformly pay the Octroi: duties and that 
although in the case of Rev. J. L. Griggs who had breught in 
some heuseheld goods and provisions, he had paid the Customs' 
Inland Transit Duty at Tientsin, the bringing ef these good s 
inte Peking was altogether different from their being sent 
elsewhere inland, and that in accerdange with the Regulations 
they must pay the duty. 

I have the honor te call Your Highness' attention to 
the wording ef the Treaty, which is very clear. The Art- 
icle quoted in my previous despatch, Art. II of the Japanese 
Treaty of July 2lst, 1896, reads:- 

It shall be at the optien of any Japanese subject 


desiring to comvey duly imported articles to an inland mar- 
ket, to clear his goods of all transit duties by payment of 


@ commutation transit tax or duty, equal to one-half of the 


import duty in respect ef dutiable articles, and two and a 


half percent, upen the value in respect of duty free articles 


and on payment thereof a certificate shall be issued which : 
shall exempt the goods from all further inland charges uu 3 


soever." 


The goods of Rev. J. L. Griggs paid the comnutatien 
transit tax, and were furnished with the required certifi- 


cate, which according to the above Article exempts them 
dire all further inland charges whatsoever. There is no 
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exception made in favor of Peking, and goods m ipped to 
this city must be treated in the same manner an those 
shipped te other places inland. It the Peking Octroi 
has heretefore been collected wen geeds furnished with 
the Inland Transit Certificates, it has been done in plain 
violation of the Treaty, and is a precedenttwhich camot 
be allowed. I must therefore once more insist that te 
amount of the octroi duties collected upon the goods d 
Rev. J. L. Griggs in violatien of the express provision 
of the Treaty, shall be re funded. I believe that Your 
Highness upon further investigation will see that this demani 
is perfectly just, and will jure direct the Octrei Yamen to 
repay the money referred te and avoid such illegal exactiens 
in the future. 

I avail myself of the opportunity te renew te Zour 
Imperial Highness the assurance of my highest consideration. 

(Signed) F. K. Conger, 
J. 8. Minister. 

To His rmperial Highness, Prince of Ch!“ ing, 
President of the Board of Foreign Affairs. 
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knolosure 4 In 3 Wo 34 
‘The Foreign Office to Mr. Conger. 
We have the honor to reply to Your Excellency's 
requesting the return to Rev. Dr. Griggs, an American mis- 
sionary, of certain octroi duties. 
Your Excellency some time ago states that Rev. Di. Griggs 
brought goods to Peking, upon which he had paid the Inland 
Transit Duty at Tientsin for which he obtained a certifi- 
cate, and that according to Treaty they should be free 
from all inland taxation whatsoever, and that you had still 
to request that the octroi duties which had been illegally 
collected from him should be refunded. 


not 0, 


A note received from 


Our Board upon receipt of Your Excellency's nde con- 
municated with the Octroi Office directing an investigation 
to be made. 

We are now in receipt of a check from the said Yamen 
for 118. 37.81, the amount of the octroi collected from Mr. 
Griggs, which is returned to hin. 

As in duty bound we send the check to Your Excellency 
in this note, for your examination, and that you may for- 
ward it to the said missionary for his receipt. 


We avail ow selves of the opportunity to wish you the 


compliments of the season. 
Cards enclosed. 
One check enclosed. 


Fifth Moon, 17th Day (June 12th, 1903) 
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ur. Conger to Prince ch“ ing. 
Legation of the United States of America, 
Peking, China, June 17th, 1903. 
Your Imperial Highness: 

I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt on the 
12th instant of Your Imperial Highness' note, enclosing a 
check for Tls. 37.81, which the Peking Octroi Office had 

, sent to you to be returned to Rev. Dr. Griggs, the same be- 
ing the amount of the duties collected from him in violation 
of Treaty provisions, and concerning which upon my repres- 
entations you had caused an investigation to be made. 

I have the honor to express to Your Imperial Highness 
my hearty appreciation of the promptness with which the 
mistake has been rectified. 

I avail myself of the opportunity to renew to Your 
Imperial Highness the assurance of my highest consideration. 

(Signed) EB. H. Conger, 
Envoy Extraordinary and 
Minister Plenipotentiary 
- of the United States. 
To His Highness, Prince of Ch'ing, 
President of the Board of Foreign Affairs. 
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Peking. 
June 19, 1903. 


ceived 5.50 a.m. 
a a 
Seer of State, 


Washington. Fas we 
19th. Chinese Government has decided ‘to continue our treaty 


negotiations at Shanghai. 


iphered by J. R. G., 9.25 a.m. 
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ASSISTANT SECRETAnY, 


2 ae June 1d, A 22 1903 2 
* 3 


Secretary of State. 


Proposed transfer of Treaty negotiations from 


Shanghai to Peking. Correspondence with Prince 


nl ing. The sittings resumed at Shanghai. Con- 


firming Legation telegrams of June 14th and 19th, 


and Department telegram of June 16th. 
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_ LEGATION OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA, 
a de PEKIN, CHINA. 


June 19th, 1903. 


f 


ro the Honorable 


John Hay, 
| Secretary of State, 
Washington, D. C. 
sir: 

I have the honor to confirm overleaf our recent tele- 
grams concerning the removal of Treaty negotiations from 
Shanghai to Peking, and to enclose copies of my despatch 
to Prince an' ing, and his reply on the same subject. 

The Commissioners at Shanghai telegraph me that they 
1580 resumed sittings to-day. 

I have the honor to be, 
Sir, 


Your obedient servant, 


Enclosures : 


1. Mr. Conger to Princes Ch'ing, June 12th, 1903. 
2. Prince hing to Mr. Conger, June 18th, 1905. 
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Kr. 
Telegram | sent (Cipher). hte 


Peking, June 14th, 1903. 
Secstate, Washingt on .Fourteenth. after having nearly fin- 
ished negotiations with an understanding that the treaty 
should be completed and signed at Shanghai, Chinese Govern. 
ment, without notice or our consent, by Miet has a dered u 
treaty negotiations transferred to Peking. The United 
States and Chinese Commissioners at Shanghai have substan- 
tially agreed upon all points except opening of the Manchv- 
rian Ports. The place for negotiations once fixed can only 
be changed by the consent of both parties. I think it wouk 
be prejudicial to our interest, and have refused to f& ansfer 
and shall in no case consent to reopen any question already 
agreed upon by the Joint Commission. I hope for your appro 
al by telegraph. 

(Signed) Conger. 


Telegram received. (Cipher) 


Washington, June 16 th, 1903. 


Conger, Minister, 

Peking. Sixteenth. Your telegram of the 
fourteenth received. It is not perceived here how t ansfer 
to Peking could be prejudicial our interests, though manner 
chosen for doing so open to a criticiaem. All points of th 
treaty being agreed except, 8 localities in Manchuria, 
which must be settled at Peking, the place of signing of 
the treaty is of minor importance. Your refusal to consent 
to reopen any questions already agreed upon at ‘Shanghai is 


Teleg am sent. (Cipher) 
Peking, June 19th, 1903. 
Secstate, Washington. 
Nineteenth. Chinese Government has decided to con- 


tinue our treaty negotiations at Shanghai. 
7 (Signed) Conger. 
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Enclosure Ne. % In Despatch 10. 430. 
Mr. Conger te Prince Ch'ing. 
„ 
F. 0. No. 510. 
Legation of the United States of America, 
Peking, China. 
June 12th, 1903. 
Your Imperial Highness: 
By a circtilar note of the Dean of the Diplomatic Corps 
I am just informed of the Imperial Decree of yesterday's date 
which directs the Chinese Commercial Treaty Commissioners 
to tranfer negotiations from Shanghai to Peking. 
I have the honor to inform Your Imperial Highness that I 


an compelled to make most decided ebjections to any such tran 


sfer. The Chinese Government arranged with the Government 11 


the United States that the new: Commercial Treaty between the 
two Pewers should be negotiated at Shanghai? It is manifest 
ly unjust therefore to make such a change as is proposed 
without even consulting the Commissioners of the United 
States. The negotiatfens were begun in goodrfaith at 
Shanghai and the Chinese Government premised me that its Con- 
missioners sheuld have full power te sign at Shanghai 30 
soon as the Treaty should be completed and agreed to. The 
negotiations have been carried in good faith and have con- 
Sumed many months time. They are now nearly finished; the 
Treaty is almost ready for signature. Other Powers may, if 
they cheese, consent te transfer the negotiatien of their 
Treaties te Peking, but so far as the United States is cen- 
cerned I must insist that the negotiations be continued at 
Shanghai until the Treaty be completed. If necessary for 
the Chinese Commissioners to consult with their Advisers at 
Peking, it 1s quite possible for them to come here for that 
purpose, but in that case they ought to return te Shanghai 
to cenduet the negotiations with the dean of the 

| United 


„ 

E 

Telegram sent (Cipher). 2 } 
Peking, June 14th, 1908. 
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United States. 
* avail Nr of the eppertunity te renew to Your 
Imperial Highness the assurance of my highest consideration. 


(Signed) K. H. Conger, 
k. B. * M. p. of the 


United States. 
To His Imperial Highness, Prince of ch! ing, 
President ef the Board of Foreign Affairs. 
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Enclosure No. 4 In Despatch No./$30 
Prinee Ching te ur. Conger. 


f ’ eeeeeencecece 


I have the heuer te acknowledge the receipt on the 19th 
of the Fifth Moon, XX1X Year of Kuanghsu (June 14th, 1905) 
of Your Execellency’s despatch, saying that you urgently 
request that the Gommercial Treaty Hegotiations between the 7 
United States and China may de continued and completed at 
Shanghai, though other countries may, if they desire, conduct 


their negotiatiens at Peking, etc. 
Our Board has already telegraphed to the Treaty Commis- 
sioners, informing them that the Treaty with the United 


ny ge 
States is still te be negotiated and agreed at Shanghai. 


As in duty bound, I send this reply fer Your Excellency’ 


informatien. 


A Necessary Despatch. 


Kuanghsu Nl Year, Pifth Moon, 25rd Day. 
(June 18th, 1903)/ 
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TELEGRAM RECEIVED. 


w. HB. PD. 9. Ent. Ww.) PEKING. ~ a 4 Gay : 


Lyall here and well, is writing. 


— a po cee gh A 
Zoho 8 


Conger. 


eceived 7815 a.m., June 20, 1903, 


7 OF Siete 


iZ AM (863 


Segation of the Mnited States of America, 


June 20th, 1905. 


Secretary of State. 


Subject: Whereabouts of Earl H. Lyall. Confirming De- 
partment Telegram of June 19th, and Legation 


Telegram of June 20th. 


LEGATION OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA, 
PEKIN, CHINA. 


June oe 1903. 


To the Honorable 


John Hay, 
BSecretary of State, 


Washington, D. Cc. 


I have the honor to confirm Department telegram of 
June 19th, and my reply of to-day, with regard to the where- 


abouts of Mr. Earl Lyall: 
Conger, Minister, 
Peking. 
Do you know whereabouts of Earl Lyali? 
(Signed) Loomis, Acting. 


Secstate, Washington. 
Lyall here and well. Is writing. 
(Signed) Conger. 


I sent for Mr. Lyall who is working with the Archi- 
tect of the French Legation. He is perfectly well, and 
assures me that he is writing. 


I have the honor to be, 
Sir, 


Your obedient servant, 


CMEC ope 


ASSISTANT SECRETARY, 


oe 


‘LEGATION OF THE UNITED STATES OF AME 
PEKIN, CHINA. 


AUS 6 1903 

June 23rd, 1903, 
DIPLOMATIC BUREAD 

err STE Aa tft 


S / 
* 
1803 
es ET 5 * 
Mr. Cenger te the cid . 


Secretary ef State. 


Subject: The Whangpee Censervancy Beard. 
The appeintment ef the Chinese member is still 
deferred in spite ef censtant urging and direct 


premises. Prebable peliey in delay. 


> 


Acknowledging Department Instructien Ne. 672 ef 


May 12th. 
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LEGATION OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA, 


PEKIN, CHINA. 
June 25rd, 1903. 


ro the Honorable 
John Hay, 
Secretary of State, 


Washington, D. C. 


I have the honor to acknowledge receipt of your Jo. 
672, enclosing a despatch from the Consul General at Shang- 
hai, and Department's reply, in regard to the appointment 
of the Chinese member on the Whangpoo Conservancy Board. 

I regret to add that I have, on every opportunity, 
called the attention of the Chinese Government to their 
failure to appoint their member on the Board, and have fre- 
quently 6 their . direct promises to me to 
make the appointment at once. They no longer offer 
any excuses for not making it, but I feel quite 
sure that they, knowing that the other Powers are as anx- 
ious as we are for the appointment, are using this matter 
to imduce them to yield to their contention for the right 


of paying the indemnity in silver. 


I have the honor to be, 
Sir, 


Your obedient servant, 


- 


4 
- > 
* 4 " 1 
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ASSISTANT SECRETARY, 


OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA, 


‘ A * 


June 23rd, 1903. 


FOR RELS. 1903. 


Mr. Cenger te the 


Secretary ef State. 


Subject: The opening ef Treaty Perts in Manchuria. 
Censultatiens with the British and Japanese, whe 
agree with us as te the perts in questien. The 
ether Pewers are net interested in this prepesal. 
Acknowledging Department Instructien Ne. 674 ef 


May 16th. 


LEGATION OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA, 
PEKIN, CHINA. 


June 25rd, 19035, 


ro the Honorable 
| FOR RELS, 1903. 


John Hay, 
Secretary of Sta e, 
Washington, D. C. 
sir: 

I have the honor 5 acknowledge receipt of your Jo. 
674, concerning the opening of Treaty Ports in Manchuria. 

I have heretofore consulted with the Japanese and 
British Representatives here, and they both agree with me as 
to the desirability of opening Ta T'ung-ku, Moukden, and 
Harbin. 

The British, having completed their Treaty, are only 
making general suggestions to the Chinese as to the import- 
ance of opening these places. The Japanese are demanding 
in their Treaty the opening of Ta T'ung-ku, which they 
have, as we have, and for the same reason, substituted for 
Takushen, and Moukden. They, however, acknowledge the in- 
portance of opening Harbin, but have not been instructed 
to demand it in their Treaty. 

The Japanese and British are the only Powers which 
seem interested in this matter, and hence I have not con- 


ferred 


L * 


ferred with any of my other Colleagues upon the question. 


- 
„ 


I have the honor to be, 
sir, 
Your obedient servant, 


Subject: The Cemmissien te censider the silver difficulty. 


A eepy of its instructiens cemmmnicated te the 
> 


Chinese Gevermment and its reply. 


J 


Acknowledging receipt ef Department Instruction 


C7! 
No. 471 of May Sth. 


LEGATION OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA, 
PEKIN, CHINA. 


June 24th, 1903. 


fo the Heneradie 
John Hay, 
Secretary er State, 


Washingten, D. 0. 


I have the hener te acknewledge the receipt of 
67’ 

Department Instruction No. Ji ef May Sth, with a cepy of 
the instructiens issued te Messrs. Hugh H. Hanna, 
Charles A. Cenant and Jeremiah v. Jenks, appeinted Cen- 
missioners te consider the questien ef the ever fluctuat- 
ing rates ef exchange between the countries using geld and 
these using the silver standard. 

These instructions have been cemmunicated te the 
Chinese Gevermment and a copy of their reply te my note 
en the subject is enclesed. 

I have the honor te be, 


Sir, 


Your ebedient servant, 


re e. 


Prince Ch'ing te Mr. Cenger, 


- Bnclesure: 


asi 60 . United States, to the United States Govern- 

„ requesting its assistance in seeking to devise a plan 
whereby China and other countries might avoid the evils 
growing out @ the fluctuation in the price of silver, and 
that you had received instructions from the Department of 
State at Washington directing you to inform our Government 
that the United States has now appointed Messrs. Hanna, Con- 
ant, and Jenki®s, commissioners to deal with the subdjéct, 
and directing you also to transmit to us the copy of the 
instructions issued to the said three Commissioners which 
you hoped we would carefully examine. 

We note that the rise and fall of the value of silver 
is ever uncertain and constitutes a hindrance to the trade 
of all countries. Wow that your Honorable Government has 
consented to lend its assistance to the consideration of a 
remedy, if possible, we regard it as a matter that will be 
of mutual benefit, and we, Prince and Ministers, are all 
most grateful to your Government for its kind disposition. 

The copy of the instructions which you sent we are 
having carefully translated and are considering the same, 


and we now send this reply for Yow Excellency's information 


and that you may forward the same to yar Honorable Govern- 
ment. 


Ve avail apres of the opportunity to wish Your 
Excellency the compliments of the season. 


Cards enclosed. 
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Subject: Levi 8. Wilcox, Consul General of the United 


States at Hankow. . Recognized by the Foreign 
Office and his Commission forwarded to hin. 


Acknowledging No. 670, of May 8th. 


OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA, 
PEKIN, CHINA. 


June £4th, 1903. 


To the Honorable 
John Hay, 
Secretary of State, 


Washington, D. C. 


I have the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your 
No. 670, of May Sth, enclosing the Commission of Levi 8. 
Wilcox, of Illinois, as Consul General of the United States 
at Hankow. 

The Foreign Office has granted him formal recognition, 
and has notified the local authorities concerned. The Com- 


mission has consequently been forwarded to Mr. Wilcox at 
Hankow. 
I have the honour to de, 
Sir, 


Your obedient servant, 


: 
: 
a 
: 
: 
i 
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indemnity awarded te him by the Gommissien: 
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LEGATION OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA, 


June 26th, 1903. 


To the Honorable 
John Hay, 
Secretary of State, 
Washington, D. C. 
sir: 

I have the honor to tranemit herewith, a copy of an 
additional letter from Dr. Gilbert Reid, protesting against 
the action of the Commission upon his claim for indemnity 
growing out of the Boxer troubles of 1900. 

I have the honor to be, 
Sir, 


Your obedient servant, 
6 Lae Ze a 
Enclosure; 


Dr. Gilbert Reid to Mr. Conger, June 19th, 1903. 


„ del 
36 Range Road, Shanghai, 
. June 19th, 1903. 
His Excellency Mr. Cenger, 
United States Minister Plenipotentiary, 
Sir:- 

I beg leave te acknowledge the receipt of a copy of a 
dispateh from the Department of State which you have kindly 
forwarded me. It would appear that further discussion 16 
useless, though I should be glad if something could still 
be done te secure proper redress, In case discussion is 
useless, I desire te place on record my strong pretest ef the 
way my claim against the Chinese Government has been managed 
by the representatives of my own Government. Prom wat the 
State Department has written, it would seem that an American 
citizen in China has ne right ef appeal, ne right of petition. 
At least it is the practical result, since it 18 decided te 
adhere te the decision made by the Claims Ceommissien. If 
the Claims Cemmissioners knew that they had autoeratic power, 
they should have been very slew te have decided in such a 
way as te inflict an injury on ene of their natienals. As 
I remarked in a previous letter, the presumption is that if 
a missionary under oath makes a statement as to the value 
of his preperty, his statement should be accepted, unless 
there is positive evidence te the centrary. 

It will be clear te you that the Claims Commissieners 
in treating my claim in the way they did, net enly made me 
a financial leser but offered an insult to my character. 
They calmly cencluded that I made a false statement and that 


my word was not se trustworthy as that of ethers whose 
claims Were accepted in full. I have a right to be indi- 
gnant at such treatment. 

During the siege one sop Nagi missionaries remarked that 
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5 ve + understocd that Dr. Arthur k. Smith and Profess- 
„ Headla receiveé compensatien fer manuscripts 

watch were destroyed. The manuseript in my pessessien of 
two of ny father's beoks, which had been carefully prepared, 
were destroyed; for this manuscript I asked compensation and 
secured none. The State Department writes: "It appears that 
the Commission im making up the award as te the items speci- 
fieally referred te was governed by the same principle fol- 
lewed in ether claims of a like nature". It is very clear 
to me that my claim and the claims ef ethers did not receive 
the same treatment. 

I regret making these complaints/ but I deem it only 
right te let Your Excellency know that I am very much dis+ 
Pleased at the way my claim for lesses has been considered 
and met. 

I remain, Sir, 
ie Your mest ebedient servant, 


(Sgd) Gilbert Reid. 
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GATION OF UNITED STATES OF 
PEKIN, CHINA. 
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Subject: Defences ef the Legat len Quarter. Ineles ing 
letter ef the General ending the German Fer- 
ces, with regard te the defenceless cenditien 
ef the Seuth-Western corner ef the Legatien Quar- 
ter near the Chien-men Gate adjeining eur Legation. 
Previeus attitude en this quest ien and present 


views. 


iHY 8G WOTTAGTs 
: 


BATION OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA, 
PEKIN, CHINA. 


June 26th, 1903. 


: 


‘to the Honorable 
John Hay, 
Secretary of State, 
Washington, D. C. 
sir: 

I have the honor to transmit herein copy of a note 
from the German Minister here, enclosing a letter from 
General Rohrecheidt, commanding the German forces in this 
Province, and my reply thereto, urging the necessity of the 
erection of extensive defences at the Southwest corner of 
the Legation Quarter, near the Chienmen Gate, on that part 
of the Tartar City Wall adjoining our Legation, correspond- 
ing with those of the Germans at the Southeast corner, on 
the Wall near the Hatamen Gate. 

1 have not heretofore believed it necessary nor polit- 
ic to erect elaborate defences around the Legation Quarter, 
(See my despatch No. 536, of February 16th, 1901)nor do I 
believe so now. 

In fact, unless conditions change materially for the 


worse, I shall, as soon as the fractional bonds are signed 


and delivered, the Whangpoo Conservancy Board organized, 


and | 
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new Treaties signed, be ready to advocate the with- 
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the Legation Quards from this city. 

: are being made by the Imperial Government 
to rebuild the burned towers over the Chienmen Gate, which, 
nowever, in my judgment will not essentially affect the 
situation. 

However, I respectfully request your consideration 
of the matter, and instructions accordingly. 
I have the honor to be, 


Sir, 


Your obedient servant, 


: e 


Enclosures; 
1. Baron von Mumm to Mr. Conger, June th, 1903, 

* with enclosure. 
2. Mr. Conger to Baron von Mumm, June 26th, 1903. 


ae * 
4 Taal > 


General von Rohrscheidt, commanding our military fore- 


* ; * 
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wt * * 
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of Chihii, has addressed a letter to me 

concerning the defence of Legation Quarter, and has asked 
me to bring the contents to the knowledge of your Legation. 

In consequence I have had a translation made of the 
General's letter which I enclose herewith for ymr kind per- 
usal, 

With kindest regards, 

Yours sincerely, 


(Signed) A. v. Mum. 
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Tientsin, 11th June, 1908. 


On the — cf ny last visit to Peking I had a 
chance to convince myself of such an imperfection of the 
defensive measures there, as must be regarded, from a mil- 
itary point of view, so serious that I feel not only induced 
to bring the same to Your Excellency's notice, but hold my~ 
self bound to enter a formal protest against it. 

As Yow Excellency knows, on the German line of def- 
ence a sort of block-house has been erected on the wall of 
the Tartar City, te serve as a means helping to repel any 
attack made from the direction of the Hatamen gate. 

On the opposite side of the same wall, however, which 
in case of trouble will have to be defended by the American 
guard, no precautionary measure of a similar kind has been 
taken. 

It is clear that by this want the Chinese would be 
enabled to sweep the whole length of the crest of the wall 
from the direction of the Chimnmen gate with artillery and 
musketry fire, as well as to make use of the wall as a 
road of approach. <Any fire discharged from the direction 
of the Chienmen gate, would at the same time hit the German 
defensive position on the wall in the rear, and, therefore, 
very considerably diminish its value. Should, in case of 
war, the Chinese coming from the Chienmen gate, succeed in 
gaining a firm footing on the top of the wall and in advanc- 
ing far enough, they would in the same way as in 1900, be 
able, from the height of their raised position, to have a 
full and free glance over the whole Legation Quarter and 
to put the same under a commanding fire. Under such cir- 
cumstances the German and French lines of defence towards 
the East could be easily and seriously endangered by re- 
verse fire. 

Were the Americans to raise the objection that in case 
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pr 0 od to bar provisionally the crest of 
| the West, I wust say that such an arrange- 
| | ivy stand-point, be considered as 
satisfactory. — ‘tron there being no security at all 
that on an emergency sufficient time, hands and materials 
will be available for the construction of similar work 
‘the resisting power of such cursory defensive means cannot 
de regarded as competent. 
The danger for the Legation Quarter will increase to 
a still more considerable extent, if the Chinese rebuild 
the tower on the top of the Chienmen gate,-which, from what 


I can gather, they have been now allowed to do-- for from 


that point it would be still easier for them to sweep the 
whole length of the crest of the wall and to get a full 
glance over the Legation Quarter. To meet such danger, 
the erection of a permanent counter-work on the wall will 


be an absélute necessity. 


to 8010 ed? N mR 9, 99. peaogorg a 71 been to 
-egne tie ca dove stadt yee teum I ,2e0W eft abitawos Liaw ext 


as betebtenco 9d nkbd“ har K 4 Fl u OY in Jaem 
{fe se tte d über Bene I n Tabs 0 
GLA Tre TN bos ub ent vue Vb wrd bone tente ha lb Pate 
Kon WT 4 7 ub bn SuHbb Uf der Thal U {tiv 
tons» ensem oy kalte eb . Howe" to evo Biken ue ox: 
16201 Lag be bs beben oF 

ot eu int LTI n ub rue off Yok Tena ont 
DItucten easitdd ef? tf ee san deb Tub o btb 1 TI 7 » 
tacdw mont Hot eas mene tal Bhs 10 God en no 100 elf: 
nom 10% o 5% bewo f ta won teed by von“ ed hes 7 
of? debe SY mtr 10 4e dae III od STOW SP Hee tan: 
(rit 2 tes oe bm flaw edd YO Fao ba? 10 Wo shor” och 
„esa Hobe Sesh OT e n not Fe ONY ov evhsTy 


[{tw Ifaw edt no 1108 teens 1 a to mottoers or} 


an neden den na od 


silonwW 643 een OF BS 


te fdaten eas mm 
ro eonaia 87 
Daa a iobny Omes SAT FUG 
done tT bas casrTied ers s8eonmas s 
otuse Baa vitesse ed Sivoo taal 8 
5141 eet 


oeLdo ec? ealtat of ane eas e168 


1 


* : * “ng — 
e >." . 


7 4 Pog > * 


Weeenre Me. J. Tm Despaten No. 38) 
. 
Mise, Ne, 1615. 
Legation of the United States of America, 
Peking, China. 
June 26th, 1903. 
My dear Colleague: 

I have te acknowledge receipt ef your note of yes- 
terday, With its enclosed trans lat ien of a letter from Gener- 
al Rehrscheidt, Cemuanding the German Military Forces in 
Chihli, concerning the defective defences now existing 
around the Legatien Quarter. 

| In our negotiations with the Chinese Plenipeotentiaries 
we obtained the right te put the Legatien Quarter in a 
defensible conditien, but the Diplematic Cerps has never 
determined when nor he it sheuld be placed in such condit A 
ien. 

As you are aware, I have never believed it wise nor 
pelitic te erect elaborate defences here, and I have, with 
the appreval ef my Government, uniformly eppesed it. Hew- 
ever, I will, with pleasure, transmit a cepy ef General 
Rehescheidt's letter te my Gevernment, and ask fer further 
instructions in view of his military argument. 

I seize the eecasion te renew te Your Excellency the 
assurance of my highest censideratien. 

(Signed) F. H. Conger. 
To His Exeellency, 

Baren von Humm, 

Envoy Extraordinary and Minister Plenipotentiary, 
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PEKIN, CHINA. 
June 26th, 1905. 


Secretary of State, 


W 8 


„ 


Subject: Transmitting account and notice of draft for ex- 


penses in repairing a house for the occupation of 


a Student Interpreter. 


LEGATION OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA, 
PEKIN, CHINA. 


June 26th, 1903. 


, To the Honorable 
John Hay, 
Secretary of State, 
Washington, D. C. 
sir: 

Referring to Department Instruction No. 614, of Jan- 
vary 12th, I have the honor to inform you that I have this 
day drawn on you for $58.88, to pay for the repairs necess- 
ary to prepare one of the old houses for the occupation 
of Mr. A. W. Pontius, a Student Interpreter recently ap- 
pointed. Account in support herewith. 

I have the honor to be, 


Sir, 


Your obedient servant, 


TLE 
A _2-> 25 at al 
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Eqclosure ; 
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Account as stated. 
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I DIPLOMATIO. 
AuG 19 1903 


9 


karton OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA, 
PEKIN, CHINA. BUREAU 


Secretary ef State. 


Claim fer indemnity fer the death ef 

Mrs. Sarah Alice Treyer-Yeung. 

Pacts all as stated in memorial, but Mrs. Young 
was a British subject by marriage censequently 
the alan sheuld be presented te the British 
Gev erument.- 


Acknewledging Department Instruction Ne, 669 of 


May 4th, 


LEGATION OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA, 
PEKIN, CHINA. 
June th, 1903. 


To the Honorable 
; l 


John Hay, 
Secretary of State, 
Washington, D. C. 
sir: 

I have the honor to acknowledge receipt of Department 
Instructions No. 669, of May 4th, last, enclosing copy of a 
claim, by her father, for indemnity for the death of Mrs. 
Sarah Alice Troyer-Young, who was killed by the Boxers about 
July 16th, 1900, and directing me to investigate the case 


and report. 

I have carefully read the memorial and letters trans- 
mitted, and find 0 agree substantially with the well- 
authenticated and published accounts of the massacre. 

I have also consulted Mr. G. L. Clark, Secretary of 
the China Inland Mission, at Tientsin, who informs me that 
the records of their mission tell the same sad story. There 
can be no possible doubt of her massacre as stated in her 


father's memorial; but she was a British subject (a fact 


which the memorialists omitted to state), having married 


John Young, a Scotchman, in April 1899. 


‘tor the losses of their own nationals, any claim against 

f 

the Chinese Government for the loss of Mrs. Young's life 
should have been made by the British Government. I appre- 


hond that in making the estimate for which the United States 


claimed indemity, no British subjects were included. It 


would seem, therefore, that to the British Government, and 
not to the United States, should application be made by the 
heirs of Mrs. Young. 
I have the honor to be, 
Sir, 


Your obedient servant, 


* 


% 


' 
4 


ON OF THE UNITED STATES 
PEKIN, CHINA. 


' 


ur, Conger to the 


Secretary of State. 


Subject: Bankers' Commission at Shanghai. Transmitting 
copy of their proceedings. Referring to Lega-~ 


tion No. 1328, of June 18th. 


ON OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA, 
PEKIN, CHINA. 
June 29th, 1903. 


ro the Honorable, 


John Hay, 
Secretary of State, 
Washington, D. 0. 
sir: 

Referring to my Wo. 1528, of June 18th, I enclose 
herewith copy of the proceedings of the Bankers Commission 
at Shanghai, as furnished me by the United States Repres- 
entative thereon. 

I have the honor to be, 
Sir, 


Your obedient servant, 


Enclosure as stated. 
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Agreed that the following preliminary recommendations be commmi- 
cated through the Doyen to the foreign Representatives in Peking 
ror their consideration and approval. — 


— — — 


It is agreed that the minutes of the proceedings shall 
be kept in English and French. {As the delegates dis- 
agree as to which language shall be the official text, 
it is decided to refer this question to the Diplomatic 


Body in Peking). 


The Presidency of the Commission to be held by each 
member for each meeting in rotation in the French alphe- 
betical order of the countries represented. 


All receipts, vouchers, and cheques shall be executed 
by the Commission under the joint signature of its 
members, or of those present, provided that the number 
of those is not less than five members representing six 
nations 

A member of the Commission shall be elected to serve 
for a term of six months as Secretary who shall receive 
and forward all commmications on behalf of the Con- 
mission. 


‘The total monthly payments to be received fram the 
Chinese Government by the Commission in terms of the 
Peace Protocol must be sufficient to provide one twelfth 
of the annual service in gold at the rates fixed by the 
len, 30 long as this condition is complied with 
sion will — ‘subject to special tnetructi ong, 
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. 
‘been fulfilled and that no further responsibility 
reste with the Camisston either on to the yield of the 
wenue pledged or the sources of the moneys received. 


Then the Tactai has payments to make te the Camission 


‘will address himself to the Secretary, who will inform 
him on behalf of the Comission in which manner such 


Pending the determination of the Indemity due to each 
Power, the amounts received monthly shall be divided 


- 2 «< 2 


provisionally smongst the Delegates as 0110 
Allemagne 


and it is left to the Representative of the Powers in 
Peking if necessary, to adjust these proportions to an ed 
These amounts shall be handed by the Tactai to the Bank 


designated by each Delegate for the credit of the Ca- 
mission of Bankers. 
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of the currencies in which the monthly payments are to be 
made, the Comission shall deal as follows: At a Meeting 
of the Commission to be held before the commencement of 
business, on the last dey of each month, the sum total 
of the telegraphic transfer sterling quotetion of the 
Delegate of each Power shall be taken and divided by 

the number of such Delegates quoting, the rate determined 
being the quotation in 1/8s of a penny next below the 
result so obtained. 


Qn the basis of this sterling rate and the cross rates 
as mentioned hereafter, the Camnission will fix thet 


Francs rate to be calculated on the basis of the last 
short sight selling quotation in Paris 
on London for one pound less 3 3/4 centimes. 
above franc quotation 
above franc quotation 
above franc quotation 
rate to be calculated on the basis of 
the last short sight selling quotation 
Sn Berlin on London fer one pound less 
3 Prennigs. 
above Rs Marks rate one tael calculated 
on the basis of the last short sight 
s@lling quotation on Vienna/Berlin. 
above Rs Marks rate for one teel calculated 
on the basis of the last short sight 
selling quotation Amsterdan/Berlin. 
to be ealculated on the basis of the 
last short sight ling ot at ton in 
St. Petersburg on London for one pound 
lens 2 1/6 kopeks. 3 
to be calculated on the basis of the last 
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on London for one pound less 3/4 cent. 
to be calculated on the basis of the last 
7. . quotation in Yokohama on London for 
one Yen with the addition of 1/16 of a 


The Comission, however, reserves the right to itself 
of reconsidering and modifying this procedure, should 
it not be found to work satisfactorily. 


The recomverSion into Taels of the gold amount due to ) 

each Power shall be made at the rates determined and | 
each Delegate will then receive the cheque of the Commission 
for the qnount of Taels due to him. 


Delegate for Germany 

* „ Austria-Hungary 

9 * Belgium 

— „ Spain 

" Gnited States of America 

Prance 
Great Britain 
Italy 
Japan 
The Netherlands 
Russia. 
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took place om the 6th of February, 1902, 


421 the Delegates were present with the exception of 
Mr, Buse, who was represented by Mr. Pigge, and the Delegate 
ror Belgium, whe was represented by Mr. Saffert. 

The Secretary gave an account of what had passed 
since the last meeting. 

ist He had received a letter fran the facta’ notifying 
the Commission that the Commissioner of Custams of Shanghai had 
been adjoined to him to help in all matters connected with the 
Chinese Indemnity. ‘The Commission desired that acknowledgement 
should be given dn the detail, adding thet his letter had been 
sent to Peking. 

Bnd. Be has received suggestions from the Tactai 
concerning the monthly payments, the balancing of these semes-~- 
trially and the interest to be paid by the Powers on the monthly 
payments, After a long discussion, the Commission decided not 
to aecept the answer proposes by the Secretary, and te wait 
till the errival of the answer to our proposals that have been 

ra. In answer to the notification of the raot a1 
concernigg the January payment, the Secretary wrote back giving 
the different amounts to be placed in the Benks. The receipts 
of the Banks were received dy the Secretary, who wants the Con- 
mission to give a definite receipt signed by the members. The 
Secretary read the receipts given by the Banks and those of 
Germany and the United States are slightly modified. In order 
to arrive at a uniforn receipt, it is agreed to have a hundred 
printed, which will be distributed among the different Banks. 
| | . The printing of the general receipt to be given to 
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— eters cea Buse, it is 
decided that the Secretary shall send the receipt to the Tactat 
not sooner than 4 pum, on the next day, in order te give time 
to = ‘Buse to receive the necessary instructions for signing 


the receipt. 
fhe Secretary agrees, on the wanimous demand of the 
members, to keep, if necessary, the accountant books of the 


Commi s sion. 

m ae further agreed that the Secretary shell write 
after each meeting an Bnglish and Prench accowmt of the Minutes 
of the Meeting and submit them to the next meeting for adoption 

At 6.25 the Meeting was closed after a vote of thanks 
te the Chairman. 
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" gaa the Deiagstes are present except the one for Belgian 


who is represented by Mr. Siffert. 
fhe Chairman asks the Secretary to read the minutes 


of last mect ing. ‘This done and no objection having been raised 
on them, they are unanimously approved. . Augustin, chairman 
of last meeting, put his pereph on the Ml ish minutes, which 
will be written in the record bock of minutes tegether with the 
French text and then Signed by Mr. Augustin and the Secretary. 
dn the demand of Mr. Buse, it is agreed that a type- 
written copy should be made to be handed to each member of the 
Commission. 
+ The Secretary then says thats 
Ast. He has received a letter from Mr. Hobson, the 
Commissioner of Customs in Shanghai, notifying the latter's 
adjunction to the Tactai of Shanghai in connection with the nak ing 
of Indemmity payments. Lecture is given to the said letter ane 
it is decided that the Secretary shall send a copy to the Doyen 
of the Diplomat ic Body and ask K. *. if there is any objection ff 
the Diplomatic Body against the adeption of the modified igemen 
2 · The Secretary gives lecture of a letter fron ur. 
Hillier referring to Article 7 of the recommendations providing . 
for a provisional division of the payments from the Chinese. 
A long discussion takes place on this subject and , 
oer members point out that it must be well understood that 
| l only provisional and must be adjusted as soon as 
gree to a me Givision of the amounts to be 
| . seem to be of opinion 
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4 —— — This is rejected. 

Mr. Hillier then proposes that the second payment 
should be put im safe custody amuewhere in Ghenghai, the key of 
the safe being kept by the Comission. 

This proposition also is not accepted. 

mn Mr. „ and Mr, Buse declare that their 
instructions Allow them to slightly modify the scale adopted 
lest month, but they cannot agree to the proportion of 15 4 
asked for by Mr. ter for @reat Britain. Mr. Drosemeier and 
other Delegates declare that the inevitable ecusoquence of the 
non-unanimous agreement to the existing provisional division or 
any ene ee of beende Wy the Chinese and thatet 
the responsibility of this step is very great. 

Gra. u is suggested (1) that a telegram should be 
sent by each Delegate to his Minister or his Goverment asking 
instruetions about the question, (2) that a joint telegram should 
be sent te the Doyen. These two suggestions are hot accepted, 
and it is finally wnderstood that Mr. Hillier will telegraph 
describing the situation to his Government . In the mean time, . 
the Secretary will not give the necessary instructions to the 
Tactad for the next payment, out which a meeting of the C- 
mission at 2 o'closk on Thursday next will decide. in uel 

42 The Secretary then says that he understands from a 
telegraphig — of his om Charge d Arrairs that the _ 
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having received fron the Tactei a deposit of money 
placed * he credit of the Commission, at what conditions these 
moneys have been received and what interest they shall pay to 
the Comission on these deposits”. 

This proposition, which Mr. Siffert explains, is not 
seconded; n the other members seem to think that the questions — 
involved by the proposition can be postponed till the questions 
concerning the interest eventually to be paid by the Poreign 
Powers on monthly payments by Chinese, are settled. 4 

Aa · The Secretary proposes the following resolut ont : 

"The ali for meetings of the Commission of Bankers N 
shall be done by the Secretary by means of a cireculer signed 8 
dy himself, * 

The President of the next meeting has a right to re- 
quest a meeting to be called, This right belongs also to any | 
three of the Delegates. ghis right of calling for a meeting must 


be done in writing addressed to the Secretary who shall invite i: 


the members at a meeting to take place not later than three days 
efter the request has been received by him", 

After a shert discussion the altered proposition is 
adopted. The third sentence will read: 115 right belongs 
also to any three members", and the final part of the fourth 
sentence will read: At a meeting to take place not later than 
three days and not sooner than two days after the request has 
been received by him". 74 

A. The Chairman then proposes that to the above reso= 
lution should be added the following? 

"A meeting of five members, representing six Powers, «1 
shall constitute a quorum for the discussion and transaction 
of business, but their resolutions before becoming effective, 
must receive the written assent of the absent members“. 

Unanimously agreed to. 

‘Bie On the demand of the Chairman, the Secretary then 
renee a Proposed amendment by ur. Mallier to Article 2 of the 
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Mr. Droseneter says that the question has been decided : 
in Peking and cannot be altered, Several other Delegates are { 
not of the same opinion. fhe Secretary points out that there 
ve have again proof of the inconvenience of not having 4 collec- 
tive answer from the Diplomatic Body to the Comission. He, 
himself has not an official communication from anybody showing 
that Article 2 of our recommendations has been adopted. The 
amendment of Mr. Hillier is not adopted although Mr. Waren and 
others declare that it is most desirable that the dense en 
should strive to more permanency in the seat of President and 
Secretary of the Commission. 

2th. The proposed alteration by Mr. Hillier of Article 
4 is not adopted, all the members having received the recommenda- 
tion that our Article 4 should read as follows: 


- 


"The function of Secretary will be fulfilled in rota- 
tion for six months by the members of the Commission. Those 


who will thus be called may refuse and in this case the function 
of Secretary will be fulfilled by the next member in the alpha- 
betical order of the country he represents". As the alphabetical 
order has not been followed for the first eint of Secre- 
tary, the Diplomatic Body has taken the followitg resolution: 

"The Belgian Delegate, who has been elected by the 
Commission shall continue to fulfil the function of Secretary 
tall the expiration of the first period of six months; however, — 
when his alphabetical turn shall come, the function of Secretary 
will be devolved for that time on the next member", : 

The members see no objection to this. 7 

10th. The members then proceed to * the proposal 
of ar. Hillier, which amends the Article 10° and 10d of our 
recommendations. The discussion of this proposal is long and 
complicated. Mr. Drosemeier and other members cannot admit the 
principle of it. It is said by several members also that the 
Commission ought to accept the method followed by the Banks for 
the three Chinese loans. They do not find any inconvenience | 
ni admit thet 2 ig an official quotation in Shanghai and that 
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n must be taken ag the current rate of Bxchange 
3 3 N a 


l by Mr. Hillier is not accepted, (3) 
eee berere, and (2) because it introduces 
| 1 of the Chinese, which the 
2c don does not want, and (3) because it 
„„ con- 
corned by aliens private firms and Banks to tender for the 
Bxchange requirements. 

It is again pointed out that the technical questions 
involved in Article 10° and 10° must be referred to the different 
Governments and therefore the Secretary thinks that the Ccmissic 
might end the @iscussion and send the proposal of Mr, Hillier 
the amendment by Mr. Drosemeier, with ow Articles 108 and 10° 
to our Governments to decide. Mr. Manzi and others are of opinie 
that it is much better to agres first On One proposal before 
referring it to the Govermments concemed., 80 the discussion 
gees on for a time and Mr. Drosemeier explains again his amend- 
ment which is formulated by himself, Mr, Waren, and Mr, Hillier 
as follows? i 

"In the event of Article 10 of our recommendations 
remaining as it is, it may end as follows: “But the rate so 
arrived at shall not be lower than the quotation of the day, or 
if there be more than one, then the lowest qotation of the day 1 
shall be adopted". | a 

The Commission decides to send Article 10 so amended | 


wae 


and Article 10° as it was before to their respective governments 
for approval. 3 

“fhe meeting is closed at 6 o*clock p.m. efter voting 
thanks * the Chairmen. 


The Secretary pro, tem. The Chairman. 
tea) 5. sirrert. (sa) Hillier. 
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The Seventh meet ing of the „ of Bankers in 
Shanghai is held at ‘the Belgian Consulate General at 2 Pom. on 
the 27th of Pebruary 1902 under the Chairmanship of Mr. 4. Mansi 
Pe the Delegate for Italy. 

All the Delegates are present except the one for Belgi 
who is represented by ur. sitfert. : 

The Chairsan asks the Secretary to read the minutes of 
last meeting. This is done and as the reading goes along a few 
additions and alterations to parts 8, 9, and 10 of the minutes 
are duly noted. The minutes are then unanimously approved, it 
being understood that the proposals of Mr, Hillier and Mr, Drose- 
meier will be added in the record of minutes. Mr. Hillier pro- 
poses and the meeting passes a vote of thanks to Secretary for 


the trouble taken by him, This vote is acknowledged by the Secre~- 


tary who puts before the meeting a letter just received from 

the Tactai and part of which letter asks what decision has been 

taken about the question of interest to be eventually paid on 

the monthly payments made by him, It is decided to answer to 

the faotai that this question of interest has been put before 

the different Govermments concerned by their respective Delegates 

and that n. By, will be advised of the decision arrived at as soon 

as the meeting shall have necessary answers, The second part 

of the letter of the Tactai shall be submitted to a later meeting. 
‘Phe Chairman then asks Mr. Hillier if he has some com- 

munieation $6 give to the meeting concerning the provisional 4ivi- 

sion of the second payment to be mate by the Chinese. ar. Hillier 

tells the meeting that he has received a telegraphic answer from 

London which says that Lord Lansdown regrets that the proposals 

* Hillier were not accepted. In order to avoid the stoppace 

of *. E would — release the Chinese of their 

'r robe o, the British Government is 
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— any provisional Aivision of moneys which 


sistinguishes between revised and urevised claims. 
A long discussion follows in which take part 411 the 


members and from that discussion the conclusion is that ar. 
Drosemeier cannot accept the proportion of 13, , asked for by 
Mr, Hillier who in hie turn cannot find « way to agree to the 
proportion of 11,28% which is the proportion put down in a list 
received from Pekin by all the members except two. The Sacretary ) 
points out that he hes not received this list and that it is to be | 
noted that the Commission as a body has not received from the 
Doyen of the Doplomatic Body a list to go upon for the desired 
divisions It is then suggested by the Secretary to have a tele~- 
gram sent to Peking. Before this suggestion is adopted the dis- 
cussion is resumed dur ing which ar. Hillier again proposes that 
the Commission should receive the money from the Tactai and 
either deposit it without division in the Haikwan Bank in the 
name of the Commission or put it without division also in a sealed 
safe properly guarded. ur. Drosemeier strongly protests and 0 
the other members do not think the proposal of Mr. Hillier prac- 
101. ar. Par en is of opinion that the money — be refused 
by the Comission who has been constituted to receive the money. 
He suggests that the money may be divided in equal parts and 
placed in the Banks concerned but to that also Mr. Drosemeier 
protests in saying that his instructions do not allow him to do 


80. 

| A ccllective telegram to be sent to the Ministers in 
Peking in then forwarded by Mr. Pearon, Mr. Drosemeier, Ar. 
Augustin and Mr. Siffert. Hone of the texts proposed is adopted 
and it 48 agreed that each member, if he thinks it necessary, will 
send a telegram with his own text, to the Minister concerned. 
All the members hops that a uniform answer shall be received by 
tommorrow at 114 4. a. at which hour the members will meet again 
to decide what is to be done. 

The Secretary then asks what is to be written in the 

meantime to the Tactai in order that no responsibility may rest 
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ith hie im case the Pactad prestnted paysents to the Banks. 
the members decide that the Secretary should write at once to 
the Pactad telling him that the Commission expresses the desire 
| ' that He My should ask for instructions before making the second 
payment of the Indemnity. 

The meeting at St p.m. is then adjourned by the Chair- 
man WhO Gcknowledges vote of thanks granted him by all the members 
present. 


The Secretary pro. ten. : The Chairman. 
(ed) D. Giffert, (ed) A. Manzi Pe. 


) The eighth meeting of the Commission of Bankers in 
Shanghai is held at the Beutech At ehe Bank at 11¢ am. on 
28th of Pebruary 1902 under the Chairmanship of Mr. Sakic oben, 
the Delegate for Japan. : 

All the Delegates are present except the one for Belgiul 
who is represented by Mr. Arrert. 

The Chairman asks the Secretery de read the minutes of 
last meeting, which is done and as the reading goes along, a f 
minor additions and alterations are made and noted. 

Mr, Hillier proposes and Mr. Buse seconds that the * 
minutes be passed, which is voted by all present ani Mr. Manzi Fe, 
Chairman of the last meeting put his paraffle on the minutes, whi ch 
will be written in the record book. 

The Secretary then reads the letters he has written to 
the Tactait~ 1 

1. About the second payment, asking a. . to wait till 
further instructions reach him from the — for doing that 1 
payment. 

| 2. * the question of interest on monthly payments 
eventually to be ‘paid by the Powers. 

The Chairman then asks if the members have recéived any 
telegrams from Peking in answer to those sent by them yesterday. 

ur, Drosemeier says that he has received this morning . 
telegram from his Minister, which tells him that he has to insist 
to receaive the proportion of the second payment corresponding to 
the @ivision of claims written down on a list No. 5 circulated 
between the Ministers in Peking; the telegram says further that 
if this is not agreed to by the members of the Cammission to 
propose in the Commission to refuse the second payment. 

Mr. Fearon and Ar. Hillier are of opinion that the Cen- 


mission * diecuss « on that resolution because the Commission 
ve are of opinion with other 
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— telegrams may stil be expected from Poking. : 

: ur. Manzi has received a telegram from his Minister 1 
saying that he should insist on the acceptation by the Comission || 
of a division based on the circulated list 10. 8. n. . t ho 
Italian Minister further adds that it must be well understood that 
this second division should also be provisional 
ur. 
the provisional division of last month but ur. Hillier declares | 
that his — prevent him to do 80. * 
„ Bifrert has not received yet a telegram, he still 
hopes that an Commission as a body shall receive one from the 
Doyen or the Diplomatic body. He adds that he will accept the 
division based on List 5, which he has not received, if the other 
members agree to accept that division. 

The meeting is of opinion that the best thing to do 
under the circumstances is to wait, each member engaging higself 
to communicate with the Secretary if any telegram came from ‘ 
Peking. 1 is left to the Secretary to decide if another meeting 
is to be called in the afternoon. All the members decide also 


Drosemeier suggests that ar. Hillier should accept 


to refuse until further decision of the Commission, payments that 
should be presented by the Tactai to the Banks. 

The meeting is adjourned at 12¢ pom. after a vote of 
thanks to the Chairman. 2 


on 


The Gecretary pro. ten. The Chairman. 
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The ninth meeting of the Commission is held at the 
Consulate General for Belgivn at 114 a.m. on the Sth March 1902 
under the Chairmanship of ar. Drosemeier, the Delegate for the 
Netherlands. 

The minutes of last meeting ere read, passed unanimously 
and comtersigned by Mr. Sakio oben. 

Mr, Vearon then reads to the meeting the following 
cable received from the Secretary of State in Vashington!-~- 

"Article 6 Pinal Protocol provided for monthly payments 
- by China to your Commission, on account of Indemnity, for semi- 
annual prorata distribution emongst Powers of interest, and 
annual distribution on account of amortisation. It is not under- 
stood here why monthly distribution is made. You should urge on 
Commission carrying out provisions of Pinal Protocel. It is 
hoped that claims of various Powers will be adjusted before first 
semieannual distribution, te amount of Ghina’s liability. This 
will determine percentage dus“. 3 | 

fo which Mr. Pearon answered by wiret- 

"Provisional monthly distribution arranged as Cammission 
wable to agree upon nationality ef Bank for common deposit. | 
Delegates for Prance, Russia, Germany insist their shares must 
be deposited with their Banks, others favour any practical ar- 
rangement .* 

ur. Waren insists on this point that the Commission has | 
to receive the monthly instalments and he cannct see any practical | 
reason why the Commission should not adopt any provisional divi- } 
sion amongst the Banks or divide the emotmts in equal parts or 
put the undivided instalment in one Bank at the credit of the 
Commission till the final adjustment of cleims is arrived at by 
the Powers. _ : 

Several members are prepared to adopt one of these 
W | Bat | 
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. . Mansi has received a cable from his Goverment 
expressing regret and astonisheent at the non acceptance of the 
‘second oe of the Indemnity. 

Mr, Drosemeier canget and cays that they are contrary 
to his instructions. 

ur. Buse explains that he has an ebjection to putting 
the money in one British Bank who has a British charter. 

wre Milter anewers to that objection in saying that 
he cannot help 4 if there is not a German or a Prench or a 
Russian Bank outside not represented in the Commission. 

1. Drosemeier cannot concur with the views of Mr. 
en. Bis Bank is as good as any other and he thinks that 


ur. Billier ought te accept the provisional division of January. 

Mr. Alter says that he could return the argument 
and say that Mr. Drosemeier ought to accept any ether division 
as long as it is provisional. 


ar. Drosemeier cannot accept an increase of two per 
eant in favor of Great Britain. 

Mr, Buse says that we ought not in this Commission of 
Banke rs introduce politics. The provisional division of the 
monthly instalments is a purely banking operation and has nothing 
to do with politics. - 

are Buse proposes to get on with the work of the Con- 
mission and to send a telegram to the Doyen of the D&plomatic 
Body as followst- 

"To avoid a most dangerous precedent created by leaving 
the February quota in the hands of the Chinese, the Bankers 
Commission strongly urge upon the Diplomatic Body to divide the 
monthly payments at such a rate that Great Britain receives 13, 05% 

as the distribution is only a provisional banking operation and : 
final distribution will be subject to finel epnelusion of the 
. Mansi, Mr, een, Mr, Buser, Mr. Pearon, Mr. Siffert) 

and Mr. Buse ite and repeat that they are most willing to } 
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“om an order to allow the Gomeission te perform 
his appointed duty described in the Protecel. 
ur. Drosemeier Objects to the telegram being sent in 
the name canter ae Augustin is of the same option 
+ Mertert says that the majority can meet after the 
sitting of ‘iG Comaiasion and forward the telegram worded es they 
think right, 
fhe mxt business of the Comaission is the letter of the 
Pactai about the interest on monthly instalments and list of 
amounts and rebates of same for the first semestre of the year. 
This letter has been circulated amongst the members 
and the Secretary reads a draft reply which will be forwarded 
in due time. 
The meeting is closed at 12% after a vote of thanks 


is acknowledged by the Chairman. 


The Secre@ary pro. ten. The Chairman. 
(ed) D. Siffert. (sd) K. Drosemeier 
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The tenth meeting of the Commission of Bankers was held 
at 114 acm. in the Consulate General for isi on the 13th of 
March under the Chairmanship of Ur. Drosemeter, the Delegate for 

All the Belegates are present except the one for Belgium 
who 4s represented by Mr. Siffert. | 

| The minutes of last meeting are read, passed unanimously 
and cowutersigned by Mr. Drosemeier, chairman of the last meeting. 

On the demand of the Chairman, Mr. Buse read the following : 
telegram received by him from the Ministers of Germany and Austria. 

"The representatives of the Powers in Peking, have not 
been able to come to an agreement as to a provisional division 
and are of opinion that the refusal of accepting the payment 
presented on the 28th of Pepruary, is contrary to the stipulations 


of the Pinal Protocol, All the representatives, with the exception 
of the Minister for the United States, have decided to advise their 


Delegates to accept a division in equal parts and to consign on 
fixed deposit in each of the following Banks, the Deutsch Bank, 
Hong Kong d Shanghei Bank, Russo=Chinese, Indo China, Specie Bank, 
or the Vebruary quota, The United States Minister is of the 
same opinion but he does not feel entitled to advise he Delegate 
accordingly. Signed Mima Czikann". 

ur. nie Ghoh and Mr, Siffert have received a telegram 
on the same Lines; so has Mr, Dr osemeier, who adds that it is not 
4 decision that his message speaks of, but well an understanding. 

*. Hillier has also received a telegraphic message which : 
says that the proposition to @ivide the money in five parts (equal) 
has been accepted by them on the condition that these funds shall 
is deposited in these Banks in safe custody and sealed. 

*. Dearon is prepared te accept the suggestion contained 
tn the telegrams on the condition that the money shall not be used 
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N 
— t tite at ts oem ere, because his Bank ) 
wares am asters. aces ne Peal objection to the @ivisions in 
five er six parte and he urges that @ vote should be taken on 
either of the two suggestion, 
| Phe following proposal put forward by ar, Hillier and 
seconded by several members is manimously accepted. 
"The Pebruary instalment overdue shall be divided 
equally between the following Bankst- 
Deutsch Asiatische Bank. 
La Banque de 1° Indo Chine. 
The Hong Kong & Shanghai Banking Corporation. 
The Russo Chinese Bank. | 
fhe Yokohama Specie Bank. 
to be held,in safe custedy to the joint order of the Ccoumission? 
Mr. Drosemeier wants it to be understood and so does 
: Augustin that the resolution affects the February instalment 
only; because it must be noted that t should quite upset the 
local money market if . 7. 1,620,000 should be locked up every 
month. ae 
| It ie further agreed by the Commission that a letter 
shall be sent to each of the above receiving Banks by which the 
Commission lets them know that the Tactei has been instructed to 
hand to them the sum of H, 7. 364,000 which they will hola in safe 
custody te the joint order of the Commission of Bankers and that 
it must be understood that this money is not handed to them as «a 
deposit and cannot therefore be employed by then. 
The Secretary then reads two letters received from the 
Tactai in which a 1. notifies that the instalment for February 
has been presented to the Banks but refused by them. H. B, points 
out that the refusal is not his doing and that he is anxious to 
know what decision has been come to by the Commission about 
receiving the money. He adds that be hopes the Commission sees 
that it 4% just that the refusel of the money should not affect 
the question of interest eventually te be paid by the Powers to 
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tne Chinass for the monthiy payments pat in advance. 
‘fhe ¢ 1. on thinks that the facta’ has already been 
answered as to the question of interest. His request about the 
gate or payment of the February quote is answered by the decision 
just arrived at. 
fhe attention of the meeting is then brought back to the 
question of interest. 
ir, Sirrert reminds the members thet in a previous 
meeting 1¢ bas been agreed to by a1 the members te ask their 
respective Governmsnts the necessary instructions; it should be 
interesting to know what answers have deen received. | 
» Augustin and Mr, Choh say that they are not yet in 
possession of the anewers from their Governments. | 
| Mr. Milter agrees with Mr. Siffert ism saying that 
we should facilitate the sclution of the question of interest if 
we first ascertained what interest the Banks are prepared to 
allew on current account of the Commission. 

After a long discussion the meeting adopts the following 
proposition which revives that of Mr. Giffert, presented in one 
of the previous meetingst “The . Secretary is authorised to 
ascertain from each receiving Bank what rate of Interest it is 
prepared to allow upon the current account of the Commission". 

The Secretary will write to each of the Banks accordingly 
The Chairman closes the meeting at one o'clock after 
having acknowledged a wnanimous vote of thanks. 


The Secretary pro. tem The Chairman. 
lea) b. Sarrert. 


(ed) K. Drosemeier. 
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The eleventh meeting of the Commission of Bankers was | 
held at 8 p.m. in the Consulate General for Belgium on the 25fh 1 
March under the Chairmanshtp of Mr, Buse, the Delegate for Austria 7 
Hungary. All the Delegates are present except the one for Belgium | 
who is represented by Mr, Siffert. 

1. The minutes of last meeting are read, confirmed and 
countersigned by Mr, Drosemeier, Chairman of the last meeting. 

2. The Secretary then reads (a) the letter received 
from the facta, part of which refers again to the question of 
interest. It is decided not to answer any further before the * 
question at fasue has been decided by the different Powers. (b) J 
The an wers received from the different Banks on the letter from 
the Commission asking what rate of interest the Banks will allow 
on the current account of the Commission. 

The Hong Kong & Shanghai Banking Corporation and the 
International Banking Corporation are prepared to pay 2% per annum. | 

kus Deutsch Asiatische is not prepared to pay interest 


as the advantages accrued te the Bank by the deposits of the 
Commission are nil. 

The Yokohama Bank and the Bank de 1“ Inde Chine have 
asked instructions from their home offices. 1 


The Russo Chinese has not given an answer, 
As all the members have not the same opinion on that 


question of interest on current account of the Commission, it is 
decided not to discuss it further for the moment. 

3. The Secretary tells the meeting that the general 
receipt of the Commi s sion for the vo br uary instalment of the n 
noty has been handed over to He 1. the Tactai against the receipts. 
of the Banks, which ‘receipts have been put with the others in 

the safe of the Consulate General. | 

„ 8 The Ohaitrman 1 then calle the sttention of the meeting 
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A lengthy discussion follows, in which is considered 
first the date of payment of the instalment for March. 

“Phe meeting decides that the money must be paid on the 
* on the 28th, 29th and 3ist 
of March. 

Secondly the advisability of leaving the February quota 
in safe custody and the manner in which the March instalment 
must be kept by the Banks. 

The meeting agrees to the following resolution proposed 
by Mr. Pearon and seconded by Mr. Drosemeier, 

, "The Secretary will instruet the Banks to transfer the 
funds of the Commission held in safe custody to the current account 
of the Commission and will instruct the Tactai to make the payment 
of the March instalment in six equal amounts to the following 
Banks for deposit similarly in current account. 

Deutsch Asiatische Bank. | 


Hong Kong & Shanghai Banking Corporation. 
International Banking Corporation. | 
Banque de 1*Indo Chine. 

Russo Chinese Bank. 

Yokohama Specie Bank. 


On the demand of Mr. Manzi it is well understood that the 
division in six parts applies only to the instalment for March. 
‘The meeting closes at 6 p.m. after a vote of thanks 
to the Chairman, — 255 
he Secretary pres tem. The Chairman. 
(sa) D. sitrert, : (ed) J, Buse. 


a ae eT 
9 N 2 ttt A 


berebteaoo at dotde ct .ewolka Mase D ener & 
eu 105 2 17 N. 10 a 7. ö 2 * A$ 
od? no Steg od team. venom ods 29d? ee a 
een #888 ee ee, nf. t, d r n 
aun 10? efegeted ef? een te — eat 10 
tene, reges e antres! RN. 5 


jnemiatent dowsM ed? dotdy qt eee of? be: fave oyge 
a kd 


„m beat tion , feet wee gotteem deal e gs . fo 
besogor no ttuleen satwortoy es SIMO eee ee 
e ee eee 
oft „nere ones At ene ener 
„ano n deve ett 9? Koi etee gt e eee ed? d., 
dae e. of e of . N. AN N Mme 
ee ed? of eee, Lene N of SNN t 4 od? de 
fon r ele VPRY AAT FR OA He decent 
> eee * 
eber ants wd tadgrgd® fe en * N 
ee * ene 
eta e of hetage ve ‘Poa ah de ohak* £ oh. y 5 * 
Ag To etieaged of? ya n . LER OVE 1 * 
g ae etoog® 2 


eed. e&t¢D obef* lL ab strated?) bas AA ee edt 


ed? tect booterebay ILew at 31 tsnalt i te N E 


anole 
rer en trentagent, odd 02 re N F 32 ff 
ainsi? io efov a dende . 0 8 20 sesolo ote patzouy oft 


‘ag? oo otto emee ef3 gor ovan 


at ot ,sotesteamd eis To sees Inert) nee. Thott 


: 
„Socom of? 10 tedauet 2 2 of? Lon 2883 
275 

or See (be), Tum Ln enk trae 1det-ed? 107 motets amet W ee 
r en ef? tentage Laton? ed? * of ot reve -bebasd need. aad en 
at ase ed? «aitiw Iuq ** 70 atqtecet e „nn! ed? te 
„ese etatvenod edt 20 elas, . 

od? naerrte W tyes 


* é 
2 8 2 8 
N ae Pits 3 

N 


amt FAdd er 
* ferences off e yoltoem ed? 110 wie 


teen dt le mokemet e ode 1160 6 7 


. * ‘The nb mecting of the Comission of Bankers was | 
held at 4,30 pam, in the Consulate General for Belgium on the 1 
dard er April inher the Chairmanship of Mr. Buse, the Delegate for || 


Austria Bungeary. 
All the Delegates are present except the one for Belgium, | 


whe is represented by Mr. Siffert. 

1. The minutes of last mecting are read and confirmed 
unanimously. They are countersigned by Mr. Buse, Chairman of the 
last meeting. . 

: 2, Mr. Buse calls the attention of the meeting to the 
falling of the rate of exchange and the consequences that this 
falling may have on the actual sum to be paid by the Chinese to 
the foreign Powers. He thinks that the Commission eught to ast 
discuss the question of the opportunity or the non opportunity 
of calling the attention of the Chinese to this state of affairs 
and to n them that the exchange, in gold of the silver payments 
already made, might be done now in order to avoid further loss 
and greater loss if the rate of exchange still falls in the future 
and before the ist of July next. 

Mr, Hillier is of the bene Opinion and thinks that we 
ought to consult with the Chinese as soon as possible on the 
matter brought before the meeting by Mr, Buse. The Commission has 
a responsibility and it must avoid, in case of the Chinese not 
being able to meet increased liabilities, that these Chinese 
Authorities turn round on the Commission and tell it “why did 
not you call our attention to this matter?” He proposes the 
following letter to be written to the Tasta l- "The Commission" 
think 1t right to draw the attention of the Shanghai Tactai to 
the serious increase in the silver eqilivalent of the gold ob1i- 
ene pa the Chinese tovernment to the Powers on the 1st 
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ts Qaitting sinking fund, which is not strictly due till 
the end of the year; and provision of arrears of interest for 1901, 
tor the payment of which three years are allowed by the terms of 
the Protecel, the minimum obligation due on the st of June next is: 
Interest on Indemnity for 6 months at . u. r. 9,000,000 
interest on arrears of 1901 728. 9,000,000 at ef __180, 000 
Total 9,180,000 
Reduced to @ sterling basis at the exchange at 3/ fixed by the 
Protocol this would represent T. 1,377,000 

At current rates of exchange, the monthly payments on the present 
scale, say six months payments of BLK, Fis. 1,820,000 each - 
b. K. Tis. 10,920,000 at 111,48 2 Shanghat Ts. 12,164,860 would 
be insufficient to provide the sterling enount named. If in addi- | 
tion it is contemplated to provide a proportion of the arrears 
of interest for 1901 say 1,500,000 . 7. 


* 


414,750 
1,914,750 
the deficit will be accordingly increased. 

Although by the terms of Article 6 of the Peace Protocol, 
the question of exchange, so far as the Commission is concerned, 
does not necessarily arise mtil the maturity of the half yearly 
gold obligation to the Powers, the Commission would be glad to 
consider any measures, the timely adoption of which might be cal- 
culated to save the Chinese Government from further loss, In bring- 
ing the position, therefore, to the notice of the Shangha’ Taotai, 
theCommission have the honor to inform him that should he so desire, 
they will ne pleased to meet him for the purpose of consulting as 
to what immediate steps it nd be advisable to take in the interests 
of the Chinese Goverment. * 
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- propesal | to send this letter te the Fatal is not 
seconded. : 
ur, 3 and Mr. Pearon are of opinion that the 
Chinese know ‘as well as anybody the conséquences of the position 
of the money market and the ie ien has not the duty to advise 
ern to 
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separt from the terms of the Protocol which fixes the 1st of July 
As the date of settlement of exchange. A lengthy discussion 
between several members takes place and the following text of 

a resolution is proposed, 

"The Commission 4s of wnanimous opinion that each Dele~ 
gate should wire to his Government representing the importance of 
an Smmediate settlement of the question of partition and exchange | 
in order that the Commission may be in a position to consult with | 
the Chinese as to the conversion of the monies paid by them". 

‘The proposal after some consideration is not agreed to. 


3. Mr. Siffert calls the attention of the meeting to 
the question of suff lol ener of the amount paid by the Taoctai every 
month. Mr. Drosemeier says that 1,820,000 paid in January does 
not cover Viz of the coupon due by the Chinese, even if the rate 
of exchange is the one of the 3188 of January. The deficiency is 
about 10%, : 

Mr. Siffert remarks that this deficiency is greater in 
each of the following months although the Commission has written 
in February to the Tactai that the monthly payment ought to cover 
1/6 of the six monthly coupon, 

Oi the demand of the Chair, the letter written the 27th 
of Pebruary is read-by the Secretary and the paragraph referred 
to is the following: 

ee the Samy time, so long as the monthly payments in 
silver received by the Commission are sufficient to provide the 
corresponding fraction of one sixth of the half yearly gold wbli- 
gation due to the Powers, the Commission will not feel called upon, 
in the absence of contrary instructions to press for a stetement | 
Of the monthly Geliéctions reterred tel dit it must be atotinetiy | 
understood that this represents the Iintt of latitude which appear 


te thea consi stent ith the due interpretation of the words of | 


2 the members recognise that the monthly payments made 
are insurr 
8 rieten to cover 1/6 er the six monthly coupon and they | 
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consider 11 necessary in order to be consistent with the paragraph 
of the letter just * to call the attention of the Chinese to 
this deficiency. 

ar. Dr oseme ier and other members are of opinion that the 
Commission ought to write to the Tactai and ask a. *. if the sums 
already paid monthly are all the revenues actually collected. 

All the members agree to this auggestion and it is 40 
cided to send the translition in Prench of the following letter 
to the rata 
With reference to the three instalments of Haikwan Taels | 
1,820,000 each received from your Excellency for the months of 
January, Pebruary and March, I am directed by the Commission to 


enquire if these monthly payments represent the entire collection 
of the revenues named in Article 6 of the Pinal Protocol under the 


numbers 1, 2 and 3 of paragraph (e). 
im the event of this being the case it will be necessary s| 


for the Commission to report the matter to the Govermments con- 
cerned as it appears probable that the revenues named will be 
insufficient to provide the gold obligation due by the Chinese 
Government on the first July next“. 

An early answer is expected by the Commission. 

4, The Chairman wants to know if the meeting has any- 
thing to decide about the instalment of ri. 

ur. Drosemeier proposes the fellowing réselutionss- 

10 order to adjust partly the inadequacy done to the 
Russo Chinese Bank by his receiving of the monthly payment of 
the Indemnity about 13% less than due, I propose that the Banks 


which received more than due to their respective Governments i.e. 
The Hong Kong d Shanghai Banking Corporation, The International | 
Banking Corporation and The Yokohama Specie Bank should receive 
in the future instead of 16 2/3% which they received, only 13 1/3%, 
the 3 1/3% of each of those Banks in 811 10%, to be added to the 
part of the Russo Chinese Bank“. : 

Mr. Fearon says that this proposition seems to him fair 
and he is prepared to second it. 
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„ Billie says he cannot give bis consent before con- 
sulting his Goverment. 
Mr, Giffert deciares that he prefers to give an answer 
in the next meeting to be held as soon as possible. Other members 
are of the same opinion, — 7 
| Mr. oben remarks that the equal division was come to 
by decision of the Ministers in Peking. | 


: N 


That remark is answered by his eOlleagues that that divi- | 
sion was suggested by Peking and agreed to by the Commission. 

Se are Buse cannot give his consent to the preposition 
before the following amendment is considered by the meeting. 

"In the event of the Powers interested in the China 
Indemmity refusing to grant to China any interest on monthly — 
instalments, the following is hereby adopted by the Cammissiont- 

"Phe Banks holding deposits fer account of the Commission 
to allow to the latter interest at the gate of 2% per annum, duch 
accumulated interest to be distributed to the Banks in proportion 
of their claims, after the same have been definitely settled". 

No member of the Commission is prepared to second this 
proposition as it is worded. 

Mr. Siffert is of opinion that the two propositions 
ought to be left in abeyance till the next meeting. 

It is agreed that Mr. Hillier shall word the last pro- 
position to be presented again to the next meeting. 

Mr. Hillier declares that he will give his answer about 
the proposition of Mr. Drosemeier to the Secretary and the calling 
of the next meeting will accordingly be decided upon, 

The meeting closes at 6.45 pom after a vote of thanks 
to the Chairman. a 


The Secretary pro, tem. The Chairman. 
(ea) D. Siffert. 


(sd) 4. Zuse. 


fhe thirteenth meeting of the Commission of Bankers was 
held at 4.30 p.m. in the Consulate General for Belgium on the | 
28th of April, ender the Chairmanship of Mr. Augustin, the Delegate 
for Spain, : 

‘mi the Délegates are present except the one for Belgium 
who is represented by Mr, Siffert. 

The minutes of last meeting are read, corrected slightly | 
confirmed wnanimously and counter signed by Mr. ‘Buse » Chairman 
of the last meeting. | 

1. The Secretary says he has received no answer to the 
letter of the Commission written on the 24th of April and cone | 


the amounts of revenues collected. 
It is decided to confirm the letter in the first cen 
munication to be written te the factai. 


2, The Chairman puts before the meeting the proposition 
presented by Mr. Buse about the question of interestt-. 

"With regaré to the interest upon the current account 
of the Commission with the various receiving Banks, it is agreed 
by the members of the Commission, as amongst themselves, and 
between themselves and the receiving Banks which they represent, 
as followsit~- 

{1) The members of the Commission representing receiving 
Banks agree on behalf of their Banks to allow interest at the rate 
of 2% p., Upon the daily balance of the current account of the 
Commission, the same to be credited to the account on 30th of 
June and Sist of December. 

(2) Por the purpose of final division into the propor- 
tions which shall be agreed to by the Powers, the sum total of the 
principal amounts standing at the credit of the Commission with the 
receiving Banks, and the sum total of the accrued interest thereon, 
shall be exhibited in a general statement and each Delegate will 
then receive his proportion of the said principal and interest 
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dance with the scale of division agreed upon by the Powers. 
| (3) The said interest, being the product of an arrangement 
between the Delegates and the receiving Banks, and being earned | 
“py finds which have ceased to be the property of the Chinese 
Government, that Government has no claim on it. It is the property 
before division, of the Commission jointly and after division, 
of the Delegates severally as eee for their Governments, to 
whom alone they are accountable for the same. 
(4) In the event of any Goverment not claiming the 
interest available to its Delegate, he will be free to return the 
same to his receiving Bank, 

The proposition 40 seconded and agreed to. 

3. After some discussion in connection with the propo- 
sition put forward last meeting concerning the division of the 
instalment of the Indemmity for April, Mr. Fearon says that he 
has received a cable message from Vashington instructing him te 


adhere to the division in six equal parts. 


Mr, Siffert hes asked for instructions and he is advised 
to maintain that same divisions, He adds that he thinks that it 
is the best thing to be done in view of the fact that any new 
Bank coming to Shanghai and represented in the Commission will 
necessarily ask for a repartition in smaller parts. 

Mr. Hillier says that his inetructions are to adhere to 
the equal division of March. 

Mr. Manzi says that he has adhered to the equal divisions 
in five and six parts because he always thought that it was wder- 
stood that as soon as his Bank came to Shanghai, it should be 
accorded a part equal to the other Banks. He thinks that the 
division proposed by his colleague for Russia should render that 
eventually difficult to be realised and in consequence his An- 
structions oblige him to be in favor of the division in equal 
parts, six equal parts for the instalment for April, reserving 
for his Bank the right to ask for a smaller division Later on. 

4 wants to say that he approves of the aivi- 
sion in ar parts as long as he gets his 16% but he will object 


a . 
7, “yt 
ie ~~" 


7 
2 a 


emo gt -in tu TO 1 ed? ant da eon 1 
berwe zn ked baa nn antvteoe ett be 
©» egemid® oré 20 peeseqang ed? .e 
WU edinel 2386 wet u % 
— set tes boanekantet, 
of enero vod thed? 10% ener an 
non toy eno ott eee | 
ed? gnimtelfo ton 
ent Wunden ot e ed IA eee . 
nh ent e 0 dens taneοe- d 
%% bebe bra bebe bo at not 

oon e tty . at sotaewoetb: emoa eeRA * ee 
ett Yo no fe D .. 8 6 BES 
ot tad? eyes d- . 1M . 10% e ds: Yo; eee 
. motgntiina® mor? epsenase ofdan, & bevteoes esd 
— 

1 wt bas mnotdourierh 10% Genes get nete <c Thee 
tt gad? nt ert Sarid bh a — — 
Wem wn dan dnn % de way — (0d, 9, yeah teed edt et 
Atte noh edt at, dense 22 — Ae 

ot etedba of ow n l e, cee e en d #0 
„ To — 

| yarto Raby tb Lanpe ed cot beredbacend e de ee daun (ep | 

eben one th tedd Son: e ela ot ne wig ata bas evtict 
oo: @¢ DInode 21 (nad ot n Ahh ald f 
‘edd eee eee e eee eee edt of Tepe g e bebe eos 
gad? ebae1 biwoda ne 107 ougselloe abd od We motabeth 
ent sid eonéupedaos aft ‘has bessert ed hn, yLlautneve 


Tespe ut onols yt et: Yo vrqeat aboed et d inghtde weigere. 


pete! 


- 8 — — * 


18 66800 


tuts ‘ed? e deworggs desde ver ene atte 
teste te 0d ene, 


| “Mr, Mansi and Mrs Siffert de not admit that opinion. The 
equal division in 5 or 6 parts was come to without regard to the 
provisional proportions of the claims admitted to be due to the 


Powers. 


ur. Droseneier says that Mr. Augustin in saying that he 
cannot’ accept anything less then 16% reasons in the same way as 
his colleague for Bngland, when Mr, Hillier asked for 13,05%. Mr. 
brosems ler adds that he cannot admit the proportion of 16 2/3% 
allowed to his Bank. 

Mr. Fearon asks what then is to be done? He shall not | 
be A party to stopping again the payment presented by the Chinese. . 

The discussion goes on for a time and Mr. Drosemeier says | 
that he will agree to the division in siz equal parte but that he 
should like to be sure that the moneys paid by the Chinese will 
be divided in proportion of the shares of each Power and converted 
the lst of July. 

All the members express the hope that the definite divi- 
sion of the claims of the Powers will be a fact before the middle 
of the year and thet their instructions will allow them to go on 
with the conversion in gold of the silver payments. 

It is then decided that the Secretary shall write to 
the Taoctei that the Commi ssion desires H. . to pay in each of 
the six Banks already designated for the March instalment, the 
sixth part of the sum to be id as instalment for April. 


The meeting closes at 5.45 p.m after a vote of thanks 
to the Chairman. 


The Secretary pro. tem. The Chairman. 
(sa) D. Siffert. (sd) . Augustin. 1 
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. The fourteenth meeting of the Commission of Bankers was | 
held at 4,30 poms in the Consulate General for Belgiwm on the 
9th of May, under the Chairmanship of ar. * the Delegate 
for France. 

aul the Delegates are present except the one for Bel~ 
1, who 4e represented by Mr. Sirrert. 

1. The minutes of last meeting are read and confirmed 
manimouslye They are countersigned by Mr, Augustin, Chairman 
of the last meoting. 

: 2, The Secretary circulates between the members, the 
letter from the Tactei, dated Ist May, received in answer to the 
one of the Commission dated 24th April, 

It is decided to have a copy meter - 
1. of the letter of the Camission dated 24th April. 
2. Or the said answer, dated Ist May, from the Taoctai. 
3. Or the following answer by the Commission. 
proposed by ur. Hillier and agreed to by all the Delegates. 


"Shanghai 10th May 1902. 


. I. Yuan, 


Tactai of Shanghai ; 


T am directed to acknowledge the receipt of your Bxcy*s 
communication of the lst May, from which the Commission notes 
that, while declining to furnish the information asked for in my 
letter of the 24th April, your Ney. brings forward arguments 
in support of the view that the Went due from China to the 
Powers is a silver, and not a gold obligation. 

The Commission finds itself quite unable to concur with 
this interpretation of the language of Art. 6 of the Peace Proto- 
col of the 7th September, 1901 and, as it is Obviously of the 
first importance that there should be perfect accord upon this 
point, I have the honor to inform you that the correspondence of 
your Excellency with this Comsission is being laid before the 
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tn Peking, with & request that steps may be taken 
that 411 ensure such identical instructions being furnished 
beth te your Ney. and this Camission as will preclude the 
possibility ‘of eny further — CvemeEnS on the points raised 
ee have fo. . 
(signed) D. Siffert." 

These copies will be annexed to a letter addressed to 
the Deyen of the Diplomatic Body, with the expression of the hope 
that measures might be taken as soon as possible to avoid further 
misunderstandings on the clauses of the Peace Protocol concerning 
the Chinese Indemnity. 
| 3. The Secretary then circulates the general receipt 
of the Commission for the instalment of April, said receipt to 


be sent to the Tactai in exchange of the receipts of the Banks 
which are already in pos seis on of the Secretary. 

The meeting closes at 5¢ p.m. after a vote of thanks 
to the Chairman. ie 


The Secretary pro. ten. The Chairman. 
(sa) D. Sirrert. (sd) 7. Augustin. 
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_. The fifteenth meeting of the Commission of Bankers was 
held at 4,30 pen, in the Chamber of Commerce on the 28th of May 
under the Chairmanship of Mr. Fearon, Delegate for the United 
States of America. 

All the Delegates are present. Mr. onde, tak ing the 
place of Mr. Manzi Fe and Mr. de Melotte the place occupied by 
Mr, Siftert. 

Before going to business, Mr. fert acknowledges the 

demand of his célleagues to continue the function of Secretary 
of the Commission. This request has beeh tranamitted to the Doyen 
of the Diplomat ic Boay through H. I. the Charge a*°Affaires for 
Belgium, who has cabled on the o7th that the Diplomatic Body has 
complied with the request. | 

The Commission res his satisfaction with the 
decision arrived at and the Secretary acknowledges with thanks, 
adding that he is willing to fulfil the functions as long as his 
Govermment does not see any objection to it. 

1. The minutes of last meeting are read and confirmed 
unanimously and countersigned by Mr. Augustin, the Chairman of 
last meeting. a , 

2. The Secretary then reads {1) the letter dated the 
10th of May addressed to the Deyen of the Diplcumatic Body, the 
$ext of which is given in the minutes of last meeting (2) the 
follewing translation of the answer addressed to the Secretary 
by the Doyen of the Diplomatic Bodyt- 

"Sirte 


f 


I answer to you letter dated the 10th of May. I have 
the honour to inform you that in conformity with the manimous 
opinion of my colleagues of the Diplomatic Body, there is no 
possible doubt as to the signification which is to be given to 
Article VI of the Pinal Protocol, which states that the 450 mil- 
lions Haikwen Taels of the Indemity due by China to the Powers 
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We opinion of the Biplomatic Body 1s moreover corro~ 
bore Ze 
Anforming the Chinese Government that it will be in the obligation 
at the end of June next to balance the accounts and to complete, 
if necessary the sum for the payment in gold of the first obli- 
gation due, | 


* 
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I Mave etc. 
tea) Baron Caikann 
The Chief of the Diplomatic Body. 
To Mr. “sierert, n of the Camission’,. | 
3t is proposed by Mr. Fearon and seconded by Mr, Hillier | 
and agreed to by all the members to write the following letter 
to l. 1. the Tactai of Shanghai. 


"Shanghai 29th May 1902. 


To . B, Yuan, 

Pactai of Shanghai. 
With reference to your Bxcellency's communication of the lst of 
May to this Commission, end to my reply to the same of the 10th 
Inst, 1 have now the honor to inform you that » the correspondence 
referred to having been laid before the Diplomatic Body in Peking, 
& reply has been received from the Doyen stating that, in the 
unanimous opinion of the Poreign Ministers, the language of Article 
6 of the Peace Protocol leaves no roch for the contention that 
the Indemnity due from China to the Powers is other than a gold 
obligation, determined by the conversion of I. k. 118. 450,000,000 
into the gold currencies of the various countries 0 the rates 
fixed by the Protocol. 

12 therefore directed by this Commission to point out 
to your Mxcellency once more the insufficiency of the monthly sil- 
ver payments hitherto received from you to meet, at the prevailing 
rates of exchange, the gold obligation due on the Ist of July 
next, and to request that your Excellency will take the necessary 
steps for an adjustment of this deficiency. 
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3. ‘Phe Chairman then brings the question before the 


“gesting of the repartition of the moneys already rece tved and the 


which 1d due end of May. 
Mr, Hillier proposes and it is agreed to by all the mem- 
bers thet the Deutach Asiatische Bank will receive the part of the 


. Ra due to the International claims and to Sweden & Norway 
w accordance with List No, 5, It is also agreed to that Ar. Buse 
shall have the repartition made of the sums to be ap paid by the 


e to the Banks for the instalment of May and of the ste 


to be paid by the Banks who have been overpaid, to the other 

| Batis who have been widerpaid; the repartition also to be made 

2 in accordance with List No. 5 and assuming that the instalment 

5 for May will be the same as before. 

; The List Ho. 5, as received from Peking is as followss- 
. K. Teels. E. k. 1216 1 * 
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It is wderstood that the Secretary will write to the 
| te the different Banks stating the amounts to be paid to the 
Banks and to be put in the current account of the Cen- 
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mission, as soon as Mr. Buse shall give him the necessary infor- 
| 4. W. Buse entertains the mostings of news he has 
received from the Home Government about the propositions con- 
tained in Article 10° of the recommendations, 

Tt 1% agreed that this matter will be brought before 
the Commission later on. 

The meeting then Closes at St p.m. after a vote of 
thanke to the Chairman. * 
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The Hon. Secretary pro. ten. The Chairman. 
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The sixteenth meeting of the Commission is held on the 
28rd of June 1902 in the Chamber of Commerce at 4 p.m. under the 
Chairmanship of Mr, Hillier, Delegate for Great Britain. 

All the member's are present. 
1. The aid Secretary reads the minutes of last meeting 
which are unanimously approved and countersigned by ur, Fearon, 


Chairman of last meeting. 
2. Mention is 100 (1) to the letter dated 2nd June 


received from the Tactai, copy of which has been sent to each 
Delegate. (2) To the letter of Mr. Ghisi about the transfer 
inte the Tealian Bank, of the amount of the Indemnity due to 
Italy which was deposited in the Russo Chinese Bank. (3) To the 
letter written by the Secretary te Mr. Ghisi in which it is 
stated that the above amount of 899,616. 06 of Shanghai Taels must 
be put to the credit of the Cammission in the said Iralian Bank. 

The members agreed that this che que must be signed 
by Mr. Hillier, who was absent at the time it was issued, 

3. Mr. Hillier brings up the question of the Secretary- 

ship of the Commi ssien. 

Some members think that the Commission must stick to 
the suggestion of the Commission approved by the Ministers, it is 
to say that each member ought to be Secretary at his turn, Others 
disagree and the meeting agrees later on in the evening to try 
to find somebody who may do the clerical work, one of the Delegates 
in the turn specified by the adopted regulation, to have the 
signature as Secretary. 

4 ‘The Comnission agrees to send the following letter 
to the Tactait~ 
"Excellency? - 

Referring to your letter of the 27th Pebruary, I am 
requested by the Commission to inform you that the gold obligation 
mm $7 Ws Chinsoe Goverment te 5d 4 doe I cee ist of July next 
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at te tne three — named in your Bxcellency's letter 
and calculated at the sterling rate of three shillings per nalen 
Yael fixed by the Protoss will be as follows: - 
een tasls 9,000,000 @ 3/+ equal to 4 1,350,000) 
Proportion of Arrears n. x. feels 1,500,000 @ / equal to 225,000 
Deferred interest on dite six months @ & n. x. 180, 000 27 000° 
| 2 1, 602 , 000° 
This sterling amount converted into Shanghai Taels at 
approximate current rate would represent the sum of 14,109,357 
This Commission has already received 10,137,400 Shanghai Teels | 
leaving a balance, to be provided by your Bxcellency on the 30th : 
of this month of not less than 3,971,957 Shanghai faels. 4 
Directions as to the distribution of the enount s due | 
amongst the receiving Banks will be provided to you in due courses. 
I remain of your Excellency, f 
(sd) D. Siffert. 

Hon, Secretary® * 
5. The question of the fixing of the rate of exchange ; 
is then brought before the meeting and after a lengthy discussion : 
St 1% finally agreed to by all the members that Art. 108 shall 

read as follows?- | 


The telegraphic transfer sterling quotation of each 
Delegate shall be multiplied as follows? - 


Germany 20 
Austria Hungary 1 
Belgium N 
United States of America * 
France 16 
Great Britain 11 
Italy ¢ 
Japan 


Total 100 


. i 


The sum total of the result shall be divided by 100, ; 
The rate being the quotations of f of e penny next below the 
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‘read &5 follows - 
Pee A A rates shall be fixed on the basis of 
thle sterling rate ant the Lest short sight selling quotation on 
London allowing we brokerage. 
f n is further agreed that this arrangement is adopted 
for the gold payment of the 1st of July bat it ts subject to the 
reconsideration of the Comission thereafter on the proposition 
of any Delegate. 
ur. Fearon and Mr, Buse having received similar instruc 
tions from Peking, it is understood that Mr, Fearon, as Agent | 
for the International Banking Corporation, shall take charge of 
the | International Claims and those for Sweden & Norway. 
dame of the members being still without instructions 
about the que st ion of interest to be paid to the Chinese on the 


ay 


monthly instalments, mo decision can be taken about this matter. 
This very successful meeting is closed at 6+ Pome after 
a vote of thanks to the Chairman. 


The Secretary pro. ten. The Chairman. 
(sa) D. Sirrert. 
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The seventeenth meeting of the Commission of Bankers 
was held at 114 asm, on the 26th of June in the Chamber of ce 
under the Chairmanship of Hr. Ghisi, the Delegate for Italy. 
All the members ere present, except Mr. Augustin, who 
excuses himself on account of illness. 
kus minutes of last meeting are considered as read, 
confirmed and countersigned by Mr. Hillier, Chairman of the last 


1. Lecture is given of the following letter from the 
Taotai, dated 26th June. 
"To The Secretary! - 

The Tactai has received your letter dated 24th of June 
and notes his contents. 

ee In eecordance with the Treaty I. . is going to pay 

this 8 . r. 22,129, . 
that is to ray per month 1,820, 000, - 
kus Tactai will thus pay 1,820,000 as instalment for Jur 
Then the payments during the second semestre shall have 
been done, a general adjustment will be made and the Taotai will 


also then receive the interest on monthly payments, paid in ad- 
vance. | 
| In your letter of 24th June, the Commission says that 
the Taels un be converted in gold and you ask in consequence 
more money. Phat is contrary to the Protocol and I cannot comply 
with * request. : 
(signed) Yuan". 

2. The members then consider the letter to be wri tten 
to the Taoctai in answer to the above and the following text is 
agreed tot 52 
el. ert °. 

8 ‘Tam Airected to inform you that the minimum obligation 
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1. v. * 
— 900. - 
u. r. 9,180,000, - 
rhe gold equivalent of this om reduced to sterling basis at 
the rate “fixed by the Protocol will be 1. 2,377,000,- 
which converted into Shanghai faels at the ruling rate, represents 
an amount not less than Shanghai Taels 12,150, 000. 3 
| Should your Bxcellenéy wish to further pay the instalment 
for account of the arrears of 1901 proposed by you in your despatch | 
of 27th ‘Pebreary, | the above amount in Shanghai Taels would be 
increased by . 7. 1,508,900, 
equal to *. 25 ooo. 
equal to 1,990,000 Shanghai n. 
the ( Commission will be glad to learn at once from your 
Excellency which of these two courses you propose to follow in 
order that you mau be furnished with a statement of the exact 
mount due to each of the receiving Banks on the 30th instant. 
| I have ste. “ 

Se ur. Drosemeier puts before the meeting a statement 
showing the * in sterling and in the currency of each Power 
of their part of the Indemnity to be received on July first. This © 
statement will be completed and a copy will be given to each mem 
der at the meeting to be held to-morrow at the residence of ur. 
Buse. It is hoped that the necessary telegrams will then be to 
hand to fix the gate of Exchange for the Pyement of July. 

4. ur. Hillier brings before the meeting the question 
of bonds. It is breed that it will be considered m a meeting 
later. 

on 85 The Commission agrees to appoint ar. Ladet to take 
charge from the first of July of the work connected with the 
Secretaryship at a salary of one hundred dollars per month. 
ue mecting | then closes at 1st after a vote of thanks 
to the n. 1 


the Secretary. 
(ea) B. Stsrert. 
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The eighteenth meeting of the Camaission of Bankers was 
held at 11 „eee ams on the 29th of Jue in the Chamber of 
commerce, unter the Chairmanship of Hr. eren. 

Phe minutes of last mecting are considered as read, 
eee and confirmed by Mr. @hist, Chairman of the last meting. 
‘Se 1. Lecture is given of the following letter, dated 
20th June from the Tactait- 

"To the Secretary!- 

I have already answered your previous letter in which 

you stated that 1 had te pay 3,971,957 Shanghai 71 more. 
: Z antended and uy answer was that 1 should pay only 
1,820,000 as agreed before. 
ö Ine previous detailed statenent sent to you 1 told 
you that Z was going to pay the first six months in total rs 
. 1. 9%,000,000,- 
et 1. 500, 000, - 
a 8 * 
10,680,000, 8.7, 

I have paid already five times 1,820,000 n. 7. Pith the sixth 
payment of z. 2. 2,820,000, that Will be together 10,920,000 u. v. 
vhich 9 240,000 f. r. more than the sum due of 10,680,000, This 
swe of 240,000 K. T. is thus a balance in my faver which must be 

added te the interest of <% the Foreign Powers will pay on the 

nonthiy instalments, making 95,000 a. 7. thus giving a balance 
of 335,000 U. 7. in my favor and which will have to be considered 

ct the end of the year. 

En your last letter of the 20th of dne, you ask me to 
pay for 1/6th of arrears of 1901 K. 2. 1,500,008 equal to about 
Sh. 2. 1,990,000, This is assuming the payments must be converted 
inte geld, but as 1 said before, this ts contrary to the Protocel 
and 3 eamot do it. 85 
„ eee e, and 
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Diplomatic Body in Peking, the following telegramt- 

een informs Comission that payment for June will 
be 1. K. 2. 1, 520, 000, - as before. The total for six months to be 
applied as fellewst- 
ix months interest on capital u. r. 9,000,000, - 
Interest on 1901 arrears 180, 000 
ne sixth of 1901 arrears 1,800, 000, - 
This calculation he bases on the assumption that the obligation 
of the Chinese Goverment is in silver, from which latitude he 
refuses to depart. 

Tho Comnission finds that the total sum so received is 


sufficient to cover the gold equivalent of interest on capital for 


six months and interest on arrears of 1901 only and they have 


decided to apply the funds sccordingly, 
rue Commission would represent that it becomes impossib 
to continue relations with the Tactai if he is allowed to continue 1 
his present attitude, which they have to assume is contrary to 
the instructions of his Government. 
3. ‘The Commission adopts 2/3 as the current rate of 
the Shanghai raus on the 30th June. 
The continental rates and the currencies of the different) 
„ner will be as follows: ~ ; 
As. 2.32 
Kr. 2.72% 
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4. ene of se rates gives the following b 
. Shanghai „ be paid to each country after eo! 
six first months | 
Germany | 390,469.49 
Austria Bungary : 17,559.08 
Belgius : 56,207.29 
Spain 675. 46 
United States of America 156,355.28 
vrance 302,475.77 
Great Britain 223,889.75 
: 407.95 
113,589.16 
115,079.63 
$221.11 
653 126.15 
660, 94 


278. 86 
111,561.92 
otal 2,027,480,- 
It is decided that the balance of 111,561.91 shall not t 
be @ivided and put in one of the Banks. 3 
a 8. 1 accordance with the results of the above states 
ments the Tactai will be written to at once by the Secretary to 
pay to the Banks the following anomtst 
Wutsch Asiatische Bank 4800 048.67 
Banque de 1 mad Chine 508, 053,23 
Hoag Beng & Shanghai Bank ing Corporat ion335, 059. 61 
Russo Chinese Bank 006,247.26 
70e. Specie =: 115 ro. 88 
8 a — ee 
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me Piliaie Bancaria 113,589.16 
2, 037. 400.— 
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6. “The Secretary will prepare for tommorrow at 4 0° 
ock fourteen cheques drawn on the different receiving Banks in 
favor of each of the fourteen Delegates for the amounts due on 


the o 50th Fike Ge Gast er tis countries represented. 


rose cheques will be signed by all the Delegates. 


The meet ing closes at one o’clock after a vote of thanks | 
to dee Chairman. 


a 


The Secretary Pro. tem. The Chairman. 
(sa) 5. sirfert. 
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: “The nineteenth meeting of the Commission was held at st 
Pole on the 30th of June at the Deutsch Asiatische Bank under the 
Chai rmanshtp of ur. Drosemeier, Delegate for the Netherlands. 

All the members are present. 

The minutes of last meeting are . confirmed and 
signed by Mr. Choh, who was Chairman. ) 

1. he Secretary writes our 14 cheques in favor of the q 
aifferent Delegates. The following statement shows the amoumt 4 
in Shanghai 12015 to be received by each Bank on the ist of July 
and due to each cowmtry?- 
Germany - Deutsch Asiatische Bank 2,419,558,02 
Austria Himgary - do. 107 (787.62 
Belgium - Sino Belgian Bank 22788. 64 
Spain + Banque de 1*Indo Chine 3,628 . 76 
United States of America = International Bkg. Corp. 900,391.64 
France > Banque de 1*Endo Chine 1, 899,189.26 | 
@reat Britain + Hong Kong & Shanghai Ang. Corp 1,364,246.89 
Portugal | do. | 2,486.12 
Italy - Societa Internationale Piliale Bancaria 713,208.22 
Japan = Yokohama Specie Bank 898, 883.32 
The Netherlands - Russo Chinese Bank 20, 839.91 
Russia - ese Chinese Bank 5,490, 068, 80 | 
International. Claims - nnn Bkg. Corp. 4,033.65 
Sweden & Norway 1, 695,03 
These cheques" are signed by all the members of the Commission ant 
remitted at once to their respective owners. 

2. Tuo other cheques are drawn on the Deutsch Asfat ische 
Bank, in favor of ur. Waren representing the International and 
Sweden & Norway's claims for the amounts of Sh. r. 660,94 and 
276.86; these amounts had not been withdraw from the Deutsch 
Astatische Bank shen it was decided that Mr. Fearon should lock 
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8. —— MAIN $0 nies Ms fet.ecing 1e0ter 
tq the Tactats~ 

3 am directed by the Cammission to hand you a statement 

of the gold obligation of thr first of July convetted into Shangpai 
Taels at the rates of exchange current on that da tet 
dermany ks. 8.613,74. 61 a 8.32 Sh. T. 2,419,888. o 
lustria Bungary Kr. 293,639.48 @ 2,725 409 957,62 
Belgium Pra. 649,062.39 e 2,855 227 338.84 
Spain Pras 10,351.62 9 2.855 37628. 70 
United States of America 0D. 498,591.87 @ 881 900,391.64 
France bre. 8. 428, 168. 30 0 2.855 1,899,189,26 
treat Britain 1. 65. 154,898 17/4 @ 2/34 1,864,246. 66 
Portugal L. 68. 202 7 @ 2/st | 2,496.12 
Italy Pre, 2,086, 200. 86 @ 2,055 713,205.22 
zam l 996, 659.38 e. 1. 11 898,683.32 


The Netherlands Fi. 28,654.88 @ 1.375 20, 889. 91 
Russia Rs. 5. 8, 314. cs a 1,076 2,400, 068,80 
International Claims 1. 1. 457 19/9 @ 2/51 4,083.65 
eden & Norway 1,8t. 192 4/7 @ 2/3t 1,693,05 


Total Sp. 7. 12,083 18. os 


By balance held by the anden for account of the 


Chinese Government 111,561.91 
8 12,164 ” 880, 00 
I remain of Your Excellency, etc. | 
(signed) 5. Sirrert*. 

40 the He dend bery reminds the manbers that this is 
the Last meeting in which he will be present. He shall write to 
the rasta that in the future all communications to the Comission 
must be addressed to Mr, Buse, Secretary of the Commission, 

‘Phe Seorstary adds that he has to thank all the members 
for their courtesy and for the help they have given him during 
his secretary ship. u. Hillier proposes & ‘hearty vote of thanks 
to Mr, Siftert for what he has done. ur. Buse seconds 1 
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den had been often interesting. 
The meeting closes at 5 p.m. after a vote of thanks to 
the Chairman. 
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The Secretary pro. dem. The Chairman. 
(sa) De Sitrert. (sa) K. Drosemeier. 
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The twentieth meeting of the Cammission was held at 
the Deutsch Asfatische Bank on the 28th July 1902 at 4 p.m. under 
the Chadrmenship of e Brosemeier, Delegate for ses. 
All the members are present and also Br. Specinan, | 
Delegate for the Metherlands, whe attends the meeting for the first _ 
time ge Reng Raw’ ; | 
fhe inutes of the last meeting were read and signed 
oy Mr. Brosemeier, Chairman of last meeting. 
1. fvo ere fran the Tactai and one from Mr. ungut! 
concerning the ‘sim that the Prench Goverment is willing to return 
to the Chinese are read by the Hon. Secretary. 
According to instructions received by Mr. Augustin this 
sum should have been deducted in six instalments from the monthly 


- 


payments, but the members cannct agree to this proposal and after a 


lengthy discussion it was pr op cseds - 

* a. That the Camsission has to receive the full emount 
due by the rata as they do not consider themselves entitled to 
allow any reduction. | 

de That this decision shall at once be communicated 
— 

* Phat thds question is to be arranged between Mr. 
Augustin and the Tactei. 

2. As regards the amounts to be paid by the Taoctai to 
the different Banks at the end of the Month, it is agreed to write 
to him to pay the revenues in the proportions due to each Power and 
as steted in the } following letters - 

"Excellencys- 

‘Bay ing referred to the contents of your letters to the 

— 1 heve now the honour to inf orm you that in the opinion 
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Commission fer account 2 current month, I have to request ; 
you will make the same te the Banks herein named in the following { 
proport 10 in 4 
Deutach Asiatische Bank 20,9064 
Banque de 1*Indo Ghine 15, vue 
Russo Chinese Bank 29.14016 

Hong Kong & Shanghai Banking Corporation 11426961 
International Banking Corporation 7.36701 
Yokohama Specie Bank 7.75180 
Societa al ans Piliale Bencaria 5.91489 


100, 00000 2 


I am eto. 
The Secretary*. 
Se The expenses incurred by Mr. Siffert for accowt of 


the Commission as well as future expenses shall be divided by 
eleven and 4 debit. note accordingly sent to each Delegate. 

2 Ae *. Buse proposes the monthly settlement of exchange 
as he had recefved such instructions from his Minister. Mr. 
Augustin seconds him in this way, but several Delegates being 
still without instructions from their Govetuments, the decision 
on this important question is postponed. 

8, The Ministers in Peking haw ing to resolve the 
question of ponds, the members are still waiting for instructions 
on this subject. 

The meet ing closes at 5 p.m. 


The Hons. fecretary The Chairman. | 
(sa) 7. Buse. (sd) K. Drosemeier 
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She twentyfirst meeting of the dennis sn was held at 
the Deutsch Asiatische Bank on the 19th of September 1902 at 


4 poms under the Chairmanship of Mr. Buse, Delegate for Germany. | 


Ml the members are present. 

The minutes of the last meeting were read and signed 
by Mr. N er, Chairman of last meeting. 

r. Drosemeier moves that some steps should be taken 


with regard ‘te the instructions received from Peking —— the 


fractional Bonds as per Peace Protocol, several members,in posses* 


sion of eamunications to this effect from their respective 
Ministers. After a short discussion it is decided to write the 


following letter to His Excellency the Tactait- 
"Information having been received from Peking that an 
Imperial tet «as been issued on the 11th inst. appointing n. 2. 


the Viceroy of Banking and Your Ncelleney as Delegates of the 


K ͤ —— Me 


Imperial Chinese Goverment for the execution of fractional Bonds 


in terms of Section d, of Article 6 of the Peace Protocol, I am 
desired to request that Your Bxcellency will communicate with the 
Viceroy of Nanking with a view of fixing a date for the carrying 


out of the arrangement referred to“. 
Thore being no further business, the meeting adjourned 


at 4.30 p.m. 


The Chairman. 
(sd) J. Buse. 
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*. twenty-second meeting of the Camission was held at 

Asiat sche Bank on the 30th of October 1002 at 4 p.m!" 

C 1 of . Buse, Delegate for Austria Hungary” 
ai the members are present. 

The minutes of the last meeting were read and signed 
by Mire , Chairman of the last meeting. 
fhe Chairman seid that the mecting had been called at 
the instigation of the Belogate for Russia, who had received 
some ‘important information from the Russian Minister at Peking 
with regard ‘to the fractional Bonds and which he desired to put 
vefore the Camuission. 

wr. Droseneier said that his news were to the effect 
that the Camaission be asked to decide that every member may 
separately, in the name of his Goverment, approach the Tata! 
with regard to the question ¢ of fractional Bonds and arrange for 
signature of same. 

Mr. Bevis objected to such a course being taken, he for 
ene could not give his approval, as he had been instructed to 
defer steps util the pending question of gold or silver ett 
of the Chinese Goverment had been definitely settled. 

No other Delegate having ay instructions on the en 
which might warrant individual procedure, the motion of Mr. 
Drosemeier was lost and instead the (Commis sion decided to address 
the Tactai again in the following termst- | 

“With reference to ow letter of 20th September last, 
in which we requested Your Excellency to appoint a date for the 
execution of the fractional Bonds and to which we have 80 far had 
no reply, we have again to ae that Ge Senay date may be fixed | 
for the signing of these Bonds”. 1 

‘fhe Secretary is instructed to further inform the rata! 
te distribute available funds rer the October instalment. 
psec n> e diye amon is closed at 8 4,30 pee 


N 
N 
N 
: 
ö 
“| 
q 
4 


— remap 
d 12 to zunge 5 


$a -boLise md — — alee 1 
dertesen hat 2222. . . 
rr. a ee teal ott mre uohteer Tt Susoges a 
tuq@ Od bevtesb ‘ed Hate hee a 
o bebitoed et FF notas . 


gerte ert? — Uta ent Ge eh ab sedt yiastro Lio? 
cca cane sire al Gh es 6 eae tad? 


oat) To tro kom ed? | — eee 
bh os bebe arte ed? Ssefvert bus feof saw % 
poe -tesrre? satwolfot ed? ak aten kat ods 
228% tedeetge8 ds0s 10 4e 00 0 eon 

eit 10% efab s tntoqqs of yomeLleoxl wor bees epo ew do ke at 
bad Ist 08 d ew d f of bas ae Tae e 643 10 see 
bextt ed yam dab e as tad? ge of atays evad ow’, tiger on 
ebnet ened? Yo gatagts ed? 10? 
tssost ed? co ine ot etn rane a | 
stneaistent redoto® edt wo? aban? eee aer 08 

4 08. ts Oe ba idee, eae abun aig 


y oe 
2 = 2 “Sa a 


* 
— 8 KK : 
* 5 * 2 
„ann * t 
‘~ 1, Pe: " . N . ‘ 


She tenety-third meeting of the Commission was held at 
the Deutsch Asiatische Bank on the 11th of November 1902 at 4 p. | 
at the request of Mr. Brosemeter, Delegate for Russia and Mr, ol 
Delegate for Japan, on purpose ef @isctecing e ever to l. 2. 
the Zactai"s letter about the Bond. 8 

ur. de Melotte, Delegate for Belgium was in the Chair, 

aun the members were present. 

The minutes of the last meeting were read and signed 
by Mrs Buse, Delegate for Austria Hungary, who was Chairman of 
the last meetings | 


After a short discussion it was decided to send the 
reply to the Tactai after Mr. Drosemeier will have completed 
the copy of the first Russian Bond, which he promises to have 
ready to put before the Commission at their next meeting. 


There being no further business, the meeting closes 
at 4.30 p.m. 


The Bon. Secretary. The Chairman. 
(sad) J, Buse, (sd) A, de Melotte. 
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| The twenty-fourth meeting of the Commission was held at 
the Deutsch Asiatische Bank on the 16th of Bovember at 4 Pom, 
under the Chairmanship of Mr. Augustin, Delegate for Spain. 
| 411 the members were present, except Mr. Ghisi, who 
excused himself. 
The minutes of the last meeting are read by the Hon. 
Secretary and signed by 1 de „ who was Chairman of the 


* meeting. | 
The Hon. Secretary reads the copy of the Russian Bond, 


put before the meeting by Mr. Drosemeier and contents of same are 


approved with some slight alteration. 
Before this Bond will be sent to the Tacteai for signature 


it will once more be circulated amongst the members of the Con- 


mission. 
The meeting closes at 4,20 p.m. 


“« * — 


The Hon. Secretary The Chairman. 
(sd) J. Buse. (sd) v. Augustin. 
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The twenty-fifth meeting of the Commission was held at 
‘th Deutsch Asiatische Bank on the 27th of November 1902 at 4 p. n. 

i the members are present, Mr, Veron, Delegate for 
the United States of America, in the Chair. | 

Phe minutes of lest se ting were read by the nen. Secre= 
tary and signed by ur. Augustin, who was Chairman of the Last 
meet ing. 

The Russian Bond was again discussed and some alteratior 
recomended, which were adopted, Mr. Drosemeier promises to have 
the Bond in its wltimate form ready in a few days when the Secrem 
tery will circulate the same before sending it to the Tactai with 
the letter as before agreed upon. 

The Secretary is instructed to inform the Tat ai that 
the November payment is to be divided amongst the Banks interested 
in the same proportion as before, 

The meeting closed at 5 pen. 


The Hon, Secretary, The Chairman. 


(sa) 7. Buse. _ (sd) J. 8. Pearon 
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The twenty-sixth meeting of the Commission was held at 
tne Deutsch Astatische Bank on the 30th of December at 4 Pom. 
under the Chairmanship of ur. — Delegate for France. 

Ala the members are present. 
The minutes of the last meeting are read by the Hon. 
Secretary and signed by Mr. Pearon, Chairman of the last meeting. 
Hone of the dere having received any answer from 
Peking in connection with the letters sent to the Commission by 
the Tactai, Mr. Augustin proposes the settlement of exchange for 
the payment of the second semestre. 
After a short discussion 11 is agreed that the rate 
will be 2/1t. 
Mr. Drosemeier puts before the meeting a statement of 
the amounts due to the different Powers on the 23 3lst of December, 
and calculated on the basis of above rate of exchange. 
It is further decided to send this statement to the 
Tactai, with the following let ter t- 
"Excellency? ~- 

* am directed by the Commission to hand you herewith a 
statement showing the amounts due to the different Powers on the 


4 
N 
‘ 
- 


Nest of December 1902, in accordance with the terms of the Peace 


Protocol, After conversion into gold at to-day's rate of exchange. 
the total of these amounts is en. 118. 14, 068, 109. 98 from this 
mount the balance of 718. 1 56. on the first seme strial 


payment is to do deducted and in ouneoguenes the sum due for the 
second semestre is Sh, Tls, 13,86, 628. or 
Tour Rxceliency having paid tor the five first months 
only Sh. Tis, 10,137,400,- there is a balance of an. AIs. 3, 819, 226 
to be 4 to thé different Banks in the same proportions as befo 
n Tom te. 
‘The nest ing closes at 5 Dom. 
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the twenty-seventh meeting of the Comission was held at 
the Deutsch Asiatische Bank on the 30th of March at 4.80 p.. 
under the Chairmanship of Mr. Bevis, Delegate for Great Britain. 

All the members are present, ur. van Walree presenting 
The Netherlands and Mr. Speelman being the Delegate for Russie. 

: The minutes of the last meeting are read by the Hon. Sec 
-tary and signed by Mr. Augustin, Chairman of the last meeting. 

The Hon. Secretary says that the meeting had been called) 
on the purpose of taking a decision with regard to the application) 
of Mr. Pearon, Delegate for the United States of America, who sent 
in a silver bond to be handed to the Taotai. { 

fhe Chairman reminds that the Camission having hitherto! 
insisted upon payment of the debt in gold, in accordance with Art. 
Vi of the Peace Protocol, this Commission could not hand to the 
Chinese Authorities a bond acknowledging a silver debt. 

Mr, Fearon answers that if the Commission cannot send in 
his bend he will do it himself, the instructions from his Govern- | 
ment not stipulating that this should be done through the Comissi@ 

Then Mr, Buse puts before the members the following moti@ 


seconded by all the members, except Mr. Fearon! - 

ent is inconsistent with the standpoint the Commission 
has hatherto taken opposite the Chinese Government with regard to 
the question of the Indemnity being a gold or silver debt, that 
this Commission should now, at the request of the Delegate for the 0 
United States, hand to the Tactai a bond, which stipulates the 9 
debt or at least the 6. 8. Part of it, to be in silver, the nors 


% as the Comission in all its correspondence relations with the 
Chinese Coupee’ has so far 9 9 the existence or 


a gold debe", | 
. Pearon asking to hand him by writing this decision, 1 


it is screed to write the following letter to the Balegnte for 
the United State, 
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. 
0 sic should now, at the request of 
te r the b. 64, hand to the Tactal e bond which stip- 
2 or at least the U. 8. part of it to be in silver, 
0 as the Commission in al) its relationsf and corres- 


ee vit the Chinese Government has so far strongly emphasized 
. of a gold 2208. 
1 beg to return herewith the two copies of the Bond and 


22 


etc. 


J. Buse 
Secretary". 


eted by ur. Speeiman shall be transferred to the 
or Mo and and ur. Speelman will hand to Mr. Van Walrée 
r same anounts. | 
there | being no further business the meeting closes at 


The Chairman. 
(sd) BH. K. Bevis. 
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LEGATION OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA, 


PEKIN, CHINA. RU REA. 
June 29th, 1908. 


Secretary of State. 


Subject: The Crawford Will Case. Tranemitting copy of 
letter from Rev. G. P. Bostick, Administrator. 


Referring to Department Instructions No. 665, 


of April >, 1903. 


re. 
* * 


LEGATION OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA, 
PEKIN, CHINA. 


June 29th, 1903. 


) To the Honorable 
John Hay, 
Secretary of State, 
Washington, D. C. 


sir: 

Referring to Department Instructions Jo. 665, of April 
24th, 1905, concerning the disagreement between Consul 
General Goodnow and Consul Fowler over the administration 
of the Crawford Estate, I have the honor to enclose herewith 
a copy of a letter just received from the Reverend G. P. 
Bostick, the Administrator appointed by Consul Fowler. 

I have the honor to be, 
Sir, 


Your obedient servant, 


Enclosure: 
Mr. Bostick to Mr. Conger, June 20th, 1903. 


— In Despatch 10/4. 


1 ur. e det tek. Be. enger; of-the Department's 
ssetston when they resetPeT enc POPES, 1°28, FORE: : POP nn 
BOBS Na- Conger, 0-8, Ministers. ei, unfortunate if I 
1 90 get deo Peking, Nee from Bach heir.in order 


vo it stele to two different courts, when the estate 


at et June. — — 50 
Department in the erer Ti4t case; also yours ist inst. 


(No. 1767)conveying copies of Zour letters on the subject 
to me last year; for all of which I thank you. 


There is one thing in the despatch from the Department 
that has been puzzling and bewildering me. To quote: [t 
would seem desirable that such letters should be granted 
to Mr. Bostick who was named as executor, and who was also 
appointed by the Consular Court at Chefoo in the Ancillary 
Administration there." (Italics mine)I am puzzled to know 
how there can be an ancillary letter, administration or 


al 
Court without a principie. But in reading over just now 
Consul Gen. Goodnow's first statement to you, upon which 


as information the Department's decision is based, I find 
that he states explicitly and unconditionally "The will was 
first probated in America for the property there, 10 

his paper.) But this is not true. The will has not been 
probated in America, nor will it be. On the contrary two 
County Courts in I. C., U.8.A., have been furnished by Che- 
foo Consular Court, with copies of the original probate pro- 
ceedings, and these papers are recognized by these Co. 
Courts in the U. 8. 4. For these papers, I, as administrator, 
have paid Mr. Fowler's Court. It seems to me the Depart- 
ment's opinion only muddles matters worse than ever, they 
being misled by the erroneous statement of Consul Gen. Good- 
now. There was, in April of 1902, some thought of asking 
for probate in N. C., and perhaps Mr. G. Heard that, but it 


Was never done. So I am not communicating as yet at all 
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with Mr. Goodnow, but await a reversal of the Department's 
Decision when they receive the fuller and correct informa- 
tion late in April. It seems extremely unfortunate if I 
* to get two sets of receipts from Bach heir in order 
to make a report to two different courts, when the estate 


now consists only of money in banks. 
Am I right in expecting a reversal of the decision? 


_ Yours obediently, 
(Signed) G. P. Bostick. 
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PEKIN, CHINA. 
June 29th, 1905. 


wr. Conger to the 


Secretary of State. 


Subject: Mistake in use of spelling Code. Acknowledging 


unnumbered instruction of May 15th, 1905. 


LEGATION OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA, 
PEKIN, CHINA. 


June 29th, 1905, 


ro the Honorable 
22 


John Hay, 


Secretary of State, 


Washington, D. C. 


I have the honor to acknowledge receipt of your unnun- 
pered despatch of May 15th, with copies of telegrams to and 
from the Department appended. 

With reference to the use of the group "Tate", it 
was fully understood and deciphered in your telegram as Liaa 
The employment of it in my return telegram was simply an 
oversight, for I perfectly understand the use of the speli- 
ing Code in such cases. 

i have the honor to be, 
Sir, 


Your obedient servant, 


our . teat Lee He again 
—— —— 
very soon after evacuation. He could not give written 
promise, as this would influence Russia the same 
as actuplly opening the ports. Whether or not the 
Prinee 3 china is helpless. Shall we con- 
clude ty now without opening ports, or await in- 


3 
CONGER. 


irc by Mell ee Office. Fuly 2, 1903 


sears 10 Cas? 2 
2 are oF 
ie ei 


7 
* 


oo 6 up arene oe 


> 
* 


- 


LEGATION OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA, 
PEKIN, CHINA. 


July ist, 1905. 


Secretary of State. 


N. 


Subject: Transmitting account for Rent. Referring to 


Department Telegram of June 6th, 1905. 


4 At Ne ee i 
- 25 . * al 


LEGATION OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA, 
PEKIN, CHINA. 


July lst, 1903. 


- the Honorable 


John Hay, 


Secretary of State, 
Washington, D. C. 
sir: 

Referring to telegraphic instruction of June 6th, I 
have the honour to transmit herewith the account for the 
repairs to temporary Legation premises, to July lst, 1905. 

I have the honour to be, 
Sir, 


Your obedient servant, 


on™ 


Enclosure: 


Repairs Account as above. 
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N ist, bers 15 1903 


15 
EPT OF STATE 


Al 
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Secretary of State, | QUASTSECRETARY 


Subject: The opening of Manchurian Ports. Conference with 
Prince Ch'ing. His objections on the ground of 
delaying the evacuation by Russians. Helpless- 
ness of China. Prince Ch'ing declines to give 
written confirmation of his assurances, He de- 
sires to have Treaty concluded and signed. 
Statement of the views of the United States 
Government. Prospect of final evacuation of 
Manchuria according to original agreement. Not 
desirable to await this for conclusion of our 
Treaty. Confirming Department telegrams of June 


24th and th, 1905, and Legation telegram of 


July ist. 


LEGATION OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA, 
PEKIN, CHINA. 


July ist, 1908. 


70 the Honorable 
John Hay, FOR RELS. 1903, 
Secretary of State, 
Washington, D. C. 

I have the honor to confirm overleaf your telegrams 
of the 24th and 27th ultimo, and mine of to-day. 

Yesterday, by appointment, I had a long conference 
with Prince ch ing, and, as instructed, presented again the 
reasonableness of our request for the opening of Manchurian 
Ports, and insisted that, under the provisions of the Final 
Protocol, and the importance of our trade, we were justi- 
fied in demanding a prompt and willing 3 therewith. 

‘The ge 3 th 2 Perk Romy at 
that the Ports ought to be opened, and declared that China 
vould herself open them at once, but for the difficulties 
presented by the Russian occupation. He said that the res- 
toration of Manchuria by the Russianawas of vital import- 


ance to China, and she could not afford to do anything 


which would be reasonably certain to prevent this; and that 


if ‘they should declare these Ports open, Russia would make 


occupation, or for the exactions 


* 


: yet De * 


of additional burdensome conditions in case, of withdrawal. 
Hence it was absolutely impossible ‘i open the Ports, or 
even to formally discuss the question. He therefore hoped 
that we would not press the matter, for China was absolutely 
6 But he said he was ready 
to promise me confidentially that if my Government could 
only wait patiently until China again got control of the 
territory, that in connection with other reforms intended 
for Manchuria, she would herself open the Ports named. 

I endeavored to get him to embody this promise in a 
note or memorandum, but he replied that so far as Russia 
was concerned, such a recorded.promise, which could not be 
concealed from her, would afford the same excuse for non- 
restoration as would mentioning the matter in a Treaty or 
in an Imperial néict, and he could not possibly do it. 

I asked him, then, if he desired that the conclusion 
of our Treaty should wait indefinitely for the Russian 
withdrawal. He said by no means, and he sincerely hoped 
that the United States Government would not, under the un- 


fortunate circumstances described, insist upon waiting for 


this, but that the Treaty might be concluded and signed at 


that there is a very wide @ifference between 
| ; | “the 


19 a 
> , : * « 8 » 
~ 8 . n 
1 1 I. — > * ‘ at * ga. . 
* i's, * ö 


the Prince's promise and actual open Porte but, whether he 


is sincere or nos, the fact remains that China cannot, at 


aten 4 Ssvacede ¥ 
present, either open them, or formally agree to open then. 
| MEALS 4. i. tah. ‘ 


> - * . ae 
i > 944 


1 e him with a el ear understanding that my Govern 
sent, doing asse dc We Ruseden Gevernaent that it hed 
no Objections, believed that China could and should open 
the Ports, but that I would again wire it what he said. 

The final evacuation of Manchuria, according to the 
original agreement, is to take place on the 8th of October 
next, but the present action of Russia would justify the 
apprehension that it may be delayed indefinitely. It does 
not seem to me, therefore, that the conclusion of our Treaty 
should wait, / since Messrs, Goodnow and Seaman report to me 
that, with the exception of opening Treaty Ports, they and 
the Chinese Commissioners have agreed upon all other quest- 
ions in conformity with your instructions. 


I have the honor to be, 
Sir, 


Your obedient servant, 


has been led the American Er 
He has also been told that sta I 
China relating to discussion of 

is not true. Russian Ambassador bh 
tions. Period. You will not br 
Russian Minister, but if asked by 

may make above —— Continue te 1 
ergy on the Chinese Goverment 0 


Telegram received. 
Conger, 8 3 
Your despatch No. twelve hundred ninety-five 3 


Endeavor to secure from Minister fer 
written confirmation of his 0e 


Secstate, Washi 
Hirst. Tour telegram of the 


ts sane pores 2 

open 8 says 8 

Rusia evacuation, as Russia would. make: 
continued occupation. He again confi —— 


that China open them very soon after mcuation. He 


could not give written promise, as this: in fluer 
Russia the same as actually the or 
not the Prince is sincere, is helpless. ‘Shall we con 
clude Treaty now without opening ports, or await indefinite 
ly final evacuation. 


(Signed) Conger. 


Secretary of State, 
. ‘Washington. 


Your telegram of the 2nd. Tes. 
CONGER. 


phered by____ C.C's Office, July 2, 1903. 10:60 
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position, 4 sent here by the Chinese Minister at 


Washington and published by official ofgans, are a 
painful surprise to Chinese pnd severely criticised 


by the press and people, and same declare them so 1 
offensive that China should withdraw and decline to + 


partietpates The Prince will consider it a great 
indignity at his staff of secretaries, S and 
employees: mt t comply with them, It seems discour- 
teous treatment: of urgently invited guests, and unless 
materially altered will seriously affect Chinese repre- 
sentation and Participation in the Exposition, and our 
prestige and influence "here. 

The Legation should have a copy of the regula- 


tions. 
CONGE Re 


ered by M. d. C.C's Office, July 3, 1903. 10:40 
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LEGATION OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA, 
PEKIN, CHINA. 


July rd, 1903. 
/ 


Secretary of State. 


Admission of the Chinese to the Louisiana Pur- 
chase Exposition. Regulations have not been 
sent to the Legation, but translation has ap- 
peared in Chinese paper, causing great indigna- 
tion. Prospect of greatly reducing both exhib- 
its * attendance, and affecting unfavorably 


commercial relations in general. Previous Regu- 


lations perfectly satisfactory to the Chinese. 


Chief Clerk. 


LEGATION OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA, 
PEKIN, CHINA. 


July Srd, 1908. 


I have the honor to confirm overleaf my telegram of 


to-day, and to enclose a translation of the regulations re- 


ferred to as published in the Pei Yang Kuan Pao, with 


brief editorial comment thereon. 


This paper is published at Tientsin, and is the offi- 


cial organ of the Viceroy Yuan Shih-k'ai, is widely read 
and exerts great influence. 

The blen has never received a copy of the regula- 
tions, and cannot tell whether or not the Chinese transla- 
tion of them is correct; but since they were sent to the 
Viceroy by Sir Liang-cheng, they must have been put into 
Chinese at the Chinese Legation in Washington. 

Many of the Chinese Officials and others who are 
actively interested in the Exposition are sorely disappoint- 


ed and justly indignant over them; some of them going s0 


far as to advise China's withdrawal of her acceptance of 


the invitation. It 


b — 
„„ 


It is greatly to be regretted that, after using every 


Ant luenoee possible to get China to agree to take part 


. (which she did principally as an expression of gratitude 


for the friendship and aid of the United States), such 


annoying and offensive rules of admission should have been 


prescribed. The brief editorial comment shows what the 


Chinese think of them. The Chinese always employ a great 


number of servants and attendants, and hence both exhibitors 


and visitors will take with them numerous employees, many 


of them young men of high standing, who intend to accompany 


Officials and merchants, nominally as Secretaries, clerks, 


etc., but whose main purpose is to see something of our 


country; and if they must give bonds, furnish photographs, 


and be confined to the Exposition grounds, and made to 


leave the country within thirty days after the close of the 


Exposition, they will not attend. Many of the merchants 
will also decline. 

Thus both the exhibits and attendance from this 
country will be greatly reduced, and the future commercial 
and friendly relations between the Governments will be 
most disastrously affected. 

Section 3, of the Act of April 29th, 1902, was en- 


inently 


o 


inently satisfactory to the Chinese, and if, under liberal 


regulations, a few hundred, or even thousands of the pro- 


hibited. class should, during the Exposition, find their 


way into the United States, the evil of their presence 
would be infinitely over-balanced by the good resulting 
from the increased friendly intercourse and improved 
commercial relations. 
I have the honor to be, 
Sir, 


Your obedient servant, 


Bnclosure as above. 


y a 
Telegram sent. (Cipher) 
Peking, July Sra, 1903. 
Secstate, Washington. : 

The U. 8. Treasury regulation for admission of Chin- 
ese to be employed at 8st. Louis Exposition as sent here by 
the Chinese Minister from Washington and published by offi- 
cial organs are painful surprise to Chinese and severely 
criticised by the press and people. Some declare them so 
offensive that China should withdraw and decline to parti- 
cipate, The Prince will consider it a great indignity if 
his staff of secretaries, clerks, and employees must comply 
with them. It seems discourteous treatment of urgently in- 
vited guests, and unless materially altered will seriously 


affect Chinese representation and participation in the Ex- 


position, and our prestige and influence here. The Legation 
should have a copy of the regulations. 
(Signed) Conger. 


rd — oe C« >) 


* 


. 1 8 In Despaten 
‘anslate from the Pei Yang Kuan Pao of June 29th, 1903. | 
| 
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- His Excellency, ur. Liang, the Chinese Minister to the United 
States has sent a commubication to the Superintendent of Trade 
for the nor tn (ruan snih-k a1) concerning the Regulations a- 
dopted by the Treasury Department of the United States with 
regard to the going of Chinese to the American Exposition, and 
has asked for instructions to be issued to the proper officials 
to notify all persons concerned that they may comply with the 
said Regulations. (Substance of the communication as follows) 
On the 29th of April 1902 the Congress of the United 
Spates passed a bill, the third section of which provides that 
neclegis&iation by the Congress of the United States concerning 


eee Se re wr Sere yr re > 


the Exposition, met r this act or any other, shall de con- 
strued as hindering or restricting the coming of persons from 
other countries to attend the Exposition, whether represent- 
atives of foreign govermments or persons of foreign nationali- 
ties exhibiting at the exposition}, but all agents, mechanics 
and laborers with whom they may have contracted to come to 
the United States to make preparations for the exposition or 
to manage any undertaking authorized by said Exposition, must 
in their coming to the United States or in returning to their 
own countries comply with the Regulations prescribed by the 
Secretary of Treasury, 
Regulations 
Adopted by the Treasury Department of the United States 
Concerning the Admission of Chinese Coming to the 
St. Louis Exposition. 
( Adopted January 7th, 1903 ) 
According to Section 3 of the Act of Congress, approved April 
29th, 1902, restricting the coming of Chinese into the United 
States, all Chinese rightly permitted to attend the St. Louis 
Exposition must, in their going to the Exposition and in their 
2828 to their n serve the Regulations pres- 


ei 2 
25 t of . —. ( W Regulations 


i of» 3 

are now issued by the Treasury Department as follows:- 

1. Au Chinese coming to the Amen cen Exposition must 
present to the Customs Officers or to the Officer appointed 
to enforce the Restriction Act a certificate for inspection of 
such officer which shall clearly state that the bearer is an 
exhibitor at the Exposition or that he is an employe of an 
exhibitor. 

2. Bwery Chinese coming to the American Exposition mpst 
breed three copies of his own photograph to the Customs 
Officer at the port of entry or to the Officer appoint ed 

by the U. 8. Government to attend to this business, that he 
may freely inspect the same and note whether or not the 
photograph corresponds. 

3. Wer Chinese coming to the United States to the Exposi- 
tion at St. Louis, having already been admitted to the United 
States, must proceed direct to the Exposition Grounds and may 
not gotto other places nor engage in any other business, 

Such Chinese must within thirty days after the closing of the 
Exposition hasten to the port at which he entered the United 
States and take passage on the first steamer sailing ther e- 
from to return either to China or to the country where he 
lives. 

4. Bvery Chinese coming to the American Exposition must de- 
posit with the American Officer a bond for $500.00 U. 8. 
Currency and give a reliable shop as security that he will 
proceed direct to the Exposition grounds and continue there 
steadily in the discharge of his duties and that he will wore- 
over return to his own country in compliance with th Regula- 
tions. 

5. The aforesaid Customs Officer or the Officer appointed to 
superintend the admission of Chinese must make a detailed re- 


„port in duplicate of the character of every Chinese who may 


be permitted in accordance with the Regulations to come to 
the American Exposition, one copy of such report to be placed 
on file in the Custom House at the port of entry and the oth- 
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Following is the form of such report:- 

nne. . ren what place ......, Employed by whom at the 

| Bxposition...+++» Photograph affixed here 
Porm of Certificate to be givemiby Inspectors of Chinese at 
the various ports:- (This to be made out in duplicate, the 
duplicate copy to be sent to the Immigration Bureau to be 
filed.) 
A CERTIFICATE, mere, . 18 employed by 
„„ On exhibitor at the St. Louis Exposition, in accord- 
ance with the Act of Congress of April 29th, L902, regulating 
the coming of:workmen to labor in the Exposition grounds, this 
Certificate is given to him for a witness, | 

(Signed)... . Inspector of Chinese 
Immigration. 

(Date) 
6. The United States Govermment will appoint a deputy to 
reside at the Exposition Grounds to inspect all Chinese who 
in accordance with the Regulations are permitted to come to 
the American Exposition. Thereafter, unless the Regulations 
shall be changed, he shall forthwith make a report in dupli- 
cate according to the form appended below, such report to be 
placed on filer, And the said official shall from time to 
time make ne en of the Chinese in the Exposition grounds 
to see whether or not they are observing the Regulations. 
Porm of Report to be made by Ingpector. (To be made out in 
duplicate, one copy to be kept on file, the othe r to be sent 
to the Bureau of Immigration) 

Nane of orn.. Male or FPomale..scces 48e 
Employed by whom at the Exposition......+sPerforms what sort 
Of work... . . . orks how many hours each day... . .. Begins 
Work at what hour.. . Stops at mat hour.. . .. Date of arri- 
val at Exposition Grounds..++..sDate at which he should | 
leave the Exposition to return to his oon country 


Signature 
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gature of the tuspee ter 
Photograph of the workman, affixed bre. 
7, Of the three photographs required by Rule 2. the Super- 
intendent of Chinese Immigration shall send one to the Ins- 
pector at the Exposition Grounds provided for in Rule 6, to 
be by him affixed to his report for examination and verifi- 
cation. 
: , Should any of the Chirese who come to the Exposition 
desire temporarily to leave the Exposition grounds, they must 
apply to the Inspector provided for in Rule 6. for a permit, 
which shall clearly give the surname of the bearer and the ti. 
time of its issue for proof. It shall also state clearly 
that the bearer must return to the Exposition grounds within 
twelve hours and present his permit for cancellation. 
9. Should any Chinese who may have obtained a permit for 
temporary absence from the Exposition grounds, not return 
within the time specified, he shall be dealt with according 
to the law forbidding residence (of such chinese) in the 
United States, his bond shall therefore be forfeited and he 
himself shall de sont back to his own country. The Inspector 
who may have issued the permit shall report the affair to the 
Chief of the Bureau of Immigration. Besides forwarding the 
amount of the bond forfeited he shall in accordance with the 
jaw send the said Chinese back to his own country. 
10. Thirty days after the closing of the Exposition the 
various Superintendents of Chinese Immigration must report 
to the Chief of the Bureau of Immigration the total number of 
Chinese who have entered the port, together with a detailed 
statement of the name and description of the said Chimse, 
so that it may ds Getermined whether or not the Chinese have 
returned to their own country as required by the Regulations. 
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1 And thts is what has been called “Our best friend/ 
. States"; this is the politeness with which, as 
nos, what has been called "The most just of all countries 
upon earth, the United States", receives its guests! Why 
this hypocritical pretense of friendly intercourse and sur- 
passing kindness! 

If this be the state of affairs our merchants who are 


to visit the Exposition should reflect upon it; and all the 
Merchants of the empire should reflect upon ity 
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LEGATION OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA, 
PEKIN, CHINA. 


Secretary of State. 


Mint value of Shanghai tael. Reason for not 
waiting arrival of Treasury Circular. Confirming 
Legation telegram of July lst, and Department 


reply of July 7th. 


LEGATION OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA, 
PEKIN, CHINA. 


: July 7th, 1903. 

To the Honorable 

John Hay, 
Seceratry of State, 
Washington, D. C. 
sir: 
I have the honor to confirm Legation telegram of July ist 
and Department telegraphic reply of the 7th, as follows: 
Telegram Sent (Cipher). 
Peking, July ist, 1903. 


Secstate, 


Washington. 
Pirst. 8 valuation Shanghai Tael for the present 
quarter. 
(Signed) Geneer . 
Washington, July 7th, 1903. 
Conger, Minister, 


"*) 1Pekt 
Peking. 


Value of Shanghai tael on July first fifty six cents, eight 


un-. 


(Signed) Loomis, Acting. 


In Department telegram of June 6th, with regard to 
the 


* ‘ 
* — * * 
e 


„ 


the payment of repairs for the temporary Legation, I am 


, directed to draw on July lst against the appropriation for 


rent for 19046, the + account and vouchers to be dated 


after July list. 


Not knowing the Mint rate for Shanghai Taels for the 


July — September quarter, it would be impossible for me 
to render this account before the latter half of August if I 
were to await the arrival by mail of the Treasury circular; 
in consequence I decided that it was better to seek immediate 
information by telegraph, which would enable me to forward 
this account without delay. 

I have the honor to be, 


‘ Sir, 


Your obedient servant, 


LEGATION OF THE UNITED STATES GP 
| PEKIN, C. 


July llth, 1903. 


Mr. Conger to the 


Secretary of State. 


Subject: Account for expenditures on the new Legation 


buildings. Giving notice of draft. Detailed 


history of the work up to the present day. 


| 
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LEGATION OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA, 
PEKIN, CHINA. 


July llth, 1903. 
To the Honorable 


John Hay, 


Secretary of State, 


Washington, D. C. 


IT have the honor to tranamit a au account of 
certain expenditureg on account of the new Legation buildings, 
and have drawn upon the Department for the amount stated 
therein. 

I enclose herewith a copy of a letter from Fr. S.H. 
Nealy, Architect, giving a full and detailed history of the 
Work up to the present day. For the reasons fully and 
clearly or forth in Mr. Nealy‘s letter, we have found it 
impossible to let the whole conatruétion in a single contract, 
and have,therefore, been obliged to do that which will, 
however, insure us better buildings and at a much less cost. 

IT enclose, also, copies of two contracts for material 
and labor executed to-day, and wéii—seen forward a full set 


of the plans. 


I have the honor to be, 
Sir, 


Four ob@dient servant, 


Ä 
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Following is a brief statement of the beginning and 
progress of the work of drawing and building the U. 5. Lega- 
tion buildings in this city since my arrival: 

I arrived in Peking December 27th, 1902 and reported 
to you December 28th in connection with the work here, as 
per the letter of Department of State, dated November Sth, 
1902, The drawings already prepared by «ac French Archi- 
teet I found upon examination to be so faulty in plan, and 
so full of professional errors that I considered it a waste 
of time to attempt to alter them to suit the requirements. 
After ten days spent in the necessary preparation: of mak~- 
ing drawing tables, boards, te., I made entirely new de- 
signs for all buildings except the gate-house. I decided 
to do nothing with the latter until after the completion of 
the other buildings, and then apply what money was left for 
from the appropriation to a gate-house that could be built 
within the amount available. 

Some delay was caused by the nonarrival of my box of 
drawing materials shipped by the State Department. This box 
went via England and the Straits, and did not arrive in 
Peking for over three months after shipment, All blue 
print paper was found to be spoiled in transit. Meanwhile 
I had estimated on the materials required for the work of 
building, examined all available native material and in- 
formed myself upon the question of native labor. 

on my statement that the work would require about 
1,100,000 bricks, it was agreed between us that a contract 
should be let at once for 810,000, so that work might begin 
as early as possible in the spring. To our invitation we 
received ten bids, embracing twenty-cight samples of native 
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brick, prices ranging from $10.50 (Mex) per 1,000 for the 
common, to $20.00 (Mex) for facing brick. 
Samples submitted by Feng Jui~liang, Agent for Shun 
hsing, Were found to be the lowest considering quality, and 
he was awarded a contract as follows: 
260,000 Ting-ni (best facing brick) @ $19.85 = $5161. (Mex) 
550,000 Taa Kaii t'io (backing) 14.80 " 
Total, ss. 
The delivery of these brick commenced at once. 
February 20th two gate openings, one in north and one 
in south wall of Legation compound were ordered out, and 
double leaf wood gates made, to cost $135.00. 
Pailing to find even tolerable timber in Peking, I 
visited Tientsin to inspect lumber offerred by the American 


Trading Co. This I found utterliguworthless for good work. 
It was cracked, knotty, and unseasoned. This was on March 
10th. Meanwhile we had sent a schedule of lumber, in the 
sizes wanted, to Consul General Goodnow at Shanghai, re- 
questing him to obtain bids of dealers there. April 28th 
Mr, Goodnow wired that he had failed to obtain bids for 
lumber answering the requirement of the specification. 

At Tientsin I left with the American Trading Company, 
and with Arnhold, Karberg & Co., a schedule and specifica- 
tion of lumber requesting them to bid on furnishing best 
kiln-dried stuff from America, to be delivered in Peking. 

On March 25th, after consultation, we enclosed to Mr. 
J. V. Roberts, Superintendent of Construction, U. 8. Public 
Building, at San Francisco, a schedule and specification of 
lumber, requesting him to obtain bids from large dealers 
in that city. 

March Slst we opened bids for 4 brick wall with stone 
trimmings between the U. S. Legation compound and that of 
the U. 8. Military Barracks. This wall, 4 feet below grade 
* feet above, was 164 feet long, and included one gate- 
| 1 ernqnental stone posts. On this bids ran 
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from 763. 90 (Mex) to 1, 060 tacels. Bids included all lab- 
or and all materiale except brick, which was furnished by 
the Government . Peter Turner being the lowest bidder was 
awarded the contract and proceeded with work at once, Four 
bids were received at the same time for digging and walling 
a well 6 feet diameter, 80 feet deep, to have 7 feet 01 
water when completed. Peter Turner was also the lowest 
bidder on this, $150.00 (Mex). In consideration of brick 
furnished, Peter Turner signed a contract for wall and well 
at @ total of $875.90. In laying out the wall, we decided a 
to allow Capt. Brewster, Military Attache, three feet more } ; 
| of side yard, thus adding three feet to the length of wall, 
and $13.22 1/2 to its cost. | 
On April 4, with Mr. Williams, Chinese Secretary as 3 
| 


translator, we opened bids for the general and trench ex~ 
cavations of the five main buildings and the servants' 
quarters of the Minister's residence, and the concrete foot- 
ings therefor, There were 11 bidders for this work, rang- | ; 
ing in price from $1,447 to $6,600. Feng Jui-liang, Agent, F 
was awarded the contract with $29.34 deducted from his bid 
on account of the omission of one wall in terrace, leaving 
amount of his contract $1,417.66. 

April 7th, a letter was received from Charles Denby, ia 
, representing Arnhold, Karberg & Co., Tientsin, stating 1 
that lumber could be furnished by that Company as per sched- i 4 
ule for $6, 250 gold. lumber, however, would not be Min dried 
as called for, and price was exclueive of all duties. 
Freight to Peking extra. 


On the same day Feng Jui~liang commenced work of ex- . 
cavation with 80 men at work. 
On same day Peter Turner commenced work on wall and 
well with 7 men. 
April llth two old wells were revealed by the excava- 
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of brick, one of these wells was located to come under the 
main wall of the Chancery on the I. B. corner, the other 

under main wall of First Secretary's house, near the 8. v. 
corner. Drawings for the superstructure were changed to 
include turning arches over these wells, and contractor 
was instructed to dump earth from excavations into wells 
until entirely filled, 

April 12. Excavation at First Secretary's house re- 
vealed nothing but filled earth and rubbish, and contractor 
was directed to go 1 2" deeper with all trench excavations, 
April 22nd. Wothing but filled earth having been encount- 
ered in excavating for Chinese Secretary's house, contract- 
or was directed to go 5' O* deeper with all trench excava~ 
tions and 1' 2" deeper with general excavation. 

April 22nd. Well diggers (Turner's contract) struck 
water at 82 4° depth and by night water had raised nearly 
8 feet in well. 

April 26. Mr. Conger received telegram from Consul 
General Go@ now, & Shanghai, saying that no bids could be 
obtained for furnishing lumber as per schedule sent hin. 

May @nd. Received from the American Trading Co., 
Tientsin, @ bid for furnishing American kiln-dried lumber 
as per schedule, at $65 (gold) per Kk. This price on 162,300 
feet of lumber would make the bid of American Trading Co. 
$10,549.50. Measurement of lumber, according to bid, was 
to be taken before drging. Freight was to be paid to sta- 
tion in Peking, cartage to Legation lot extra. 

May Sth. Received from Superintendent Roberts, San 
Francisco, bid per cable, of Gage, Mills & Co., offering 
lumber as per schedule, kiln-dried, best Oregon fir, 162, 314 
feet, delivered at Tientsin, freight paid, for $8,200 gold, 
shipment in 30 days . 

May 9th. Cablegram signed by Mr. Conger and myself 
accepting offer of Gage, Mills & Co. 
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May 12th. Having procured a supply of blue print 
paper from Tientsin and Shanghai, made 16 sets of copies of 
drawings for the superstructure, all buildings. Three sets, 


orwarded to Consul den- 
eh request that he 1 Herr for bids in that city 
eral and two sets to Consul General 


Ragsdale of Tientsin. The remaining 11 sets were delivered 
to contractors and builders in Peking. 
| May 15th. Excavation and concrete contract of Feng 
Jui-liang ste except for servants' quarters, Minister's 
house. At my request this part of the work was deferred un- 
til the completion of the superstructures of main buildings 
as this ground was necessary for work~shops. 

May 20th. Recommended payment to Feng Jui~liang, the 
amount of his oont ragt (1,417.66) plus $86.79 (Mex) for ad- 
ditional excavation and concrete rendered necessary by 


discovery of old wells and fillings in excavating, but 


withholding the sum of $120.00 until the completion of his 


contract for excavation and concrete for servants’ quarters 
Minister's residence. 

June 6th. Pinished all scale drawings and all full 
size details for interior finish, making a total of 52 draw- 
ings and 7 specifications. This work was all done by me 
personally as I was unable to secure the services of an 
assistant. In addition to this I made during this time, 57 
tracings on linen, and superintended the work of excavation 
and conerete footings, and the building of the Military 
Barracks wall. 

June 9th. Believing from questions repeatedly asked 
by Chinese and other contractors considering the super- 
structure. drawings and specifications that great delay 
would be caused in the work by leaving structural steel and 
iron a part of this contract, as it was impossible to obtain 
the required shapes in China, I recommended to Mr. Conger 
that a schedule of structural steel and iron be forwarded to 
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to Peking without delay. 
June 10th, Mr. Conger forwarded to the Union Iron 
Works, San Prancisco, schedule of all structural steel and 
iron required in the work with accompanying drawings and 
specification, requesting earliest delivery possible at 
Peking. 
June 22nd.Feng Jui~liang, Agent for Shun-hsing, hav- 
ing completed his contract for delivery of 810,000 brick on 
Legation lot, I recommended that he be paid the sum of 
$135,026.00 (Mex). 
June 22nd.Mr. Conger and I opened bids, with C. 0. 


Wang as translator, for the construction of the five main 
buildings, Chair house and all servants' quarters. This 
contract included brick-laying, mortar, stone, stone~cutting 
and stone setting, all rough carpentry, tin roofs, and down 
spouts, terra cotta pipe sewers, and structural steel and 
iron. There were 16 bids including those from Peking, 
Shanghai and Tientsin. These bidgranged from $85,927.76 
(lowest) Aru & c., Tientsin, to $767,600 (highest), Fu 
Pao-huan of Peking. The bid of Arima & Co, was exclusive 

of structural steel and iron. 

Considering bids excessive, on June 23rd I recommended 
the rejection of all bids and that bidders be notified that 
they would have until the 27th in which to modify their pro- 
posals. 

Juno 27th. The following modification of bids were 
received: 

1. Tien-ye, from $157,295 to $131,038. 

2. Tien hsing Co., from $99,167(not including steel 

and iron)te $98,980(nmot including steel and iron). 

3. Jen Chi (former bid of Bien Roong)from $138,545, 

to $138,150. 

4. Okura & Co, from $142,755 to $135,016. 

5. Feng Jui-liang, from $116,665 (not including steel 
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and iron) to $99,650 (not including steel and iron) 
6. Ching Chang from $150,000 to $125,000. 
7. Arima & Co. from $85, 927.76(not including steel 7 
and iron) to $74,044.16(not including steel and 5 
iron). t 
Our action in rejecting all bids as excessive, res- 
ulting in the reduction, of the lowest bid, of 611,888. 60 
was thue fully justified, 
June 27th. Peter Turner having completed his contract 
I recommended that he be paid the sum of $873.90, amount ot 
his contract plus $15.22 1/2 for three extra feet C wall , 
to widen side yard of Commandant of Legation Guard; total, | 
$887.12 1/2 (Mex) 4 


June 29th. Still considering bids, as modified, for 
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the superstructure of all buildings excessive, I again rec~ 


commended their rejection and that separate contracts for 
the various classes of work be let. This I believed to be 
the best and only way to construct the buildings here, as 
native constructors are not capable of handling a general 
contract, as is clearly seen by the wild bids made for the 
general superstructure contract. 4 

It is possible, as I have demonstrated, to get reason- 
able bids for one class of work from a native contractor, 
but not for a general contract. 

To this recommendation you assented. 

July Sth. Since separating the general contract into 
contracts for materials and labor, I have received bids as | 
follows: : 
Stone. From $3.20 per cubic foot, for Cher foo(highest) to 

$27.50 per cubic yard for granite. (lowest). | 

Stone Cutting. From $2.50 per superficial foot of face work 14 

and $1.10 for squaring beds and builds (highest), 

te uniform rate of facing, backs and beds included, 


7 
$1.00 per lineal foot regardless of height (lowest). 
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- Brick-laying. $20.00 per M for facing brick rubbed, and 

$24.00 for backing (highest) to $10.00 for facing, 
rubbed, and $6 .00 for backing, (lowest ) 

Cappenters. From $1.80 per day, (highest) to 48 cents per 
day, (lowest) Lowest bidder not considered respon 
sible by Architect. 

Cement. From 4 taels 1 mace, delivered Tientsin only 
(highest) to $7.25 delivered on Legation grounds 
(lowest). 

Sand. From $3.00 per cubic yard (only good sand submitted) 
to $2.60 per cubic yard(lowest) for worthless material 
July 10th. I reported to you the utter impossibility 

of getting first-class workmanship or materials for the in- 

terior finish in Chima, or indeed, even tolerable work. 

The interior finish contract embraces all finishing vood- 

work, window frames, stairs, plumbing, fixtures, galvan- 

ized iron work and heating apparatus. I delivered to you 
blue print copies of the drawings and specifications for 


this work, recommending that they be sent to American cities 
not farther east than Chicago for the purpose of obtaining 
bids and that no bids be asked for this work in China. 

July llth. Contracts were to-day entered into with 
Chang Shen, of Tientsin, for all brick work, stone cutting 


and rough carpentry, as follows: / 
For all common or backing brick, $6.00 per M. 


For face brick, cut to sige and 4 
shape: , 10.00 * y 


Stone cutting and setting, . . 1.00 per lineal ft 

The Govermment to furnish all materials including 
sand and cement for mortar. 

Another contract was entered into with L. Marzoli, of 
Tientsin, * materials as follows: 

Granite, as per sample submitted, stone to be deliv- 
ered at American Compound, $27.50 (Mex) per Cubic Yard. 
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: Pive hundred and forty~one casks Green Island cement, J 
delivered at Compound, $7.25 (Mex) per cask, it 
Three hundred and sixty-three cubic yards sand as per sample / 13 
43.00 (Mex) per cubic yard. 4 
A third contract was signed to-day with Gow . 
(Chinese) contractor to do the remaining work of excavation if 
and conerete footings for the Chair-house and servants’ I 
quarters at the unit of price given by Feng Jui-liang, the 
lowest bidder for the general ie and concrete, 7 
namely 30 cents per 100 cubic feet for excavation and 16 1/2 
cents per cubic foot for concrete, contractor furnishing all 
materials for concrete. 
The signing of these three contracts verifies my 
assertion that the Work could be done to better advantage 
to the Government by separating the contracts. 
The work as now contracted for will be done at a re- 
duction of nearly $45,000 below the lowest bid received 


upon the general contract. This sum saved to the Govern- 


ment will permit me to carry out my scheme for the interior 
finish as originally designed without curtailhent. 

My office record gives details of all transactions 
herein noted, and the files contain all original bids, 
correspondence, schedules of materials, telegrams and other 
data connected with the work of erecting the Legation 4 
buildings. | 
I have the honor to be, 

Very respectfully, 


. Hiab, , N 


Architect in Charge. 


P. 8. The price of $27.50 per cubic yard fer granite over L. 
Marzoli's original bid of $24.50 was made upon his guaran- 
tee that at the increased price he would deliver not less 

than 600 cubic feet of stone per week. 
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Enclosure No.~ In Despatch No. / 347 
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Agreement and contract entered inte this llth day of | 
July, 1903, Between HON. B. H. Conger, represent ag the 
United States Government, and Chang Shen, (Chinese)Con- | : 
tractor. | g 
It 18 agreed that Chang Shen shall furnish brick-lay- 9 


ere, a8 many as may be required by the Architect in Charge, 
said brick-layers toifurnish their own working tools, and 
that he shall lay all common or backing brick, without rub- 


bing, at the uniform rate ef $6.00 per thousand. 411 face 1 
brick te be accurately rubbed te preper sise te work with 5 
backing brick, and for all arches, vater- tables or other 
Places where rubbed brick are required by the drawings, 
brick are te be shaped to proper form and laid in walls at 
the gniform rate of $10.00 per thousand. In brick laying 
ceontracter is te furnish all lie labor required ther ein, 
and in sufficient numbers to keep brick masons busy during 
working hours. 

It is further agreed that all brick shall be laid in 
a full bed of morter as required by t he Architect, and 
that no liquid or soft mortar be resorted to; that each 
brick shall be carefully and solidly laid, true alignment d 
courses and plumb walls shall be maintained, and that work 
Shall be sagisfactory to the Architect. All mortar bo be 
composed of one part cement to three parts sand. 

It is further agreed that said Chang Shen shall furn- 
ish stene-cutters in such numbers as may be required by the 
Architect and do 411 stone cutting of water-tables, 381118, 
sill ceurses, columns, carved capitals, neck mouldings 
balustrade bases, and coping, pilaster bases and caps, and 
all ether moulded work required, together with all quoins 
friezes, jambs and other plain work at the uniform rate of * 


$1.00 
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$1.00 per lineal feet of cut surface, said lineal foot in- 
cluding 1 feot horizontal length of stone, as laid in the 


- derstood that all jeints and beds and backs of all stones 
are te be squarely rough tooled, and that the price given 
includes all laber required in placing stene in walls with 
true alignment with the work. Contractor to cut all holes 
for iron cramps in setting stone-work. 

411 stene used to be of granite as per sample desig- 
nated by contracter's name. 
Stene-work is te be cut true to profiles given in the 
drawings with sharp and clearly defined angles and lines, 
and of uniform teeled texture, as per panel 

It is further agreed that when required by Architect 


the said Chang Shen shall furnish as many carpenters as re 


quired, (carpenters furnishing their own working teols) and 
do all carpentry required at the uniferm rate of 50 cents 
per day for each carpenter, working ten hours per day. All 
carpenters to be sufficiently skilled to do all framing for 
Stair wells, roofs, and trimmer arches, and to set all 
fleer joists, ceiling joists, and roof rafters, and to lay 
@ll rough fleoring and roof sheathing. 

It is further agreed that for all stene setting and 
brick-laying, Chang Shen shall furnish his own labor for 
mortar mixing. 

Upen the part ef the United States it is agreed in 
additien te the payment of the sums hereinbefore specified 
for brick-laying, Stone cutting, and stene-setting, and 
carpenters’ wages, that all lumber required for working 
scaffolding shall be leaned te contractor fer his use dur- 
ingthe erection of the masonry walls, the contractor to 
erect his own sacffoiding therefrem and tear down the work 
and replace lumber in its preper place me work is fin- 
ished. | 


wall, fer all courses regardless of width. kt is to be un 
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It is further agreed upon the part of the United 
States that ne ether labor shall be employed upon the brick 
work, stone/work, or carpentry entering into the construct- 
ion of the United States Lega tien buildings, except that 
supplied by the said Chang Shen, so long as his part of 
this agreement is complied with. 

It is further agreed by beth parties to this contract 
that upon the part of the Government of the United States, 
payment fer the work enumerated herein shall be made month- 
ly upen the amount of wrk dene, a sum equal te one-fourth 


of the amount due being retained from month to menth until 


final payment, when the entire amount due shall be paid in 


full. 
(Signed) FR. H. Conger, 
J. 8. Minister. 


(Signed) Chang Shen. 
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Enelo sure No. In Despatch ne. 1344? 


Agreement entered inte this llth day of July, 1903, between 
» HON, . H. Conger, representing the Government of the Uni- 

ted States, and L. Marzoli, contractor. 

It 18 agreed that contractor is to furnish reck face granite 7 
stone in every respect equal to the sample submitted by hin | 
and in sizes in strict accordance with the Schedule of Storm 
said stone te be delivered free of all costs for freightage 


cartage, etc. on the grounds of the American ;,egatien, Pe- 
king, and deposited where directed by Architect in Charge @ 


Mtwter 
the uniform rate of twenty-feur dollars and fifty cents 


’ 
e. 50) per cubic yard. 
It is further agreed that said L. Harze li, centracter, shal 


deliver upon the greund abeve specified, where directed 


by the Architect, free of all charges of freightage, carét- 
age, etc. five hundred and forty-one (541) casks of Green 
Island Cement, Bmerald Brand, each cask containing 375 


pounds cent net, delivered in the mbroken casks of the 


manufacturers, bearing their labels or trade marks, at the 


uniform rate ef seven dollars and twenty-five cents ($7.25) 


per cask. 
It is further agreed that said L. Marzeli centracter shall 
deliver on the grounds. aforesaid where directed by the 
Architect, free ef all expenses to the Gevernment, three 
hundred and sixty-three (363) cubic yards of clean sharp 
sand, of quelity equal in all respects to sample submitted, 
at the uniform rate of three dellars ($3.00) per cubic yard. 
It 18 agreed by said L. Marzoli that he will deliver all 
material mentioned herein as follows: 

Cement, 50 casks te be delivered on July 16th balance 

in 40 days from signing of contract. 

Sand, 50 cubic yards per week, commenc ing with 
: first delivery July 16th. 
Stene, 600 cubic feet per week, begining July 27th, 
with 
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with first delivery on that day, with stones 
designated in red on Schedule, delivered 
first. 

Upen the part of the United States it is agreed that 
payment for the materials specified, at the rates agreed 
upon/ shall be made upon the certificate of the Architect 
in Charge that they have been delivered, as required, upon 
the Legation grounds, but that ne certificate be issued 
for less than the entire amount fer Cement and sand, or 
for less nen ee hundred cubée feet of Stone. 

Note the fellewing changes made before signing: 

On line 4 page 1 "reck face“ inserted. 

8 7 "16> * 1 written word "four" changed te "seven". 
„ 11 » 1 figure 4 changed te 7. 

last typewritten line, page 2, "five" changed to “six". 
Check for two thousand dollars ($2,000) deposited with 

Hon. B. H. Conger, as a temporary guarantee for performance 


eof contract, te be returned te contracter upon his furnish- 


ing satisfactory personal quarantee. 


(Signed) R. R. Conger, 
U. 8. Minister. 


(Signed) L. Marzeli. 
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OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA, 
PEKIN, CHINA. 


July llth, 1903. 


Secretary of State. 


Additional Rent Account. Expenditures for re- 


pairs to temporary Legation premises, in compli- 
ance with telegraphic Instruction of June 6th, 
last. Giving notice of draft. Repairs now on- 
pleted With the exception of those to the house 
of the Second Secretary. Probable cost. Re- 


ferring to Legation despatch No. 1545, July lst. 


LEGATION OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA, 
| PEKIN, CHINA. 


July llth, 1903. 


To the Honorable 


John Hay, 


Secretary of State, 


Washington, D. C. 


Continuing the Subject matter of my despatch No. 

1345, of the lst instant, I have the honor to enclose addi- 
tional rent account, showing an expenditure for repairs to 
temporary Legation premises of $2579.48, for which, in con- 
pliance with your telegraphic instruction of June 6th, last, 
I have drawn as stated in the account. 

This completes the necessary repairs to comfortably 
house all of the Legation except the Second Secretary. I 
have, however, reserved a place for him, but not knowing 
who he is, nor what will be his needs, I shall not undertake 
its reparation until his arrival. I think it will cost 
about $3500.00 gold. 

As the houses are all old and built in Chinese style, 
they will,. from time to time, need more or less mending, but 


the balance of the appropriation for this purpose will, I 
apprehend, be sufficient for the present fiscal year. 

oo ee I have the honor to be, Sir, 

Your obedient servant, 


— 


: a mm F 4. — 
EBS. eT 


* N 8 
a. 11 ‘ 


* 1 


Mr. Conger te the 


Secretary of State. 


Subject! Student Interpreters. 


Chinese Secretary's repert ef their third 


quarterly examination. 


LEGATION OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA, 
PEKIN, CHINA. 


July 20th, 1903. 
To the Honorable 


John Hay, 


Secretary of State, 


Washington, D. C. 


Sir: 


I have the honor to enclose herewith copy of the re- 
port of the third quarterly examination of the Student In- 
terpreters made by Mr. I. T. Williams, Chinese Secretary 
of this Legation. 

I have the honor to be, 
Sir, 


Your obedient servant, 


Enclosure; 


Copy of report as above. 


K 
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an 
- Legation of the United States of America, 


Peking, China. 
July 135th, 1903. 


Hon. . H. Conger, 
. R. & M. P. of the 


United States, Peking, China. 
Sir:- I have the honor te report that I have just cencluded 
the Third Quarterly Examination of the Student Interpreters 
commected with this Legation. The examination was a 


written ene for all except the two who were but recently 
appointed, Messrs. Pontius and Williams, whe have beth 


been here but a menth. Owing to the fact that the students 
have arrived at different times, and that seme have had 


instruction in Chinese before coming, it has been impossib. 

te examine them together, and it is difficult to compare 
‘progress made by any one with that ef ethers. On this 

occasion, however, Messrs. Arneld and Haskins had the 


Same questions put te them, and were marked as follows, 
100% being regarded as perfect,: 

Arnold 83.3 

Haskins 89. 
The list eof ten questiens covered translation of colloquial 
‘Chinese inte English, English inte Chinese, the trans lat- 
Jon of a Chinese despatch and a Chinese letter inte English, 


the writing frem memory of 100 Chinese characters, certain 
teste in the use of iddiematic expressions, acquaintance 
with Chinese classifiers, and familiarity with ether pecu- 
liar grammatical censtructions. 

On-the whele their examinatien, which was a difficult 
ene, may be said te have preved very satisfactory. 
Mr. Cloud was subjected to the same examination, 
} that the sentences for translation were somewhat 
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| Clewe . Subjected to sub- 

y the same examination, which required translat- 

5 thinees te English and vice versa and tested the 
r acquaintance with certain grammatical construct- 
w Clewe shows great familiarity with the written 
and with the tenes, but en the questiens asked 

passed a little the better examination. 

was marked 95.6 and Mr. Heintzleman 96.6. 

Hull passed a very geod examinatien. The ground 
‘Was rather more elementary than in the cases 
itiened. He was marked 89. 

+ Pont ius has but just begun the study ef the lan- 
it is tee soon te estimate his capacity for ac- 


it. On the first twenty lessens ef the primer he 


70. 
„ Williams has the advantage of having grown up in 


, „ and finds the language returning te his lips very 
He Was required te pass examination on the 
r, and te write fifty characters from memory. 


was 90. 
I have the honor to be, 


Sir, 
Your ebedient servant, 
(Signed) E. T. Williams, 
Chinese Secretary. 
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Censulates in Western China. 


Secretary of State. 


American trade and development make the creation 
The re-establishment of Chungking suggested, 
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LEGATION OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA, 
PEKIN, CHINA, 


July 20th, 1908. 


To the Honorable 
John Hay, 
Secretary of State, 
Washington, D. C. 
sir: 

IT have the honor to enclose a copy of a letter fren 
Reverend H. Olin Cady, of the West China Methodist Mission, 
located at Chentu, upon the necessity of a United States 
Consular Officer in the Western part of the Chinese En- 
pire. 

We have a number of missionaries in West China, and 
no doubt the Werden of our trade, the building of rail- 
ways, and development of mines will invite other erte 
there. They are, and will be, practically out of reach wf 
the Consul General at Hankow. I therefore recommend the rTe~- 
establishment of the Consulate at Chungking at the earliest 
possible moment. 

I have the honor to be, 
Sir, 
Your obedient servant, 


Rev. H. Olin Cady to Mr. Conger, June 19th, 1903. 
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Ur. Cady to Mr. Conger. 
Oeeecercescene 
e Szechuan, 
June 15th, 1903. 
To the American Minister, 


Peking. 


I would like te call your attention te the fact 
that in all west China sii is not ene American official 
4 ‘| 
or any ene that m s peer te acknewledge papers er repre- 
sent us befere or with the Chinese amn While 
in this city the British have a Censul General and ene ether 
Censular ee and the French and ethers are represented. 
Could it net be pessible fer yeu te designate some 
American whe could act as Consular Agent, or semething like 
that. 
Tours faithfully, 
(Signed) H. Olin Cady. 
I wish that yeu had seme means of getting Hsi 
Liang changed int a better man appo int ed. The 


people here do not like the appointment. 


H. O. C. 
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Secretary of State. 


Monetary reform in China. Cenfirming Departeupnt 
Telegram of July Srd, asking the Chinese Govern- 
ment te censider the plan ef the United States. 


Prince h inge answer. What has been decided. 


Central mint. Uniferm Geld and Silver currency, 


Tael basis. 


OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA, 
PEKIN, CHINA. 


July ist, 1908. 


To the Honorable 
John Hay, 
Secretary of State, 


Washington, D. C!. 


I have the honor to confirm your telegraphic inetrue- 
tion of the Srd instant, as follows: 


Conger, Minister, 


Peking. 
Confidentially request Chinese Government not to vcon- 


mit it self to any plan of monetary reform until it has 
received and considered the plan of the United States ger 
ermment formulated after discussion now under way With 


leading European Powers. 
(Signed) Loomis, Acting. 


The matter has been presented to Prince Ching, who 
Says that they propose to do nothing that will interfere 
with the work of the Commission appointed by the United 
States in response to the request of Mexico and China, dat 
that in trying to put their finances in better shape for 


the immediate future, they had already decided to estetilish 


& central mint to coin silver and copper, with a view to 


securing a uniform currency for the whole Empire, and that 


it 


unit, but that 


I am not sure that adopting the tael as the unit of 


value way 0 interfere with the plan which shall finally 
//) be the Widbed Stated os & result of the Com- 
mission's work; but since it had already been decided 
upon, I did not feel authorized either to suggest the use 
of some other unit, or to defer all coinage for the pres- 
ent. 
I have the honor to be, 
Sir, 


Your obedient servant, 
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STATES OF AMERICA, Secretary of State. 
AU 31 1905 
—— ee 
July 23rd, 1908. 


The opening of Ports in Manchuria, Confirming 


Department Telegram of the 15th and 146th, and 
Legation answer of the 22nd. 

The Russian declaration presented to Pri nce 

n“ ing with urgent request that our demands be 
3 with forthwith. He replies that Russia 
has not intimated to China any change of attitude 
consequently ports cannot be opened. China's 
good will and utter helplessness. Promise to 
open ports by Edict on withdrawal of Russia fin- 
ally obtained in writing. My reply. Present 
situation and future prospects. Reasons for 
signing the treaty without the ports. Chinese 


willing to act promptly. Peking cannot be made 


a Treaty Port. 


| „ on Tied UNITED STATES OF AMERICA, 
PEKIN, CHINA. 
„re the Honorable 
John Hay, 
Secretary of State, 
Washington, D. 0. 

sir: 

I have the honor to confirm overleaf your cipher 91 
grams of the 135th and 14th instants, and mine of the . 


In next to the last line of your telegram of the 14th, 


the same spelling(qbvkf)is employed as was used for Ching 


: above, but I have concluded that Harbin was the place An- 

| 4 ” ee and have so written * 1 the declaration. 

a 1 ABs 3 as possible after the receipt of your im 

a ructions, I arranged for an interview with Prince Gh/ing, 
he coming in from the Summer Palace on the 20th instant, I 
presented him with a copy of the Russian declaration, and 
insisted that now there could be no longer any reason why 
our demands should not be complied with, and that my Gov- 
ernment could only consider further refusal on the part of 
the Chinese Government as an expression of its 


ness to comply with our reasonable request, or a determine~ 


tion to indefinitely delay, etc., etc. 


He replied in substance that Russia had in no way 
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intimated to them that the dbjections in which she had been 


so persistent were withdrawn, or in any manner modified, and 
chat he Send ealy repent what.he had plainly undd se maw 
times before, that it was absolutely impossible for China to 
take any formal action whatever upon the question as long as 
Russia was in possession of Manchuria; China was extremely- 
desirous to please the United States and disliked exceeding- 
ly to be compelled to refuse her request, but she dared not 
either agree by treaty to open the ports, or open them by 
Miet, until the withdrawal of Russia, and he hoped the Un- 
ited States would appreciate China's unfortunate position 
and believe in her sincerity. He said that China recognized 
the importance of opening the ports(excepting Harbin)named, 
and was herself ready and willing to open them; and he begged 
me to telegraph my Goverment that just as soon as the Rus- 
sians withdrew an Edict would be immediately published open- 
ing the ports. 

After considerable discussion I told him that if he 
would put „. I would wire you. He strongly 
objected, but finally consented to do so, if in his promise 
he might say, “two of the ports mentioned,” instead of 
Oey Serre Ue Ramee of the porte, but that it should 


be clearly understood between us that Moukden and Ta Tung-ku 
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vin had been mentioned, I agreed to wire you the facts as 


goon as I received the written promise. Tt was handed me 


last night. I enclose a copy. It is not as clear and en- 


phate as it re oll be, but the dest he could be induced to 
sign. I enclose niet ne bane. 

China does net wish to open the ports by treaty, and 
I am confident that whenever they feel sure that Russia 
will not make them trouble in consequence, an Edict open- 
ing the ports will be immediately issued, in order to avoid 
any mention of the matter in the treaty. 

If Russia does not clearly give her consent, it would 
be suicidal for China to open the ports; so we are bound to 
wait 0 8 given to the Chinese, or her evac- 
uation of Manchuria. The latter is so very improbable 
that it seems to me we might take this written promise of 
Prince Ch'ing for whatever it may be worth, and conclude 
our treaty. I especially think so if, by accepting or act- 
ing on Russia's declaration, we recognize her rights to say 
what shall or shall not be done permanently in Manchuria, 
or tacitly agree to her condition that no foreign settle- 
ments shall be established there. 

During the conference Prince ch“ ng also promised 
that if the question of opening ports could be left out of 
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, Your weinen servant, 
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‘Smt ce ene ed xine B 
BncLOSures; „deer (boot! 
1. Prince Ch'ing to Mr. Conger, July 20th, 1903. 
2. Mr. Conger to Prince Ch'ing, July 22nd, 1903. 


Late e vie tol en oud . 


282 wn “* 98 Pt 109 98808 chbastis 


gino eeeeeeeeeeed: 122 . 


* (sagnea) 3 zue nes font 


o3 Dart eng eonteg I 


5 4 
4 


N a * N a A ae 3. 
S N N its RO Te N 
N 


5 a 
4819 an 
ey 


I, the Prince, yester~- 

‘with Your Excellency, 
China has already hed the intention 6c open and establish 
commercial ports at two of the places which we mentioned, 
but it will be necessary to wait until the Russian troops 
now temporarily occupying the "Three Bastern Provinces" 


shall be entirely withdrawn and the local Government handed 


pack, when China, herself will open then. 


Intercalary Fifth Moon, 26th Day. 
(July 20th, 1903) 
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Legation ef the United States ef America 
Peking, China. 

July 22nd, 1903. 

Your Imperial Highness: 

In accerdance with the agreement made at our persenal 

conference on the 20th inst. I yesterday had the honer te 

receive from the. Hands ef Mr.Ku the written premise ef Your 

Imperial Highness cencerning the opening of Manchurian ports 

as follows: - 


"Concerning the matter ef epening perts in the "Three 
Eastern Previnces', which I, the Prince, yesterday discussed 


in a personal interview with YourExcellency, China has al- 
ready had the intentien te epen and establish commercial 


ports at two ef the places which we mentiened, but it will 


be necessary to wait until the Russian treeps now tempor- 


artig occupying the Three Eastern Provinces' shall be en- 
tirely withdrawn and the lecal government handed back, men 
China, hereself will epen the." 
Of the three places mentioned, Moukden, Ta-tung-kou, 
and Harbin, it is cenceded that it is difficult for China 


te epen Harbin, but I have, as I agreed te do, at ence te- 


legraphed to my Gevernment Your Imperial Highness' pesitive 
promise that the other twe, Moukden and Ta-tung-kou will be 
epened by China herself just as soon as the Government ef 
the "Three Eastern Previnces" is handed back to China by 
Russia; and I will cemmunicate te Your Highness its reply 
when received. 

I avail,myself ef the eppertunity to renew te Your 
Imperial Highness thé assurance of my highest consideration. 

(Signed) . H. Conger, 
b. B. a M. P. of the United States. 

Te His Imperial Highness, Prince of Ch' ing, 
President of the Board of Foreign Affairs. 
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DIPLOMATIC 


iit mare te le 1 SEP 1 1903 
| PEKIN, CHINA. 
BUREAU. — 


a ee. 


Secretary of State. 


Subj ect: The Status of Censular Ceurts. 


Request fer an epinien ef the Atterney General's 
Department as to the relatien which Censular 
Courts sustain te each other. 

Case ef the American Trading Ce. Crawferd will 
case, There is ne appeal frem the Censular 


Courts in cases ef importance. 


ie 1 


Assistant Solicitor, 
0031 1908 


recera t4 wren 


7 I rind that this matter vas very eS 
Si ot Pentieid just before he des. when it was 
er mnt , thie eer ican Trading Company 
0 the Consul at cher oo under 
fA 12th instant, informing him that the judgment of 
tates Consular Court at Shanghai is entitled to 
. credit in the United States Consular Court at 


and directing him to be guided by this instruction in 


tg kur ther consideration of this case. The American Trad- 


ing Company was so informed. 


Z 


To the 


Diplomatic Bureau: 

Acknowledge receipt of Minister Conger's 
despatch and. say that tle matter has already received the care- 
ful consideration wf the law officer of the Department, having 
been presented by the American Trading Companys r him 
a copy of, the Department's instruction of the 12th instant 
to mae at Chefoo which showed that the judgment of the 
U. 8. Consular Court at Shanghai is entitled to full faith ani 
credit by the U. &. Consular Court at Chefoo and directed him 
in the further consideration of the case to be guided by this 
instruction. 

Referring to Mr. Conger'’s suggestion in the latter part 
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om OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA, 
PEKIN, CHINA. 


July 24th, 1903, 


John Hay, 
Secretary of State, 
Washington, d. Cc. 
girs. 

Referring to previous correspondence concerning the 
contention of Consul General Goodnow and Consul Fowler 
over the Crawford Will case, I have the honor to enclose 
herein correspondence with the American Trading Company, 
complaining that the Consular Court at Chefoo refuses to 
issue . the certified copy of a judgment ren- 
dered by the Consular Court of Shanghai. 

I respectfully request that thie latter question be 
submitted to the Attorney General's Department for the pur- 
pose of obtaining, if possible, an opinion upon the real 
relation these Consular Courts sustain to each other; wheth- 
or it is that of coordinate Courts in the same State, of 
isin in different States, or that of coordinate United 


‘States Courts, and whether or not it is a question that 


i 5 am) be covered by Regulations prepared by the Minister as 
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52 e eee 
courts in cases where the matter in dispute, exclusive of 
costs, exceeds $2,500.00; yet, strangly enough,still per- 
mitting the appeal to the Minister in certain cases involv- 
ing less than $2,500.00; i.e., authorizing an appeal from 


Consul es judgment in small cases, but making his judg- 


ment absolute and final in large ones. 


If it has not already been done, Congress ought to 
be requested to remedy this defect by appropriate legisla- 
tion. 

I have the honor to be, 
Sir, 


Your obedient servant, 


Enclosures; 
1, American Trading.Co. to Mr. Conger, July nd, 1903. 
2, Mr. Conger to American Trading co., July 10th,1903. 
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We have the honor to lay before you a matter affecting 
not only the particular interests of this Company but in 
point of precedent the general interest of American citizens 
residing in China. 

In the course of a series of suits and cross suits 
between the American Trading Company and one Zimmerman, for- 
merly a Russian subject, but now and during the couse of 
this litigation a naturalized American citizen residing at 
Chefoo the American Trading Company were awarded judgment 
by the U. 8. Consylar Court at Shanghai on the 7th day of 
May, 19035, in the amount of Taels 7,208.70. 

Mr. Zimmerman returned to Chefoo before judgment was 
rendered by the court here and a certified copy of the 
judgment was duly filed with the U. 8. Consul at Chefoo who 
was requested to issue execution upon the judgment. The 
Cpnsul at Chefoo declined to issue the execution, basing 
his action apparently upon the ground that he could not rec- 
ognize the judgments of his associate Consuls and that be- 
fore he could issue execution the American Trading Co. must 
institute @ second or supplementary suit in the Chefoo 

The American Trading Co. are not yet prepared to dis- 
pute the technical accuracy of the position of tie Consul 
at Chefoo but maintain that established legal precedents as 
* by American Courts demand that after technicalities 
: ding Tener fully Severed, comity will compel one mess 
to gi ps 1 of other 


Pht 4 n 8 


we judicial recognition de jure. Arguing 


3 e appears to be no precedent apply 


ing solely to the Consular Courte of the v. S., it would 
sebm that such courts ought as a matter of cen law to 


de bound by the same rules of comity as adopted by the cours 


established in the United States, We are not aware that 
the precise status of the U. 8. Consular Courts with refer- 
ence to these specific: points has been defined by an au- 
thoritative decision, and we beg to inquire if the matter 
presented is one which will be reviewed at Pekin. 

An equally important point at issue arises from the 
refusal of the Consul at Chefoo to allow the representa- 
tive of our Board of Directors, known to him as such, to 
examine the records of the Consulate for the purpose of 
ascertaining whether the judgment creditor Zimmerman is 
possessed of property within the jurisdiction of the Con- 
sul at Chefoo, which could be applied in satisfying the 
judgment. The result is that the American Trading Company, 
an American Corporation, is apparently powerless of avail- 
ing itself of rights and privileges which we believe it to 
de the express intention of the Home Government that Aner- 
ican citigens residing abroad shall receive. If, then our 
contention that the records of an American Consulate are 
public records and as such open to inspection and examina- 
tion by American citizens, within properly prescribed lin- 
its, we respectfully petition that instructions be issued 
to the Consul at Chefoo directing him to allow our repres- 
entative to examine the records of the Chefoo Consulate for 


the purpose of ascertaining whether the judgment creditor. 
Zimmerman possesses property within the jurisdiction of 
the Chefoo Consulate which by due process of law would be 
applied to the satisfying of said judgment. 

We have the honor to remain, 
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“of tie te States oy 
Peking, July 10th, 1903. 


Manager American Trading Co., 
Shanghai, China. 

sir 

Your communication of the 2nd instant is received. 
In this you state that, having procured a judgment in the 
United States Consular Court at Shanghai, and having filed 
a certified copy of said judgment with the United States 
Consul at Chefoo, and requested him to issue execution 


thereon, he declined to do so except upon the institution 


of supplementary proceedings in the Consular Cowt of Che- 
feo, and you enquire whether or not this matter will be re- 
viewed at Peking. 

The Consular Courts in China are quite as independent 
and, in some respeets, more so than the State or United 
States Courts in the several States of the United States, 
and quite as free from any outside influence or direction. 

The proceedings of Consuls acting judicially can only 
de reviewed by the Minister upon appeal properly made; but 
the statutes: @ nferring judicial authority on Diplomatic 
officers and Consuls provide that all such officers shall 
be hela . for negligence and misconduct in tle perforn- 
ance of Judicial duties. (See Revised Statutes, Section 
4110). 

There are certain questions as to the exact status of 
these Courts in relation to one another, which have never 
been determined, and for which it is possible Congressional 
Legislation may be necessary. For this purpose I am bring- 
ing some of them to the attention of the Solicitor of the 
Department of State. 

You also ask that imstructions be issued to the Consul 
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g hint to allow your representative to 
* Chefoo Consulate, “for the purpose 
inin 3 @ certain judgnent creditor possess- 
oper’ . of the chef oo Consulate, 
alen, by due process of law, could be applied to the sat- 
isfying of said judgment, basing your request upon the con- 
tention that the records of an American Consulate are public 
records, and, as such, open to inspection and examination 
by American citizens. 
Your contention in this matter is hardly correct, but 
I am sure that the Consul would promptly respond to any 
reasonable request, and certify to you under his seal any 
fact of record in his Consulate which he might properly dis- 
close. A refusal of such request would give grounds for 
complaint to this Legation. 
Regretting that I am unable to reply more satisfactor- 


ily to your enquiries, I an, 


Very respectfully yours, 
(Signed) EB. I. Conger. 
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Secretary 6f State. 


Sudject: The appeintment ef an Assistant Chinese Secretary. 
Letter frem the Chinese Secretary, pointing eut 
the necessity ef this. Student Interpreters 
should be drawn frem. Suitable salary. Ad- 


vantages ef this plan and ebjectiens te et her 


pessible courses. 
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John Hay, 
Secretary of State, 


Washington, D. C. 


I have the honor to transmit, with my hearty apprewal 
and endorsement of every word and suggestion therein, @ 
letter from Mr. . T. Williams, Chinese Secretary of this 
Legation, clearly setting forth the necessity of an Assist- 


ant Chinese Secretary or Interpreter at this Legation, and 


suggest that Congress be requested to enact timely legis- 


lation providing therefor. 

Mr. Williams is most industrious, extremely quick, 
and thoroughly competent, but the increasing business of 
the Legation is rapidly placing the Chinese work beyond the 
capacity of any one man. I therefore very earnestly re- 
commend alk the post of Assistant Chinese Secretary be 
created by law, to be filled by appointment from the Student 


ite: ters, and that the salary be fixed at not less than 
“| Ae Fae 2 


$2,000.00 per annum. 
of being selected for this post will be 


n encouraging stimulus to the Students, and will insure the 


‘pest possible equipment for the position. 

5 I apprehend that it is possible, under the present 
law, for the Secretary of State to designate one of the 
Students for this work, but it iia be a disgrace both 


to him and to our Government to demand the services required 


at his present salary. 
I have the honor to be, 
Sir, 


obedient servant, 


Enclosure: 


Mr. Williams to Mr. Conger, July 24th, 1903. 
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Hons 2. K. Conger, 

1. a K. . of the United States, 

Peking, China. 

Sirt- I have the hener te request that you will call the at ten- 
tien ef the 3 te the need ef creating the pest ef As- 
sistant Chinese Secretary ef this Legat ien. In suppert ef the 
request I beg te be allewed to submit the following considera- 
tiensi- 

I. You are well aware that the cerrespendence between our 
Legatien and the Chihese Fereign Office has increased very rapid- 
ly during the past few years. It may net be understood at home 

and nete | 
that every despatch frem the Legatien te the Chinese Gevernment 
is accempanied by a translation in Chinese made by the Chinese 
Secretary, and that every communicatien frem the Chinese autho» 
ities is in Chinese enly and must be translated by the Chinese 
Seoretary inte English before it is available fer the censiderm> 
tien ef the Minister. In 1898 there were but I8 despatches sent 
te the Yamen and I9 received frem it, while the whole number of 


cemmunicatiens and ether decuments translated and filed ameunted 


te 105 enly. In contrast with this commmicatiens from the of- 


fiee last year with miscellaneous Chinese decuments frem ether 
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nugbered 122, “in addition te which there were many netes and 

letters sent te otherCChinese erat. The cerrespendence 

is therefore nearly four times as heavy as in 1898. 

2. But the cerrespendence, as you well knew, represents 
wl 11 part ef the werk ef this effice. The grewing import- 
ance ef eur ceuntry's relations with China has made it mere than 
ever necessary fer the Chinese Secretary te keep infermed as to 
nemerials and 8 presented by previncial and ether ef f101 
and Imperial Miete issued in respense. The number ef news-papew 
and ether periedioals published in Chinese has greatly increased 
in recent 3 and ene must read the vernacular press te keep 
in teuch with popular mevements and acquainted with the ever- 
changing cenditiens in all parts ef this vast empire. I can ‘eis 
pretend te have dene se, but net infrequently I have been com 
pelled te werk frem 7,a.m. te 10 p.m. in order te de the regular 
werk ef the day and at the sme time make translatiens ef Edicts 
or ether articles frem the press. 

5. A great many letters come te this Legation, asking for 
infermatien upen 9 and ether subjects, which the Chi- 
3 is rightly expected te supply. In many cases, 
hewever,te de se preperly demands that he take time fer inquiry\ 
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ers now often lie upon my desk for two und three months 


4. Seal intercourse between the Chinése Court and high of 


kielale on the ‘ene hand and the foreign Legations or visiting 
Buropean and American officials of high rank upon the other is 
a recent development, dating from the return of the Court in 
190%. But ih all this intercourse, as well as in all eral dis- 
cussions with Chinese Government officials, the interpreter is 
a sine qua non, yet the Chinese Secretary is the only person 
upon whom you can call, and must do his regular work in additia 
no natter how 8 may be consumed in this very interesting 
and pleasant secial intercourse. 

5. With the exception of Holland, Italy, Spain , and Por- 
tugal, the United States is the only Power represented here, 
which attempts te conduct its business with but one Chinese- 
speaking member of its staff. Great Britain empleys one Chinese 
Secretary, one Au stant Chinese Secretary, one Commercial At- 
taché, one Archivist, and two Interpreters, who divide the Chi- 
nese work among them. France has two Chinese ne two 
Ingerpreters, ene Consular Attache, and one Chancellery Clerk, 
all ef whom speak Chinese. Austria-Hungary has three men who 


share in this work ;Germany four, Belgium two; and Japan three or 
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ere in securing intelligence er in the conduct er her efficial 
relations with China 

6. We have eight student interpreters new cennected with 
* Legation, three ef when will be ready fer assignment te du- 
ty in a little mere than a year. I have te request therefere 
that yeu will make such representatiens te the Department as in 
your epinien may be needed te secure the legislation necessary 
te the establishment ef the pest ef Assistant Chinese Secretary 
and the assignment therete ef ene ef the students mentioned. I 
beg te suggest that the salary sheuld be large eneugh te serve 
as an inducement te the appeinteé te remain contentedly fer som 
years, and sufficient te enable him te discharge his secial au- 
ties without embarasment. It eught net te be Yess than $2,000 
per annum. 

Heping that this cemmunication may receive your faverable 
consideratien, I have the hener te be, 

Sir, 


Yeur ebedient servant, 
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Sedition cases, Shanghai, two 
plead endl Chinese Government requests these be surrendered 
to the Governor of Seochow for punishment. All my colleagues 
except British and Fepenese, whe are awaiting for inetructions, 
consent 0 the surrender. Safety of the Chinese Government and 
all foreign interests will be greatly jeopardised if foreign 
settlements on Chinese territory can be an asylum for perpetra- 
tors of 47100 against the ES, | ae due regard to agree- 
nent between the Consuls and local authorities, 1 advise the 


surrender of those wha plead guilty or are convicted by the Mixed 


Court. 7.1.6 n Instructions. 


CONGER. 


. 
* 


ered by | C.C*s Office, 


BUREAU OF THE AMERICAN REPUBLICS 
MEMORANDUM 


Mr. Conger's telegram to the Secretary of State, 


Dear Judge Penfield: 


Gn or about the 15th of this month, the 


Consul General at Shanghai telegraphed to the 


Department concerning this matter. On the 15th, 


the Secretary sent him a telegraphic instruction, 


copy ef which I enclose. 

There is no doubt to my mind that there is 
a great deal te be said in faver of the argument 
in Mr. Conger's telegram of yesterday, which I 


send you herewith. 


I do not see how we can avoid directing the 
Censul General te surrender those who have plead 
guilty er who are convicted by the Mixed Court. 
As te the latter, it might, however, be possible 
te take some measure which would preclude the 


possibility ef them receiving a severer punish. 


ment than that given them by the Mixed Ceurt 


Magistrate. If this is not done it is very 


probable that every one of those surrendered 
will be decapitated. | 

Perhaps it might be well to tell our Consul 
General that if all his colleagues agree to the 
surrender for punishment of those who have plead 


guilty, he is also te give his consent. 


— . * 
a . * 
JPYV? NSC. 
July 28, 1903. 
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LEGATION OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA, 
PEKIN, CHINA. 
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Mr. Conger te the 


\ 
Secretary ef State. » 
~~ 


Subject: Mr. R. L. Myrick's claim against the Chinese 
Gevernment. Marked discrepancies between his 
different statements must be explained before 


the.case can be presented. 


LEGATION OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA, 
PEKIN, CHINA. 


July 28th, 1903. 


To the Honorable 
| 


John Hay, 
Secretary of State, 


Washington, D. C. 


I have the honor to acknowledge your No. 689, of June 
20th, with copies of affidavits of William Bowman and H. J. 
Bostwick, in relation to the claim of R. L. Myrick against 
the Chinese Government. I am also in receipt of a letter 
of June llth from Mr. R. I. Myrick himself. 

In this letter, as also in Mr. Myrick's letter to 
you, a copy of which you enclose, he states that he was 
not discharged from his employment by the Railroad Company, 
but says, "Mr. Pethick simply said'we are having trouble 
with the Powers at Peking. It will not last long. You go 
home and we will send for you when it is over. 80 I have 
been waiting ever since." 

It is difficult to reconcile this statement with the 
affidavit made by Mr. Myrick when his claim we first sent 
me from the Department. In that he claims to have been 
summarily and arbitrarily discharged, and that he was forced 
and compelled, under duress, to sign a receipt in full for 
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all demands, in order to get the money to enable him to get 


25 
out of the country. 


I cannot understand why, with American friends like 
wr. Bowman, Mr. Bostwick, and Mr. Pethick, who certainly 
would have helped him with money sufficient to have taken 
him home upon request, he should have been compelled to 
unwillingly sign such a receipt in order to secure the 
necessary funds. These important discrepancies should be 
satisfactorily explained before the case is presented, even 
informally, to the Chinese Government. 

I have the honor to be, 


Sir, 


Your obedient servant, 


ie ot ,ebnamed 


Mando 64 36 


aawawokd, «i 


. a bn 
' evant Bigew 


* 


is 
A... 


on ano mic 


rh 


DIPLOWATIG | 


LEGATION OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA, SEP 1 1903 
PEKIN, CHINA. : 


BUREAU, 
July 28th, 1903, 
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Secretary ef State. 


“Subject: “Foreign Relations of the United States, 1902" 


received. Request that the number ef cepies 


sent be maintained. 


Bees | 


LEGATION OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA, 
PEKIN, CHINA. 


July 26th, 1905. 


ro the Honorable 
John Hay, 
Secretary of State, 
Washington, D. C. 


Sir: 


I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of un- 
numbered instruction of June 18th, announcing the forward- 
ing of six copies of the annual publication of Foreign Re- 
lations, and to report that these copies reached me in 
good order by the same mail. 

In reply fo the question as to the number actually 
required at this Legation, the present allowance seems a 
suitable one, and I should certainly deprecate any decrease 
in the number allotted. 

I have the honor to be, 
Sir, 


Your obedient servant, 


(es leks 


, * 8 
“7 4 * ot 
* Me 
4 * * 


= 
. . 
2 
* * 
a 4 


— 
4 
ra 
Fu 
~ 
* 
4 


Secretary of State. 


Subject: The Shanghai Sedition cases. Danger of offer- 
ing an asylum to criminals of this kind. The 
agreement with the Consuls. Their views: of the 
case. 

Consul Goodnow's history of the case, No act- 
ion of the Diplomatic Corps possible. Sup er- 


Tluous telegram from the Municipal Council. 
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LEGATION OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA, 
_ PEKIN, CHINA. 


July 30th, 1903. 


To the Honorable 


John Hay, 


Secretary of State, 


Washington, D. C. 


I have the honor to confirm overleaf, my telegram of 


the 27th instant, and your reply of the 28th, in regard to 
the so-called sedition cases in Shanghai. 

Two of these men have plead guilty to publishing books 
urging and advising the massacre of their present Imperial 
rulers, and iain to incite the people to riot and revolt 
for this Oe the others are awaiting trial. 

It will be a most unjust and dangerous precedent to 
establish if criminals of this character can safely plot 
murder and treason under the protection of the foreign 
settlements. 


It so happens that in any riet or revolution started 


in China, foreigners are usually the first victims. It is 


quite important, therefore, that we give no encow agement 


to rioters or revolutionists, or put ourselves in a position 


that will justify the Chinese, should trouble arise, in say- 
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ing, Tou are in a measure responsible, because you have 


protected the chief instigators, *" etc. We must, however, 
; 

give some consideration to the agreement made between the 
Consular Body and the Tactai that they should be tried and 
punished in the settlement, and to the possible fact that 
the plea of guilty by the prisoners might not have been 
made in the absence of such an agreement. 

; I believe, however, that a majority of the Consuls 
(taking into consideration their agreement )are now in favor 
of turning them over, and it seems to me important that 
it should be done. In the matter of punishment, I shall use 
my good offices as you direct. 

I enclose correspondence with Consul General Goodnow 
which gives a full history of the case, and also copy of his 
telegram to the Doyen, asking instructions of the Diplomat- 
10 Corps. The Corps not being unanimous--the British 
Charge d'Affaires awaiting instruction and the Japanese 
asking his Government to instruct its Consul General direct=~ 
can take no action thereon. In fact, in my judgment, the 
Diplomatic Corps has no authority to instruct the Consular 
Body, #0 each Consul will be instructed separately. 

I also enclose copy of a telegram received by the 


Diplomatic 
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Diplomatic Corps from the Municipal One ber Shanghai , 
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in which the Municipal Council has no authority to inter- 
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I have the honor to be, 1 
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Your obedient servant, 
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eteguod (beast) 
Enclosures: 


1. Mr. Goodnow to Mr. Conger, July 14th, 1903. 
(aerigid) berleoo s tate ler 
2..Mr. Goodnow to Mr. Conger, July 16th, 1903. 
„80e 88 Ciel, mortpnt: 2ad 
3. Shanghai Municipal Council, Bayne, aun, to the 
anive 
Dean of the Di lomatic Corps, July 22nd, 1903. 
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4. W. Conger to Mr. a all July 23r4, 1903. 
Snazent e Tao betowiwwadnt saw TAA isp isis: 
5. Mr. Conger to Mr. Goodnow, July 2¢th, 1905. 
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6. Mr. Goodnow to Mr. i July n, 1903. 
bavol io WTes ata sacs As tba oecaqqo 7 
7. Mr. Conger to Mr. doodnew, Slst, 1903. 
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Telegren | sent (Cipher). | n 
Peking, July a7th, 1903, 7. 
Deestate, ahnten. mort aq100 ami 


Twentyseventh. In sedition cases Shanghai two plead 


„undo td ed? Yo at ternet eri? 1 ani? 
guilty. Chinese Government requests these 9 


to the Governor ef Scochow for <puniahment «ALD myeh2ea;- 


ues except British and Japanese, who are waiting for in- 
jail o2 tende on ead LItonwoO LaqtotauM sed? doltiw at 
structions, consent to their surrender. 


The safety of the Chinese Government and all «fereim 
interests will be greatly jeopardized if foreign settlemen 


„ed of torreod etd evad I 
on Chinese territory can be an asylum for the perpetrators 


of crimes against the Govermment. Having due regard to th 
agreement between the Consuls and local authorities, I 


Inaviee Ineibedo wey 


Arise the surrender 6f those Whe plead guilty OF are Gon- 


victed by the legraph instructions. 
fe. Pe << 
N 


igned) Conger. 
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Telegram received (Cipher) 
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‘Washington, July 28th, 1903, 
: ,envs® „Lone Lagtolaul tadanade .¢ 

Conger, Peking. 
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Twentyeigntn. Your telegram twentyseventh. Consul 
CL ,bvéS int .wonbood Mose sesHeD . 7% 16 


General Shanghai was instructed on fifteenth instant use 
£0@L ses viut .wonbood .1f of seamed .a 2S 

his good offices to secure trial before Mixed Court. We 
, GOV l Li 400 .T of voa „ 8 

cannot epos surrender those pleading guilty or found so 
wonbooD Go: wennoD .i .F 


N 


after ‘fash tri But you use good offices to avoid carry: 
ing out extreme penalty of Chinese law, Repeat to Good- 


(Signed) Loomis, Acting. 


sere Me. /. tm Despatch 1 162. 


i eee to ur. Conger. 
eeeeeanaae 
1e. 808. : 
Consulate-General ef the United States, 
of America. 
Shanghai, July 14th, 1903. 
Hon. B/ H. Conger, 
«Be B. and k. P., U. 8. 4. 
Peking. 
Sir: 
T have te acknowledge receipt ef yeur Ne. 1976 
ef July 9th, regarding the sedition cases. 

My Ne. 505 gives you a full repert in the matter. 
Please bear in mind that the agreement that these men 
sheuld be tried in the Mixed Court was suggested by the 
Chinese authorities here whe say that they have telegraphed 


urging t he Chinese Government net te press their request 


fer turning ever ‘the priseners te the eutside authorities 


at least until after the preliminary hearing. 

The Taetai has net asked us te change the eriginal 
pregram and I am teld that the case will come up for trial 
against seme ef the men very soon. 

As I said in my Ne. 5 05, I will keep you fully posted 
T am, 
Sir, 
Yeur ebedient servant, 
(Signed) John Geodnow, 


Censul General. 
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Enclosure Me. 2 In Despatch Ne./358 
ure. Geodnew te Mr/ Conger. 
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‘Ne. Sil. 
Consulate -General of the United States 
ef America. 
Shanghai, Zuly 16th, 1903. 
Hen B. H. Conger, 
I. E. and M. P., U. 8. A., 
Peking. 
Sir: 

Continuing my No. 506, I be; te repeat my telegram 
te the Department ef State. 

" Six Chinese arrested in fereign Settlements of 
Shanghai charged with seditien. Lecal Chinese civil 
authorities agreed with Censuls trial sheuld be in Mixed 
Court and punishmet in Shanghai. Chine se Government 
Says priseners are guilty and asks Ministers to instruct 
Censuls to order Municipal authorities te deliver prisone: 
te Chinese autherities fer summary punishment. Men are 
in Municipal jail. Public epinien will eppese vielently 
delivery men te death witheut trial. Have reported te 
Minister. He has directed telegraph y ou for instructien" 

And the reply frem the Secretary of State which 
I wired yeu this morning as fellews: 

"Secretary ef State telegraphed Use your goed 
effices te delay actien requested by Chinese Government 
until at least charges have been preved against the 
mccused in Mixeé Court with fereign Assessor sitting 
as it seems pessible foreign interests may be involved. 


We would be greatly pleased if agreement made in the 


first place with lecal autherities ceuld be carried out. 
‘This latter telegram was signed by Secretary Hay. 
I alse enclese you preceedings in the Mixed Court 
yesterday; which I am alse sending te the Departmat of 
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Yeur. ebedient servant, 


(Signed) Sehr Gvednow, 
Consul General. 
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ur. Bayne to the Doyen of the Diplomatic corps. 

| ‘Shanghai, July 22nd, 1903, 

catkann, Doyen Diplomatic Body, 
Peking. 

_ ‘Having reference to Supac case, Municipal Council de- 
sires respectfully draw attention of Diplomatic Body to fol- 
lowing facts. For many years past it has been fixed prin- 
ciple of local administration that no native resident is 
liable arrest or removal from settlement except after trial 
and offence proved;continued prosperity security foreign 
settlement depend on maintenance this principle. Last 
year Diplomatic Body supporting this view officially approv- 
ed rules procedure on June 28th, whereby the principle was 
definitely established. Moreover the traditional practice 
of Diplomatic Consular Bodies especially since 1898 has 
been to oppose irregular arrested punishment of native res- 
idents accused of political offences; in present case four 


of six prisoners are apparently neither connected with pub- 


lication Supao, nor with Aikuo patriotic association to 


which Imperial Edict specially refers. Their offences are 
unstated, their identity unproved. To hand the defendants 
over for summary execution without according them opportun- 


ity to prove their innocence would bring lasting disg ace 
to Powers concerned in good government of foreign settlement 
and seriously prejudice its future administration. Finally 
the fact is important that the Senior Consul endorsed war- 
rant in this case, and defendants were arrested upon dis~ 
tinet agreement with Chinese Authorities; that upon convic~- 
tion punishment would be carried out in settlement. Coun- 
cil ventures therefore, urge that Chinese Government be in- 
formed that recognised procedure must be adhered to, In 
conclusion Council suggests Diplomatic Body should assure 
Chinese Government that to prevent future possibility «¢ 

of offensive or seditions publications in foreign sett le- 
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tions, a measure which would undoubtedly remove all cause 
future trouble. 


(Signed) Bayne, Chairman. 
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Telegram received. 


Shen chat, July" 16th, 1805 


1118 
Conger, Peking. 


4 Snelibedo wol 
Wee 9 State telegraphed (quote) Use yar go 


ee to de * ten requested by Chinese Government 
until at least charges have been proved against the acc 
in Mixed Court with foreign assessor sitting, as it seen 
possible foreign interests may be involved. We would be 
greatly pleased if agreement made in first place with 1° 
authorities could be carried out (quote) 


(Signed) Goodnow. 


con. . s. 
—— 10. C In — 10. / 787 
. Conger to Mr. Goodnow. 
Pane of the United Statesof America, 
3 Peking, July 24th, 1908. 
John Goodnow, Esquire, , 
United States Consul General, 
Shanghai . 
sir: 

In addition to my No. 1992, I acknowledge receipt of 
your despatches Nos. 505, 508, and 511, and approve the 
action therein set forth. 

On general principles the foreign settlements ougit 
not to be a refuge for Chinese defamers of their Rulers and 
plotters or treason against their Government; and in the 
case of those who plead guilty, it would seem that they 
ought to be delivered up to the Chinese officials for pun- 


ishment. But in the case before us we have the agreement 
made by the local officials, which ought to be given proper 
consideration, for it is possible that the knowledge of this 


agreement had great weight with the accused in influencing 
them to make their plea of guilty, and without it ade 
might not have so plead. 

It ought also to be borne in mind that unless we 
assist the Chinese in preserving order and making their 
Government strong, so that mobs, revolutions, and massacres 
will nd occur, foreigners are likely, in most cases, to be 
the greatest sufferers. The whole question, therefore, is 
one which must be most ‘éarefully considered in all its 
bearings. 

As soon as the Diplomatic Corps comes to any conclu- 
sion in the consideration of your telegram sent as Senior 
Consul, I will communicate with you again. 

1 , Str, 


Tour 0 t servant, 
{ ) B. H. Conger. 
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Consulate-General of the United States, 
‘Shanghai, July 25th, 1903. 


Hon. B. H. Conger, 
.. K. ., v. 8. A., 
Peking. 
Sir: : 

Continuing my Nos. 506 and 511 with regard to the 
"sedition cases," on July 20th the Taotai of Shanghai came 
to me with a letter conveying @ telegram from the Viceroy 
at Nanking which strongly censured the Taotai for having 
entered into the agreement with the Consuls and threatened 
him with degradation and removal from office unless he should 
at once get the six men and send them to Soochow for punish- 
ment. I asked the Tactai to come to a meeting of the Con- 
suls the next day so that all the Consuls would understand 
the situation. 

On July Ast the Tactai met with the Consular Body 
and said that the case had developed against the six men in 
a different way than had been expected; that he had made an 
agreement with us supposing that the men were only connected 
with the "SuPao;" that the preliminary examination devel- 
oped three cases. 

1. Two men were charged with writing, publishing, 
and circulating certain specified books advocating armed 
revolution against the present dynasty and the wholesale 
massacre of the Manchus. To this they pleaded guilty in the 
most defiant manner. 

2. One man is charged with complicity in a conspir- 
acy to burn Hankow and start a revolution in the fall of 
1900. A Warrant has been out continually against him since 
that time, but this is the first time that he has been 


— 8 
9 8 
5 | 2 
> * 
* 

0 ‘ 

~ — 

* J 5 - 8 * 


Tee. ok 8 3 on 91 wat axed? on 3 


r gas 


None A oF teanoD . a8 


‘eotase 56 ü 
0% en Nepal io Carpe. 

Lateced nisi Candia 
ee. Ain tne 115 
Winds. er 211 

eit o Dugen Kut te BAR 808" 3 
e kat 1 ker e Ads YEU ne ens 00 1 bee“ 
yorsolV ent Mort ele & guivevioo' +éeter! and tw ed 05 
Be tv at A0 laser edt" Bennenes KIS 70 Kotte yrtinst ts 
benetaeidt bra afvelkod OX? tlw srenbetna SHY og rt belegte 
Nona ef surft of Heyy Ievomey bite’ nottabetged Net min 
-iaiowg dot worde oF ind bret bie Nem kre 6 l veh b 
-109 of} 10 yirtseen” u oe Sn oF" tatobT ert! be wpa 1 en 
D ef} Tie Fatt ob yab sada etfvomive 
J GLAST Lee 4 hotdardt o e 
ybod tslyerod eft fete dem rade ef? POTS. vat, HO ! 1 
al nen xte edd ret u Sexo Teveb Bart dun ony vary Das bus 
ne ebam bed ef Fans ;betoegxe ‘feed Dat dane ur nente 2 
betoennos yino stew nem eft taht gnisdegbe Gy cietw nende 
-leveb go un foie “wn tnt Petey ote n Bi; opine” Say oy tw 
eee eer a> ego 
rs HT te Get Denn e % wen owl foot ovo! 
bets unitacovbe αj,õD, , beltfosya ννννο grtvalvetto line 
o Canes fo eit Bae NaN tdéectq “SY Seatage otto ver 
ede at xi tus Bebse kd Led ald or ee e 0 enen 
„Tenttam aa deb vn 

Ade nee a nf yslofiqhtd dtiw beg ade tf n SFO" 81S 
to TAT otf at doofes tovet s ee Sie eee eee ee 0. 
eonte mia tent age Vi Lu jndd ‘Fub’ ννe8ð . 4 00e 
need sad ord tact emt? 17 ed? at Bite e stadt 


ien Ine 0 a 
I (beapgid} 


d! 


. 8 Se 2 he a 4 


3. ee charged with being concerned with 
55 in the "Su Pac." 
re supposed to be subordinates in the office. The 
er and manager of the "Su Pao" escaped to Japan and, the 
ra otai 1, the Peking Government ie asking the Government 
at Tokio fer his ext radition, The Assistant Manager es- 
caped to Tisntac and the German ‘guthorities at that place 
are being asked to send him back. Two editorial writers 
have escaped to Japan. 
The Tactai said that the Peking Government had in- 
structed the Viceroy at Nanking to demand the immediate del- 
ivery of all these prisoners; but that he would be content 
if Wwe would deliver to him the two who have pleaded guilty 


in open Court; that they are Szechuan men who have come here 


to publish their revolutionary books in safety; that they 


are not journalists connected with the "Su Pac;" and that 


hence the agreement concerning the "Su Pao" does not apply 
to them. He asked that the established procedure be applied 
to their cases; and that, having had trial in open Court 
and having pleaded guilty, they be turned over to the Chin- 
ese authorities for punishment. 


We told the Taoctai that our hands were hardly free in | 
the matter as the Chinese Government had already applied t 
to some of the Ministers asking them to instruct their Con- | 
sular representatives here in the matter, and as unier that * 
demand some of the Ministers had called for reports. The | : 
Consuls who have sent reports should not take any action 
pending the instructions from their Ministers. 

We aurea with the Taotai that we would at once wire 
the Deyer of the Diplomatic Body as from the entire Consular 
Body, asking instructions. Accordingly, on July 22nd, I 
vines you in cipher as follows: 

“Tor Doyen of Ve Body. Six Chinese arrested 
is Manges Settlenente charged Sedition. Local Chinese 


‘2! 120 ints reed 41 N ox owe loa’ | 
de tu bemteonoo ut ed berate ene en ochun 0 
4, eA 
„ off we" ect at eefolits aidnavenn’. to not saotiduq edt 


off .eottoved?: at sesanthrodu® d beg omer? 
eit , bos gaga ot bedsese d n“ eis To e n brs c 


trem evop ee Inf at tnemmtevod gntietedt = tagost 
-ae tezanaM tnaseteed er .nol¢thantxevald 19% olde? te 
ecalq Lad ta ses toni asereD edt bus oatnelT of eds 


sietixw [atrotibe owl oed mid bnew of betes saied, gts 
te 1 fa 0 eet et e beggons ovad 

-ot ban rnuα,¶Gfa p ate ocd bee bs, ler er 
-Lob ets tbenmt ert baameb of Daun ta, None ext, bet 
tnedneo ed Duo en Jane ae eee eee tia, to, Wer! 
Klon bebe Id nad ow owt en d og tevtleb. biuow em 1 
nent sm0o evar orbe ae nauioese, ors, ue) i =iπEEi gad “+ 
Yes ade zee at a wrarottuLowey ,n datiduq o 
ta bom onA ve" oft, d heοοαννðον asatiansuol ag pts 
Lade tom we "oat we", eft anicieonno Jnemeams e. ga 
betiaqs ed eisbeso1g beretidatee ent dant? boise aH 0g. od 
uod meqo at IS had gained ,tett pie eeuap Iteds 0: 
-nic) ent of evo beni ed “ods tiling pobactq agtvad u 
etmomiataug 10} sett tyadsye 08° 

at elt Ibu enen aba suo ads, tasjoat od? blot oW. 
beilqqs voastils bad. snemnievod onentdd ed) 08 10s 1am on! 
-710D ed towitent of med? Satis eat eng 70 2 mos 05 
tadtoteho da bas 1e f tan ant A eyed eee eee ende tatve 
OH neden 0 l be ee bad seat edi Je ee NN 
no yrs n sen, bivuoda,ss10ges toes gad od w-eigeno” 
een ee, moti, apotsoussems edt ä 

eitw eono te blow ew tad? tasosT eft .dsiv bee tas, oF... 
a ano extine e m ee bod, sst. ae to, meyod en! 
I „ass (LUE. de CIBA op an t ,t patter, D 
eee e sedate, e a 

besass essen mbes e een 2 gew r 

esenti) Ta -motrtbes bi 0 


nied treasonable conspiracy at Hankow in 1900; three deny 


responsibility seditious articles dn Supac. Viceroy Nanking 


repudiates agreement and demands delivery two who plead 
guilty to Governor of Soochow for punishment; others to 

have preliminary trial here and final decision later. Con- 
sular Body asks telegraphic instructions. American Consul 
has sent written reports to U. 8. Minister." 

Thereafter the story of the demand of the Chinese 
leaked out and the Shanghai Times and China Gasette were 
exceedingly violent in their comments, even advocating res- 
istance if the Diplomatic Body should decide to deliver 
the men to the Chinese. The Mercury and News and Press 
advise moderation. The Municipal Council has sent a tele- 
gram to the Doyen which you have undoubtedly seen. 

The Japanese Consul General just came in to say that 
he had received a telegram from his Minister to the effect 
that there was a discrepancy between his accounts and mine 
in that the Japanese said that the Tactai made the agree- 
ment with the Consular Body, while I said that he made it 
with the British, Japanese, and American Consuls General. 

I told him that it seemed to me that my despatch would be 
understood that the Tactat made the agreement with the Con- 
sul er Body through the three named. 3 

The German Consul General called last evening to say 
that his Ministerhad wired him to see meand to telegraph our 
joint openian as do what should be done by the Diplomatic 
Body. I told Dr. Boye that I would not be willing to say 
any more, without a direct request fran you, than that the 
a. to the Chinese will mean a big 
w wit! n and that the neee could 
E a would be * results to 
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“Tt ie hinted adout the streets that the prisoners will 
escape should the Diplomatic Body decide that they should 
de handed over. 
I must say confidentially that I can see no valid 
reason why the two who have pleaded guilty should not be 
handed over to the Chinese Government; neither can I see 
any valid reason why the man who is accused of conspirasy 
in Hankow should not be handed over if a prime facie case 

is made against him. I do not find anything either in the 
treaties or the regulations whereby the Shanghai Municipal- 
ity has any jurisdiction over anybody. The Chinese are 
amenable to their laws and their Courts exactly as Americans 


are amenable to our laws and our Gourts. 

In 1898 we(Consuls)arbitrarily established the rule, 
to protect the reformers, that any one arrested in the 
Settlement should have a hearing in the Mixed Court before 
they were sent outside. Up to that time the warrant of the 
City Magistrate had been effective to the Settlements and 
men Wanted by him had been taken into the old city on his 
Warrant and without any trial in the Mixed Court. You will 


recollect that a year ago the Council tried to maintain 
that this also applied to men wanted by the French Mixed 
Court, to which contention the Consular Body and the Diplom- 
atic Body did not agree. The two "book" men are not even 
Shanghai men but came here from Szechuan to publish and 
circulate their revolutionary books. They are exceedingly 
defiant. When one of them was asked in the Court in what 
year of Kwang-hsu he was born, he replied that he was born 
in such and such a year after the birth of Confucius; that 
he would not recognize the alien dynasty even to the extent 
of using its years to count time. The books in question 
ease armed revolution and the murder of the Manchus 
pplied t _ pot 198 terms to the Emperor. 
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ood may De taken by you as instructions from thie Lecation, 

: aise acknowledge receipt of your Ne, $13, of July 
26th, with Ste full and complete information upon the same 
eubjeot, end T agree with the copiniens therein set forth. 

I és ne new whether or net the Doyen of the Diplemu- 
atte Corpse hes wired you that the Corpe is net ent 17 ely 
agreed upon the question, but % it can never take my 
ecties, emeept with antire weanimity, ne foint inetructions 
"iii De eent te the Coneulker Corps. Ip fact, in may opin-~- 
tom, the Diplomatic Cerps has 0 autherity, at am time, 
to imetruct the Consular Body. Inetructions must come sep- 
rately from eagh Minister to his cn. In this case «il 
are subsetentially agreed thet these pleading guilty shoukd 
„ Jane the Britdsh charge 4 Ar aAres who 
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. Conger to Mr. Goodnow. 

eee of America, 

Poking, ‘duly Bist, 1903. 


Joma .— , 
b. 


I Senf ira overleaf my telegram of the 3th instant 


concerning the se-calleé sedition cases, which was a ro- 


petition of one just received from the Department of State, 


and may de taken by you as instructions from this Legation. 
T alec acknowledge receipt of your No, 613, of July 
26th, with ite full = complete information upon the sane 
subject, ent 1 ieee therein set forth. 
I 4% n@ know whether or net the Doyen of the Diplon- 
atie Corps has wired you that the Corps is not entirely 
// . o SY Oe Eener tale Op 
action, — with entire unanimity, ne joint instructions 
will De Sent te the Consular Corpe. In fact, in my opin- 
len, the Diplomatic Corpse has no authority, at any time, 
to imetruet the Consular Bedy. Instructions must come sep- 
crately from cash Winister to his 4. Tn this cage alk 
— — shoes pleating guilty shou 
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I apprehend you are aware of the telegraphic protest 
sent the Diplomatic Corpse by the Municipal Council against 


the surrender of the prisoners. It may interest you to 


know thet all the Representatives of the Foreign Powers 


here agree in the opinion that the question is one in which 
the Munieipel Council ean have no right nor eceasion to in- 
ter fers. 

It has deen my opinion expressed to my Colleagues 
that if possible we should upholé the Consular Body in the 
agreement made by £4, but I understand that because of re- 
cent developments all the Consuls are now of the opinion 


that those pleading guilty, or having been convicted, should | . 


be surrendereé. Am Tt right? 


If, therefore, the Chinese insist upen these pleading 


guilty, or found so wen fair trial, being surrendered to 
r tho bent peesttae 
guaranteed arrangement as to their punishment; 3 using 
your good offices to eveld carrying out the extreme penalty 


of Chinese lev, whieh authorises torture of the most 
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Chinese law. 


(Signed) Conger 
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Subject: Returning signed indemnity vouchers. Return- 
ing payment and unsigned vouchers of two claimant’ 


who cannot be traced. 


(Referring to No. 1322 of June 11, 1905.) 


: N es 
Deren of Bate, We . ©. 
Deer Mr. Morrison: 
Tous of October 25rd, returning draft for $512.42, . .. 
dated August lst, 1903, on account of erroneous endorsement, 


is received, 
I, therefore, as requested substitute 4 new draft 
endorsed “payable to the Secretary of State", as you request, 
I regret the mistake and trouble It has caused you, . 
My only excuse is that I was following the usual rule among 
bankers where the draft is sent to the drawee, 
Very sincerely yours, 


OLE 22 ge , 


Enclosure as above. 
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LEGATION OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA, 
PEKIN, CHINA. 


a July sist, 1903. 
10 the Henorable 
John Hay, 
Secretary of State, 


Washingten, D. C. 


Referring te Ne. 1322 ef June llth, I have the hener 


te return signed indemnity vouchers as fellews: 


lst and 2nd payments ef 25% 


Jaceb F. Peat, 2 le | jet | 


Henry Olin Cady. 
These 1 are new completed and the vouchers sent 
back. 
Chinese servants ef American citizens 
Eupleyees ef 


. A. P. Martin; 


Chi Wu, 


7. 4 Qu 


5 Her, 
Gilbert Reid; 


Estate of Liu Chih Wen 
I have alse the heuer te return te the departmet 
the veuchers for the paynent ef indemities awarded te 


Chih 


ae 
N. * 


<a 


onen Shan Chiae and K'ang Yueh t Ang, Chinese formerly 


in the empley of the Rev. H. v. Houlding of the South 
Chih’ Mission. 

These veuchers Were sent te Mr. Heulding, and were 
returned with a nete frem his Secretary, a cepy ef which 
is enclosed, saying that he knows nothing about the claims. 

On receipt ef this I wrete te Consul General Ragsdale, 
ene ef the Cemmnissieners, asking him by whem the claim 
had been presented, and, in reply, he assured me that t he 
awards were made at the request ef, and en the testimeny 
effered by Mr. Heulding himself. 

The money for the payment ef the indemnities te Chi- 
nese servants was sent in the ferm ef a warrant fer 
$17,669.60, the tetal ameunt awarded, (Department Instruct- 
jen Ne. 627, February 20, 1903). I censequently have the 
hener te return herewith a draft fer $312.42, the ameunt 
ef the toe veuchers in questien. 

I have still en hand feur vouchers fer servants ef 
Dr. V. A. P. Martin, whe may yet be feund. 


I have the honor te be, 
Sir, 
Yeur ebedient servant, 


— 9 ee 


3. 3 ., May Sth 1903 
3. Draft fer $228.42. : ae 
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August ist, 1903. 


Secretary of State. 


Subject: Consul Miller's valuable trade report for New- 


chwang and Manchuria for the first six months of 


the present year. 


LEGATION OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA, 
PEKIN, CHINA. 


8 August lst, 1903. 


To tne Honorable 
John Hay, 
Secretary of State, 
Washington, D. C. 
sir: 

Without repeating ,or encumbering the records with, 
what Consul Miller has so well said in his interesting and 
exhaustive half-yearly trade report just made to the Depart- 
ment for the first six months of 1905, I respectfully call 

' 
your attention thereto. 


His constant and overwhelming Russian enviromment may 


unconsciously impel toward an over-statement of the present 


situation, but the general trend is exactly as he sess and 


* 


states it. 


I have the honor to be, 


Sir, 


Your obedient servant, 


Mr. Conger to the 
Secretary of State. 14 


Subject: The New Commercial Treaty between Great Britain 


and China. Ratifications formally exchanged. 


LEGATION OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA, 
PEKIN, CHINA. 


August lst, 1903, 


ro the Honorable 


John Hay, 


Secretary of State, 
Washington, D. 0. 
sir: 

I have the honor to inform you that the ratifications 
of the new commercial treaty between Great Britain and 
China, signed at Shanghai on September 5th, 1902, were 
formally exchanged here on the 28th ultimo. 

I have the honor to be, 
Sir, 


Your obedient servant, 


CMC ore y 
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Held conference with the Prince to-day 
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subjeet Of your telegram of the 27th. He promises 


‘o reply very soon. 
CONGER. 


phered by ene Office, August 3, 1903. 10 o'clock. 
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BATION OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA, 
PEKIN, CHINA. 


August 4th, 1903. 


Secretary of State. 


Subject: The recall of Mr. Wu Ting-fang. The letter frou 
the President of the United States to the Emperor 


of China, delivered through the medium of the 


Foreign Office. 


Acknowledging Department Instruction No. 687 of 


June 18th, 1903. 


LEGATION OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA, 
PEKIN, CHINA. 


August 4th, 1903. 


: 


To the Honorable 


John Hay, 


Secretary of State, 


Washington, D. C. 


I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of Depart- 
ment Instruction No. 687, of June 18th, transmitting a 
letter from the President to the Emperor of China in reply 


to one from His Majesty, announcing the recall of Mr. Wu 


T'ing-fang. 

The Sebi copy accompanying the letter has been 
sent to the Foreign Office as directed, and in reply it has 
deen intimated to this Legation that it was the desire of 
His Majesty that the letter from the President should also 
be delivered through the medium of the Foreign Office. 


I have the honor to report that this has bem done, 


and to be, 


Your obedient servant : 


5 
eretar) of State, 
Washington. 


Seventh. Revolutionary conspirator Chin 
ecretly tried and beaten to death here by order of the 
press Dowager, consequently I shall demand guarantees 

inst like treatment before consenting the surrender 
anghai prisoners. 


CONGER. 


phered by C.C*s Office, August 7, 1903. 10 o'clock. a. m. 
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| sep 16 1903 


| BUREAU. | 
Ir. Conger to the . * 


* dt 
Secretary of State. 


Subject: The execution of Shen Chin as a revolutionary 
conspirator. Prisoner beaten to death for 
participation in a plot in 1900. Alleged to 
have confessed, but all proceedings were had in 
3 Bearing of this on the Shanghai Sedi- 
tion cases. Mr. Williams’ investigation of 
the case.. Sovertment distruet of Chinese 


Confirming Legation telegrag of this date. 


Ledro OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA, 
PEKIN, CHINA. 


: | August 7th, 1903, 


To the Honorable 


John Hay, 


Secretary of State, 


Washington, D. C. 


I confirm overleaf my telegram of to-day. 


‘This telegram should have been sent several days ago, 


but I have been waiting to more definitely ascertain the 


facts in the case. 


As intimately related to the so-called Shanghai sedi- 


tion cases, and in a way complicating the situation in re- 
gard to them, I regret to report that recently a reformer 
by the name of Shen Chim was arrested here, and on the 
ist ultimo was secretly tried by the Board of Punishments 
and condemned to death. Instead, however, of waiting for 
beheading in the usual way, he was at once, by direct order 
of the Eupress Dowager, it is said, beaten to death. 

The Chinese Officials tell me that he confessed to 


being one of the conspirators in the plot to set fire to 


the City of Hankow in 1900,and to murder the Magistrate and 


other 


a 


Officials in that city and Wuchang, and that he con- 
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fessed, further, that he was engaged in a much larger plot, 


L 


vig: to destroy the entire Manchu Dynasty. How much truth 
there is in this, or by what brutal means the confession, 
if made, was extorted, cannot be definitely known, as both 
trial and punishment were had in secret. 

It seems very stupid of the Chinese Government to 
have resorted to this secret trial and most brutal and bar- 
parous treatment; just at a time when they are asking to 
have ae like prisoners turned over to them for punish- 
ment. It will, at least, justify us in holding the Shanghai 
prisoners until ample and unequivocal guaranttes be furn- 
ished that they shall not receive similar punisimernt. 1 
have so instructed General Goodnow by telegram, a copy of 
which I enclose, 

By diligent investigation and enquiry in the numerous 
Chinese channels open to him, our Chinese Secretary, Mr. 
Williams, has secured what may safely be relied upon as the 
substantial facts in the case, and has embodied it ina 


memorandum which I enclose herewith, 


This man, as will be seen in the history given of him 


by Mr. Williams, was educated in Japan, and was, at the 
time of his death, the correspondent of a Japanese news- 


paper. 


- 
1 
21 


une, 
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Many students returning from school in Japan are sué- 


: 


- 
pected of enmity to the present Government, and there seems 


to be a very great uneasiness on the part of the latter con- 
* the iat of these men and — associates; hence 
the savage treatment of this poor fellow, and the desire 
to — 4 possession of 5 8 in Shanghai. 

I 3 the honor to be, 


Sir, 


Your obedient servant, 


Enclosure: 


1. Memorandum of Mr. Williams, as above. 
2. Mr. Conger to Mr. Goodnow, (Tel) Aug. 7th, 1903. 


Telegram sent (Cipher) 
. T8987 
Peking, August 7th, 1903. 


= ¢ i=? . 1 
7 . 


8e os tate, 
Washington. 


Seventh. Revolutionary conspirator, Shen Chin, se- 


cretly tried and beaten to death here by order of the N- 


AvBe 3:3 


press Dowager. Consequently I shall demand guaranties 


against like treatment before consenting to surrender 


Shanghai prisoners. 


(Signed) Conger. 


Bnd osurelio Hg kn Despateh wo. 963 
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THE EXECUTION OF SHEN CHIN. 
eeeeeeeeveee eee 

Shén Chin, Alias nen Yi-ch'i, and men K'e-hsien,a member ef a 
revolutionary party, was executed with unusual barbarity and by 
an illegal methed en Friday, July 31, 1903, within the yamen of 
the Beara ef Punishments in Peking. The fellewing acceunt ef the 
affair is cempiled frem varieus seurces; reperts ef Chinese f- 
fielals, clerks ef the Beard ef Punishments, a friend ef the 
prisener, and published descriptiens ef the trial in the native 
news-papers. 

Win Yi-ch'i was the preper name ef the man. He was an ef- 
fielal, having the rank ef a District Magistrate. His age thirty 
ene In 1898, when the erer ef China wnder the guidance ef 
Klang Yé-wei and ethers was prejecting all manner ef referms 
and areusing the wrath ef the censervatives, His Exeellency, 
Chang Chih-tung, Vicerey at Wu-ch'ang, was ene ef his mest en- 
thusiastic supperters, and published a beek, edvecating the in- 
treductien ef Western metheds ef educatien. min Yfl-ch'i was a 
deveted disciple ef the Vicerey and empleyed in his yamen as a 
Secretary. After the ceup d'état ef Sept. 1898, by whieh tre 


Apres Dewager recevered centrel ef the Gevernment, Shén in 


cempany with many ef the yeunger efficials, whe sympathized with 


the views ef K'ang Yé-wei, rushed recklessly inte a revelutien- 
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2 
( Resoution er Shen Chin) 


A ore seciety was fermed called the China Independence Asse- 


eiatien, and @ considerable sum ef money was raised by subdseri;- 


Pts ; | 
tiens frém all classes, in return fer which bends were issued dy 
’ 


the Seciety. With these funds it ms intended te raise and - 
quip am army. Nething ef any censequence was dene hewever until 


after the relief ef the Legatiens in 1900, men, the Ceurt having 


fled te Hei-an, the time seamed suitable fer a rising im behalf 
ef the depesed Eaperer, Kuanghsf. A plet was fermed fer the cap 


ture ef Hankew and Wu-ch'ang and the previnecial and Viceregal 
gevernments lecated there. This plet was nipped in the bud by 


the Vicerey, Chang Chih-tung, and with his cennivance wild re- 


ports were circulated ef the discevery ef an intentien en the 


part ef the revelutienists te burn Hankew and massxcre the effi- 


cials. These reperts turned public sympathy away fre the meve- 
neut, but the captured preclamatiens ef the Seciety itself,which 


were just ready fer issue, shewed quite a different purpese, 
that ig te maintain the independence ef China, restere the Em 


perer te pewer, and establish a civilized gevernment. On the 18 
of August, 1900, hewever, seme thirty members ef the Seciety 
were arrested in Hankew, ef whem IS were summarily decapitated. 
Shén fled te Japan, where he remained until 1901, im which year 
he came te Tientsin, where in cempany with seme Japanese he es- 
tablished a daily newe-paper. At the same time he aeted as spe- 
cial cerrespendent fer an Osaka paper. Last year in erder te 
serve these jeurnals mere effectually he remeved te Peking. As 
& member ef the revelutienary party he was knemm as Shén K'e- 
. on than by his true name, and em his returm te China 
—— Terex While in Peking it is said that he 
ee or e eee votes ne and Russia 
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wie kr a seri gies 


( Execution ef Shen chin) 

eta with reference te Manchuria. Having effered te buy the in- 
fermatien frem ene ef the yamen clerks, and having failed, he 
finally secured it frem anether seurce, when the first clerk ro- 
turned with the same facts mich were ne lenger wanted. This 
clerk, disappeinted in his hepe ef gain demanded $400 under 
threats that he weuld de him harm. The pre-Russian party ef the 
Gevermment was alse incensed by his publicatien ef their aims, 
and eager te injure him. There were net a few in Peking, seme of 
them in high pesitiens, whe knew his past histery. One whe had 
ebtained an inkling ef the facts was a certain neterieus Manchu 
efficial, Ch'ing-K'uan whe was and is cenmected with the Depart 
nent ef the Imperial Heuseheld. A few years age he became invel- 
ved with the infameus Liu Shu-hsin in seme scandaleus transac- 


tiens, eng ether things was preved guilty ef embezzling ge- 


ernment funds te an enermeus aneunt and was eashiered. Ch'ing- 
kiuam was trying te recever his efficial status and saw his ep- 
pertunity. Being an intimate friend ef the Chief Eunuch, Ii Lien- 
ying, he censulted with him, and altheugh having ne right ef 
audience, he secured a private hearing ef H.I.M. the Bupress 
Dewager and reperted that a friend ef Kang Yé-wei and a member 
ef his revelutienary seciety was in Peking and that he eeuld ar 


rest him, if Her Majesty weuld autherize him te de se. Such ar- 


rest eught te have been made by Prince Su, whe is at the head 


ef the Pelice Department ef the Capital, and te ignere him and 
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| Execution ef Shen Chin ) 
the werk te a disgraced efficial, whe had ne cennectien with the 
7. 14% Department was a mest unusual preceeding, yet this is 
what Her Majesty did, fellewing the advice ef Her faverite eu- 
nuch. auen was surrounded with spies and when the net was ready 
it a threw and he was taken. His friends, Wang Wen- ahne, 
Prines Su and ethers, tried te save him. They steutly maintained 
J 
that hein Chin was net min K'e-hsien, wanted en the charge ef 
censpiracy. min himself at first denied any acquaintance with 
Shén K'e-hsien, but when he was cenfrented with the spies he 
saw that the game was up and effered te make a cenfessien,. Pre- 
vieus te this hewever, a special cemmissien was appeinted te try 
the case. It was cempesed ef seven members ef the staff ef the 
Beard ef Punishments. Of these seven it is said that three were 
friends ef min and weuld have saved him, if they . Among 
these whe insisted en his identity with the censpirater was 
Chang Chih-tumg whe is in Peking 7 present, and whe, altheugh 
he did net ge te the yamen, used his influence against him. The 
cenfessien was a written ene and is said te be a very leng dec- 
ument. What it centains is net surely knewn except te the effi- 
als whe read it.The "Chi Pae" a mative news-paper ef Tientsiz, 
declares that he cenfessed that his purpese in ceming te Peking 


was te assassinate the Buperer, but this prebably a mere guess. 


The same paper says that it was the eriginal intention ef the 


Beard te make a thereugh inquiry inte his accemplices, but that 
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(Neentlen ef Shen Chin ) 


It was @bandened when it was discevered that a large number ef 
effieiale beth in Peking and the previnces weuld be implicated. 
This see seems highly imprebable. After he had made his cenfes- 
sien there remained nothing fer the Cemiissien te de but te ree 
ask ler sentence 
pert. and). Ascerding te law he ceuld be sentenced te decapita- 
tien er perpetual exile. The Beard veted fer death dy decapite- 
tien and memerialized accerdingcly. It is a custem ef China that 
ne executiens be allewed te take place during the deg days, and 
as His Majesty's birthday is te be celebrated in a few days there 
was additienal reasen fer pestpening the executien. But when 
Her Majesty saw the memerial she erdered by Edict that he sheulé 
be put te death at ence and that by an unusual precess, that is 
that he sheuld be beaten te death with the banbee. This is a 
punishment unknewn te Chinese law. It is indeed inflicted at 
times in the palace upen eunuchs, but they are slaves and have 
ne recegnized rights. This is said te be the first instance ef 
such inflietien upen a free man. On the night befere his death 
the prisener, thinking that he was te be taken the next merning 
te the exeeutien greund where his friends ef I898 had been put 


death, wrote the fellewing verses;- 


"With elanking chains frem prisen I ge 


By the Shumehin Gate my life I lay dew, 
There en the spet where dear friends shed their bleed, 


Leyal and wise, fameus sens ef Hukuang. 
i hy 2 


gk: they struggle, the Russ and the Jap, 


- : 
} 2 . * * 5 2 — 1 1 
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“Hew bitter the theught ef partitien at hana! 
Deny it ye Rulers? Beheld then the maps. 


"Ye men ef the press threugheut the wide werld: 


, The tale ef mp injuries fail net te tell; 
The secret agreement I dared te make knewn, 
And thus I am punished by ching and Chung-lang. 


"But thirty and ene ‘are the years ef my life; 

‘Hew werthless the little brief fame I have wen! 
Henceferth I shall heed net, come jey er come wee; 
The cheirs ef Heaven my spirit shall seethe." 


But Shén was net taken te the execution grewnd where his cen- 
rades had fallen. Theugh there are ne arrangements fer execu- 
ting eriminals in the yamen ef the Beard ef punisiments, a ar- 
penter was sent fer and erdered te prepare a steut bambee club; 
Shén was breught out and stretched upen the greund face dewn- 
wards. He made ne resistance. But the club was net heavy eneuch 
In the palace they have them leaded with lead and death is easi- 
ly inflicted. In this ease the blews fell fer three er feur heurs ) 
and the prisener's bee was but a mass ef crushed and bleeding 
flesh. Still he did net die. He tried by helding his nestrils 

te emether himself, but in vain. Strangulatien was suggested, 
but there were witnesses and the sentence was that he sheuld be 
beaten te death. In the end, it is said, his executieners stran- 
led him with their fingers, but this can net be epenly adnit- 


ted fer ebvieus reasens. Whether true er net the merey ef his 


executioners can net be credited te the auther ef the sentence. 


— 
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relegren sent (Cipher) 

Re ‘ 2 Peking, August 7th, 1903, 
coodndw, Shanghat. 

In view of the barbarous execution here, Shanghai . 
priepners should not be surrendered without ample guaran- 
ties 8 Similar punishment. 


(Signed) Conger. 
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Toro OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA, 


August 8th, 1903. 


Mr. Conger to the 


Secretary of State. 


Subject: The New Legation Buildings. 
Probable disbursement of $15,000 Mexican during 
the next month. Giving notice of a draft of 
thié date for $6,844.50 gold which exactly covers 


this amount. 


- LEGATION OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA, 
Ln N 


August Sth, 190 3. 


To the Honorable 
John Hay, 
Secretary of State, 
Washington, D. C. 
sir: 

Mr. Nealy informs me that during the next thirty dees 
there will be required four payments on contracts for 
labor and materials, in various amunts, in connection 
with the new Legation buildings, the total of about 
$15,000 Mexiean. 

T have, therefore, to-day drawn a draft on you for 
$6,844.50 gold, for which the Hongkong 4 Shanghai Bank 
have placed to credit of a spécial account $15)000 Mexican. 
I shall check out the .very.. same dollars in making the 
payments on the new buildings, and thus avoid any possible 
question with the Auditor concerning exchange or rates at 
which they are expended. . 

I enclose the Banker's certificate as to sale of the 
draft, and will accompany my account, when made, with a 


duplicate. 
I have the honor to be, Sir, 


Your obedient servant, 


(= 
— 


‘LEGATION OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA, 
* PEKIN CHINA 


August 12th, 1903. 


Secretary of State. 


Subject: The New Legation Buildings. 


Correcting a clerical error in Legat 10% despatch 


No. 1364 of August 8th, 1903. 


-LEGATION OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA, 
PEKIN, CHINA. 


~~ 
EE Te 25 August 12th, 1903. 


To ithe Honorable 


John Hay, 
Secretary of State, 
Washington, D. Cc. 
sir: 

I regret that in my despatch No. 1564, a clerical 
error occurs in the second line. The word "four" therein 
should read for.“ 

I have the honor to be, 
Sir, 


Your obedient servant, 
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OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA, 
PEKIN, CHINA. BUREAU, | 


August 12th, 1905. 


Mr. Conger to the 


Secretary of State. 


Native Interpreters in the Consulates. 

Their unreliability. The students will be 

able to fill their places later. Recommendation 
tat an American be engaged for the Lonsulat e 


General at Tientsin. 


) LEGATION OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA, 
PEKIN, CHINA. 


August 12th, 1903. 
To the Honorable 
John Hay, 
Secretary of State, 


Washington, D. C. 


I have the honor to enclose herewith copy of a des- 
patch, with enclosures, from Consul General Ragedale, show- 
ing the absolute unreliability of Chinese Interpreters and 
the necessity of employment, wherever it is possible, of 
American Interpreters. 

You will observe from the enclosures that Mr. Rags- 
dale's Interpreter furnished to Mr. Gammon while Vice Consul 
in Charge at Tientsin, a Chinese translation to accompany 
his note to the Tactai, which contained an entirely differ- 
ent statement of facts from that set forth in Mr. Gammon's 
letter. 

In about eighteen months I hope we shall be able to 
Supply some of these places from the corps of Students now 
here, but in the meantime it is very important that the 


Consul General at Tientsin should have a competent and re- 


liable Interpreter. I therefore recommend that mr. 
Ragsdale 


1 


8 


At 5 * 
n 


FY oe 


* 


Ragsdale be instructed to reemploy Mr. Maclay as Interpret- 


er at salary of $1500.00 per annum. 


I have the honor to be, 


1 


Sir, 


Your obedient servant, 


Enclosures: 
1. Mr. Ragsdale to Mr. Conger, August 7th, 1905. 
2. Mr. Gemmon to the Tactai, March llth, 19035. 
Dr. Tenney's translation. 
Chinese copy of Mr. Gammon's letter. 
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Mr. Ragsdale to Mr. Conger. 


United States Consulate General, 
Tientsin, China, August 7th, 1903. 
Hon. B. H. Conger, 
United States Minister, 
Peking. 
Sir: 

I have the honor to enclose herewith copy of a letter 
sent to the Vicerdy, with reference to the arrest of Rev. 

H. P. Perkins, which embodies a part of the wording in your 
despatch dated July 29th. Up to this time no reply has been 
received. In the interim, however, I have been going 
through the work of my Chinese Interpreter, and herewith en- 
close copy of Mr. Gammon's letter to the Taotai, in English, 
and the Interpreter's Chinese letter(translation)which ac- 
companied it. The latter I have had trmsilated by Mr. Ten- 
ney, copy of which is also enclosed, and I think you will 
agree with me that the Viceroy did not go so far out of the 
way as we first thought. The Taotai sent to the Viceroy on- 
ly the copy of the Chinese letter, and his action was in 
accordance therewith, and no doubt the reply will be diff- 
erent from what we might have otherwise expected. 

This is one more proof of the utter unreliability of a 
Chinese Interpreter. The man was educated in the United 
States, was at one time a Secretary in the Chinese Legation 
at Washington, and later held a like position at Madrid. 

He is a good French scholar, and fully as intelligent as 
most of those who were educated in the United States. He 
was also Interpreter under Fowler at Ningpo. To change 

him for another Chinese would probably be more unsatisfact- 
ory still. I am unable to find a competent foreigner for 
the salary allowed: viz; $1,000 per annum. When I | 
salary was $1500, but was cut down. it was for this 
on that Mr. Maclay left the service. I have twice asked the 
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mt to restore the totmer Salary, but to no good end. 
In the meant ime the Department has raised the Interpreter's 
salary at Chefoo from $1000 to $1200. I am at a loss to 
know what to do in the premises, and respectfully ask for 
your good recommendation. Would it be possible to secure 
one of the Students now at Peking, or is there one there 


competent for the place? 
I am enclosing also a Chinese copy of the Taotai's 


letter to Mr. Gammon, but am unable to have it translated 


into English. 
I am, 
Sir, 
Your obedient servant, 
(Signed) James W. Ragsdale, 
Consul General. 


Enclosures as stated. 
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" Rnelosure ee In Despatch , 
ur. ‘Gammon to the rectal. 


Consular Gervise, U. 8. A., 
Tientsin, March llth, 1903. 


His Excellency, 
The Taotai, 
Tientsin. 


I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of yor 


Excellency's despatch with reference to the interference of 


a supposed native Christian preacher in the matter of the 


arrest and imprisonment of a former Boxer at Jen C'hu Hsien, 


and to inform Your Excellency that the matter will receive 


my immediate attention. 
It is not to be supposed that this preacher was act- 


ing on the authority of any foreign missionary, as it is 
not the desire or intention of Americans to interfere in 
cases of this nature. The Magistrate of Jen C'hu Hsien 
would, therefore, be justified in arresting and detaining 
the so-called preacher until the matter has been fully in- 
vestigated? 
Enquiry will be made at Paoting-Fu as to the position 
of Chen Heng Jui and with what authority he is acting. 
I have the honor to be, 
Sir, 
Your obedient servant, 
(Signed) Charles F. Gammon, 
U. S. Vice Consul in Charge. 
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2 ‘tations ee In 3 v0 366 
wüst ies of Chinese letter by Mr. c. D. Tenney. 
5 I respectfully reply that I have received your letter 
in which it is stated that the Magistrate of Jen-ch'in has 
arrested two Boxers named Cheng San Chiang and Wang seu, 
and that Fien Uie~fing with a missionary's visiting card, 


and Ch'in Heng-jui have come to the Yamen asking an inter- 
view, their meaning being to make Jesus (Christianity) A 


HARBOR OF REFUGE WHERE they can practice their frauds. 

I reply that American missionaries cannot commit 
irregularities of this sort. I ask you to instruct the 
Magistrate concerned to send his runners to arrest Ch'in 
Heng-jui and the others. I will write ordering the Paoting- 
Fu missionaries to investigate the matter and make a re- 
port, and will then act in accordance therewith. Meanwhile 
I address this letter to you, the Hon. Tactai, with best 


wishes, etc. 


N _ 


Card enclosed. 


2nd Moon, 18th Day. 
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PEKIN, CHINA. 


August 135th, 1905. 


Mr. Conger to the 


Secretary of State. 


The payment of the indemnity. 
Reply of the Foreign Office to the note present- 


ing the Table of Amortization prepared by the 


Government Actuary. 


Referring to despatch No. 1550 of July 20, 1903. 
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10. /3 67 | 
LEGATION OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA, 
| PEKIN, CHINA, 


August 15th, 1903. 
* 


To the Honorable 


John Hay, 
Secretary of State, 


Washington, D. C. 


Referring to Department instruction No. 677 of June 
ud and my reply No. 1550 of July 20th, I have the honor 
to transmit herewith a copy of the answer sent by the 
Foreign Office to my note enclosing a copy of the table 
of amortisation prepared by the Government Actuary and 
3 that Table II- Practical Table- be substituted 
for that forming Annex 3 to the Pinal Protocol. 

1 have the honor to be, 
Sir, 


Your obedient servant, 


Enclosure! 


Prince Ch*ing to Mr. Conger, 
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Foreign Office to Mr. Conger. 


Y. O. No. 526. 
; 

We have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of Your 
Excellency’s note, dated Kuanghsu Mu Year, Intercalary 
Fifth Moon, 27th day (July sist, 1903), saying that you had 
received a letter from the Secretary of the Treasury of your 
honorable country stating that the Government Actuary had 
corrected the Amortization Table contained in the XiItAnnex 
to the Protocol and had submitted the same in a report which 
he also forwarded with a request that it might be transmit- 
ted to us; and that you were instructed to request that 
table, No.2 ( Practical ) might be substituted for the 
said X111 Annex. 

Our Board has carefully examined the note amd comated 
the Tables sent with that in the XillAnnex. fhe calculatim 
(of the former) is more exact, but the differences are only 
in the odd fractions; the large numbers still agree. The 
original Table was long ago accepted by the various Powers 
as an Annex to the Final Protocol, published and acted upon, 
so that it does hot seem convenient to lightly change it. 
China must 67411 continue to make payments of the indemnity, 
principal and interest according to the original Table, and 
the Tables, 10. 1. and No. II. which you have sent can only 
de kept on Hrg. examination. 

As in duty bound, we send your Excellency this reply 
for your ex@aination Ind hope that you will transmit it to 


the Secretary of the Treasury of your honorable country, for 
which we shall be very grateful. | 


We avail ourselves of the opportunity to wish you the 
compliments of the day. 


Cards inclosed. 
Sixth Moon, 20th Day. (August 12th, 1905. 
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LEGATION OF THE UNITED STATES OF 
PEKIN, CHINA. 


Der Qua i ee 
6 SEP 20 1903 
BUREAU, 


wr. Conger to the 


Secretary of State. 


Mr. Wu T*ing-fang. The president's letter 


about him has been placed in the hands of tne 


Weror. 


Referring to Despatch No. 1362 of August 4, 1905. 


no. (369, 


LEGATION OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA, 
PEKIN, CHINA. 


August 18th, 1903. 


To the Honorable 
’ 


John Hay, 
Secretary of State, 


Washington, D. C. 


Referring to Department Instruction No. 687, of June 
18th, and Legation despatch No. 13562 of August 4th, I have 
the honor to report further that I have this day received a 
communication from the Foreign Office, informing me that 
the President's letter concerning Mr. Wu T'ing-fang has 
been placed 18 the hands of the Emperor. 

I have the honor to be, 
Sir, 


Your cpvedient servant, 


7 ‘Dir LUA iY 


TELEGRAM RECEIVED MN ICR 
itt “Ft RUREAT. 
Prom Peking, 


August 14, 1903. 


Recei 45 
N P “ASSISTANT SECRETARY, | 


cecretary of State, AUG 15 1903 


Washington. Fo 
“FOR REts 
= 
Fourteenth. 903, 


Your telegram of the 27th July. Official note from Prince 
Shing is just received, saying: 


"Your Excellency has several times communicated to me the 
desire of your Government to have provision made in the commer- 
cial treaty for opening Moukden and Tatungkai to foreign trade. 

e, the Prince and Ministers, of course can agree to this, but it 
will be necessary to wait until October eighth, the date on which 
Russia has agreed to completely withdraw the Russian troops now 
occupying Hane tur ia and to hand back the civil government. We, 
Prince and Ministers, promise on that day to insert in the treaty 
orovision for the opening by China of the said two ports, and 

that at the same time the completed treaty will be signed." 


ts"is satisfactory? 
CONGER 


icred by the chief Clerk's Office, 9.49 A. . 
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ITED STA OF AMERICA, 


M 
August 14th, 1908. 


Secretary of State. 


Subject: The opening of Treaty Ports in Manchuria. Inter- 
view with Prince Ch'ing. Statement to him of the 
attitude and demands of the United States. His 
answer putting forward the same objections as 
before. He suggests an exchange of notes in the 
nature of a secret Treaty. Declined. Final 
terms offered by the United States. Prince ch“ 
ing aske for time to consult. Last attempts at 
evasion and final compliance. Request for ap- 
proval of entire Treaty. 

Confirming Department Telegrams of July 25rd 


and 27th, and Legation replies of August Srd and 


4th. 
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LEGATION OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA, 
PEKIN, CHINA. 


August 14th, 1903. 


To the Hqnorable 


FOR RELS. 1903. 
John Hay, 


Secretary of State, 


Washington, D. C. 


I have the honor to confirm overleaf, recent tele- 
grams exchanged between the Department and thie Legation, on 
the subject of opening Treaty Ports in Manchuria. 

When I received your despatch of the Fase 
ning was occupied with important functions at the Summer 
Palace, but as soon as possible thereafter I arranged with 
him for a conference in which we went thoroughly over the 
whole question. I informed him that I had faithfully tele- 
graphed to my Government, as he had requested, all the reas- 
ons he had given me for finding it impracticable and imposs- 
ible to provide by Treaty, at the present time, for opening 
the Ports requested in Manchuria, and that my Government 
had categorically replied that it had carefully weighed 
every exouse offered, and could not accept them as satis-~- 
factory, but it must insist that provision be made for the 


opening of these Ports in the Treaty, and that I was in- 


structed 


gyelant ?eun 


3210 3. 9 


Leto tt 


structed to say to him that the insistence was based upon 
the following situation, to-wit: 
’ 


That China had the recognized right to open whatever 


Ports she pleased in her sovereign territory; that she had 


repegtedly asserted that the growth of Manchurian trade, 


and the development of international commerce demanded that 
the Portes should be opened; that she had often expressed 
her willingness to open them; that she had in two formal 
notes to me, substantially promised that provision for open- 
ing them should be made in the Treaty; that she had reit- 
erated to me that her only reason for not opening them was 
the objection or Russia; now my Government had , by serious 
and successful negotiations at Washington and St. Peters- 
burgh, secured from Russia a definite and positive declara- 
tion that, with the exception of Harbin, she had no objec- 
tions to the opening of the Ports mentioned. This declara- 
tion had been formally presented to the other great Powers; 
thus every objection to opening the Ports had been removed, 
no reasonable grounds for further refusal was left to China, 
and I was instructed, therefore, that I should insist upon 
China's fulfilling her promise, and that the Treaty would 
not be signed unless a provision for opening the Ports was 


made therein. 
; The 
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The Prince replied that he feared I had not fully ex- 
plained to my Government the unsurmountable difficulties in 
: 
their way; that Russia had not withdrawn her objection 
nor notified China of the declaration given to the other 
Powers, and that there was no possible doubt that if China 
did agree, before the evacuation, to open the Ports, Russia 
would never withdraw from Manchuria. He also said that if 
Ports were opened by Treaty with the United States, the 
other countries, which are yet to make commercial Treaties, 
would eae h demand the opening of other Ports in their Treat- 
ies, and he begged me to explain this again to my Govern- 
ment, and ask it to believe in China's promise to open then 
just as soon as Russia evacuated. 

I replied that this had already been thoroughly done; 
that my Government had fully considered the matter and come 
to a just but definite conclusion. It would be a sufficient 
answer to any further objection on the part of Russia simply 
to produce her declaration te all the world, and as to other 
Powers demanding Ports , if any were named in our Treaty, 
there was nothing in that,because she had already provided 
for opening five Ports in the British Treaty. 


He finally said he would agree that provision for 


opening the Ports might be arranged by an exchange of notes 


supplemental 
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supplemental to the Treaty, which would be in the nature 
of a secret Treaty, ete. I replied that my Government 

95 
would never consent to this; that it was not a matter of 
importance to the United States only, but an international 
one, in which the world was interested, and we could not 
consent to its being treated in any but a fair, open, and 
public manner. 

I then proposed as a compromise, in accordance with 
your telegraphic instruction of the 27th, that if he would 
write me a note, agreeing to sign, on October 6th, the day 
on which Russia has agreed to finally evacuate Manchuria, 
a Treaty with an article providing for opening Moukden and 
Ta-tung-kou,this would be satisfactory to my Government, 
and, in order to make it easier for China, we would let the 
matter rest until then. 

I fully explained to him that we would not insist 
upon the Ports being opened at once, but that a date might 


be named at such a convenient time after the ratification$ 


of our Treaty had been exchanged, as would permit China to 


reestablish her administration in the localities mentioned. 


He informed me then, that the Chinese Minister in 
Washington had % the same proposition:, but he 
had done so without understanding the essential conditions 


here 
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here, and it did not seem possible for the Chinese Govern- 


ment to agree to it. 
; 


He said he could not understand how the Government of 
the United States, which had proved such a great friend to 
China, should now insist upon her doing something so harn- 
ful to her best interests, and begged me again to ask my 
Government to accept her promise to open after evacuation, 
or to agree to the supplemental notes mentioned. I then 
informed him that there was no use for further conference, 
and that there was nothing left for me to do but to wire 
my Government that China persisted in refusing our very 
reasonable request, and, therefore, that all prospects of 
a completion of the Treaty were at an end. He then asked 
me to let him consult his Colleagues and the Court once 
more before I telegraphed, and said he would give me an 
answer very soon. 

Soon after this he wrote me a note, promising to sign 
a Treaty with the provision required, on October 8th, if 


at that time Russia had evacuated Manchuria; but if she 


had not, then further conference on the subject would be 


necessary. This was brought to me by His Excellency, Lien- 


fang, gj. whom I told that it could not, under any circum- 


stances, be accepted, and that unless a note could be 
written 


Gero s eft tot efdleeoqg aees fon S26 If baa .eten 


1 eo1pe OF Prem 

to tremmevol ef? won bnatetebey fen dies ed bias ef 
breelv? teen obs Devon bat dotdw ,eefat2 betta’ ots 
‘mad o@ Pra- eos mitob ted moquy talent won Biwota ,aakad 
fas oF tensa om benned bese ,@tastezat seed ted oF {yt 
nimo1g wa Jqgeous of InenmTrTevep 
tf ' „Ano nem aeton latnrermeiquys eh? of setae OF 15 
etestanoo teditww? tot e on aa sten’ Jai? ain Bbeavoeial 
etiw o ‘wd ob of em 101 iel ines e e1ecls Zane Baas 
wo matten al erat ted aniddD vais Inemmrtevou yw 
stoegeorqg Iisa tart ,etoteted? bas ,2eeupet eldanosact 
belles, mec? eX „tas ap ta en sener eat Te notzeiqmoo « 
tyyoD ett bas sessel od eld tivencoo ald fel of en’ 


vin 4 | bias bas ,benqseineles I stoles tos 


ta of nale lden ,efon 2 om efotw on SLAF BOFZA HOVE 


betlupet aotaivotg en? Aviw ysaory & 


. 
* 
— 
. 
N 
0 
7 


% th twd ;elwionall bevavosve bac asisevi emis fans 26 
ei biuow foetduse eit no onen Teisivt sed? ,fon ban 


neil ,yoneiieoxa eli yd em of Seywetd saw eiat esse 


: 


“motto yma tebau „en ue if Jam? Bho? I sodu as! 


N 


ed boo efor #» eselnw ane bas eden of ,eeonate 
fe a ibs : 


j nes? itw Cae, 


= eed 
— 


tions, there was no use in sending me any note whatever. 
’ 


He returned to Prince Ch'ing, and they tried it again, send- 


ing me a draft of a note, leaving out the question of a 
future conference, but with the promise still conditioned 
upon the withdrawal of Russia. 

This was on the 12th instant, and I immediately sent 
him word that it was futile to parley further, that the 
request of my Government was both moderate and reasonable, 
that it had absolutely cleared the way for China's easy 
compliance therewith, and that I would not discuss the 
matter further; and that if I did not receive the written 
promise requested by the evening of the 14th, the responsi- 
bility for indefinite delay and possible failure of Treaty 
negotiations would rest entirely upon his head. 

Late last evening I received the note, a copy of 
which I enclose, and have to-day sent Prince Ch'ing a re- 


ply, a copy of which I also enclose. 


T am almost ready to believe that our request hag been 


granted with the tacit consent of Russia, for the Russian 
Representative here and the Chinese Ministers seem to be 
carrying on quite friendly negotiations just now; but what 


written containing the promise substantially without condi- 
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Held — — with the Prince to-day sub- 
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igned) Conger. 


„ August Srd, 1908. 


Telegrm sent (Cipher) 


28981180108 


Peking, August 14th, 1908. 
morons July. 


e 
‘eat "Your Excellency has 1 imes yo 
me the desire of your Government to have Bate any in 
the commercial treaty for Moukden and Ta-tung-kou 
to foreign trade. We, Prince | 
agree to this, * it will be 
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(Signed) Conger. 


Your —— of the —— 


Fourteenth. 


melee No. @ tn Despaten 10/69. 
Prince Ch'ing to Mr. Conger. 


7. 0. . 527. 


; 
| Concerning the matter of opening the two porte of 
Moukden and Ta-tung-kow to foreign trade, Your Excellency 
has several times commiigeated to me in personal inte e ‘ 
the desire of your honorable Government to have pro tien 
for the same made in the Commercial Treaty. We, the Fine 
and the Ministers, can of course agree to this, but it will 
be necessary to wait until the Sth of October of the pres ent 
year, the date on which Russia has agreed with chin to ¢oit- 
Pletely withdraw the Russian troops now oceupying the 
Three Eastern Provinces (Manchuria) and to hané back the 
civil government (of Manchuria). 

Ve, Prince and Ministers, promise that on that day #4 
will insert in the Treaty a provision for the opaing ty 
China of the said two ports, and that at the same timp the 
completed Treaty will be signed. 

As in duty bound we send this despatch to Your Nei- 
Lene that you my tranemit the same to your honoratdl¢ 
Government to place upon record. 

A Wecessary Despatch. 
Kuanghsu XX1X Year, Sixth Moon, 2lst Day. 
(August 13th, 1903) (Seal of Foreign Office.) 
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7.0.3°.898, 
| Bnelosure J. . In Despatch Ho. 1369 
Mr. Conger te Prince ch“ ing. 


Legation of the United States of America, 
Peking, August 14th, 1905. 
Your Imperial Highness: 

I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of Your 
Imperial Highness' despatch of the 15th inst. in which Your 
Imperial Highness promises that on the 8th of October next 
you will have inserted in the Commercial Treaty a provis- 
ion for the opening by China to foreign trade of the two 


ports, Moukden and Ta-tung-kou in Manchuria, and that on 


the same date the completed Treaty will be signed. 

I have the honor to express my high appreciation of 
the prompt compliance of your Government with this request 
of the United States and to assure Yow Imperial Highness 
of my firm conviction that in so doim the Chinese Govern- 
ment has acted most wisely and talen a step which cannot 


but lead to the great advantage, not only of China md the 
United States, but of all commercial interests. The action, 


too, is one which will still further strengthen the friend- 
ly Pelations existing between the United States and China. 

I avail myself of the opportunity to renew to Your 
Imperial Highness the assurance of my highest consideration. 


(Signed) . H. Conger, 
U. 8. Minister. 


To K. I. I., Prince of ch“ ing, 
President of Board of Foreign Affairs. 
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LEGATION OF THE UNITED STATES 
PEKIN, CHINA. 


OE 


—— — — 


Dir LUWAI 0 


F sep 20 1908 
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. Conger to the 


Secretary of State. 


Subject: The signing of the new Commercial Treaty. 


Confirming Department Telegram of August 16, 1903. 


vo. % 0. 


LEGATION OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA, 
PEKIN, CHINA. 


August 17th, 1903. 


To th Honorable 
; 


John Hay, 


Secretary of State, 


Washington, D. C. 


I have the honor to confirm your cipher telegram of 


August 16th, as follows: 


Conger, Peking. 

Your 14th received. Prince Ch'ing's note satisfact- 
ory. The date for signing of completed treaty October 
eighth is absolute and not contingent on action of Russia. 
Make this ciear to Prince Ch“ ing. 


(Signed) Hay. 

I have made it perfectly clear to Prince Ch'ing that 
the date for signing of the completed treaty, October 8th, 
is absolute and not contingent on any action of Russia, 

I have the honor to be, 
Sir, 


Your obedient servant, 
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LEGATION OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA, 
PEKIN, CHINA, 


August 2lst, 1903. 


CHIEF CLERK, 
OCT 5 1903 


Mr. Cenger te the 
Department of State. 


Secretary ef State. 


Subject: Destructien ef the Canal wall adjeining the 


Legatien preperty. Result ef an unusual storm, 


Necessary expenses for repairs will fall partly 


ont e scentracter and partly en the Legatien. 
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LEGATION OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA, 
PEKIN, CHINA. 


August 2ist, 1905. 


To the;Honorable 


John Hay, 


Secretary of State, 


Washington, D. C. 


I am very sorry to be obliged to inform you that by 


reason of an. unprecedented rain storm on yesterday, a con- 
siderable portion of the wall which we had constructed 
along the canal adjoining our Legation property on the East, 
was destroyed, and much of the road which we had built near 
this mate was greatly damaged. 

We have a guarantee in the contract of the builder 
upon which we hope to rely for a large part of the cost of 
repairing the canal wall, but the road will have to be re- 
paired at the expense of the Legation. 

It will be impossible to estimate the amount until 
the rain is over and the water has run down in the canal, 
but as soon as possible it will be done. 


I have the honor to be, 
Sir, 


Your obedient servant, 
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LEGATION OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA, oct 6 1908 
PEKIN, CHINA. 
_ BUR EAU. 


August 2ist, 1903. 


CHIEF CLERK, 


Mr. Conger te the OCT 8 1008 


Secretary ef State. 


Subject:  Fereign Merchants in Peking. They are no 
lenger te be allewed te acquire proper ty or 
establish places of business. Note te the 
Dean from Prince Ch'ing on the subject. r- 
ferent views held by the Representatives of the 


Powers. 
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LEGATION OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA, 
PEKIN, CHINA. 


August 2lst, 1905, 
re 


To the Honorable 


‘0 
John ’ Mis 
Hay, : 1999 


Secretary of State, 


Washington, D. C. 


Referring to my No. 779, of October 10th, 1901, 1 
have the honor to enclose herewith a copy of a note received 
by the Dean of the Diplomatic Corps from Prince ch“ Ing, - 
vising that henceforth foreign merchants will not be per- 
mitted to buy property in Peking for dwellings, or to estab- 
lish 1 business thereon. He says that since the 
occupation of Peking by the Allied Forces in 1900, such pur- 
chases have been agreed to by the Chinese Officials as an 
exceptional arrangement, but that since conditions gre now 
settled the old regulations ought once more to obtain, and 
such exceptional arrangements will no longer be made. 

It is not possible for the Diplomatic Corps to act 
with unanimity on this question; therefore, no joint ac- 
tion can be taken. The Russians would, I am sure, be 
pleased to agree that Peking should be considered, as here 


tofore, a closed Port, but other Colleagues who have numer- 


ous nationals established in business, will insist that 
it shall be kept as it is, practically open. 
; 
My own opinion is that it were better not to formally 
agree to their request, nor to so flatly rejeet it as to 


compel a direct and definite determination. I have, there- 


fore, since the note ig addressed to the Dean only,thought 


: 


best to make no reply at present, but leave the matter open ] 


for such future discussion as events may require. 
I have the honor to be, 
Sir, 


Your obedient servant, 


Enclosure: 


Prince ch ing to the Dean of the Diplomatic Corps, 
August 7th, 1905. 


Enclosure No.«= In Despatch 10. /37@, 
Prince Ch ing to the Dean of the Diplomatic Corps. 

I have the honor to call Your Excellency's attention 
to the fact that Peking is not by any means a Treaty Port. 
according to the Treaties it was originally agreed that 
merchants of the various nationalities should not be per- 
mitted to purchase houses, reside, or establish business 
houses here. 

Since the coming of the Allied Forces to Peking in 
1900 the metchants of their several nationalities have fol- 
lowed them here, have bought houses and opened places of 
business in great number. Moreover some have sent the 
deeds to the places bought, transmitting them through their 
Ministers in Peking, to our Board to be forwarded to the 
Prefect of Shun -t’ien Pu with fees for his seal, and our 
Board has in each case made an exceptional arrangement and 


consented, but now, the general aspect of affairs being 


settled, we ought naturally to return to the old regulation, 


so as to conform to the requirements of the Treaties, and 
we must therefore clearly state that henceforth merchants of 
the various Powers will not be permitted to buy any more 
property in Peking for dwellings or to establish places of 
business, and, should there be any additional purchases of 
property and request be made for official stamping of the 
deeds, our Board will not again agree to any exceptional 
arrangement in the matter. 

As in duty bound, I send this despatch to Your Ex- 
ceéllency, the Dean, and hope that you will transmit it to 
the various Ministers for their information that they may 
generally instruct the merchants of their several national- 
ities to take note thereof. 

A necessary Despatch. 
Kuanghsu XXIX Year, Sixth Moon, 15th Day. 
(August 7th, 1903) 
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LEGATION OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA, 
PEKIN, CHINA. 


August 22nd, 1903. 


1 


— — — — — 
CHIEF CLERK, 

wr. Conger te the OCT 5 1903 

Department of State. 


Secretary of State. 


Student Interpreters. 
Referring te Legatien despatch No. 1107 of 


Octeber 9th, 1902, cencerning the possibility 


of relieving the Students from the burden of 


paying the salaries of their Chinese teachers. 


vo./373. 


LEGATION OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA, 
PEKIN, CHINA. 


August 22nd, 1905. 
To the Honorable 
John Hay, 
Secretary of State, 
Washington, D. Cc. 

sir: 

Recalling your attention to Department Instructions 
No. 556, of August 27th, 1901, concerning the possibility 
of payment, by the Department, of the Chinese teachers of 


the Student Interpreters, and my despatch No. 1107, of Oet- 


ober 9th, ‘last, making the required report thereon, I have 


the honor to enquire if it is now possible in any way to 
lighten the burden of these Students by the payment, by 
the Government, of the small salaries of their teachers. 
I have the honor to be, 
Sir, 


Your obedient servant, 
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August 25th, 1903. 


FOR RELS. 1903. 


CHIEF CLERK, 


Secretary of State. OCT 5 190g 
Department of State. 


till 


Subject: Prepesed Treaty Ports in Manchuria. 
Unfaverable account ef Ta Tung-kou. Ant ung 


Hsien suggested. Request te Admiral Evans te 


Send a Small vessel to explore and report. 


——— —— — — — — — --- — 


No. 774K. 


LEGATION OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA, 
PEKIN, CHINA. 


August 25th, 1908. 


To the Honorable 


FOR RELS, 1903. 
John Hay, 


Secretary of State, 


Washington, D. C. 


A British Officer, qust returned from the mouth of the 
Yalu River, reports most unfavorably as deo the @avieability 
of opening Ta T'ung-kou as a Treaty Port, and.eays that 
Antung Hsien, sometimes called Saho, some thirty miies 
farther inland, is much more suitable, having a greeter 
depth of water and being nearer the cromsing of the oprin- 
cipal route from Manchuria into Korea. 

Ta T*ung-kou was selected from the west evidence 
then obtainable. (See my despatch No. £258, of urn Met, 
last). 

As it will be impossible to know the fects without an 
intelligent examination of both places, I have requested 
Admiral Evans to send one of his oneal ler vessels to the 


mouth of the Yalu, and then by steam launch or otherwise, 
make the necessary exploration and report. 
I have the honor to be,’ Sir, 


Your obedient servant, 


LEGATION OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA, | OCT << 1903 
PEKIN, CHINA. 


BUREAU. 


August 25th, ., 


Cut CLENK, 


Secretary of State. 


The jurisdiction of the Consulates General in 
China. Asking for information en this subject. 
Objections te having letters from certain Con- 
sulates sent te Peking by way ef the Consulates 
General, on account ef the great less of time 


resulting from this course. 


- 
a) 7 * “ rt * — A as 
. Ald 4 2 a 4 X 6 7 Lie — * 

Ps - * 

~~, . a ee er ii 
f ; ~~ * a c 
, * ans 7 : p 7 
* 4 - 


LEGATION OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA, 
PEKIN, CHINA. 


August 25th, 19035. 


70 the Honorable 


John Hay, 
Secretary of State, 


Washington, D. C. 


I have the honor to ask for information from the 
Department with regard to the jurisdiction of the @ifferent 
Consulates General recently created in China. 

Up to the present I have had no word on the subject 
with the exception of a despatch from the Acting Consul at 
Amoy, enn that that Consulate had been fraterred to 
the jurisdiction of the Consulate General at anten, by 
virtue of which transfer, correspondence with the Legation 
has to be carried on through the medium of that Official. 

I find dy reference to my files that whereas the aver- 
age time required for a letter to reach Peking from oe, 
under the previous arrangement, was eleven days, it is now 
a trifie under twenty-six. That is to say, a whole month 
is added to the time which must elapse before an answer can 
be received, owing to the necessity of sending the letters 
via Canton. 

The Consulates North of the Yangtze were long ago 


8 allowed 


allowed to communicate directly with the Legation, sending 


copies of the correspondence to the Consul General in Shang- 
: 


hai. 


I have the honor to recommend that such arrangement 
de made with regard to Amoy and any other Ports in China 
where similar conditions result from the same cause. 

I have the honor to be, 


Sir, 


Your obedient servant, 
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OF AMERICA, 


August 26th, 1905. 


OCT 5 eis 


Depar ten ol tate 
wr. Conger to the 


Secretary of State. 


Subject: The protection of trade-marks in China. 
Acknowledging Department Instruction Ne. 692 of 


July 9, 1905. 
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LEGATION OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA, 


ro the Honorable 
John Hay, 
Secretary of State, 


Washington D. 0. 


I have the honor te acknowledge the receipt ef Depart 
ment Instructien No. 692 of July 9, tranamitting copies of 
a letter from Messrs. Steuart & Steuart ef Baltimore, and 
the reply of the department, with regard to the pretection 
of trade-marks in China. 

A letter in the same terms from Messrs. Steuart & 
Steuart was received at this legation August ist: A copy 
of my answer is enclosed. 

I have the hener to be, 
Sir, 


Your ebediet servant, 


Enclesure as above. 
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- Enclosure — In . 10. 1976. 
„ Conger te Messrs. Steuart & Steuart. 
Seeeeeeceeeceaeee 
Misc. No. 1661. 
' ‘Legation ef the United States of America, 
Peking, China. 
August 4th, 1903. 
Messrs. Steuart & Steuart, 
Ceunselers at Law, 
Naryland Trust Co. Bldg., 
Baltimere, Md., U. 8. A. 
Gentlemen: 

Replying to your estecwed favor of June 27th, making 
enquiry as te what pretectien can be obtained by foreigners 
by registering their trade marks in the Chinese Foreign Of- 
fice, and at the foreign Consulates, I regret to say that 
no general arrangement exists, but some of our Consular Of- 


ficers, netably at Shanghai, have made arrangenmts for a 


lecal registration ef trade marks which pretects them with- 


In the jurisdictien ef the Officials with whem such arrange 
ments have been made. 

IT am pleased te add, hewever, that in the new Treaty 
which is new under negetiatien, ample previsien will be 
made fer such pretection. 

Very truly yeurs, 
(Signed) R. HK. Conger. 
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TT OF STATE 
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1 


Secretary of State. 


Subject: The Shanghai Sedition cases. No further com 
munication has been received from the Chinese 


Government. The present situation at Shanghai. 


1 Referring to despatches Nos. 1558 and 1565, of 


July Soth and August 7th. 
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- LEGATION OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA, 
PEKIN, CHINA. 


August Slst, 1903, 


: . 


To the Honorable 


John Hay, 
Secretary of State, 
Washington, D, 8. 


Sir: 
Referring to my despatches Nos. 13558 and 1565, of 


July Soth and August 7th, respectively, I have the honor 

to report that no further communication has, as yet, been 
made by the Chinese Government to the Diplomatic Corps on 
the subject of the sedition cases at Shanghai, although the 


matter is the subject of constant discussion, both in 
Chinese and foreign circles, 

Giving the present situation at Shanghai, I enclose 
copies of correspondence with Consul General Goodnow upon 


the subject. 


I have the honor to be, 
Sir, 


Your obedient servant, 


Enclosures; 
1. Mr. Conger to Mr. Goodnow, August 17th, 1903. 
2. Mr. Goodnow to Mr. Conger, August 24th, 1903. 
5. Mr. Conger to Mr. Goodnow, August 29th, 1903. 


Con. No. 2031. : 
Enclosure No./, In Despatch 1 7% 
Mr. Conger to Mr. Goodnow. 


August 17th, 1903. 


. 


John Goodnow, Esquire, 


United States Consul General, 
Shanghai. 


Sir: 


I confirm herewith my cipher telegram of to-day: 
: 


Goodnow, Shanghai. 
Withhold further action sedition cases until the re- 
ceipt of despatch mailed to-day. 
(Signed) Conger. 


This was based on the following telegram from the De- 
partment of State: 

Washington, August 15th, 1905. 
Conger, Minister, 
~Peking. 

Fifteenth. On mature examination of Shanghai the De- 
partment of State is of the opinion that you are not com- 
petent to concur in any order of surrender or to interfere 
in any Way with the procedure agreed upon: namely, trial 
by Mixed Court, and upon conviction imposition of appro- 
priate sentence to be carried out in the settlement. Use 
your influence to have the procedure observed, with fault- 
less Sentence, so that good faith shall be shown and the 4 
international settlement not become asylum for sedition and 
incitement to criminal acts. 

(Signed) Loomis, Acting. 

Let this be your latest definite instructions. It is 
to be hoped that the sentences may be sufficiently severe 
to deter other like offenders from seeking asylum in the 


Settlements, and it would be helpful if some possible sat- 


isfactory settlement could be made for definite future 


action in like cases. I shall use my influence along this 


same line as opportunity presents itself. 


I an, 
Sir, 


Your obedient servant, 


(Signed) E. EK. Conger. 
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Consulate-General of the United States of Ameri ca, 
Shanghai, August 24th, 1903. 


Hon. RX. H. Conger, 
St & ee Pig VU. 8 as, 

’ 
Peking. 


Sir: 


I have to acknowledge receipt of your No. 2051 of Aug. 


17th regarding the "sedition"cases. 
I have to report that the Taotai of Shanghai came to 
* 


me unofficially on the 22nd in this matter. I told him 


that I could not advise him officially as you had informed 


me that instructions were on the way. 


I told him, however, 


that in my personal opinion the brutal treatment of the man 


at Peking would make it impossible for these men to be giv- 


en up. I told him that it was no longer a question of 


Treaties or right or legality; but of humanity which had 
been Outraged publicly at Peking. He said that they had 
heard nothing from Peking in the matter for some time and 
that Chang Chih-tung had apparently ceased to interest hin- 
self in it. He thought that therefore a suitable arrange- 
ment could be made on the lines of our original agreement. 
He said that he would go to Nanking and advise the Viceroy 
to suggest and recommend to the Imperial Government that 
the case should be tried here in the Mixed Court by the 
Hsien(city Magistrate); that the three subordinates in the 
Supao should be dismissed as being only subordinate and 
sufficiently punished by their present detention; that the 
man wanted at Hankow shoul be tried and properly punished; 
that the two men who have pleaded guilty should be sen- 
tenced to imprisonment for life in the Settlements; that 
the son of the proprietor of the Supac should be sentenced 
to a few years imprisonment for falsely representing him- 
self to be the proprietor and thus enabling his father to 
escape. I told him that life imprisonment seemed to me an 


extreme punishment. He argued that it was necessary as an 
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example to the others, even if it should be understood 


that the sentence should be commuted later. He said that 
he would suggest this to the Viceroy as his own opinion of 
the feasible way out of the difficulty and would not say 
anything of his talk with me. I told him that I would send 
an account of the talk to you for your confidential informe 
tion and would say to you that it seems to me the best 
way out of the €rouble. I have talked with some of the 
Consular Body on these lines and they privately agree with 
me. As this is on the line of our instruction received 
from you to-day I hope it will commend itself to you. 

Please consider this as entirely confidential as the 
Tactai says that the only way to get the Viceroy to agree 
to this and to recommend it to the central Government is 
to put it forward as a purely Chinese idea. 

I am, Sir, 
Your obedient servant, 
(Signed) John Goodnow, 


Consul General. 
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Con. No. 2052. 


Enclosure No.3 In Despatch No. /3)). 
ur. Conger to Mr. do 
Legation of the United States of America, 
Peking, August 29th, 1903. 


John Goodnow, Esquire, 
United States Consul General, 


Shanghai. 


I have received your confidential despatch No. 525, 
of the 24th instant, in which you report some personal 
suggestions made to you by the Tactai which he proposed to 
recommend to the Viceroy as a reasonable plan of settling 
the troubles over the so-called sedition cases. 

Sir Ernest Satow, on his return here, informed me 
that the Tactai had made substantially the same suggestions 
to him as he passed through Shanghai. 

If the Viceroy, or the Taoctai, at his suggestion, 
should propose this namer of settlement, I see no objec- 
tion to its being carried out along the line detailed in 
your despatch. There ought to be, however, some sort of 
public declaration that this shall not make a precedent 
to be followed in the future; so that persons committing 
like crimes cannot cherish the hope of receiving any sort 
of protection by fleeing to the settlements. 

I an, 

Sir, 
Your obedient servant, 


(Signed) E H. Conger. 
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PEKIN, CHINA. 


September ist, 1 


ur. Conger to the 


Secretary of State. 


Subject: The political situation. Japan is negotiating 
in St. Petersburg. The Russian Minister in Pe- 
king is negotiating with Prince Ch'ing. Perma- 
nent Russian control in Manchuria seems to be in- 
dicated, though the civil administration may be, 
in a measure, restored to the Chinese on the day 
appointed. Beneficial results of the firm atti- 
tude of the United States. Importance of mak- 
ing China fulfill her promises. The new Ports 
to be opened on the same terms as the others. 
Future of Manchuria. Situation on the Yalu 
River. Russia's propositions to China will 


probably be accepted. 


BUREAU OF THE AMERICAN REPUBLICS 
MEMORANDUM 


Mr. Conger’s Wo. 1378. 


Dear Mr. Secretary: 
I think that in replying to Mr. Conger‘’s in- 


quiry whether this Government has agreed with that 
of Russia that no foreign settlements shall be lo 
cated at the ports to be opened to internat ional 
trade in Manchuria, etc., etc., he might be told 
that this Govermment has made no such agreement, 

ner consented to any curtailment at these new local- 
ities of the rights and privileges granted by China 
to the Treaty Powers at any pf the other places 


opened to foreign trade. Wevertheless, it is not 
deemed expedient at tie present time to bring up 


the q est len of the creation of foreign settlements 


in the Manchurian provinces or to discuss it with 


his Russian colleagues. 


At the proper time, instructions will be sent 
Mr. Conger for his guidance in this matter. 


Cot. 14, 1903, 1 mee, 


f 
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LEGATION OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA, 
PEKIN, CHINA, 


September lst, 1905, 


To the Honorable 


John Hay, 
Secretary of State, 


Washington, D. C. 


Notwithstanding the startling press reports that war 
is imminent between Russia and Japan, the situation here 
seems to point to no immediate conflict of arms. In fact 
I am confidentially but reliably informed that Japan has, 
at last, addressed herself direotly to St. Petersburg upon 
both the Manchurian and Korean situations, but in such a 
tone and spirit as will probably make for peace instead of 
war, or will, if war comes, place the responsibility for 


same upon the unwarranted and unjustifiable encroachments 


of Russia, 

Every report of Russian action in Manchuria indicates 
a determined permanency of * or at least of con- 
trol. However, negotiations are now going on here between 
the Russian Minister and Prince Ch'ing, apparently ina 


satisfactory manner to each. It is impossible to ascer- 


tain the details, but in conversation with either,upon the 


subject 


— ͤ 
— —L—L— : 


— — Oe — 


subject, there is now an entire absence of the sharp criti- 
cism and bitter complaining with which they have always 
ieee spoken of the actions of each other, and both 
now talk as if they believed the entire Civil Government of 
Manchuria would be turned over to the Chinese by the final 
day agreed upon for withdrawal. 


There have been few personal conferences between 


Prince ch“! ing and Mr. Lessar, because the latter has been 


too 111 to go to Prince Ch'ing's house; but Mr. Lien-fang, 


one of the Ministers of the Wai Wu Puy in whom Prince 

ch ing has great confidence, has been making very frequent 
visits to the Russian Minister, and he now expresses a 
recently born confidence in the certain withdrawal of 
Russia by the time fixed. 

The firm attitude taken by you has had a most bone 
ficial effect upon the whole situation. Heretofore Russia 
has never cared for the ineffectual protests and warnings 
of the United States served only upon helpless China, but 
when direct and pointed enquiries were made at St. Peters- 
burg, and, at the same time, a splendid naval squadron was 


exercising in the Gulf of Chihli, she concluded we were 


really in earnest, and, as a result, made the declaration 


as to her intentions, which was handed to you on July 


14th, and very soon thereafter the Russian Minister in- 


’ 
formed the Chinese Government that Russia has no objection 


to opening certain Ports. Unless this had been done China 
never could have consented to their opening. 

I think, now, it is most important that we insist upon 
China's carrying out her promise to the very letter, and 
unless otherwise instructed I shall demand the signing of 
the Treaty on the day named, and will consent to no delay. 


Furthermore, unless you inform me that, by your direct nego- | 


| 
tiations with Russia, you have agreed that no Foreign Settle | 
| 


ments shall be located at the Ports to be opened, I shall | 


contend that they are opened on the same basis as those 
heretofore opened by Treaty, and Foreign Settlements may 
be made at one on ands as the other, and I hope for your 
approval and support. 

If, as seems now probable, Russia shall, on October 
Sth, turn over the Civil Government of Manchuria to the 
Chinese and withdraw her troops to points along the rail- 
road, she will still dominate the entire country. 

With Admiral Alexeieff as Viceroy, with almost supreme 


power, acting through high Officers with large military 


forces 


forces in the vicinity of all important Provincial Offi- 


cials, the latter will be over-awed and the will of Russia 
carried out almost as absolutely as when in military con- 


a 
trol. I transmit a translated copy of the Imperial Uxæ ase 


ur 
! , 
appointing Admiral Alexeieff to the newly created Viceroy- 4 450 


alty, but you have undoubtedly already received a copy 
from St. Petersburg. 

The situation on the Yalu River is, at present, most 
critical. Russia, by Treaties made soon after the China- 
Japan war, acknowledged Japan's commercial supremacy in 
Korea, and Japan claims that at least the spirit of their 
agreements precludes Russia from entering upon new commer- 
cial, industrial, or military developments therein, with- 
out notice to, and satisfactory arrangement with, Japan. 
Hence the recent Russian activity on the Korean side of 
the Yalu under the guise of developing a timber concession 
obtained some years ago, is considered by Japan as a ser- 


ious menace to her interests, and it is here, if anywhere, 


that the real casus belli may be looked for. 


The Russian Minister is pretending to the Chinese 


that Russia has made great concession in consenting to the 


opening 


opening of two Ports and the appointment of Foreign Con- 
sels, and that, in return, she has a right to expect in- 
— concessions upon the other points demanded, and 
the probability is that on the most of them, with a slight 
change of statement, China will yield; hence the probabil- 


ity of an amicable agreement. 


I have the honor to be, 
_ : 
Sir, 


Your obedient servant, 


Subject: 


September 2nd, 1903. 


Secretary of State. 


Payments on account of the New Legation build- 
ings. The draft for $4,100.00 of May 22nd 
returned to this Legation. Giving notice 
of drafts, one dated August 20th, for $5,550.00 


and one dated September 2nd for $4,541.00. 
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LEGATION OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA, 
PEKIN, CHINA. 


September 2nd, 1905. 


fo the Honorable 


John Hay, 


Secretary of State, 


Washington, D. C. 


Referring to Legation despatch No. 1502 of May 22nd,- 
acknowledged by the Department July 8th, last, I have the 
honor to report that the draft for $4100, notice of which 
is given therein, has been returned to this Legation and 
cancelled because the name of the firm to whose order it 
was drawn had been transmitted to me in a distorted form 
by the Cable Company. 

In the place of this I have drawn on the Department 
as follows: 

One draft dated August 20th, for $3550 paid for the 
freight to the Steamship agents in Tientsin, and one dated 

for $4641, 
September 2nd sent to Messrs. Gage, Mills & Co.,for the 
lumber, as recommended by Mr. Roberts. (Sée enclosure 
No. 1.) The account supporting these drafts accompanies 
this despatch. 


The reason that the total amount comes to $8091, in- 


stead 


stead of $8200 as announced in No. 1302, of May 22nd, is 


that Mr. Roberts succeeded in reducing the charge of the 
; 


Steamship Company by $109. 


The draft for the payment for the lumber has this 
day been sent to Messrs. Gage, Mills & Co. with a request 
that a receipt for the same be forwarded to Washington 


direct, and the duplicate to Peking. I have consequently 


in the supporting account put in a form of receipt for 


which the real one will be substituted when it reaches 


the Department. 


I am pleased to announce that this lumber which is 


now in Peking, is exceedingly satisfactory. 


I have the honor to be, 
Sir, 


Your obedient servant, 


Bnclosures: 
1. Mr. Roberts to Mr, Conger, July 2nd, 1903. 


2. Account as stated. 
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/ oftics er f Superintendent of Construction, 
San Francisco, Cal. July 2nd, 1905 
EH. Conger, Esq., 
Minister of the United States, 
Pekin, Chine. 
Sir: 
I have to acknowledge receipt of your letter of May 
22nd last, enclosing draft in amount $4,100.00 drawn in fa- 


vor of Game, Mills Company. The draft is herewith returned 


for reasons hereinafter set forth. 

When the lumber was ordered by me the lumber firm was 
informed that it would be held up strictly to the require- 
ments as to kiln-drying. It was originally intended, as 
you will see by the correspondence already forwarded you, 


to ship this lumber from San Francisco, but it developed 


subsequently to be more convenient to the lumber firm to 


ship it direct from their Portland mills. 

It therefore became necessary for me to send an in- 
spector up to Portland (at the lumber firm's expense) to 
see that the material was O. K. In the course of the in- 
spection of the material on the wharf, it became apparent 
that although the lumber was of good quality, some of it 
had not been in the kiln as long as it should. 

My inspector wired me for instructions. Knowing that 
the lumber was needed as early as possible, and he stating 
that the quality was all right, I instructed him to con- 
tinue loading, and that the lumber would be subject to the 
approval of Mr. Nealy at port of destination. 

The foregoing is the principal reason for my not mak- 
ing @ part payment at the time of shipment. Further, the 
draft is drawn to the other of Game Mills Co.-and should be 
Gage, Mills & Co. 

The situation as it stands now is as folla@ s: 

The lumber will leave Portland for Tientsin in a day 


S. on dotaqeed ot Non emaolont 


nottouttenoD to tnebnmetninreque Io 60110 
SOT „bas IT Ted ,cosgionati ase 

.-psa ,tegnod H 

,eetsie Besin’ ens To tetatnin 

n „ate 

212 

va’ to settel won to tqtsoet ebe ones of svad I 
-gt ot owatb 00,001,838 abo nt Stab ats tone gr Bass 
bentwie1 dilweted ef tietb exT . ¥nagmod si{iM esd Io tov 
„Hane zea tes Tenteterd enceset 101 

t em vd Berebt°0 d edel ens geg 
b vitotite qu bled ed blwow tt tan? Denon 
vifsntnino saw tI .uaivib-nifla oF 8A eee 
bebiawiot ybee1ls eorebnogestioos ent yd sea III gon 
jud „oe ona aas mort tedmul ain? gina of 
ot Inelnevnoo siom ed oF ylinevpesdwe 
elite aal 101 reads mort foetib ii gina 

bise of em ot Yiseesesoen emeoed teten eng 31 
ot (eas ce a'oitt tedmyl sat ta) Das of qu toOt‘9sGe 
ttt edi 10 eatwoo edi al „A. O saw Latte gem ext tant eee 
tnetsqqs emsoed ft! „Tan ens no Lesser ent To nolioege 
suo Boos to eaw tedmwi ec? Agon Ls tad? 
. Blwode tt es nel es alia ent ak need sen Bai 

.eroftourzsent tot em dent tofSSegent YM 
.eidteaog ss IIe es bebesn aaw edel ea? 
betouttant I Ag Ile eaw yilisup saz sane 
jue ed Bluow tedmwf eft tant Boa ,gnibaol exalts 
.noltantieeb to nog tae vise M To Isvoigg 

(ot gossen Ieqtoniug eds at gatogetor ext 
 .tnematde to emt? ef? ta tInemyseq tag & ant 
„od LITE use to enge eX? oF nwatb ef Fist! 
„od s SIN 630 

:e WwIlot aes et won ebnate tf es nolsautia eat 

Fab S at atetnetT ot bas Led evaet IIe tedmwi ent 


10 


or two dy the Steamer Stanley Dollar." Upon its arrival 

you will, of course, pay the freight, in amount $3,550.00, 
as per Robert Dollar's bid of May 14th last, copy of which 
was forwarded you, and upon the unloading of the lumber, 


if found satisfactory, forward me a draft in amount 


$4,541.00 in payment therefor. 

I have reason to believe that the material will prove 
satisfactory, having exercised all the care I could in 
connection therewith. It may possibly absorb some moisture 
from the green lumber on top of it in the vessel, but 
after exposure to the air for twenty-four or forty-eight 
hours, this will evaporate. The essential point is to get 
out the sap. 

The two cablegrams I forwarded you were sent collect, 
but there is same question about paying them at this end. 
If you have not paid for them, I will settle with the cable 
company and then send you a bill of expenses, which are 
slight, as requested in yours of the 9th ultimo. 

Please convey my regards to Mr. Nealy. 

Very respectfully yours, 


(Signed) J. v. Roberts, 


Supt. 
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TELEGRAM RECEIVED IN CIPHE 


From PEKING, 
September 3, 1905. 
Received 5:55 a, m. 


Secretary of State, 
Washington. 
. dra. I have received your telegram of 
the ond, and will comply with your instructions. 
CONGE R. 
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ered by dees Office, amgkx September 3, 1905. 9:25 
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1 DIPLOMATIC 


SEP 5 1903 


BUREAU. 


Received 5:10 a. n. 64 
N 


N . 


ON 


Stn. Because of the Postmaster-General's 
order of April SOth letters are being mailed from 
the United States to all parts of China prepaid at 
only domestic rates, thereby causing great inconvenience 
and expense to recipients. General notice should be 
given that the order applies to Shanghai alone, 
CONGER. 


hered by GeO*S Office, September 5, 1905. 
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LEGATION OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA, OCT 12 1903 
PEKIN, CHINA. 


BUREAU, 


September 5th, 1905, 
DIPLOMATIC BUREA) 
DEP | OF STATE | Ta Get ans. Gam 


DASSTCrN 
| QRDASSTSEP RET TARY, 


— — — 


wr. Conger to the 


Seoretary of State. 


Subject: The order of the Postmaster General acing the 
United States Postal Agency in Shanghai on a do- 
mestic basis. General misunderstanding of bear- 
ing of this order. Domestic rates can apply to 
Shanghai only. Letters for other points must 
have full postage. The deficiency is taxed 
double, and must be paid by addressees, causing 


hardship and delay. 
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LEGATION OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA, 
PEKIN, CHINA. 


September 5th, 1903. 


: 
To the Honorable 
’ 


John Hay, 


Secretary of State, 


Washington, D. C. 


I confirm overleaf my cipher telegram of to-day con- 
cerning the order of the Postmaster General, placing the 
United States Postal Agency at Shanghai on a domestic 


basis. 


It seems that the people at home have, in some way, 
taken this order to mean that the general postage rates 
to China have been reduced to our domestic rates, and, in 
consequence, letters are being sent from all over the Unit- 
ed States, addressed to any postoffice in the tre, with 
only a two-cent instead of a five-cent stamp affixed. This 
brings the letter to its destination, but before it is 
delivered it is taxed double the deficiency, and is de- 
tained at the Postoffice while a bill is sent out for the 


ecllection of the extra postage. The same thing happens 


to newspapers and other mail matter, and soon becomes quite 


a burden to one receiving a large mail. 


Because of the large number of soldiers here, and other 


americans receiving mail elsewhere in the Empire, and not- 


ing the rapidity with which the mistaken idea is spreading, 


I have thought it might be speedily checked and corrected 
by the 6 of a general notice nee the Postoffice 
Department, informing the public that mail matter addressed 
to any place in China, except Shanghai only, must be fully 
prepaid at international rates. 


I have the honor to be, 
Sir, 


Your obedient servant, 


Telegram sent. (Cipher) 


Peking, September 5th, 1903, iy 
Secstate, Washington. 


Fifth. Because of the Postmaster General's order 


of April thirtieth, letters are being mailed from the Un- 


ited States to all parts of China prepaid at only domest- 


ic rates, thereby causing great inconvenience and expense 
to recipients. General notice should be given that the 
order applies to Shanghai only. 


(Signed) Conger. 
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Subject: 


Secretary of State. 


The Chinese Postal Service. 

Remarkable progress during the last six years. 
Bfficiency of the service. Competition of the 
foreign offices. Reasons for retaining then. 
Agreement with the French tending to ultimate 
French control. Serious objections to this, 
The two cent rate from the United States to 
Shanghai and its results. Attitude of the 
Chinese Post Office, and the practise in the 
case of other nations. 

Proposals for some provisional arrangement. A- 
greement with France in 1900. Negotiations 
with the United States put an end to by the 
Boxer outbreak. 


Course to pursue. 


 LEGATION OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA, 
PEKIN, CHINA. 


August 26th, 1903. 
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7 
To the Honorable 
; 


John Hay, 
Secretary of State, 


Washington, D. C. 


Referring to your No. 679, of June Sth last, enclos- 
ing copy of a note from the Chinese Minister in Washington, 
setting forth the efficiency of the Chinese Postal Service, 
and urging, in conseqience, that the foreign Post Offices at 
Treaty Ports should be abolished, I have the honor to en- 
close herein a memorandum prepared at my request by the 
Postal Secretary, showing the progress, extent, and pres- 
ent condition of the Imperial Chinese Post Office. 

From this it would seem that during the six years 
since the Imperial Customs has had charge, the progress 
toward an efficient service has been marvellous, and from 
my observations of its workings generally, and my personal 
experience with it for five year in handling the mail of 
this Legation to the interior, to Treaty Ports, and to 
foreign countries, I am quite convinced that it is able to 
give @ reasonably satisfactory service in all directions, 
and would give a much better service if not hampered and 
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annoyed by the unauthorized presence and continued extension 


of foreign Post Offices. 
‘ 


At present there are established at most & the Treaty 


Ports, Post Offices by Great Britain, France, Russia, der- 


many, and Japan, and the United States has a Postal Agency 
at Shanghai, all of which, except that of the United States, 
do a regular Post Office business with all foreign countries 
all Treaty Ports, and with Peking, and some of them with 
other interior Ports. They have been causing considerable 
trouble by permitting dutiable articles to pass through 
their mails without payment of duty to the Chinese Customs. 
I believe, ‘Cony that the most of them have now submitted 
to an arrangement suggested by the Imperial Customs, whereby 
duty on postal parcels may be collected. 

The operation of these Post Offices must materially 
affect the revenue of the Chinese Government. Recently, 
in competition with these foreign Post Offices, it is sup- 
posed for the purpose of holding all the business possible, 
Chinese letter postage was reduced to one cent Mexican per 
one-half ounce, which would be, at the present rate of sil- 
ver, less than one cent gold per ounce. Whether or not 


this rate would be raised upon the abolishment of the For- 


eign Post Offices, the postal revenue of the Empire would, 
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in any event, be largely increased by their absence. 


‘Therefore, on general principles I believe the for- 
eign on Offices should all be withdrawn; but because of 
the unsettled political situation and the general unrest 
throughout the Empire, I recommend their retention for the 
present, at least until conditions more akin to normal 
are in sight. 

In the month of April, 1898, by an exchange of notes 
between the French Legation and the Tsung-1i Yamen, an 
agreement was made, in substance that,upon the permanent 
organization of the Chinese Postal Service, it should be 
under Vn of French Officials. The following 
is a translation of an extract from the note of the Tsung- 


11 Yamen to the French Charged d'affaires: 


"When the Chinese Government shall organize a perman- 
ent Postal Service and shall establish a high official at 
ite head, it intends to call for the assistance of foreign 
officials, and it declares that it is willingly disposed 
to take into consideration the recommendations of the 
French Government in the choice of personnel." 


The French have ever since construed this agreement 
to mean that whenever the Imperial Postal Service is suf- 
ficiently well established to be carried on as a Depart- 


ment, independent of the Imperial Customs, then it shall 


be 


be placed in the hands of the French to control and oper- 
ates See a among themselves they are discussing 
the ee with which this may be done by employing French 
Priests and their * helpers and converts as Postmast- 
ers and mail carriers throughout the Empire. Without dis- 
3 or even hinting at what this might ultimately 
lead to, I apprehend it will, for the present, furnish 
sufficient grounds for the continuance of Customs super- 
vision, and for decided objections ty the other Powers, 


"whenever an attempt shall be made to put the agreement 


into effect. 


Since the order of the Postmaster General of the Un- 
ited States placing the United States Postal Agency at 
Shanghai on the footing of a domestic Office, many com- 
piainte have been made that letters fra the United States, 
except with postage paid at the regular foreign rates, are 
taxed double the deficiency in Union Postage rates when- 
ever forwarded by Chinese Post from Shanghai. 

I have laid this matter before the Inspector General 
of Customs here who informs me that the general Post Of- 
fice Department of the United States did not serve any 


notice upon China of any intention to modify the rate, 


which he appears to regard as discourteocus; that the 


notice 


20a ID 84 OLAS" 


notice issued by our Postmaster General is misleading, 
inasmuch as mail matter addressed to other places than 

; 
Shanghai in China must be delivered by the Imperial Chin- 
ese Post Office, with which no arrangement nad de en made 
for service in connection with the new rate; that the 
notice would have been unobjectionable had the last clause 
been omitted, vig: “or in the cities of China served 
through the United States Postal Agency at Shanghai," and 
that until an arrangement is made this should be corrected; 
that the practice of taxing all letters received from abrom 
which have not been fully prepaid according to union rates, 
is the poe one, and one which is followed in the case of 
all British letters not delivered through British branch 
Offices(This, of course, does not refer to the special 
arrangement with Hongkong); that the United States has 
never recognized China's stamps, and that her mail is del- 
ivered in the United States because France has guaranteed 
the postage. 

Sir Robert Hart informs me that they would be willing 


to make some provisional arrangement similar to that with 


Japan, i. @e., upon a basis of a mutual recognition of each 


other's stamps. 


hevast eotton 


as (ouceantt 


In February, 1900, an arrangement was entered into 
vetween the Postal Departments of France and China, sin- 
ilar to that existing between members of the International 
Postal Union, of which I enclose a copy. 

You will remember that just before the Boxer outbreak 


a plan was agreed upon whereby China might enjoy the priv- 


ileges of the Postal Union by the United States guaranteeing 


her postage on mail matter passing through the United 


States, and 1 was instructed to sign such an agreement 

when the Boxer outbreak put an end to the negotiations. 
Under the present conditions it is hardly possible for 
China to * the Union, but as we have no branch Postal 
Agencies in China, outside of Shanghai,(I would not re- 
commend the establishment of any) and as Americans in China 
are widely scattered in the interior, it might be wise to 
enter into some such arrangement as Sir Robert Hart sug- 


gests. 


I have the honor to be, 
Sir, 
Your obedient servant, 


Enclosures: 
1. Memorandum of Postal Secretary. 
Copy of Agreement as above. 
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LEGATION OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA. 
PEKIN, CHINA. 


September 8th, 1903. 


5 
5 


wi O 


Secretary of State. 


Subject: Transmitting duplicate copies of Returns of 
Trade and Trade Reports for the year 1902. 


Referring to Despatch No. 958 of March 29, 1903. 


ere ae 
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Ledro OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA, 
PEKIN, CHINA. 


September 6th, 1903. 
) 


To the Honorable 


Secretary of State. 


Washington, D. C. 


Sir: 


Referring to my No. 958 of March 29th, 1902, I have 
the honor to transmit, under separate cover, duplicate 
copies of Returns of Trade and Trade Reports for the year 
1902, published by the Imperial Maritime Customs. 

I have the honor to be, 
Sir, 


Your obedient servant, 
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LEGATION OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA, 
PEKIN, CHINA. 


Secretary of State. 


Subject: Returning some old passports acciden 


discovered. 
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LEGATION OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA, 
PEKIN, CHINA. 


September 8th, 1903. 
To the Honorable 
John Hay, 
Secretary of State, 


Vashington, D. 0. 


I have the honor to transmit herewith some old 
passports which were recently discovered in an unused 
desk. They should have been returned years ago. 

I have the honor 3e be, 
Sir, 


Your obedient servant, 


Enclosures: 


Old Passports as above. 
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_____ DIPLOMATIC BuREa: BUREAU. | 
0 | OF STATE 225 eon, PEKING, 


“8. N ————— September 9, 1903, 


D\OASSTSEGRETIRY 


Received 9:15 Pp. . 


Secretary of State, 


Washington _ 


. 
"eve o 


9th. 


- 


Prince Ching informs Japanese Minister that Russian 
Minister has informally submitted the following as condi- 
tions of immediate evacuation of balance Sheng-king Pree 


vinces 


FIRST: The time of evacuation of Kirnf to be exe 
tended four months, and of Hemlungschiang one year. 

Becond: Wo Manchurian territory shall be alienated 
under any circumstances to any foreign power. 


Third: All the wharves abd telegraphs along the 


Sungarr River shall be under Russian control and guarded 


by Russian troops. 

FOURTH: The highway from Teiteihar to Blagovye sfchensk 
shall be @atrolled by Russia. 
ELITE: All Russian-Chinese banks shall by guarded 
by Chinese soldiers paid by the bank, 


TELEGRAM RECEIVED IN CIPHER. 


- 
— 


Grom 


BIXTH: All quarantine shall be under supervision 
of Russian doctors. 

The Prince seems to think these terms moderate and 
appears anxious to conclude them. I believe all pre- 


longati on of time will increase Russia’s demands. 


CONGE R, 


iphered by ies Office, September 10, 1903, 10:45 
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PEKIN, CHINA. % 


9th, 108. 


DEPT F STATE!  pypLOMATIC 8 kat. 


Pe 


Secretary of State. 


Subject: The Shanghai sedition cases. 
Acknowledging Department instruction of July 
Soth and correcting an error in the confirmation 


of the legation telegram of July 27th. 


No. /BF%. 


LEGATION OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA, 
PEKIN, CHINA. 


September 9th, 1905. 


I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of Depart 
monte unnumbered instruction of July Soth, eonfirming a 
legation telegram of the 27th with regard to the Sedition 


Cases in Shanghai. 


IT note that in the confirmation of this telegram the 
sense of the message is considerably modified through 
mistaken punctuation. It reads: 

"Safety of the Chinese Government and all foreign inter- 
ests will be greatiy jeopardised if foreign settlements 
on Chinese territory can be an asylum for perpetrators 


of crime against the Govermeat, ue re to 


agreement between the Consuls and local authorities. 


I advise the surrender of those who plead guilty or are 


convicted by the Mixed Court. “ 
It should read as follows: "Safety of the Chinese 
Government and all foreign interests will be greatly 


jeopardized 
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jeopardized if foreign settlements on Chinese territory 
can be an asylum for perpetrators of crime.against the 
Government. Having due regard to agreement between the 
Gonmuis and ical authorities, I advise the surrender 


of those who plead guilty or are convicted by the Mixed 
Court. 
I have the honor to be, 
Sir, 


Your obedient servant, 
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| 3 September 9, 1903, 
nO! "SORE Received 3:08 a. 
Secretary of State, 


Washington. ER REL: 1908 


Recent examinations by Commander Ward of the 
United States Navy and others show conclusively that 
Tatungkou, because of the lack of water and low maddy 
banks, is practically unapproachable at low tide. Antung 
an important city at crossing principal Manchurian-Korean 
road twenty miles further up the river has good banks, much 
more water, and should be Opened instead of Tatungkou. Ad- 
miral Evans strongly recommends it. I have conferred with 
the Prince and asked the substitution in our treaty. He 
has no objection, but will confer with his colleagues and 


answer definitely in a few days. De you approve? 
: CONGER. 


UL 6 8 ¢ | 
Cole af 

OCT 17 1903 | 

E UNITED SKATES OF AMERICA, * 


— September 9th, 1903. 


| Secretary af State. 


ort 17 190? FOR RELS, 1903. 


Secretary of State. 


Subjeét: The new Treaty Ports in Manchuria. 
The importance of substituting Antung for 
Ta tung ou, Reports on the subject. 
Disadvantages of Tatungkou. The Japanese 
want both ports opened. 
Conference with Prince Ch“ ing explaining the 
reasons for desiring this change. Noncommittal 
reply. Antung was formerly known as Saho. 
Referring to Legation Despatch No. 1574 of 
August 23. Confirming Legation telegrap of 
September 9. 


me 
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LEGATION OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA, 
PEKIN, CHINA. 


September 9th, 1903. 


19035 
To the Honorable FOR RELS: 


John Hay, 
Secretary of State, 
Washington, D. C. 
Sir: 

I confirm overleaf gy telegram of this date regarding 
the importance bf substituting, in our Treaty, the city of 
Antung in place of Ta-tung-kou as the Port on the Yalu to 
be opened to foreign trade. 

Referring to my despatch Wo. 1574, of August 25rd, on 
the same subject, I now enclose copy of an extract from 
the report of the British Officer mentioned. I also en- 
close copy of a letter from Admiral Evans, and respectfully 
refer you to the report of Commander Ward on file in the 
Department of the Navy. 

From all this it will be seen that Ta-tung-kou is a 
flat, low, muddy, unhealthy location, with no facilities 
for bunding or dock building, and is approachable only 
through a ditch which is dry at low mater while Antung has 
twenty feet of water, a mile and a half of better banks, 
is of much more importance, and of better business pronm- 
ise. Its location is higher and healthier, is at the 
crossing of the main route from Manchuria to Korea, and 
seems to be in every way preferable to Ta-tung-kou. 

The Japanese think Antung the more desirable of the 
two, but they desire Ta-tung-kou opened also, believing 
that because of its closer proximity to the anchorage for 
large ships at the delta, it might be very advantageous, 
on occasiongto have the right of entry thereto as an open 


Port. Should we succeed in substituting Antung, I think 


they 


(terigid) snes nelle 


Bar AB, try, 20, gre „ Treaty. 
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fore ote that Antung was the p prener Port to be opened 
a 8 al vlezintteb ewata Dus aouvnael lo” 


and asked shat we agree that in the preparation of the 


1897 14804 


Treaty it shou de Fer instead of eee He 


agreed with es and said he saw no objection to making the 


substitution, but it was a new question, and he would be 


obliged to consult his Colleagues and would give a defin- 
ite reply in a very few days. 
Antung was formerly called GSaho, but in 1877 it was 
made a "Hsien" city and named Antung. 
I have the honor to be, 
Sir, 


Your obedient servant, 
Enclosures; 


1. Copy of extract from British Officer's report. 
2. Admiral Evans to Mr. Conger. 
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Ta-tung-kou. Admiral Evans strongl 
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Enclosure . In Despatch No./$94- 
Extract from British Officer's Report. 

"Ta-tung-kou is a village with about five thousand in- 
habitants, but the population is migratory, and during the 
winter is about half this number. It is not at the mouth 
of the river. The Chinese character for Kou is not "Mouth" 
but "Diteh," the village being approached by a winding 
ditch about twenty to fifty yards broad and two miles 
long, Which is dried up at low water.. It is the place 
where all the timber from the Yalu is collected previous 
to being shipped, and there is a Chinese Custom House 
there. The place where steamers from Chefoo anchor at 
present is about three miles from Ta-tung-kou, and about 
five miles in a direct line from the actual entrance to the 
river. It is surrounded by low-lying, muddy ground, and 
has by no means the amount of trade or importance that 
Antung has. 

Antung, the headquarters of the Hsien, is the most 
important place in these parts, and has a population of 
about seven thousand. It has a most prosperous appear- 
ance and the houses are all of a very superior stamp. It 
is a great shipping and forwarding center, and will no 
doubt in time develop nuch more, as it has a good bund 
with twenty feet of water at low tide, and can, I believe, 
be reached by steamers drawing eight to ten feet. If Ta- 
tung-kou is selected instead of Antung, I think a great 
mistake will be made." 
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8 . 5 
— 1024. In Despateh m0 ./385- 
Admiral Nane te . Conger. 


Commander-in-Chief's Office, 
United states Asiatic Flees 


Flagship Kentucky, 
Chefoo, China, 


8 i ri- 
I. I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of 


your No. 1908 of the 25th ultimo relative to the select- 
ion of the port of Antung Hsien, or Saho, as that to be 
opened upon the Yalu River by the terms of the treaty ) 
which you expect will be signed about Oct. 8, 1905, and 
requesting that I send a gunboat up the Yalu to invest 180 
the situation and furnish you with a report thereon. 

2. In reply I have to inform you that with the objet 
of investigating the conditions in the Yalu and the deter 
mination of the most suitable port for opening to foreign 
trade upon that river, the AUSTRIA was despatched to the 
Yalu early last month and after careful inquiry and in- 
vestigation of the various localities, I am satisfied 
that Saho should, by all means, be the port selected and 
no other port should be acc epted as a substitute for Saho. 

3. Heut. Commander Marsh who left last night for 
Peking has been furnished with a copy of the reportrof 

the Commanding Officer of the AUSTRIA which will be 
delivered to you. 
Very respectfully, 
(Signed) R. D. ans, 
Roar Admiral, D. 8. Navy, 
‘Commander-in-Chiet, 8 


United States ‘Asiatic — 
The Minister of the United — 


Peking. 
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LEGATION OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA, 
| PEKIN, CHINA. 


ths 80 September 9th, 1903. 
‘FRECIO.S 


: 


— 


„«%b 


Secretary of State. ura si, 


Subject: The Louisiana Purchase Exposition. Rules re- 


gulating the admission of Chinese. Correspond- 
ence with the Poreign Office. 
Acknowledging Department Instruction No. 696 


ef July 20th. 
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LEGATION OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA, 
PEKIN, CHINA. 


beer 9th, 1908. 
To the Honorable 
Jonn Hay, 
8 of State, 


Washington, D. C. 


I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of De- 
partment Instruction No. 696 of July 20th, with regard 


to the regulations governing the admission of Chinese 


to the Louisiana Purchase Exposition. On receipt of this, 


Te — 


T sent a note to the Foreign Office, as directed, a copy 


of which I enclose together with a copy of the reply. 
I have the honor to be, 
Sir, 


Your obedient servant, 


„ 


7 . 
1. Mr. Conger to Prince Ch'ing,September 4th, 1905. 


8. Poreign Office to Mr. Conger, September Sth, 1903. 


Enclosure No.f In Despatch No. / 
mr. Conger to Mine Ch'ing. 
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No. 544. 


Legation of the Snited States of America, 
Peking, September 4th, 1905. 
Your Imperial Highness: bia 

I have the honor to inform Your Imperial Highness 
that Some time since I received through the Inspector 
General of Customs a copy of a translation into Chinese 
of certain Regulations adopted by my Government, having 
reference to the admission of Chinese persons to the 
United States to take part in the Louisiana Purchase R- 
position, and my attention was called to the complaint of 
certain Chinese merchants and officials that the Regulat- 
ions appeared to them to be discourteous. 

I thereupon telegraphed to the State Department at 
Washington, calling attention to t his feeling on the 
part of Chinese efficials and others and have now receivd 
instructions from the Department, directing me to com- 
municate to Your Imperial Highness the substance of 4 
report upon the subject made by the Secretary of Commerce. 

The Secretary of Commerce states that the said Regu- 
lations do not affect officials of the Chinese Government, 
who with their body and household servants are ex ent ed 
from the provisions of the Act restricting the admission 
of other Chinese persons to the United States. As evid- 
ence that this is the interpretation put by the Treasury 
Department upon the Regulations referred to he calls at- 
tention w the fact that by the instructions of the Trea- 
sury Department Mr. Wong K'ai~kah, Assistant Commissioner 
of fhe Chinese Government to the said Exposition, his 
servants, personal attendants, and the mechanics who are 
engaged in constructing dul ldizg s for the Chinese Govern- 
ment on the grounds of th e Exposition, were all admi tt ed 
 withow 


Seti on dotaqeed al v. eon oT ανẽõi· o | 
t do on of %, . xi 


„ee ck 


-S0ltemA to 8e ee ed? to nolsagel 
~SO0C@L Ae ted tees 8% 
tesemigth Taten wor 
esendigth LAT woY atotat of tomod ed? evad I . 
tosoeqanI edd dawotds bevteoet I eomte emt? emote g 
ezentdd ofnt mottalensi? 8 To de g amovenD to Lstened 
A vn ,jmcemmrwvod yw yd betqgobs anolétaiugeh altatieo To 
ed? of @moeteq esentdd to aolesiabs ed? oF eome tele 
“xi Sao mn anatelwol edi ak d1sq eis? of setate bestia 
to tatsiqmoo ed? of beliso aaw gone ya bas .nmolileog 
~talugeH ed? tad? eistoltto bas etnasdotem seeatdd alsiteo 
-evoetiwooelbh ed of medi of beiseqgs anol 
ta tnemfisqed e828 edt oF betigqetgelt[e? anogveted? I 
oft oo gaifeet eft at of goes antifsoe ,moiguides¥ 
Sviecet won sve Bas stedio bas elstoltte ssenxtdd to g 
moo of em gntioetltb „ ens ted ed? mort anolsoursent 
8 To eonatedue ed? esentigtH Isttegnsl wor of etsolauma 
.cotemmo00 to tete toe ef? yd oba foetdue ef? god ttoget 
“une Dae ed? tad? dea ens To teste tees er 
_tremrtevo® saentdd edt to @Lstottto seele ton ob 6081 
betquexe ets Sinavies blodeawod bas ybod Tens ditw ow 
notes iu be edt gattotizeet tel ed? to emoletvotg ed? mort 
~bive eA .aetst® betiaU ed? of ancetsq eaentdd % to 
unn 0 id vd tuq nottsierqretat ed? et ald? tad? eone 
~$s ae ed of derte tet enolsainugeH ed? coq nem tsqed 
Sent edt to sos onen edt vd tad? est ed? d notine? 
torotectmoD tassetead „-a A ¹⁰,ẽ ñ n tae? isqed (we 
etd notes tec bise edt of guete vob esentdd edt to 
018 odw eotassdoem ed? bas ,8tasbuetés Lanceteq e w 
-e vob seentdd edt 10% e gttbLind antfouttemos at begagne 
do ttiabs [fs Ster gots ts dens Yo bot ed? mo Ses 
vont 


2 

without any other proof of their right to land than the 
credentials of their Government. 
Smee the 1st of July last the Bureau of Immigration 
has been under the control of the Department of Commerce 
instead of the Treasury Department as heretofore, and 

the Secretary of Commerce calls attention also to the 
modification of the Regulations mentioned above, from whim 
it appears that merchants desiring to mke an exhibit of 
their wares at the said Exposition shall not be required 
to furnish bonds nor to remin continuously at the - 
position as originally provided in the Regulations, It 
is requir ed however in order to their admission to the 
United States that they shall present a certificate from 
their Government to the effect that they are merchants 
making such a display and that such certificate shall be: 
visaed by the United States diplomatic or Consular officer 


at the port of departure. 


Trusting that Your Imperial Highness will take such 
steps as may be necessary to correct the misunéerstand- 
ing thet has prevailed with respect to these Regulations 
and to give publicity to the modifications that have been 
made in them, I avail myself of the opportunity to renew 
to Your er 131 Highness the assurance of my highest 
Consideration : 

(Signed) . K. Conger, 
I. I. 4 K. P. of the 
United States. 
To His Imperial Highness, Prince of ch! ing, 
President of the Board of Foreign Affairs. 
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Enclosure No.Q In Despatch No. / 394. 
The Foreign Office to Mr. Conger. 

We have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of Yow 
Excellency's note, saying that a short time ago you had 
received through the Inspector General of Customs a Chinese 
translation of the Regulations governing the admission of 
Chinese to the United States to take part in the St. Louis 
Exposition, and that you had at once telegraphed to the 
Department of State of your country, and had just received 
a communication from the Department, that the Regulations 
were now amended a little, and that you hoped we would 
give notice of the changes made. 

Our Board has severally instructed those concerned in 
accordance with the conterts of your note. Aside from 


this, as in duty bound, we send this reply to Your Ex- 


cellency for your information. 


We avail ourselves of the opportunity to wish you the 
compliments of the day. 


Cards enclosed. 


Seventh Moon, 17th Day. 
(Sept. Sth, 1903.) 
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STATES OF AMERICA, 
„CHINA. 


tember 10th, 1903. 
Secretary of State. 


Secretary of State. 


Subject: The Russians in Manchuria. Further demands pres- 
ented by the Russian Minister. Prince Ch'ing 
seems favorably disposed. The Japanese caution 
him against accepting. Comments on the demands. 
If granted Russian troops will be planted per- 
manently throughout Manchuria. Confirming Lega- 


tion telegram of September 9th. 
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LEGATION OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA, 
PEKIN, CHINA. 


September 10th, 1905, 


To the Honorable 
John Hay, 
Secretary of State, 
Washington, D. C. 


I have the honor to confirm overleaf my telegram of 
the 9th instant. 

The Japanese Minister came to me on that day and said 
that in an interview on the Sth, while pressing Prince Ch'ing 
for information as to the present condition of negotiations 
with Russia, the Prince had reluctantly told him that Mr. 
Lessar had recently informally presented to him the condi- 
tions named in my telegram, and that he(Prince Ch'ing)had ex- 
pressed his opinions that the terms were quite moderate, and 
he seemed to be quite ready to accept them. The Japanese 
Minister has since telegraphed them home, and yesterday, by 
direction of his Government, warned Prince Ch'ing of the great 
danger of their acceptance by China, 

You will obeerve that the conditions postpone the 
withdrawal from the Province of Kirin four months longer, 
whereas by their agreement it was to have been evacuated 
last April, and the Province of Hei Lung Chiang for one year, 
when it was to be surrendered October Sth, prox. The provisions 
for controlling and guarding the wharves and telecraphs along 
the Sungari River and the important highway from  Tei-tei- 
har, on the railway north to the Siberian border, on the 
Amoor River, together with the provision for Chinese soldiers 
under Russian pay and control at all the Russo-Chinese Banks, 
in effect plant Russian troops permanently all over Manchuria. 

The extension of time, however, is the worst feature 
of the conditions, because it gives Russia a whole year to 

formulate 
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which, instead of permanent evacuation, may result in their 
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tion of a portion or all of the territory already sur- 
+ te 28 eserags’. ton gat nd ond AM 


2 eh or? beziiewiwe vilamotal ead deer mateaul 


I have the honor to be, 
~{ onbigced® eonalad To rottanoare ben To notes tbroo 


Sir 
rene att To aye... emi? ec? ,sa1tt .eonl 


Your obedient servant, 
of ,brese® .taey ete araicdd sand pr "to bea edinom a0 


nelle? bra seoviatw en? IIA * pute? Jer nase 10T wis of 

bre leine saleewh eden ed Ine ern itasaw? ere anols 

zar most yawopin exT ,d?awo® eqoovs Fates ve Sebtauz 

.eiesvlt vc beliouznos sd Late denedetesyvonalt of tad-te! 
vo Bebtaws ec Ifa 


‘Ne aentftnatas 


~tennoD (ernte 


Telegram sent (Cipher) 
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Russian Minister has informally 1 the f ne as 
,e¢d oF tonod end X 
conditions of immediate ie He balance Shengking Brov- 


inee. First, the time of’ « n of Kirin to be extende 
,fnaevies tnelbedo woY 
four months and of Hei Lung Chiang one year. » Mo lan- 


. territory anid be Aeg under any circumstances 
to any for@ign Power, Third, All the wharves and telegraphs 
along the Sungari River shall be under Russian control and 
guarded by Russian troops. Fourth, The highway from Tsi- 
tesi-har to Blagovyeshehensk shall be controlled by Russia. 


Fifth, All Russian-Chinese banks shall be guarded by Chinese 
soldiers, paid by the bank. Sixth, All quarantine shall be 


under supervision of Russian doctors. The Prince seems to 
think these terms moderate and appears anxious to conclude 
them. I believe all prolongation of time will increase 
Russian demands. 

(Signed) Conger. 
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LEGATION OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA, 
PEKIN, CHINA. ; 


} OwLOiALG 


tember 10th, 1905 
OCT 17 1903 Bins N ‘ 


BY — * 
Ss. REAU. 5 Secretary of State. : 2 


Subject: The Board of Commerce. Recently created by 


Imperial edict. The officials in charge. 


Their records. 
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LEGATION OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA, 
PEKIN, CHINA, 


September 10th, 1905, 
To the Honorable 
Zohn Hay, 
Secretary of State, 


Vashington, D. C. 


I have the honor to tranemit herewith the translation 


of an Imperial Miet, issued recently, creating a Board 


of Commerce, and appointing the controlling officers, to- 
gether with a brief account of their previous records by 
Mr. Williams. 

The Prince will probably act merely as a figure head, 
leaving the work to the others. 

The chose of Wu t*ing fang is a good one, and it 
will serve to make up to him, in a measure, for the rather 
ignominious treatment which he has met with ever since 
his return te Ghina. Chen pi has nothing to recommend 
him, and owes his appointment solely to the fact that 
he is in favor at court. 

While speaking with Prince ch“ ing about the estabd- 
lishment of this new board, I told him of our own recent) 


created Department of Commerce, a coincidence which seemed 


to 


I have the honor to be, 


Sir, 


Your obedient servant, 


Bnclosure as stated. 
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_ Baclosure No. In Despateh No. 755 
Imperial Béict, 
September 7th, 1903. 
eeeeeeveeces 

How that the commerce is being encouraged, it de- 
comes necessary to establish a Board of Commerce. We 
appoint Teai Chen te the post of President of the Board 
of Commerce. Wu T'ing-fang is appointed First Vice 
President of the Board of Commerce. Ch'en-pi is sppoint- 
n Second Vice President of the Board of Commerce. 

Let the said Presidet and Vice Presidents make satis 
factery arrangements for the managemat of the mtters 
that fall te the contrel eof the Board, and report ina 
memorial. 

"Respect This. 

Ceveeeceseoseseees 
Tsai-chen - Sen of Prince ching is himself a Prince of 
the Fourth Order. Was appointed Special Bmbassador to a 
attend the Corenatien of Bdward vil of Great Britain, and 
visited the United States omhis way to China. 


Wu Z*ing-fang) At present one of the Treaty Commissioners 
negotiating Commercial Treaties at Shanghai. Recently Mir 
ister te the U.8. etc. Pormerly a British subject educaté 
in Hongkong and Great Britain. A British Barriester. Ws 
introduced to Chinese public life by Li Hung-chang. Ac- 
companied him to Japan te negotiate Treaty of Shimonoseki. 
Recently given a subordinate post as one of the Under-Sec 
retaries ef Foreign Office. 


Ch'en-pi.- At present Prefect of Shun-t'ien Pu (otherwise 
Governor of Peking). Noted fer his anti-foreign senti- 
ments at the time of the "Boxer" out-break. Has held no 
important office previous to that of Prefect; was a Super- 
intendent of Police in Péking for a time. 
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LEGATION OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA, 
PEKIN, CHINA. 


Mr. Conger to the 


Secretary of State. 


Subject? The Shanghai sedition cases. 


Confirming Department telegrams of August 7, 


August 15, and August 20. 


Referring to Legation despatch Bo. 1577 of 


August 31. 
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LEGATION OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA, 
PEKIN, CHINA. 


September 10th, 1903. 


To the Honorable 
John Hay, 
Secretary of State, 
| Washington, D. 0. 
Art 
Referring te my despatch No. 1377 of August ist, 
last, I have the honor to confirm telegrams received 
from the Department concerning the Sedition Cases in 
Shanghai, as follows: 
"Washington, August 7th, 19035. 
Conger, Minister, 
Peking. 
Seventh. Confidential. Proposed guarantee if evaded 
could not be enforced. You should withhold consent un- 
less Consular Court of Shanghai find evidence sufficient 
to conviet of heinous crime done in the foreign settile- 
ment. Such evidence should not be less than would prima 
facie warrant surrender, if our case were one of extra- 
Gition. You should instruct Consul General in this sens 
and advise him not to give refuge to any more Chinese 
subjects charged with crime. 
(Signed) Adee, Acting." 


—U—U —w— —— —— — — ſ— . — — — ũ —— oe — 


‘Washington, August 18th, 1903. 


Fifteenth. On mature examination of Shanghai the 
Department of State is of the opinion that you are not 
dong et ent to concur in any order of surrender or to inter- 
fere in any way with the procedure agreed upon: namely, 
trial by Mixed Court, and upon conviction imposition of 
appropriate sentence to be carried out in the s ettlement. 


faultless sentence, so that good faith shall be shown 
and the international settlement not become asylum for 
sedition ani incitement to criminal acts. 

(Signed) Loomis, Acting.* 


— T — om — — D 


"Wash ington, August 20th, 1903. 
Conger, Minister, 
Peking. 
Referring to telegram of 15th relative to attitude 
of this Government in sedition cases, you will assure 
Chinese Governmait that while unable to comply with 


request, this Government will give no support 


ite 
1 
or protection to treas enable schemes of Chinese subjects. 


Case must not be made precedent or excuse for shelter of 
treason conspiracy against Chinese Government in settle- 
ment. 
(Signed) Adee, Acting.* 
I have the honor to be, 
Sir, 


Your obedient servant, 
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LEGATION OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA, 


PEKIN, CHINA. BUR EA) 


September 10th, 1903. 
„ 


EF CLERK, 
T 17 1908 


ment of State, : 


. Conger to the 


Secretary of State. 


Subject: Dates on Telegrams. Request that the date. be 


embodied in the message. Reasons for this. 
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LEGATION OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA, 
PEKIN, CHINA, 


September 10th, 1903. 
To the Honorable 
John Hay, 
Secretary of State, 
Washington, D. C. 
Sir: 

I have the honor to request that in all important 
telegrams to this Legation the date of sending be embodied 
in the message itself. As it now stands they are headed 
"Given in at Washington," then a date and hour are given 
which, as a matter of fact, is the time at which they are 
dispatched from Manile to Hongkong. In consequence of 
this they usually reach us hours before the time they are 
supposed to have been handed in. 

a This might lead to a misunderstanding at some critical 
moment. 
I have the honor to be, 
Sir, 


Your obedient servant, 
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LEGATION OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA, . 


: 
PEKIN, CHINA, BUR FAHR 


September 12th, 1903. 


State. 


The new Commercial Treaty. Final preparations 
for its signature. Precautions to insure against 
delay. 

Confirming Department telegram of September 


nd, and Legation telegram of September Srd. 
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LEGATION OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA, 
PEKIN, CHINA. 


September 12th, 1903. 


To the Honorable 
John Hay, 
. Secretary of State, 
Vashington, D. C. 


Sir: 


t Fier 0 OV! 
I confirm overleaf your telegram of September 2nd, 


and mine of the Srd, concerning the necessity of urgency in 
the conclusion of, and preparation for signing the Treaty. 

Our Commissioners at Shanghai had already been con- 
municated with, and I at once urged Prince ch! ing to send 
the necessary instructions to the Chinese Commissioners, and 
to see to it that they were duly equipped with power to sign, 
so that there might be no possible delay to the completion 
of the transaction on the date fixed. 

I enclose correspondence with him on the subject, and 
will do my best to bring about a conclusion of the matter on 
October Sth. 

I have the honor to be, 
Sir, 


Your obedient servant, 


Mr. Conger to Prince Ch'ing, September Srd, 1903. 
Prince Ch'ing to Mr. Conger, September 6th, 1903. 
Mr. Conger to Prince Ch'ing,September 12th, 1903. 
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LEGATION OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA, 
PEKIN, CHINA. 


September 12th, 19035, 


To the Honorable 
471 Har, 
| ‘Secretary of State, 
| Washington, D. C. 


= fe » > 
confirm overleaf your telegram of September 2nd, 


and mine of the dra, _ Concerning the necessity of urgency in 
the conclusion of, pn preparation for signing the Treaty. 

Our Commissioners at Shanghai had already been com- 
municated with, and I at once urged Prince ch“ ing to send 
the necessary instructions to the Chinese Commissioners, and 
to see to it that they were duly equipped with power to sign, 
so that there might be no possible delay to the completion 
of the transaction on the date fixed. 

I enclose correspondence with him on the subject, and 
will do my best to bring about a conclusion of the matter on 
October Sth, 

I have the honor to be, 
Sir, 


Your obedient servant, 


Mr. Conger to Prince Ch'ing, September Srd, 1903. 
Prince Ch'ing to Mr. Conger, September 6th, 1903. 
Mr. Conger to Prince Ch'ing,September 12th, 1903. 


Telegram received (Cipher) 
Washington, September 2nd, 1905. 
Conger, Peking. 

Chinese Minister has formally netisios us engagement 
for October 8th. Commissioners Shangha! should be informed 
by you and the Chinese Government respectively. Treaty shoul; 
be engrossed at once to avoid popesese delay in signature on 
the day fixed. The completion of this important transaction 
will require your utmost vigilance and energy. 

(Signed) Hay. 


Telegram sent (Cipher) 
Peking, September Srd, 1905. 


Sees tate, 
Washington. 
Third. I have received your telegram of the second 
and will comply with your instructions. 
(Signed) Conger. 
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Enclosure No./ In Despatch No. /3@/, 
Mr. Conger to Prince Ch'ing. 
Legation of the United States of America, 
Peking, September Srd, 1903. 
your Imperial Highness: 

It having been definitely agreed that our Treaty shall 
be Signed on October 8th next, and the Government of the Un- 
ited States having been formally notified of this engagement 
by the Chinese Minister in Washington, I have the honor to 
inform Your Imperial Highness that my Government has instruct- 


to sign 
ed its Commissioners,on that day. I shall, therefore, as 


one Of the Commissioners, proceed to Shanghai, and be there 
for that purpose on the day named. The Treaty should be en- 
crossed at once in order to avoid any possible delay in the 
signature on the day fixed. The Commissioners of the United 
States at Shanghai have been instructed to give their atten- 
tion to this at once. 

I take it for granted that Your Imperial Highness has 
notified the Chinese Commissioners of this agreement to sign 
on October Sth, and, if not already done, I beg Your High- 
ness to wire them the necessary instructions as to immediate 
engrossment, and see to it that they are duly and fully 
equipped with the necessary powers to sign, so that the prom- 
ise of Your Highness may be strictly carried out, and the im- 
portant transaction completed at the time we have agreed upon. 

Trusting that Your Imperial Highness will share with 
me an appreciation of the very great importance of this mat- 
ter, I improve the opportunity to improve to Your Imperial 
iighness the assurance of my highest consideration. 

(Signed) F. E. Conger, 
. B. &M. P. of the 
United States. 


to His Imperial Highness, Prince of Ch'ing, 
President of the Board of Foreign Affairs. 
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Enclosure No. 2 In Despatch 10. / 30 
Prince Ching to Mr. Conger. 


5. 0. No. 557. 


I have the honor to reply te Your Excellency's Des- 
patch of the 15th of the Seventh Moon, XX1X Year of Kuang 
h su, (Sept. 4th, 1903) saying that it had been agreed 
some time ago that on the 8th of October the Commercial 
Treaty being negotiated by our two countries should be 
Signed, that Your Excellency was one of the Treaty Com- 


missioners and proposed to go te Shanghai on pyrpose to 
sign the Treaty on that day, that this Treaty ought to 
be engrossed beforehand so as to avoid any failure at the 
time set, and that you hoped that I would memorialize and 
request the early granting to the Chinese Treaty Con- 
missioners full power te sign. 

As to this matter, Some time ago owing to the repeat- 
ed representation by Your Excellecy of your honorable 
Govermment's desire to have the opening of the two ports 
of Moukden and Ta-tung-kou provided for in the Commercial 
Treaty, I assented that we should wait until the 8th of 
October of the present year, when a clause providing for 


the opening by China herself of the two ports mentioned 


should be inserted in the Treaty and that the completed 
Treaty should be signed at the same time., concerning 
which I sent a despatch to Yeur Excella@cy, all of which 
is a matter of record. 

My assenting that the complete Treaty should be 
Signed at the same time meant that if the complete text 
of the Treaty should be satisfacterjly agreed upon before- 
hand, tha it would be necessary to wait until the Sth 
of October when the clause providing for the opening of 
the ports should be inserted in the Treaty, after which 
it should be signed. At present although the Commissiam 
ers of our two countries at Shanghai have satisfactorily 
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agreed upon the Treaty, generally speaking, there are 
clauses in several of thé Articles which still need to 
be carefully considered. I have already telegraphed, 
urging the Treaty Commisd oners at Shanghai to quickly 
come to an agreement. If the entire Treaty shall be 
completely agreed upon before the 8th of October, the 
of course I must memorialize and pray for the granting 
to the Treaty Commisd oners by Imperial Edict complete 
power to sign. If at that time the complete text of the 


Commercial Treaty shall not have been entirely agreed 


upon, then we can not but postpone the date a little. 
As in duty bound, I send this despatch in reply to 


Your Excellency for your information. 


A Necessary Despatch. 


Kuanghsu XX1X Year, Seventh Moon, 15th Day. 
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Enclosure No.3 In Despatch No. /39/ 
ur. Conger to Prince Ch'ing. 
Legation of the United States of America, 
Peking, September 12th, 1903. 
tour Imperial e 
I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of Your 
Imperial Highness' despatch of the 6th instant, in the last 
clause of which you ony: "If at that time the complete text 


of the Commercial Treaty shall not have been entirely agreed 
upon, then we cannot but postpone the date a little." 

In reply I have to say that my Government esteems it 
of great importance that the Treaty shall be signed on the 
8th of October, and there is so little to be done to complete 
the negotiations, that there can be no reasonable excuse for 
the delay of even a few days after the date agreed upon. I 
therefore again venture the hope that Your Imperial Highness 


will upon your part, as I shall upon my own, see to it that 


everything possible is done to bring about the signature on 


the 8th of October. 


I avail myself of the opportunity to renew to Your 


Imperial Highness the assurance of my highest consideration. 


(Signed) BE. K. Conger, 


Envoy Extraordinary and 


Minister Plenipotentiary of 


the United States. 
To His Imperial Highness, 


Prime of Ch'ing, Chinese Foreign Office. 
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September 16th, 1995, 


Mr. Conger to the 


Secretary of State. 


Subject: Wilbur r. orneey, Marshal of the Geneuker Court 
of the United States at Puchau, China, gert tied 
copy of his bend received. 

Acknowledging Department Instruction No. 702 


of August 7th, 1903. 
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LEGATION OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA, 
PEKIN, CHINA. 


Sep teanar Sth, webs. 
To the Honorable 
John Hay, 
1 ef State, 
Washington, D. . 
sir: 
I have the honor to acknowledge the repeigt of De~ 
partment instruction No. 702 of August mn, treneqit ting: 
a certified copy of the bond of Wilbur r. airapey «as 


Marshal of the Consular Court of the United tate at 


7 — 


Puchau, China. 


I have the honor to de, 
Sir, 


Your obedient servant, 


BUREAU. 


OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA, 
PEKIN, CHINA. 


September 216%, 1905. 
TATE DIPLOMATIC BUREAU 


8 


wr. Cenger te the 


Secretary ef State. 


Subject: Transmitting duplicate copies of Oupgems Gazette. 
No. CXXXV111, April-June, 1903. 


(Despatch No. 1525 of June 16th, 3904.4 
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LEGATION OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA, 
PEKIN, CHINA. 


dbaker Zist, Leos, 
fe the Henerable 
John Hay, 
Secretary of State, 


Washingten, D. C. 


Referring te despatch Ne. 1526 of June 66h, 1905, 1 
hawe the honor te transmit, under separate cover, @uplicate 
eepies of Custems Gazette Ne. CXXXV111, April-June, 2905, 
le-Statistical Series Ne. 2, published by order wf the Inapedt~- 
oF General ef the Chinese Imperial Maritime Customs. 
I have the honer te be, 
Sir, 


Tour bedient servent, 


Nele sure: 


Under separate cever as above. 


TELEGRAM RECEIVED IN CIPHER. 


STATET=4—- 


September 23, 1903. 


Received 8:08 a. m. 


Prince Ching called yesterday. Confirmed 
the Russian demands telegraphed to you on the 9th. 


Said China could not consent to them; hence it was 


certain that Russia would not evacuate October 8th. 


He asked if in that case the United States would, at 
the request of the Chinese Government in the interest 


of China and international interests concerned, use 


its good offices at St. Petersburg to effect some 
: . I replied that if at that 


satisfactory settl 


time such request shou 4 be made I would transmit it 


to pou, but could give no asburance that our inter- 
national relations and ROPER would permit such 
intercession. He said that he would undoubtedly make 
the request. 

CONGER. 
C.C's Office, September 23, 1903. 9:35 
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September 23rd, 1903. 


— DIPLOMATIC BUREAU 
DEPT OF STATE 
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. Conger te the — 


Secretary ef State. 


Subject: New Treaty Perts in Manchuria. tung instead of 
Ta-tung-keu. 
Confirming Legation telegram of September 12th and 


Department reply of September 12th. 
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LEGATION OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA, 
PEKIN, CHINA. 


September 25rd, 
* the Heneradble, 


John Hay, 
Secretary of State, 
Washingten, D. C, 


Sire 


1 have the honor te cenfirm, below, Legation telbegran 
ef September 12th and Department reply ef September 12th, with 
regard te the substitutien eof Antung for Ta-tung-kew in the 
new Cemmercial Treaty. 
Telegram Sent. (Cipher). . 
Peking, September 12th, 2905. 
Secatate, Washingten. 


Twelfth. Chinese Government consents to substitute 


Autun for Ta-tung-keu. 


Telegram Received. (Cipher). 
Washington, September 12th, 1905. 
Conger, Peking. 

Twelfth. Answering your telegrams 4th, 9th, and th, 
the draft Article is approved, substituting Antung instead of 
Ta-tung-keu. This change is gratifying. 

(Signed) Adee. 
I have the henor te be, 
Sir, 


Yeur ebedient servant, 


© LEGATION OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA, 


Mr. Conger to the 


Subject: 


ö b * ‘ ty é 
| DiPLULaaA 10 ; 


oct 27 1903 


PEKIN, CHINA. BUREAU 


September 23rd, 1903. 


| * N 7 
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Secretary of State. 


2 
ca 


Arrival at Peking of Mr. Bailey Willis, for the 
purpose of geological exploration. His opinion 
as to the possibility of obtaining artesian 

water for the Legation. Request that he be dir- 


ected to make an official report thereon. 
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LEGATION OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA, 
PEKIN, CHINA. 
September 23rd, 1903. 
To the Honorable 
John Hay, 
Secretary of State, 
Washington, D. C. 


As the Department is already aware, Mr. Bailey Willis 

is now in Bastern Asia on a geological exploration for the 
Carnegie Institution of Washington. 

I have taken the opportunity during his stay in Peking 
to interrogate him as to the possibility, in his opinion, 
of successfully obtaining artesian water here. He informs 
me that tren date which he has at hand, it would be in- 
possible for him to give an opinion, but he says that by an 
investigation of the plains in connection with the con- 
tour and formation of the mountains which adjoin them, he 
could make an approximate estimate of the possibility of 
obtaining such a supply of water. 

The question of the future water supply for our new 
Legation, and, in fact, for the whole Legation quarter, is 
one of such vital importance, that I am wondering if it is 
not possible, through your influence, to secure guthority 
from the Carnegie Institution, or from the Geological Sur- 
vey, for Mr. Willis to investigate the subject and make an 
official report thereon, 

Mr. Willis says that he is quite willing at en oppor- 
tune time to make the investigation, and that it Would probd- 
ably occupy his time for about one week. I shall be very 
glad to receive reply by return mail, so that I gay commun- 
icate with Mr. Willis before he finally leaves North China. 

I have the honor to be, 
| Sir, 


Your obedient servant, 


2 ~ 5 7 7 
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TELEGRAM RECEIVED IN CIPHER. | 
DIPLOMATIC BUREAU od 
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| 2 es September 24, 1903. 
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Secretary of State, FOR RELS. 1903 
Washington. 


Received 8:16 a. m. 


24th. Your telegram of the 25rd received. Tour 
instructions by telegraph r August 15th were complied 
with. The Prince has again verbally promised that treaty 
shall be signed October 8th. I will decline his request 


as instructed. 


CON GE R. 


hered by C.C's Office, September 24, 1903. 9:35 
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Mr. Conger to the 


Secretary of State. 


Subject: The situation in Manchuria. Prince ch ing calls 


at the Legation, details the new Russian demands, 
which he had refused, and requests good offices 
of the United States at St. Petersburg. Reply 
declining to interfere but suggesting course of 
action. China to wait till October Sth, then, if 
necessary, appeal to Powers interested. Condi- 
tions upon which his request may be transmitted 
to Washington. Signature of the Treaty insisted 
upon. Promise to sign on October 8th not depend- 


ent on the action of Russia. The Chinese Com- 


missioners have already received full powers. 
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LEGATION OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA, 
PEKIN, CHINA. 


September 24th, 1903. 


| 
To the Honorable 
John Hay, 
Secretary of State, 
Washington, D. C. 


I have the honor to confirm overleaf your telegram 
of the 23rd, and mine of the 25rd and 24th. 

Prince Ch'ing called at the Legation on the 22nd and 
said he had come to advise with me as to the Manchurian sit- 
vation. He detailed to me the Russian demands substantially 
as I wired them to you on the 9th instant, the acceptance 
of which he had categorically refused, and was certain, in 
consequence, that Russia would not withdraw on October 8th. 


He enquired if I would not ask my Government to use its 


good offices at St. Petersburg to bring about the evacua- 
tion as promised, because international, as well as Chinese 
interests, were being seriously affected by the continued 
Russian occupation, and that there was danger of Russia's 
forcible annexation of Manchuria in consequence of China's 
persistent refusal of the demands. 

I replied that I did not think my Government would 
be willing, nor did I think it wise, to interfere at the 
present moment, but would suggest that China reply to Russia 
that she had solemnly agreed to evacuate on October 8th on 
terms proposed by herself, and that China had a right to 
expect, and must insist, that that agreement be faithfully 
carried out; after which, any new demands desired could be 
taken up and considered. If, however, on October 8th 
Russia did not evacuate and still persisted in her extrava- 
gant demands, requests for intercession of friendly inter- 


ested 


ested Powers. might more N and effectively be made at 
that eee, bal fas nt 2 

fe erte whether or not : thought any of the Powers 
would interfere eit Russia. should attempt ‘formal annexation 
of Manchuria. I replied that that would depend upon so 

many possible conditions and contingencies that 1 deemed it 
best not to express an.opinion. I told him that if on 
October 8th the Russians were 56111 insisting upon compli- 
ance with their new demands as a condition of withdrawal, 
and no unexpected conditions had arisen to prevent, I would, 
if he desired it, transmit to you his request for the use 
of good offices at St. Petersburg. He then said that he 
would continue to refuse their demands, and at that time 
would undoudtedly give me the request to transmit. 

An especial reason for putting it off was to get the 
Treaty signed on the date agreed upon, and this request of 
his has qprertunety given us a new leverage with which to 

compel them to sign; and I should, without your instruction, 
have refused absolutely to transmit the request «wntil after 


signature of the Treaty. 


Without, however, connecting the two things, I asked 


him if full powers had yet been sent to their Treaty Com- 
missioners, and if they would be ready to sign on October 
Sth. He replied that full powers had been sent and that 
they would be ready to sign on the date named. 

I have at all times given Prince Ch'ing to understand 
that the promise to sign the Treaty on October 8th was an 
absolutely unconditional one, dependent in no way upon the 
action of Russia, and that its strict fulfillment would be 
expected. 

I have the honor to be, 
Sir, 
Your obedient servant, 


Telegram sent (Cipher). 


peking, sc wer aa 
Secetate, Washington. 


__ Twenty third. Prince apred to you e "the nat 
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quest of the Chinese Geverneen n th 
and international interests e 92205 ts 
at St. ee to Sg some 


I replied that 1 ‘at that ti Made 

I would transmit it to you, but could give Stone meena 

that our international re lat ene and ' r- 

mit such intercession, He said that he would undoubte 

make the request. | ; 8 n 
(Signed) Conger. 


Telegram received (Cipher). 
Washington, September 25rd, 1905. 


Conger, Peking. : 
Twentythird. Your telegram of the twentythird re- 
ceived, The date for signing completed Treaty, October 
eighth, is abselute, and not contingent on on of Russia. 
This date has been formally accepted by Chinese Governmen: 
and this Govérnmmient notified. ‘Periéd. — my telegraphic 
instruction to you of August fifteenth were ms 876 Pa 


make this clear to Prince ch ing. ‘So et aco 
Period. When Treaty is signed this Government will be in 
much better and stronger position to discuss questions whic. 


may affect its Treaty rights and interests in ‘ae te! You 


will decline to receive request of Prince ch r trans- 


mission here till after signing of Treaty. | 
(Signed) Adee, Acting. 


Teleg am sent (Cipher). 
Peking, September 25th, 1903. 


Secstate, Washington. 

Twentyfourth. Your telegram of the twentythird re- 
ceived. Your instructions by telegraph of August fifteent: 
were complied with. The Prince has again 8 promised 
that Treaty shall be signed October eighth ‘decline 
his request as instructed. 

(Signed) Conger. 


OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA, 
PEKIN, CHINA. 


September 25th, 1903,— 


r 


Mr. Cenger te the 


Secretary of State. 


Subject: Requesting that cepies ef the Consular Regulations 


and Gevernment Salary Tables be sent te the Legatien. 


LEGATION OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA, 
PEKIN, CHINA. 


. September 25th, 1903. 


’ 
Te the Henerable 


Jehn Hay, 
Secretary ef State, 


Washingten, D. C. 


I have the henor te request that a new cepy ef the 
Censular Regulatiens and ene ef the Gevernment Salary Tables 
be sent te t his Legatien fer the benefit ef the Student 
Interpreters. 

I have the hener te be, 
Sir, 


Yeur ebedient servant, 


2 e > eon 
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LEGATION OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA,| yoy 5 1903 


PEKIN, CHINA. 


Kr. Cenger te the 


Secretary ef State. se 1 
8 
N 


BUREAU. | 
September 26th, 1908. 


+ Ge ROE OIPLOMATIC BUREAU 
DEPT OF STATE 4 Kere. 
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Subject: Trabsmitting a cepy ef Regulatiens fer the visite 


ef fereign War vessels at 


the pert ef Tsingtae. 


LEGATION OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA, 
PEKIN, CHINA. 


September 28th, 1905. 


To the Honorable 
John Hay, 
Secretary of State, 
Washington, D. C. 


Sir: 


I have the honor to enclose herewith copy of Regula- 
tions for the visits of foreign war vessels at the Port of 
Tsingtao, which was furnished by the German Legation here. 

I have the honor to be, 
Sir, 


Your obedient servant, 


Enclosure ; 


Regulations as above. 


be lk 
es fe 


23. 07 


Instructions concerning the Regulations Governing 
yoreign Ships of War in German Ports, 

Bec. I. Ships of war, and in general all vessels of 
a Foreign Military Fleet, shall not, without permiea on, 
cross the extreme line of the fortifications of a German 
fortified port, nor ride at anchor in the roadstead in front 
of such a port, nor remain in the port itself. 

Sec. II. Permission shall be given, if it has not 
deen previously asked for through Diplomatic channels by the 
Commanding Officer of the port, or the Officer senior in 
rank. 

Sec. III. Ships of war and vessels of a Military 
Fleet belonging to a Power which is not in a state of war 
with Germany, shall not be required to provide themselves 
with a berni ident 

a/. If they have on board Monarchs, members of Re 1gn- 
ing Families, Presidents of Republics and the persons of 
their suites, or Ambassadors and Ministers aceredited to his 
Majesty, the Emperor; 

vf. If their number, counting those ships of war or 
other vessels of a Military Fleet of the same nation which 
are already either in the roadstead or the port itself, 
does not exceed three, and if the duration of their stay 
within the fortified limits does not surpass fourteen days; 

of. If they are forced by dangers ‘of the sea or on 
account of injuries received to cross the line of the forti- 


fications. 


Berlin, 16 May, 1877. 
(Signed) Willian. 
Prince Bismark. 
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DIPLOMATIC 


LEGATION OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA, nov 5 1903 
PEKIN, CHINA. 


BUREAU. 


September 29th, 1903, 


e DIPLOMATIC BUREAU 
per OF STATE: FB acl Gaulle. 


8 i. 
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eee 
ur. Conger te the dies 3 ap ? 
*. ü , 
Secretary ef State. Ro * 0 i. 
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Subject: Centreversy with the Chinese Pest Office abeut the 
establishment ef demestic rates te the United States 
Pestal Agency in Shanghai. Transmitting a copy of 
a letter frem the American Asseciatien in China. 
Referring te despatches Nes. 1580 and 13581 ef 


August 26th and September 5th. 
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LEGATION OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA, 
PEKIN, CHINA. 


September 29th, 1908. 
; 


To the Honorable 
John Hay, 
Secretary of State, 
Washington, D. C. 
Sir: 

Referring to my despatches Nos. 1580 and 1381, of 
August 26th and September 5th, with regard to the unsat- 
isfactory workings of the new rule of the Postoffice Depart~- 
ment extending domestic rates to the United States Postal 
Agency in Shanghai, I have the honor to enclose a copy of 
a letter on this subject written by the American Association 
im China, to the Consul General in Shanghai, and forwarded 
By him for my information. 

ur. Goainow also writes that he has sent another copy 
te the Postmaster General of the United States. 

I have the honor to be, 
Sir, 


Your obedient servant, 


Bmelosure as stated. 


Enclosure . — In Despatch No. / 8%, 

The American Association of China, 

‘Shanghai, September 14th, 1903. 
Hon. John Goodnow, 
‘Consul General & Postal Agent, 
United States of America. 
Sir: 

The attention of the Committee of the American Associa- 
tion of China has been very forcibly drawn to the action of 
the Chinese Imperial Postal Authorities in the construction 
they place upon the extention of the domestic rates of post- 
age by the U.S. Postal Authorities to the "cities in China 
served through your Agency in Shanghai." The Committee have 
received correspondence showing that the Chinese Imperial 
Postal Authorities in transmitting U.S. mail matter which 
has paid the domestic rate assume that such mail matter is 
short paid and insist upon collecting double postage upon 
letters insufficiently paid. For instance, a letter requiring 
two cents postage under the domestic rate and which formerly 
required five cents is deemed to be three cents short paid 
and therefore the sum of six cents(gold)is collected on 
every such letter. 

The Committee fail to see the necessity of placing this 
construction upon the matter and therefore address you upon 
the subject with the view of enlisting your assistance in 
impressing upon the U.S. Postal Department in the most stren- 
uous manner the necessity of the consummating an arrangement 


with the Chinese Authorities to correct the construction put 


upon the subject by them, as it is in practice an extra tax 


of three cents upon any letter requiring a two cent postage 
instead of being a remittance of that amount. 
The Committee will esteem it highly if you will kindly 


forward their wishes to the proper authorities with a view 
to the speedy aleviation of the hardship put upon those itt? 
zens of the United States in China who receive their mail 
through the medium of the Chinese Imperial Post. 

I have the honor to be, 

Your o ent servant, 
(sgi) A. W. Danforth, 
Hon. Secretary, American Asm ciation of China. 
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OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA, i 


September 29th, 1903. 


Mr. Cenger te the 


Secretary ef State. 


Subject: Menetary reform in China. Transmitting a cepy ef 
a jetter addressed te the Dean ef the Diplematic 
Corps by the Chambers ef Cemmerce ef Hengkeng, 
Shanghai and Tientsin. 


Referring te despatch Ne. 1352 ef July 2lst, 1905. 
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LEGATION OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA, 
PEKIN, CHINA. 


September 29th, 1903. 


; 
To the Honorable 


John Hay, 
Secretary of State, 
Washington, D. C, 


Sir: 


Continuing the subject matter of despatch No. 1552, 
of July st, last, I have the honor to enclose copy of a 
letter addressed to the Dean of the Diplomatic Corps by the 
General Chambers of Commerce of Hongkong, Shanghai, and 
Tientein, urging the importance of monetary reform in this 
Empire, and asking that the Representatives of the Treaty 
Powers lose no opportunity in urging upon the Chinese Gov- 
ernment the imperative necessity of the early establishment 
of a uniform national coinage. 

The Diplomatic Corps, as a body, will take no action 
thereon, and I shall not present the matter to the Chinese 
Govermment until again instructed by you as to the progress 
of the International Commission now at work upon the sub- 
ject. 

I have the honor to be, 
Sir, 


Your obedient servant, 


Enclosure as stated. 


Enclosure %. — In Despatch No./390, 
The Chairmen of the Shanghai, Hongkong, and Tientsin 
general Chambers of Commerce to Mr. Conger. 
Shanghai, August 1903. 
To His Bxeeellency 
E. H. Conger, 
Minister of the United States of America, 
& Doyen of the Diplomatic Corps, 
Peking. 


We, the undersigned Chambers of Commerce of Shanghai, 
Hongkong and Tientsin, respectfully beg to bring to your at- 
tention the serious disabilities under which commerce within 
this country labours, by reason of the violent fluctuations 
in the Gold value of Silver, and the pressing need thereby 
occasioned for the prompt introduction of remedial measures. 

In approaching this subject we are fully aware of the 
difficulties with which it is surrounded, but while in no way 
seeking to minimise these difficulties, we venture to think 
that if the Treaty Powers shew their desire to render to China 
their sympathetic assistance, she may be encouraged to tal 
the initiative in endeavouring to extricate the country from 
the financial confusion into which it has drifted, and to av- 
ert the ruin which further inaction seems to threaten. 

Under clause II of the Treaty recently concluded with 
sreat Britain, China agrees to take the necessary steps to 
provide for a uniform National Coinage, and it is in the ful- 
fillment of this clause of the Treaty(which to be effective 
must include the absorption of the Provincial Mints)that we 
recognize the preliminary step to the much needed reforms. 

It is hardly necessary to point cut how essential it 
is to the Powers carrying on Trade with China, and no less 


china herself, that this question of an uniform coinage, as a 
preliminary step to the establishment of a currency on a Gold 
| basig 
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 pasis, be taken in hand at ome, nor, on the other hand, to 
demonstrate the dangers attendant on delay. It is only too 
vell known by traders that the constant fluctuation of silver, 
converting as it may, a profitable contract into an ultimate 
loss, engenders a feeling of insecurity in all commercial 
transaction which cannot fail to hinder the expansion of trade. 
Moved by these considerations, and feeling confident 
that whatever measures may subsequently be found to be desir- 
able and feasible, the first step is the establishment of a 
National coinage, as provided by the Treaty, we respectfully 
veg that the Representatives of the Treaty Powers in Peking 
lose no opportunity of urging upon the Chinese Government the 


imperative necessity of taking this matter in hand without 


delay. 


We have the honor to be, Sir, 


Your obedient servants, 


Chairman,Shanghai General Chamber of Commerce, 
Chairman,Hongkong General Chamber of Commerce, 


Chairman,Tientsin General Chamber of Commerce. 
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LEGATION OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA, 
PEKIN, CHINA. | CONTE SO 


September Soth, 1903, 


vr. Cenger te the 


Secretary ef State. 


Subject: Perwarding an account fer repairs fer toe official 
sedan chairs belenging te the Legatien. 
Referring te Department Instructien Ne. 699 ef 


July 27th, 1903. 
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LEGATION OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA, 
PEKIN, CHINA. 


September Zoth, 1905. 
To the Honorable 
John Hay, 
Secretary of State, 
Washington, D. C. 


Complying with instructions No. 699 of July 27th 
last, I have expended for recovering, relining, and general 
repairs to the two official sedan chairs owned by this 
Legation, the amount of $169.62, an account of which, sup- 
ported by voucher, I herewith enclose, and have this day 
drawn upon you for the amount. 

know 

I do not, what the first cost of these chairs were 
as they were in the Legation on my arrival, but I have re- 
quested bids from several chair manufacturers, and find that 
two new ones like these, and such as are used by the Min- 
isters of the other Legations, would cost about $290.00 
Mexican each. The chief expense in these chairs is the 
heavy green broadcloth with which they are covered. 

I have the honor to be, 
Sir, 


Your obedient servant, 


Enclosure: 


a 
5 Account as stated. 
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_ LEGATION OF THE UNITED STATES|OF, AMERICA, | 
PEKIN, CHINA. 


woy 19 1993 


Octeber and, 1903, 


Secretary ef State. 


Subj eet: Returning signed indemnity veuchers fer Chinese 


in the empley ef Americans. This acceunt is new 


clesed. 


Referring te Ne. 1359 ef August lst, 1903. 


N J . 
“aS * ö — — 1 * i 
at, ie i ed * * 
P * 2 Ar r 
* f r 


J 


4, - 
2*s s> 4 ~ 
. ä * WW — 
* 4 ~*~ 
sal ** 
a 


are . 
* * * 
4 > a 
) ena 
4 came. wr 
nh 
5 5 
0 * 


LEGATION OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA, 
PEKIN, CHINA. 


October 2nd, 3 


' 
To the Honorable 


John Hay, 
Secretary of State, 


Washington, D. 0. 
sir: 

Referring to my despatch Wo. 1559 of August lst, I 
have the honor to tranemit four more signed vouchers for 
indemnities awarded to Chinese servants of American Citi- 
zens, as follows: 

Native servants of Dr. V. A. P. Martin, 

Kao, (Boy). 

Chang San, (Mafoo). 

Zu Kuei, (2nd Mafoo). 

Li Shusi, (Laundryman), (Should be Li Shun). 

This account is now closed, sixty-eight out of sev- 
enty claimants having been paid, and the other two vouchers 
with the money they called for returned to the Department 
with the despatch referred to. 

I have the honor to be, 
Sir, 


Your obedient servant, 


Enclosures, Vouchers as above (4). 


. 


— Don fe- e. 
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Octeder Bhd, 1965, 


Becretary of State, 


Subject: The Imperial Beard ef Commerce. Cepies ef te 


Imperial edicts en this subject, 
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LEGATION OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA, 
PEKIN, CHINA. 


October 2nd, 1903. 


To the Honorable 
John Hay, 
Secretary of State, 
Washington, D. C. 
sir: 

Referring to despatch No. 1588, of September 10th 
last, concerning the organization of an Imperial Board of 
Commerce, I have the honor to enclose herewith copies of 
two Imperial Edicts upon the same subject, 

and to be, Sir, 


Your obedient servant, 


Enclosures; fe 


1. Imperial Edict of September 26th, 1905. 


2. * * * " * 


nnoelosure 1% In Despatch vo. / 
Imperial Edict of September 26th, 1903, in re estad- 


lishment of Railway, Mining, Agricultural d Manufacturing 


companies. 
The Board of Commerce has memorialized, proposing 
that Railway, Mining, Agricultural, and Manufacturing Com- 


panies should be established in all the provinces, and pray- 


ing that orders be given to the Tartar Generals, Viceroys, 
and Governors of the provinces to consult together and de- 
vise appropriate measures. The encowagement of commerce, 
which is our present concern, all depends upon the union of 
officials and merchants and their animation by a common 
spirit of mutual trust and confidence. The central and 
provincial governments should combine their strength to 
give assistance and seriously urge the matter far and wide, 
so that in time we may hope for improvement. 

Let the Tartar Generals, Viceroys, and Governors of 
the various provinces consult with the Board of Commerce 
and establish three companies. Let them together devise 
ways and means and give their earnest attention to their 
management, and order the Taot'ais, Prefects, Department 
and District Magistrates in their several jurisdictions to 
conscientiously give protection as occasion may require. 
Should any shirk their responsibility in order to follow 
the old methods, ignoring the orders given, the said Board 
will at once present a memorial stating the facts, and 
exert themselves to remove such obstructives. Let not the 
least leniency be shown. 


Respect this. 
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Enclosure No.2 In Despatch No./402Z | 
Imperial Edict of September 26th, 1903. Abolition of 
Zzureau of Railways and Mines. Board of Commerce will take 


charge of such affairs. 
Some time ago WE issued an Edict appointing Wang Wen- 


shao, chu Hung-chi, and Chang-i to take charge of Railway 


and Mining Affairs. Having now established a Board of 
Commerce, all matters connected with railways and mines 


ought to be under its control. 
Let the General Bureau of Railways and Mines be 


abolished. Respect this. 
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THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA, OY 20 1903 
PEKIN, CHINA. — 


a) : 
Octeber 2nd, 1903 — sini 
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yr. Conger te the | 505 one 
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Subject: 


Secretary ef State. 


Cemmercial Censuls. Their rights and standing. 


Transmitting a letter frem Mr. Fewler. 
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LEGATION OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA, 
PEKIN, CHINA. 


October 2nd, 1908. 


ro the Honorable ' 


John Hay, 


Secretary of State, 


Washington, D. C. 


I have the honor te transmit, at his request, a copy 
of a letter of Mr. Fowler, United States Consul gt Chefoo, 
dealing with the question of the standing and rights of 
Merchant or non-Professional Consuls as compared with reg- 
ular Consuls. 

I have the honor to be, 
Sir, 


Your obedient servant, 


Enclosure as stated. 


Gonsulate of the United States. 
Chefoo, September 26th, 1903. 


jonorable R. H. onger, 
United states Minister, 
Peking. 

311 

Referring to your despateh ko. 1928 of May 25th,enclosing 
copy of the Department's No.656 of April 15th to you, regard ing 
status of ieee - 

There ia, of course,no question as to the correctness of 
the views expressed therein, but yet it is noticed that a dis- 
tinction is made in describing the Consuls,as regler“ Consuls 
ani “merchant” Consuls. If a non-professional Consul is entitle 
to all the courtesies and nonors ef a regular Sonsul,then he too 
is a regular Jonsul,and if he ia so entitled,then he can demand 
the right,if his exequatur is the oldest, to take precedence of 
all Gonauls of same rank; yet, I very much doubt,if for instance 
es Duteh Conaul,who is a German merchant here,would be allowed 
to take precedence of the German Consul; nor would the United 
tates Galmly allow an American merchant,who might represent 
say Korea or Stan, to take precedence of its Consul here, Tne 


enior Gonsul,in chinese ports,is the most powerful man in that 


port. INR the moat * here in 1900; had the German or 


Sritish Consul been Senior, the subsequent history of cnefoo, as 
you know,would have been different,for Chefoo was the only Port 
‘orth of the Yangtze where no soldiers landed, 

When I arrived in Cchefoo in 169, 1 found one English clerk 
acting ag Jonsul for tne Netherlands, weden korvay, Italy, and 
an English merchant represented France,Spain and Belgium; now 


if these gentlemen were entitled to all the rights and privileges 


2. 
of a regular donau l, they would take precedence of myself. 

I arrived here on July 6th,1896,from Ningpo; my Commission 
ig dat e 26th of May,1896, about two weeks later a French Jonsul 
arrived, took over charge from the English merchant,opened a 
yice Consulate and téok precedence of me,because my exequatur 
jad not reached me,yet I was here before him; as a matter of 
fact Uma to wait six weeks,while he assumed charge the same 
jay he arrived; he became Senior Consul in due course, I suc- 
ceaded him four yeara ago. All Foreign Consuls assume ciwrge 
at onee. China does not grant exequatura in the Intemational 
sense. I have never seen any; I understand a simple notice to 
the Yamen is all that is given. 

No regular Consul could of course interfere with tie 
„gits ete of a non-regular consul,but query, has a merchant the 
right to force himself upon a meeting of regular Consuls. In 
ell auch meetings the vote mist be wnanimous,is it possible that 
a merGhant,because he represented some country,could prevent 
tne Consuls from enforcing some rule for the general good of 
the community which might be antagonistic to that merchant's 
interests; understand, not antagonistic to the interests of the 
country which that merchant represents,-but his own. 

There was a prevalence of hydrophobia in Cnefoo last 
pring. Suppose tim Consular Body desired to enforce a mizzling 
order on doga, but the Duteh Consul,a German merchant, protested; 
s.0uld his protest be considered? As you know Chefoo,so far 
ag Foreigners are concerned,is governed entirely by the Consular 
Jody. Again in 1900,the regular Comuls dropped the non-profes- 
sional Gonsuls entirely from all consideration; it was the re- 
gilar gonsuler Officers of Germany,Great britain, Japan, France, 
Russia and the United States in all things; we were holding 


exceptionally responsible positions then and only dealt with 


3. 
< 
responsible men; the cable service was brougit to tim North by 
an \denti@al telegram ont to tielr reapective Foreign offices 


V the above Jonsuls. Suppose the non-professionals had insisted 


won ther rights,and voted against this, ve would have paid no 
attention to them, or again suppose they had demanied the landing 
o soldiers,to protect--what? their own property. As a fact, 
luring the mina Japan War,we had the misfortune to be repre- 
sented here by an ages les British subject (Irin), a subordi- 
nate to the English merchant who represented Prance,Spain & 
solgilum,aml American_marines were landed to protect American 
interests as represented by this clerk in the employ of the 
inglish merchant,Consul for France,Spain 4 Belgium, and those 
dar ines instead of being placed over American owned property, 
cuarded the private house of this clerk and the property of the 
nal merahant; and yet che ing the Boxer var, Won american 
i.terests were a thousanmi times greater,with a remilar Consul, 
staff, ami off tees, te present ineumbent not only dd not ask 
for soldiers but actually was tie means of keeping those of 
other countries from landing; hence the address aml cup presented 
to m by the natiwe city of Chefoo is at least tie proof of this 
Statement. 

At present the professional Consular officers in their 
Omar are 

United States. Sonsul. 


* 


Germany 
Japan N 
Great Britain a 
France Vice Consul. 
Russia 7 
The merchant Sonsuls are 
U.Glpperich,a German merchant, for Netherlands. 
en, a German in the employ of G.Gipperich, for Belgium. 


‘AX von Babo, Austrian in the employ of Chinese,for Austria &c. 


4. 

)Gulowsen,Norwegian,Medical practitagner,for Norway etc. 
the last is absent and he handed over charg of Korwegian & 
eln interests to the German Com d, mo also represents Italy 
so that tne German Sonsul,now controls the votes of Germany, 
‘tally, Norway & Sweden, NetherBands and Boletus, as nd German dares 
to antagonize his Consul,those Germans representing the Dutch 
ani Belgians are simply suborilinate to their consul. 

The British Jonsul recently gawe me an illustration of 
his power; he went to the Dutch Consul (German) to agree to 
onething connected ein tne recent flood, ti German,consul for 
the Netherlands ,demrred, because his Jonsul,the German consul, 
vas Opposed to it, upon being shown tim contrary,he agreed. In 
nany instances since I have been here,these Consuls have tumed 
over their Consular functions to other marahants without refer- 
e to Peking or their hom Governments. There is a great 
iiversity of opinion and custom on this subject at the various 
orte in Ghina; in some Merchant Consuls are not allowed to 
participate, in one a German Consul (a German merahant) mast 
take his orders from a German consul in another Port, andi few, 


if any have judielal powers. Atvtimes they actually hamper us. 


oven the Gonsular Regulations,1896 ,Par.74,seens to imply a dis- 


t inet ion. 


This despatch is sent in luplicate,with a respectful 
recuest tiat the duplicate be sent by you to the Department,as 
( intend to dilscuras this if possible in YWashineton. 

I have the honor to be, 
Sir, 
Your obedtent, sarvant 
fon 
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LEGATION OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA, 
’ PEKIN, CHINA. 


ur. Cenger te the 


Secretary ef State. 


American trade in Manchuria. Suggestien that a 
special Cemnissien be sent te examine this questien, 
Transmitting cepy ef a letter frem Mr. Miller, Unita 


States Censul at Newchwang, 


BUREAU OF THE AMERICAN REPUBLICS 
MEMORANDUM 


Mr. Cenger s No. 1404, of Oct. 2nd, 
and Mr. Miller's No. 199 of 
Oct. 5th. 
Dear Mr. Secretary: 

In acknowledging Mey enger n despat ch, he 
might be told that when a consular officer has been 
appointed to Mukden he will be in a position to under- 
take the work outlined in the enclosed report of. 


our Consul at Newchwang. I do not think that a 


commission. could do) the work; —4#-could be done 


much less expensively and much more promptly and 
has ~ 4 


satisfactorily by the future consul, or, as I hope, 


consul general, for Manchuria. 


A similar answer might be sent to the Consul at 


Newchwang. 


November 17, 1903. 
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LEGATION OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA, 
PEKIN, CHINA. 


) Octoder 2nd, 19035. 
o the Honorable 
John Hay, 


Secretary of State, 


Washington, D. C. 


I have is honor to forward herewith a copy of a 
letter received from Mr. Miller, United States Consul at 
Newchwang, dealing with the prospects of American trade in 
Manchuria under the new conditions which seem likely to ob- 
tain there, and suggesting that a special Commission be 
appointed to examine thoroughly into this question. 

I have the honor to be, 
Sir, 


Your obedient servant, 


Enclosure as stated. 
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Enclosure No. — In Despatch o/ ON. 
Mr. Wiwler to Mr. Conger. 
Consulate of the United States, 
Newchwang, China, September 28th-1903 


ton. B. HK. Conger, 
. B. 46 I. . of the U.S.A., 
Peking, China. 


I have to report that in a recent interview with His 
excellency, Viceroy Alexeieff, I was assured by him that 
it was the intention of the Russian Goverment to make spec- 
ial arrangements with the United States in the matter of 
commercial affairs and Consular officers at Harbin and all 
territory under Russian control in Manchuria. 

The completion of the Siberian railway and its branch- 
es tO Viladivostock, Newchwang, Dalny and Port Arthur, to- 
gether with.the Russian political domination of Manchuria 
is certain to affect and alter in many ways our trade 
throughout this territory. Inasmuch as our imports here, 


at the present time, are far in excess of any other nation, 


and imasmuch as we are the nearest to, and have the econom- 


ic advantage in many lines in this market, it is of the ut- 
20st importance to our country that there should be a thor- 
cough investigation of the influences that these important 
changes will have upon our trade, and a recommendation made 
as to what course should be pursued by our country to pro- 
tect the trade we now have and to foster the advantages 
that should result in its expansion. 

Harbin is sure to become a great center of trade, and 
at present we are without the right to have our citizens own 
land, construct buildings or engage in trade, and we are 
not allowed to have a representative of our Govermment sta- 
tioned at this most important interior trading center of 
all Manchurie. At the present time goods are pouring into 
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' yanchuria, without duty, under the permission of Russian 
officials by rail from Russia and Siberia, through the ports 
of Visdivostock, Dalny and Port Arthur. 

There are no means of our knowing the origin, char- 
acter or extent of these imports, that I have reason to be- 


lieve reach many millions of dollars in value. I therefore 


urge upon you the importance of calling the attention of 


our Government to this situation, from both a commercial and 
political point of view, and suggest that a special com- 
mission be appointed to examine thoroughly into all of these 
things and to investigate especially the Russian and Ger- 
man competition. As our most important trade in this region 
is in cotton goods, there should be on this commission an 
expert in that line. It is urged, on the one hand, that 
the absorption of Manchuria by Russia is sure to result in 
an increaséd: market for our products; and on the other 
hand, it is firmly believed that it will result in ruining 
our present trade, and it seems to me a part of wisdom that 
every phase of this question, both industrial and political, 
should be investigated and reported to our Government. 

My own observations lead me to believe that in our 
four greatest imports, viz, Cotton goods, Kerosene, Flour 
and Lumber, we are to have our severest competition from 
Russians, and that we shall require important arrangements 
with the Russian Government to provide for the freedom of 
trade relations essential to protect and expand ow commer- 
cial interests. 

I have the honor to be, 
Sir, 
Your obedient servant, 
(Signed) Henry B. Miller, 


Consul, Newchwang. 
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f San PEKING, |_BU REM 


October 3, 1903. 


Received 3:12 a. n. 
Secretary of State, 
Washington. 


Negotiations completed. Starting to-day 


for Shanghai to sign treaty the 8th. 
CON GER. 


C. 's Office, October 3, 1903. 9:25 
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Subject: 


LEGATION OF THE UNITED. STATES OF AMERICA, 
PEKIN, CHINA. 


October 10th, 1903. 


Secretary @ State. 


The Crawford Will Case. Tranemitting a copy of 


a further letter from Mr. Fowler, United States 


Consul at Chefoo. 
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LEGATION OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA, 
PEKIN, CHINA. 


> 


October 10th, 1903. 


To the Honorable 
John Hay, 
Secretary of State, 
Washington, D. C. 
sir: 

In the absence of the Minister I have the honor to 
tranemit, at his request, a copy of another letter from Mr. 
Fowler to this office, with regard to the Crawford Will 
Case. 

I have the honor to be, 
Sir, 


Your obedient servant, 


Fs e ee 


Secretary ef Legatien. 


Brielosure as stated. 


Consulate of the United States. 
Ghefoo, September 28th, 1903. 


nonorable R. K. gonger, 
United States Ninister, 


Peking. 
1 
Owing to great amount of work lately, part iy due to the 
constant presence of from 12 to 1¢ U.S.Shipa of the Navy,I | 
have been unable to take up the matter of the Orawford estate, 


and therefore apologize for the delay in acknowledging your 
No. 1993 of July 28th,in whieh you inform me that the Depart- 
mant had written you under date of June 15th,saying that I had 


and as to the legal question involved, the Solicitor and As- 


| 
been instructed directly respecting my criticiam of kr.Goodnow, | 
Sslatant Solicitor of the Department had sons dere the questi . 


very carefully when it was first before them,and they have 


nothing further to add to the opinion already given." 


The Department,in its No.176 of June 12th to m stated 


"The Gorrespondence will be submitted to the Solicitor of the 


Department for his opinion on the legal question involved," 


I wish first to assure you and the Department that I do 


not write in a controversial spirit; but,in view of the posi- 


tion this decision places me in and of ita great importance 


to us all in Ghina, I feel it my duty to ask for specific in- 


structions as to how I am to proceed, am also upon what law 


this question was decided (as the Solicitor seems to be under 


the impression that this is a Consular question,a dispute be- 
tween two Consular Officers. ) 

In emen edging the receipt of your Ho.1940 of June 4th, 
enélosing copy de the Department's to you on the subject, I 
said “I await with interest the Department's reply to the 


~ 
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2. 
subsequent eorrespormieanees on thia subject." For, I gathered 
from the enclosure in your donpateh that the Soliciter was un- 
der tie impression that this was - question unter his furis- 
diction,a Giamite between Sonmiler officers as to the inter- 
pretation of Conmulear inatruetions,and that he hel acted,as 
augen tan by von, in giving an opinion; and,again because I 
felt that this decision hat heen arrived et on the orronsous 
statement made by wr. Gamo in his despateh to you. 

Me.Goolnow stated to you,umler date of Feb. 27, 1003, x x 
"xx 1. the will was first probated in Amerlen for tho pro- 
party there*.ce. . 
he Department in its deapatah to you Rayan: 


“It is the opinion of the Department that ancillary letters 


should be taken out in the omul en Couw't at Shanghal. It | 


would seem desirable that such letters should be granted to 
Mr. Bontiek,who was mineu An executor in the wil} and wlw wae 


also appointed by tie Conmilear Court at Chefoo in the ancillary 


administration there” (the underlining in wine). 
It was upon reading the copy of Mr.Gea lnow's letter to 
you with thie statenent,as well ar others,that I immediately 
wrote you to ask the Department not to take any action on the 
correspondence submitted by you until I had shown the errors 
in Mr. Goodnow's despatagh,but it would seem that the Solicitor 
decided uvon that scorrespomlence ami nas reniered iis decision 
thereon, ,and apparently delten to reconsider hin decision 
with the subsequent Borres pomlence before hin, in mim I prove 
by others that Mr.Goodnow was wrong; that is to gay, the deci-~ 
sion was remiered upon Kr.Goolnow's stat ems, md mine are 
refused a hearing; and hal my reply to Mr.Goolnov's statement 
to you been read,it woul’ have been seen that the Solicitor 


was in error,as Ancillary rreceasiings have never heen taken 
in this Court or any other: that this ia the original court 
that the Original Vill and al other dont are filed haere 


3. 


(excepting two held by r. oom, and without which nothing 
' 


further can be done], and that it is not a quest ton of real 
ontate, but solely aml simply of « sum of money in the Bank, 
(Personal estate)in Shanghai,which is within the same country 
as I am in and which,without judicial authority,by law and 
the Consular Regulations is under my charge,and which if I 
were in anche st er, Kng. 1 would collect if it was deposited 
in Londen, in accordance with law and the Consular Regulations, 
Moreover, I am at a loss to understand why the Solicitor 
iesues this opinion,and under mat law,for it would seem that 
ne views this question as a cohtroversy between two Jonsular 
OPficers,in which case, of course,he,as the law officer of the 
Department,ia the proper adviser; but, in my despatch I show 
that it ils not a question between Consuls,but between Judicial 


officers. I do not suppose the Solicitor would give a decision 


affecting the Probate Court in Washington or Baltimore? and 
prior to the appointment of the present Solicitor,decisions 
affecting the judicial acts of Conmilar Officers in China 
have only been rendered by the Federal Courts or tie Attorney 
General, ami the State Department declined to interfere, or 
even advise, (see copy of Department's No.69 of august 11,1899 
to me) Enclosure No.l. 

AS 1 was acting in accordance with the practice and cus- 
tom of the Jonsular Courts in mina, and not for a moment dream 
ing that Mr.Goodnow would write to a Bank remidiating one of 
hia Colleagues without first showing the commonest courtesy 
to him,-and you apparently held the same views in a letter to 
My. Bostick-,I,on the arrival of Mrs. crawford in ie foo, ordered 
all funds here to be placed at her disporal,it being my in- 
tention to credit this money to her half of the total personal 
estate. Now if the Solicitor is correct,willl you kindly ask 
him if he also takes upon hinself the responsibility,for some 


4. 


one must recover the half that foes to the heirs in the United 
states,some 1800 er 2000 gold, and divide it amongst the 21 

ne ira, that is 21 separate settlements am drafts mist be made 
in America with this all sum,wnich Mrs,.Crawford must refund 


to m before die can go on with the money in the Bank at Shang 


nat, men exactly the same proceaiings are to be repeated, con- 


yelling the estate to pay anermous fees and costs; and before 


sme Gan refund to m the half I gave her,she mat gat it sone- 


shore; She has 30, 000 or 40,000 dollars at Shanghai,but Mr. 


Goodnow refuses to allow that money to be touched; further vr. 


Goodnow holds two original papera sent him by error,which mist 


come to this Gourt before the gase can be settled. 


The Department,by its solicitor, having taken the matter 4 
out of my hams, I cannot be held responsible,anmi I will care< 
“ully carry out any inst ation it may see fit to give, but it 
mst help me by showing me how to proseed,for I confess I do 
not see how I can; but if the Department would order Mr.Good- | 
now to withdraw his letter to the Bark and let m settle tie 
oss, as nas always been lone before, In yiestion would be at 
once settled, At al events,the case mint be settled in this 
JSourt before it can be taken up in hr.Goodnow's Court,anmd to | 
settle it in this Jourt, I must have one half of the money 
given to the Widow and tie papers witiheld by Mr.Goo:lnow, 

After the case is settled here, the copies of all dommwents go 
to Mr.Goodnow at an expense. of several nundred dollars, 

If the Solicitor will look in “Hubbell's” he wili see 
that in most Statos the view 1 take is correct; he forgets 
that this is a personal estate now being settled,although I 
emphasized that as well as other points which he apparently 
refused to consider, 

I have quite recently been requested to léok up for the 
heirs in the United States certain real estate in mef oo, and 
discovered that although this real estate is situated in Chefoo 
it was administered upon by the Shanghai Consular Court, and 
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the mtl notice to that „rere is recorded on the records of 


the property here, i. v. R. Jernigan, who In by all odds the 

nost able lawyer in Ata, ven then Consul General at umg. 
Another estate ad join this,and that too was administered 

upon in Shanghai,and theme ane canon involving Real estate 

while the Jrawford question now only affects a Bank account.. 
I beg renpectfully to conclude by stating that in ny 

opinion this decision is most unjust,not only to the Widow 

and heirs of Dr.Crawford,but to all .merieam residing in 


Mm outside of Shanghai; it will entail enormous expenses 


to the widow ani orphan,and in some instances consume their 


entire inheritance, am that there is not another country re 
presented in China tit allows ach a course to he adopted, 


ami T am confident that when the Department renlinzes this,it 


will go back to the previous. custom and order }ir.Gooinow fo 
withdrew hie letter to the Bank anc cease from interfering. 
Awaiting yours instruction as to how Mr.Bostick and I 
shall proceed,ami with the respectful request that a copy of 
this be furnished by you to the Department of Stete, 
I have the honor to be, 
sir, 


Your obedient servant 


(14 A) . Kool 


Jon 1. 


Bnelosure: - 


Department's No.89 of August 11,1699. 


P.S. This despatch was drafted ugust 25th,but it was impossi- 


ble to get it into shape before, 


is Bessie eared, Chinas 
j er 
‘Your deep aten Na. 15d of Pebruety 4, 189, in which you ask 
dasther the Departgent fe satisfied with your settlement of the 
estate of O,8.Balley,a deceused hates eltisén, dm me certain 
representations concerning tne modification of the Consular 


Court Peculations regarding fees to be sharged,is received, 


1 reply I have to say that while the estate appears to have 


* 4.— ** 
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been properly settledl,it is mot one of the function& of tue de- 
parthent to approve oF disapprov: the ju@leleal acta of Consular 
oft ies. Maen acting judtctally, they are remponsible under 
our Laws for their contuet as Juficlal officers, If tha estate 
hae been administered an’ rind eattled in ategrdance With our 
Laws am vegntat tene, che afministratrix tonjaxscutr!x) saould, 
of cqu®se,be finally discharged from her trist, and her bond 

re leased, 

With regard to your Pecormendations in the matter of 
Son@ular court feed, 1 have do tay that they will receive con. 
sideration at the proper tin, 

The ouclotures with your @espatch are herewith returned, 
, Sie, 
Tour sed ten t servant 
(sga.)Thos.¥.0 ridler, 
‘nied Assista nt Secretary, 
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PEKIN, CHINA. NOV 90 1903 
Octeber 16th, 195. 


wr. Coolidge to the 


. N 9 
2 


Secretary of State. 


Subject: The summons issued against Mr. Emery, Vice Consul 
at Chefoo, by Consul General Goodnov. Letter from 
Mr. Fowler, Consul at Chefoo. 
Referring to Dispatch No. 1501 of May 22 and Instru- 


fon No. 695 of July 17 last. 
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LEGATION OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA, 
PEKIN, CHINA. 


October 16th, 1903. 


: 


fo the Honorable 
John Hay, 
Secretary of State, 


Washington, D. . 


In the absence of the Minister, I have the honor to trans- 
mit to the Department a copy of a letter from Wr. Fowler, Consul 
at Chefoo, with reference to his charges against Mr. Goodnov, 
Consul General at Shanghei, for issuing a summons against 
Mr. Emery, Vice Consul at Chefoo, while passing through Shanghai 

Referring to Legation Despatch No. 1501 of May 22, and 


Instruction No. 695 of July 17, 


I nape the honor to be, 


Sir, 


Your obedient servant, 


rhn Gardusr. dg 4 
1 of ms (eee 


Enclosure as above. 


-Jonmilate of tie united States, 
Ghefoo, Oetaber 94,1905. 


Orale Helle Jonge, 
Inttad States inis ter, 
Faking. 

171 

Reafarring to your No. 2048 cl August tn, tranantltt ing ex- 
tracts from the Department's reply to your despateh forwanling 
ny chargea against br.Goodnow,for issuing a simmons ete. , against 
ar, mary while passing through Shanghai on his way to iis port, 


of duty, Ist Springs: I beg to way that while I gativer Prom tie 


extrasts you send that, the Department seems to have taxen my view, 


yet as I preferred the marge it strikes me that I am entitled 


to know whether or not Mr.Gooinow's action was approved or dalis- 
ap roved; ani as you said in your Ko.1916 of May ?l1st,1905, "the 
nagt on of returning the amount pald into the Conailate—Ceneral 
by . emery may properly ve left wnitll the final determination 
of the gase By the Department” 1 Amr be glad if you will in- 
form ma what was the final determination of tie Department in 
Luis gage, Have any instructions been given to Fr.Goxlnow on 
tuls subjeat? 

regarding tha two points that the Department does not fully 
‘ind in my favor,as gatiored from the extracts, Ne Bonds, I may 
sey that it is law, aml moreover in June 1691,° sent & Cwemons, 
e enn at Ningoo,te the consul General at shanghai to be 
served in a civil case on a resident of Ningpo who had fled to 
nat, ani Pr. J.A.Leonam,Consul General,deaclined to notice 


t because I had Falle to attach a true copy of tue bond to the 


unmons (it waa in my Me, 
ne 


ear eee „„ — 4 
. — n 5 


; 7 2. 
the other point, that br.feoinew porhaps might have asked both 
part laa to settle out of court when he had thew before him, ta 


to re that hr. mary, a Goverment officer on his way to his 
ost, mst wait Ft days to find thet out; and had he refused 
to notice the dona or not paid the money,how did hr. Good now 
intent to gat it? as by par.15 of gone Sourt Regilations he 
could not be held,and moreover the claim,if a good one, vas out- 
lawad by par.63 J. . R. 
This is sent in duplicate with tim respectful raquast 
tnat a copy be sent to the Pepartment. 
i have the honor 10 be, 
Sir, 
Your obec lent servwint. 


. ioe, 
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LEGATION OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA, 
PEKIN, CHINA. 


Mr. Coolidge to the 


Secretary of State. 


Subject: Transmitting uandereeperate—ccorer Medical Re- 


porte for the year ended 30th September, 1901. 


6lst and 62nd Issues, published by the Imperial 


Maritime Customs. 


fo. PRO? 
LEGATION OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA, 
PEKIN, CHINA. 


| Oétober LI?th, 1903. 


re thé Honorable 
John Hay, 
Secretary of Stete, 


Washington, D. C. 


In the absence of the Minister I mae the honer to 
tranemit uméer—eeperetse corer, copies of Medical Reports 
fer the year ended Soth September, 1901, 6let and 62nd 
Tauss, published by the Imperial Maritime Customs. 

I have the honor to be, 
Sir, 
Your obedient servant, 
Secretary of Legation. 


Enclosure as stated, under separate cover. 


LEGATION OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA, 
PEKIN, CHINA. 


Secretary of State. 


sangeet: Arrival of Ur. Henry P. Fletelrer, Second Becretary 


te the Legation. 
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LEGATION OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA, 
PEKIN, CHINA. 


October 17th, 1903. 
fo the . 
John Hay, 
Secretary of State, 


Vashington, D. 0. 


In the absence of the Minister I have the honor to r@ort 
that Mr. Henry FP. Pletcher, the Second Secretary te this Lega- 
tton, arrived at his post to-day, 

I have the honor te be, 
Sir, 
Your obedient servant, 


Secretary of Legation. 


: = 
OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERIKA, . 
PEKIN, CHINA. OXDASSTSECRETARY 


Subject: 
Claim of American Board of Commissioners 
for Foreign Missions for losses sustained 
at 171 Kou transmitted. 
Department Instruction No, 663, of June 


— — 


llth, 1903, referred to. 
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LEGATION OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA, 
PEKIN, CHINA. 


October 22nd, 1903. 


To the Honorable 
John Hay, 
Secretary of State, 
Wamiington, D. C. 


Sir: 
Referring to your instructions No. 683, of June llth 


last, concerning the claim of the Americm Board of Com- 
missioners for Foreign Missions, on account of loss of 
property during the Boxer uprising in North China, and pres- 
ent ing an item of $12,500.00, which appears not to have 

been allowed by the Claims Commission, I have the honor to 
report: 

From the records of the Claims Commission filed in 
this office, I discover that a number of the claims filed 
by the American Board were consolidated and substituted by 
one claim for $215,922.05. I am quite certain that the 
Commission believed this consolidated claim included the 
claim for losses in Shansi, but upon a careful examination 
thereof I find that no allowance has been made for the loss- 
es sustained at T'ai Kou. 

I have, therefore, called upon Dr. Atwood, who filed 
the original claim, to present a new claim for this loss. 
He has done so, and I have carefully interrogated him in 
regard thereto, taking his sworn statement supporting it, 
and am convinced that it is jwt and reasonable and has 
never been paid. If it is possible at this late date to 
allow its payment, I trust that the Department will do so. 

The claim is enclosed herewith. 

I have the honor to be, 
| Sir, 


Your obedient servant, 


Enclosure as stated. 
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MEMORIAL OF CLAIM OF CITIZEN OF THE UNITED STATES 
FOR INDEMNITY FOR LOSSES GROWING OUT OF THE "BOXER" TROUBLES 
IN CHINA DURING THE YEAR A. D. 1900. 


ee. MAN ot 


, I, 25 2 Aeg gerne u. de ing duly sworn, 
eee 
oath say that I a a native citizen of the United States 


of America; that I vas oorn at e ap, a 


the State 1 ‘ " on or about the 


day of Deal 1 that my father was a 


natin... citizen of the United States; that I am domi- 


ciled in the United States, my permanent residence being at 

<a in the State of. FE 

that I am temporarily sojournirme at. . 

that my occupation is and at the time of the losses herein- 

after complained of was that of Tuc 23232 
e pigger - F 
. 


TONGA, Vinsrcous 
5 nudsr.. the. lau. 77 b ee 


. I further say on cath that as such citizen of 
the United States I have filed with the duly accredited 
authorities thereof a claim for indemnity for losses sus- 

va = * 
tained by me through the wrongful acts of the Chinese Gov- 
ernment; that the itemized statement of said claim hereto 
attached is just, true and correct; that the amount of said 
claim is $./26.07,.00.(U.S.Gold); that said claim arose 
during and as a result of the so-called "Boxer" troubles in 
China in the year A.D. 1900; that the property enumerated 
in my said statement was lost, injured or destroyed and the 
injuries complained of caused by and through the wrongful 
acts of the Chinese Government or its subjects; and that 
when said claim arose I Was a citizen of the United States 


of America. .. 


8. I further say on oath that the said claim is ’ 


preferred for and on behalf of eee ee 


and that the entire amount of said claim does now and did 


when it had its origin belong solely and absolutely to ... 


far. Toa. en 


I further say on oath that I have not received 
the amount claimed or any part thereof, or any equivalent 
or indemmification from any source whatever for the whole 


or any part of the loss or injury upon which my said clain 


is founded. ae, 


~~. 


5. I further say on oath that the property enumer- 


ated in my said claim was not insured at the time of its 


loss. 


(If insured, the original policy of insurance, or a 


certified copy thereof should be produced and attached here- 


8. I futher say on oath that I expressly request dhe 
interposition of the Cover ment of the United States of u- 


erica, through the Department of State, for the purpose of 


the adjustment of my said clain. 


Subscribed and sworn to before me re 


ot .... Litdatter..... 1903... at Hau, 
tele en dun- Cialiap: 


certify that I am personally acquainted with 

we | , the affiant above-named, and know 
him to be a citizen of the United States of America, and 
know him to be a credible person; that I amin no way in- 
terested in this claim, nor the agent or attorney of any 
person having such interest; and that I carefully read 


the above affidavit to affiant before the same was signed 


by him. 


Il am personally acquainted with Dr. I. J. Atwood, and 
know him to have been in charge a the affairs of the Amer- 
ican Board Mission at T'ai Kou, in the Province of Shansi, 
and is, therefore, familiar with the losses of said Mission 
incurred during the Boxer uprising of 1900. 

I have carefully examined the records of this Legation 
concerning this case, and am satisfied that in some way, 
resulting from the consolidation of the claims of the Amer- 
ican Board, the amount of this claim was inadvertently 


omitted by the Claims Commission. But I believe it is just 


and reasonable, and therefore approve it and recommend its 


payment. 


Sri auge, 


U. 8. Minister. 


{ 
' Renewed, Clain for Indeanityfor Property of the American Ltoard in 


Sneanei ; China. Destroyed or Stolen During the Boxer Uprisingin 1900. 
52 26224-2424 #4246 222424 4a—4 242444 42424 2444444 L4LL4e4 ./ bbe + ee ehh =. & 
* : 


At Tad Ku- 
vor mission. premises situated in the city of T'ai Ku on the Great 


South St. about half a bleck of Chinese buildings used as residences 


for two familiesand two single ladies,a domestic chapel, school - 
roogHDrna tor 10, and servants quarters, a dispensary andéstreet chapel, 
and valued at (ela 3500 .00 
One for@éign built house,situated in the south suburb of 
“a1 Ku,village of u Chia Chuang, valued @t..... 3500.00 
_ _feervante'quartess ,300.00 
stables, . B00 .00 


gat e- house, 400 .00 1000. 00 


school roons, used for boys school, valued... 1600.00 
For furniture in school and Chapel.... 300 .00 
For surgical instrumentgé@nd medicines _ 400. oo 

Aen. db TA. 


Yor gash ,doors and blinds taken fron:. 


too dwellinghouses $300 each 
1 chapel $200. 
1 beoys'’school@g¥ 260. Ges) 


1300 .00 


furniture of school 200. 
„ Ghapel 100.00 
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Total Ant. 


The aboWe described property was all either destroyed or stolen 


Ly the government soldiers during the Boxer uprising and no inden; 


or remuneration has been received by the American board or its 


agents for the loss to the present date(Oct.ist. 1903). 


- In response to a suggestion from the State Department at Washington 


the American Board presented on May tn., 1808, formal claims on 
the Chinese Gov'tfor losses of Mission property in N.Ching&nd Shansi . 
The total Gt claimed at that time for losses in Shansi was about 
$25000.00 (84875.00). It was afterward proposed that Dr; Atwood 
effect a Settlement of these claias locally in Shansi with the 
Gov. whe at one time seemed anxious to settle all claims in Shansi : 
and had already advanced 2000.teaels to Dr.Atwood to enable him to 
begin repairing the mission property at T'ai Ku. When he learned, 
however,on enguiry at Peking that amounts id locally would 


not be deducted from the annual amount demanded from the province 


for the general indemnity he declined to advance any sore woney 


and oresented to the mission the Tis; 2000($1400.))and after the 
Puildings at Fen Cho Fu had been returned took no further interest 
la the matter considering it as already provided for in the general | 
indemnity. 
2 The mission buildings at Fen Cho Fu escaped destruction © 
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9 
and were confisicated by the Chinese Gov't but were later on k 


back formally and in public te Dr.Atwood by the local Magistrate 
intact except that they had been looted of sash doors and blinds 
and everything noovadie. 


In View of this state of the case it was deemed best to lay the @ 
natter before the Claus Commis@sioners and the clain for 128800 do 


lars (one half the original claim) was handed in for them to pass 


upon but from some mistake of oversight or ,perhaps,of imperfect — 
descrintion of the. sroperty it seems to have been omitted from the 
list. It is this same clain that I would now respectfully present 


In justice to the American Board and to their mission in shansi{ 
thet 
the losses ought to be paid. ey are fully as just as any, have bee! 


paid or provided for, The work of rebuilding will be seriously em-— 
barrassed without it and the work greatly hindered as it has alr 
been not only by the destruction of the property but by the delay 


in collecting the indeanity. 


For the mission in Shansi, . 


Subscribed and sworn to before me 
this 7th day of October, 1903, 
at the United States Legation, 


Peking. 


f. Yonder [retadge 


Secretary of Legation. 
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No. 14 0, 


Mr. Conger 
To the Secretary 


Subject: 


Dit OA %% 


TION 


: 


PEKIN, 


or THE UNITED STATES OF | 


CHINA. 


FP T | Sih —— WIPLOMATIC BUREAU 
iF : NEL 
| 15. 2 


det oder 22, 1903. 


of State. 


Erection on the Tartar City Wall of suitable 


Guard House, authority for: renewed to Command- 


ing Officer of United States Legation Guard. 


September 5th, 1965, referred to. 


Unnumbered Department Instruction of 
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70. 
No. 


LEGATION OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA, 
PEKIN, CHINA. 


October 22nd, 1905. 


To the Honora le 
John Hay, 
Secretary of State, 
Washington, D. 6. 
sr! 

Referring to unnumbered instructions of September 
5th, 1905, I have the honor to report that I have, as re- 
quested, renewed the authority to the Commanding Officer of 
the United States Legation Guard to erect, on the Tartar 
City Wall, a suitable Guard House, under the condition that 
the site and outward appearance of the structure is approved 
by me, and to build a ramp inside the Legation enclosure 
to enable guns and men to reach the tép of the wall. 

I have the honor to be, 
Sir, 


Your obedient servant, 


Ui L iy 


OF THE eee STATES OF AMERICA, DEC 1 700 


i BUREAY | 
ober 22, 1963 * 1 r 


4 


To the Secretary or P 


Subject: \ 


Claim of Lowis Mees vs Government of 
China, payment of 6500 Haikwan Taels in 
settlement of. | 

Department Instruction No. 625 of 

ve bruary 16th 1963 referred to. 


to. /G4/. 
LEGATION OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA, 
PEKIN, CHINA. 


—— 


| October 22nd, 1903. 
To the Honprable 
John Hay, 
Secretary of State, 
Washington, D. 0. 
sir: 

Referring to Department instruction No. 625 of February 
16th, soneerming the old claim of Mr. Louies McCaslin against 
the Goverument of China. 

T have the honor te report that I brought this matter 
again tp the attention of the Foreign Office who directed the 
local officials at Ningpo to come to some arrangement. 

I them gave instructions to Consul General Goodnow who 
sent Dr. Barchet, his interpreter, who is well known in the 
district of Ningpo, to confer with then. 

A settlement was finally effected on the payment of 
6500 Haikwan Taels, which is more than $4600.00 gold at the 
present rate of exchange. From this Dr. Barchet's expenses 
will be deducted and a cheque for the remainder forwarded to 
the Department by Mr. Goodnovw. 

I have the honor to be, 
Sir, 


Your obedient servant, 


N “ey ; 
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Mr. Conger 
To the Secretary of State. 


Subject: 
Chinese Governments objeets to stationing of 
officers of United States Public Health and 
Marine Hospital Service at ports of embarkation. 

Copies of eorrespondence with Chinese Foreign 

Gffice transit ted. 

Reply to Department's unnumbered Instruction 

dated August 19th 1965. 


. _ © 
S aa A 
—% 
* 


to. . 


LEGATION OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA, 
PEKIN, CHINA. 


October 22nd, 1903. 
To the Honorable 
John Hay, 7 
Secretary of State, thee * 
Washington; D. o. et“ ; 
sir: 

I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of the De- 
partment's unnumbered instruction of August 19th, directing 
me to apply to the Coverunent, to which I am accredited, to 
find out whether it would object to the stationing, at the 
porte of embarkation of emigrants, of officeré of the United 
States Public Health and Marine Hospital Service, to make a 
medical inspection of all persons intending to emigrate to 
the United States. 

T have applied as instructed, and have received an un- 
favorable reply. Copies of these letters are enclosed. 

1 have the honor te be, 
Sir, 


Your obedient servant, 


11 eee 5 


1. Mr. Conger to Prinee Ch'ing,September Soth, 1903. 
2. PFoereign Office to Mr. Conger, October 4th, 1903. 


Legation of the United States of Amerita, N 
Peking, China, September Soth, 1903. | 


Your Imperial Highness: 
I have the honor to inform Your Imperial Highness that | 
I am im receipt of instructions from the Department of State 4 
te the effect that a Commielcation had been received from the | 
Department of Commerce and Labor saying that the said Depart- . 
nent Was making efforts to enforce the Act of Congress of 
larch rd last “to regulate the immigration of aliens into the 
United States", which aims to prevent the immigration into the | | 
United States ef persons afflicted with loathsome or danger- 


ous contagious diseases. 

In order to carry out the provisions of this act it is | 
proposed with the consent of the principal countries from.which 
emigrants leave for the United States to station at the ports 
of embarkation officers of the United States Public Health and 
Marine§ Hospital Service to make a medical inspection of all 
persons intending to emigrate to the United States. 

Under these circumstances I am directed by the Department 
of State te inquire of Your Imperial Highness qhether or not 
the Chinese Government will have any objections to the station 


Chine se 
ing of such officers at such ports as form the principal plac- 


A 
es Of embarkation for Chinese emigrants to the United States. 


I avail myself of the opprotunity to renew to Your Imer- 
ial Highness the assurance of my highest consideration. A 
(Signed) F. H. Conger, 

B. B. and M. P. of the 
United States. 


To His Imperial Highness, Prince of ch“ ing, | | 
President of the Board of Foreign Aras. | 
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' Enclosure No In Despatch No. gheg 
The Foreign Office to Mr. Conger. 

We have tm honor to acknowledge the receipt ¢ Your 
Excellency's note saying that the Department of Commerce 
and Labor of your Honorable Country is making efforts to 
prevent the immigration into the United States of persons 
afflicted with dangerous and loathsome diseasés, and that, 
for this purpose, it is propos ed, with the consent of the 
crincipal countries from which emigrants leave for the Un- 
ited States, to station at the ports of embarkation, offi- 
cers of the United States Public Health and Marine Hospital 
Service, to make a medical inspection of all persons in- 
tending to emigrate to the United States, and asking whether 
the Chinese Government will have any objection to the sta- 
tioning of such cfficers at such Chinese ports as form the 
principal places of embarkation for Chinese emigrants to 
the United States. 

The medical inspection of contagious diseases is 
wholesome and necessary for the protection of life, and the 
regulations established by the Department of Commerce and 
Labor of your Honorable Country are complete and well ad- 
apted to avert calamity. But all immigrants to the United 
States, when they arrive at any place within the jurisdic- 
tion of your Honorable Government, may, on landing, be sub- 
jected to inspection according to regulations established 
by the United States Public Health and Marine Hospital Serv- 
ice, and thus all danger of contagion may be averted; thus 
making it unnecessary that officers for medical inspection 
should be stationed at Chinese ports, We would ask you to 
communicate this decision to yar Honorable Government. 

We avail ourselves of the occasion to wish you the 
compliments of the day. 

Cards enclosed. 
Bighth Moon, 14th Day. (October 4th, 1903). 
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LEGATION OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA, 
PEKIN, CHINA. 


October 23rd, 1903. 
DIPLOMATIC BUREAU 


The new Chinese Commercial Flag. Transmitting a 
copy of the same at the request of the Foreign 


Office. 


No. @/$ 


LEGATION OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA, 
PEKIN, CHINA. 


October 23rd, 1903, 


re the Honorable 
John Hay, 
Secretary of State, 
Washington, D. C. 


I have the honor to report that I an in re eipt ofa 
communication from the President of the Board of Foreign 
Affairs, stating that the Board has approved of a design 
for a commercial flag by which Chinese steamers engaged in 
commerce may be easily distinguished, and enclosing a copy 
of the same with the request that & be forwarded to my 
Goverment. 

I have the honor to be, 
Sir, 


Your obedient servant, 


Enclosure; 


Copy of the Chinese Commercial Flag. 
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E UNITED 


STATES OF AMERICA, 
CHINA, 


Getober 23, 1903. 


To the Secretary of state. 


Subject: 


Commercial Treaty, s — 2 ing of, Setobder 
Sth, 1963; adwigability of early rat- 
ifieation; Mr. Seaman, Commissioner, 
remuneration of recommended. 


Visit to Vieerey dei Kuang-tac, at Nan- 
king 
Acknowledgment of Navy Dept's kindness 


placing Vicksburg at Minister's dis- 
position. 


Telegram of Grd instant confirmed. 


10. 4/4. 


LEGATION OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA, 
PEKIN, CHINA. 


October 25rd, 1903. 


To the Honerable, 
John Hay, 
Secretary of State, 
Washington, D. C. 


Sir: 


Confirming overleaf my telegram of the Srd instant, 


I have the honor to report that on that date, accompanied 
by Mr. Williams, Chinese Secretary, I boarded the U. 8. 
S. "Viekesburg,"* which had been kindly placed at my disposal 
by Admiral Bvans, and arrived at Shanghai on the 7th in- 
stant. 


On the Sth, as previously agreed, the Treaty was duly 
signed. Full account of the concluding negotiations were 
explained in telegrams and despatches sent you by the Con- 
missioners from Shanghai. 

I have had here a most difficult task. It appeared 
almost impossible to accomplish the signing on the agreed 
date, and took all the diplomacy, pressure, and activity 
at my command to bring the Peking Government to it. 

The Treaty contains some phraseology that night have 
been improved with a little more time, but in view of the 
absolute necessity of signing on that date, and considering 
them of not sufficient importance to warrant indefinite and | 
possibly fatal delay, I am sure it was best to accept the. 
IT hope, as a whole, the Treaty will meet with your approval. 

The ratifications ought to be exchanged at the very 
earliest date possible, because of the importance of an 
early opening of the Manchurian Ports, and in order not to 
be too far behind the Japanese. 

The Chinese text of the Japanese Treaty was signed 
on the Sth, and the English, which is to be the authorita- 
tive 


tive version, is, I am informed by the Japanese Minister, 
now practically agreed upon. They provide for an exchange 
of ratifipations within six months, and since the consent 
of the Privy Council, which the Werer can secure in a 
day, is alone necessary, their ratifications are likely to 
be exchanged in a very short time. It is, therefore, to 
be hoped that the approval of the Senate for our Treaty may 
be obtained very early in its coming session. 

The labors of my co-Commissioners, Messrs. Goodnow 
and Seaman, are worthy of the highest commendation, and 
while I do not know that Mr. Seaman would accept any con- 


pensation, yet the negotiations. have taken much of his val- 


vable time from his personal business, and I recommend that 
some substantial remuneration be tendered hin. 

While at Shanghai I concluded that it was most desir- 
able to improve the opportunity of making the acquaintance 
of Viceroy Wei Kuang-taco, at Nanking, as I have often here- 
teofore found the personal acquaintance with his predecessor 
most valuable. Therefore, with Admiral vans“ consent I 
proceeded up the River, and on the 14th instant exchanged 
formal and most interesting visite with the Viceroy, I 
found him an apparently unaggressive man, not nearly 80 
strong as Liu K'un-yi, but pleasant and agreeable, full of 
assurance of good will and gratitude to the United States, 
and I am certain the visit was opportune and will result 
in good. 

IT returned to Taku on the Vicksburg, arriving here the 
20th instant. 

I have expressed my thanks to Admiral Evans and his 
Officers for the courtesies extended me, and shall be glad 
if you can express to the Secretary d the Navy my grate- 
ful appreciation for this consideration from his Department. 

I will render an account of the expenses of my trip 

dy 


N +141 uf. locas 


Dear Mr. Secretary: 
dated Oct. 23rd and 
In a despatch No. 1414 from Mr, Conger,, received a 


few days ago at the Department, concerning the siming of 
the treaty, he says: 


"The ratifications ought to be exchanged at the very 
earliest date possible, because of the importance of an 
early opening of the Manchurian Ports, and in order not 
to be too far behind the Japanese. 

"The Chinese text of the Japanese Treaty was signed 
on the Sth, and the English, which is to be the authorita- 
tive version, is, I an informed by the Japanese Minister, 
now practically agreed upon, They provide for an exchange 
of ratifications within six months, and since the consent 
of the Privy Council, which the Emperor can secure ina 
day, is alone necessary, their ratifications are likely to 
be exchanged in avery short time. It is, therefore, to 
be hoped that the approval of the Senate for our Treaty my 
be obtained very early in its coming session." 


Den't you think if this information was communicated 
to the Foreign Relations Committee of the Senate it might 
stimulate them to report the treaty at a very early date 
and get it prompt ene tne Senate, because there is 
no doubt that it would be very unfortumate if the exchange 
of ratifications of our treaty were delaved beyond a month 
or so, particularly as I am in full accord with Mr. Conger 
in believing that it is extremely important that the new 
treaty ports in Manchuria should be opened at the earliest 


possible date, It may save much trouble in the future, 
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by next mail. 


I have the honor to be, 
vod nen ee 
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Telegram sent * feder! 
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Se ostat e, Washington. 
Negotiations carole. Starting to-day for Shangha: 
to sign Treaty the eighth. 
(Signed) Conger. 
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Mr. Conger 
To the Secretary of state. 


Autuan informal Imperial Audiences to di- 
plomatie Body and ladies of the Corps at Sun- 
mer Palace Getober 9th and 10th. brit ien Ie- 
gation not represented; probable explanation of. 
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LEGATION OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA, 
PEKIN, CHINA. 


October 24th, 1903. 
ro the Honorable 
' John Hay, 
Secretary of State, 
Washington, D. 8. 
sir: 

I have the honor to report that the customary Autumn 
informal Imperial Audiences were given to the Diplomatic 
pody and to the ladies of the corps at the Summer Palace on 
the ninth and tenth of October, respectively. 

On the former occasion the heads of missions were in- 
formed on arriving that they were not to be asked to come 

upon the platform before the Throne, as has been the 
custom of late, the reason given being frivolous. 

The ladies' Audience on the following day passed off 
without incident. Both of these cccasions were character- 


ized by the presence of a number of people having no connec- 


tion with the Diplomatic body. 

The British Legation was not represented on either 
occasion, the ladies not being alle ed to go. The exact 
reason for this is nc known, though it is commonly supposed 
that this step was taken to show the disapproval of their 
Government of the action of the Bupress Dowager in having 
& journalist beaten to death not long ago. Others say, 
however, that it was due to irritation at the conduct of 
the Chinese in connection with some pending negotiations. 
It will be remembered that they did the same thing a year 
ago, 

IT have th honor to be, 
Sir, 


Your obedient servant, 
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No. 5. 5 * \ 


Mr. Conger 
To the Seeretary of State. 
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Transmitting decorations and letters patent 
given by Chinese Government to U. 8. Army Of- 
fieers concerned in protection of Forbidden 
City. Decoration ete of Lt. Hartshorne, 
deceased, to be forwarded to his family. 
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LEGATION OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA, 
PEKIN, CHINA. 


October 24th, 1905. 
fo the Honorable 
' John Hay, 
Secretary of State, 
Washington, D. C. 
Sir: 

Referring to Department Instruction No. 693, of July 
13th, 1905, I have the honor to transmit under separate 
eover the decorations given by the Chinese Government to 
the Officers designated by the War Department as those most 
concerned in the protection of the Forbidden City, together 
with the letters patent accompanying then. 

In the case of Lieutenant Benjamin M. Hartshorne, 
eines killed in the Philippines, it is requested by the 
Foreign Office that the decoration and letters be forwarded 
to his family. 

The decorations conferred are of the Order of the 
Double Dragon, Third Grade, Third Class. 

I have the honor to be, 
Sir, 


5 D * * 


Enclogures under separate cover. 
Decorations and letters patent for, 

Captain John M. Sigworth, 

First Lieutenant Clifton C. Kinney, 
First Lieutenant Benjamin M. Hartshorne, 
Second Lieutenant Paul M. Goodrich, 
Second Lieutenant Allen Smith, Jr., 
Second Lieutenant Robert 8. Clark. 


LEGATION OF THE UNITED STATES OF 
PEKIN, CHINA, 


Resognition of services of Capt. A. *. 
Brewster, Military Attachd, by Chinese 
Government by éonferfing decoration of 


the Grder of the Double Dragon, Third 
Grade, First Class. Decoration and a- 
Sep ing letters patent forwarded. 


yo. 74/7. 


LEGATION OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA, 
PEKIN, CHINA. 


October 24th, 1903. 


To the Honorable 
John Hay, 
Secretary of State, 
Washington, D. C. 
Sir: 

I have the honor to report that I have received a 
letter from the Foreign Office, stating that it being the 
desire of the Chinese Government to show some recognition 
of the services rendered by Captain A. W. Brewster, Mil- 
itary Attache of this Legation, during the late troubles, a 
decoration of the Order of the Double Dragon, Third Grade, 
First Clase, has been conferred upon hin. 

I have the honor to forward this decoration and the 
letters patent accompanying it, and to be, Sir, 

Your obedient servart, 


LC at gue aa 


Enclosures, under separate cover as above. 
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LEGATION OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA, . 22 
PEKIN, CHINA. * 
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dotober 24, 1903. 


fo the Secretary of state. 


/ 


Additional Acécount for purchase of iron for 
new Legation from Mon Iron Works transmitted. 
Draft in payRent of same forwarded to J. 9. 
Roberts, Sup't of Publie Buildings, San Fran- 


cisco, who will forward proper voucher. 


He 4% UA 1. 
re 


yo. /4/8, 
LEGATION OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA, 


PEKIN, CHINA. 


October 24th, 1903. 


To the Honorable 
’ 


John Hay, 
Secretary of State, 
Washington, D. C. 
Sir: 
* have the honor to trangmit herewith an additional 


account for the purchase of iron fram the Union Iron Works 
of San Francisco, for our new Legation. This iron could 
not be purchased here, and the reason fa pu chasing it 
without asking for bids has been explained to you ina 
previous despatch. 

I have sent the draft in payment for same to Mr. 
J. W. Roberts, Superintendent of Public Buildings at San 
Prancisco, asking him to exchange it with the Union Iron 
Yorks for the proper voucher, which will be forwarded to 
you by him to be placed with this account. I do this in 


order to save the delay and avoid the risk of trunmitt ing 


the voucher here and retranemitting it again to the United 
States. 
I have the honor to be, 
Sir, 


Your obedient gervant, 


. * “eget: 


Ehelosure; 


Account as above. 


RLEGRAM, | Secretary of State, 
| White oil, 9 19" 


Mlaahington. 


The enclosed message was received in cipher late this afternoon, As 


DO. FOR THE SECRETARY OF STATE: 


the State Department was closed, thought you might like to have a copy of 


it this evening---of course it will reach you in the usual way in the 


norning. 


October 25, 1903. 


— 
DIPLOMA 1 iG 


~ ; Noy 2 1903 | 
TELEGRAM RECEIVED IN CIPHER. 


— — BUREAU. | 
- TATE pros TG BUREAU 
SI 8 
V | Confer. - PEKING, 
33 Pe we Received October 25, 1903. 
e 


Secretary of State, 


Washington. oP 
25th. Prince Ching has handed me the following 


if Fs 1 
14575 x 


4 
ek an wee 


note: * 
"I have the honor to state that formerly, as a result 


of the trouble stirred up by the Boxers, in 1900, Manchuria 


was seized by Russian troops; afterwards, Plenipotentiaries 
of Russia and China held repeated consultations with a view 
to adjusting the matter, and on April 8th, 1902, agreed upon 
a convention consisting of four articles, for the handing 
back of Manchuria, in which convention it was distinctly 
(stated?) that all Russia troops occupying Manchuria should 
be withdrawn at three separate periods. The troops which 
were to have been withdrawn at the end of the first period 
were withdrawn at tle time agreed upon, (but?) as to the 
second and third periods those which should have been with- 
drawn at those dates have, up to the present, not yet been 
withdrawn, although my Board has repeatedly urged attention 
(to) the matter. It will be remembered that formerly, when 


* 


we consulted with the representatives of the various Powers 
here by 


TELEGRAM RECEIVED IN CIPHER. 


eo} oa—_____ 


Grom 
2 


J 


and agreed upon a common treaty, it was held by all to be 


their common purpose not to seize Chinese territory nor 
encroach upon her sovereignty, so as to secure a satis- 
factory settlement of the whole matter, a decision received 
with deep respect both in China and abroad. At present, 
Russia*s delay in withdrawing her troops, is not only not 
in harmony with the common purpose set forth, but the non- 
return of New Chwang~a treaty port— 1s an injury to the 
commerce of the various Powers and seriously effects the 
indemnity required by the protocol. The convention for 


the return of Manchuria has already been ratified by China 


and Russia, and although no formal notification was made, 

I believe the Minasters of the several Puwers were all ac- 
quainted with the contents of the treaty so that it was a 
matter of international discussion. The relations between 
China and the United States are of an unusually friendly 
character and moreover, it is stipulated in the first article 

»„—SUBjUnͤm, Zax, 

of the treaty, beteken, as a matter of chief importance that: 
"should any other Nation act unjustly or oppressively, in- 
formation being given of the same, there shall be mutual 


a 
assistance by using of their good offices to effect settlement 


ered by 
* ＋— ugs. 


TELEGRAM RECEIVED IN CIPHER. 


Wann 
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a 
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From . 


of the aifriculty.* Furthermore, the treaty just con- 

Ide 24h the United States contains a provision for the 
ypening of Moukden and Antung to trade, both of which places 
are in Manchuria, so that the interests of the United States 
are also, on this account, involved. I therefore have the 
honor to send this special note to urgently request Your 
Excellency to tfansmit the same to your honorable Govern- 
nent, asking its good offices for a settlement of this diffi- 
culty, that it may urge upon Russia to withdraw its troops 
in compliance with treaty stipulations, so as to preserve 
the ENTENTE CORDIALE. I also send for your examination 
copies of the demands made by Russia and of the replies of 
my Board, all of which is done in the hope that (I may have?) 
a reply. The Ministers of the Board as well as myself will 
be most grateful for this favor." 

Please telegraph instructions. I will forward corres- 
pondence mentioned by mail. 


CON BER. 


C. is Office, October 26, 1903. 10:50 
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eo OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA, Wei ig 4 


PEKIN, CHINA. 
D&C 11, 
903 


Getover 26, 1903 § BY pry, 


Mr. Conger to the 
Secretary of State. 


Subject: 
Pree entry of personal effects of foreign 


cOnsuls in China, courtesy of to be request- 
ed by representatives of other Powers. 


Minister Conger’s refus@ to join in request, 


reason of. 


wo. J /. 


LEGATION OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA, 
PEKIN, CHINA. 


det ber 26th, 1688. 


re the none rh tie 
vonn Ray, 
de bre taty of state, 
Washington, D. 0. 
Sir: 


The question of free entry fer the persona) supplies 


and effects of foreign Consuls in Chine has again been taken 
up dy the foreign Representatives here, and all of the Min- 
isters @kcept me are in favor of sending a note to the 
Chinese Government requesting puch free entry, not as «a 
right, dut as a courtesy. 

Since our Goverment does not extend such cow tesies 
te Pereign Consuls in the United States, and following the 
spirit of Department Inetructfions No. 655, of April 8th, 
2005, 1 bave declined to join. The other Ministers will 
therefore make the request by ident ie notes. 

I have the honor to be, 
Sir, 
Your bedient servant, 


2 LEE ta ogg 8 


WLU Ly * 


OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA, DEC 11 %% 
PEKIN, CHINA. 


BUREAY 


ye 


de todber 26, 1908 


in. 
* : aq 
[ 8 CHIEF CLERK, 


. Conger to the 28 DEC 8 1903 
Secretary of state. 


Department of State. 


Subject: 

Surrender of seé-cealled sedition prisoners de- 
manded by Vigerey of Nenking for trial and 
refused by Consuls. Dean of Diplomatic 
Corps suggests trial by Chinese Magistrate 
and Judge of Mixed Court. Correspondence 
enclosed. 


» 4 
wes: >. 
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No. IGLO. 


LEGATION OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA, 
PEKIN, CHINA. 


October 26th, 1905. 


To the Honorable 
; 
John Hay, 


Secretary of State, 


Washington, D. C. 


The Dean of the Diplomatic Corps recently ré selved 
from the Senior Consul at Shanghai, enclosing a letter from 


the Nanking Viceroy, requesting the surrender of the so- 


called sedition prisoners who are held in the municipal 


jail at the former place. 


After considerable discussion,which disclosed a great 


divergency of opinion, it Was, as a compromise, finally de- 


cided to authorize the Dean to suggest to the Consuls that 


they should reply to the Viceroy that they could not give 


up the prisoners, but to propose to have sit with the Judge 


of the Mixed Court at their trial, a Chinese Magistrate of 
sufficient rank to try like cases according to Chinese law. 
I enclose copies of both communications. 

The affair seems to have arrived at an actual 
impasse; the Chinese refusing to have the prisoners tried 
as agreed upon with the Taotai; and the Consuls refusing to 
surrender them. They ought not to be indefinitely held in 
prison without trial, neither ought they to be turned loose 
without punishment if guilty. It is therefore to be hoped 
that in the way proposed some satisfactory solution may be 
found. 


IT have the honor to be, 


Sir, 


Your obedient servant, 


rep — 
Enclosures: 4 A Cx, 1 


1. Dean of the Diplomatic Corps to the Senior Consul 
- General, Octo der 14th, 1903. 
2. Viceroy Wei to Mr. Goodnow. 


Enclosure Noy In Despatch No 4.2 


Peking, 14 October, 1903. 


vonsieur le Consul-general: 


J 
J'ai eu l'honneur de recevoir la lettre que vous 


avez bien voulu m'adresser en date du 10 Sept. dernier pour 


me communiquer Ta demande qui Vous a ete faite comme Doyen 
du Corps Consulaire de Shanghai, par le Gouverneur-general 
de Nankin, de lui livrer les redacteurs du Supac et autres 
accuses, au nombre de six personnes en tout, qui se trouvent 
dans la prison municipale, et je me suis empresse de la 
porter ala connaissance de mes Honorables Collegues. 

Le Corps Diplomatique est d'avis que dans leur reponse 
au Gouverneur-general Messieurs les Consuls devraient lui 
faire savoir qu'il ne sont pas en mesure de livrer les pre- 
venus, mais qu'ils sont prets a les faire juger par la Cour 
Mixte, au besoin renforcee par un Magistrat chinois de rang 
assez eleve pour pouvoir d apres la 101 chinoise juger un 
fait pareil. 

La Note de Messieurs les Consuls devrait prevoir le 
cas d'un refus de la part du Gouverneur~-géneral d'accepter 
cette proposition, et attirer Son attention sur 1'Impossibil- 


ite dans laquelle ils se trouveraient de maintenir les pre- 


venus indefiniment en etat d'arrestation preventive. 


Messieurs les Consuls pourraient ajouter que les pre- 


venus devraient etre juges selon les regles de la justice 


la plus stricte et devraient recevoir la punition qu'ils 


auront meritee s'ils seronts reconnus coupables. 


Enfin ils pourraient faire savoir au Gouv. Gen.qu'il 
parait desirable au Corps Diplomatique que des mesures 


/ * . / 
soient prevues des a present afin de prevenir le retour 


d'incidents analogues. 


— —y— 2. —— 


‘Enclosure No. In Despatch No. /K TO 
Peking, October 14th, 1903. 


The Consul General, 
J 


Sir: 
I have had the honor of receiving the letter which 


you were so good as to address to me under the date of 
September 10th last, to inform me of the request which has 
deen made to you as Dean of the Consular Body, at Shanghai, 
dy the Governor General & Nanking, to turn over w him the 
editors @ the Supao and other accused persons to the number 
of six in all, now confined in the municipal prison, md 

I have lost no time in bringing this to the attention of my 


Honorable Colleagues, 


The Diplomatic Corps is of the opinion that, in their 
answer to the Governor General, the Consuls ought to inform 
him that they are not prepared to deliver the accused per- 


sons, but that they are ready to have them tried by the 


Mixed Court, reinforced if necessary by a Chinese Magistrate 
of sufficiently high rank to have jurisdiction, under Chin- 
ese Laws, in cases of this class. 

The Consuls’ note should foresee the possibility 


of a refusal on the part of the Governor General to accept 


this proposition, amd should call his attention to the in- 


possibility of keeping the accused indefinitely imprisoned 
without trial, 

The Consuls might add that the accused ought to be 
judged according to the strictest rules d justice and, if 
found guilty, should receive the punishment which they de- 
serve. Finally they could inform the Governor General that 
the Diplomatic Corps thinks that steps should be taken at 


once to prevent the recurrence of incidents of this nature, 


Enclosure No.2 In Despatch No 2 
viceroy Wei to Mr. goodnow, U. 8. Consul General at Shang- 
hai, and Senior Consul. 


} 
In the matter of the @riminals Chang, Tsou and the 


other men who were seized at Shanghai, I have frequently 
instructed the Tactai to consult with you for the handing 
over of these men, and further have at different times con- 
municated with the several Consuls asking for the immediate 
return of these men, 

On looking into the British Treaty Section 21, one 
finds: if Chinese offenders take refuge in the houses or 
on board the vessels of British subjects at the open ports, 
they shall not be harboured or concealed, but shall be del- 
ivered up on due requisition by the Chinese authorities 
addressed to the British Consul." 


The Treaties with America, France, Germany, Russia, 


Japan, Italy, Belgium, Spain, Holland, Denmark, Austria 


are all very similar. 

In as much as these criminals are Ghinese, the place 
where the offence was committed, is a part of the Empire of 
China, and it is a duty to hand offenders back to the Chin- 
ese authorities for trial and punishment, all of these 
represent the sovereign rignts of China, which no country 
snould in any way infringe or violate, 

It is for this reason that it is inserted in the 
Treaties with all Powers that offenders shall not be har- 
boured or concealed, but shall be immediately delivered up; 
and this would be acting according to justice. 

If, when the Shanghai Taotai first discvcsed the nat- 
ter, he did say that the prisoners should be tried in the 
Mixed Court, and therefore you wish to consider this as a 
positive agreement, you do not know that the laws ¢ our 


nation provide that, "if a local official in the transac-- 


-jon of international matters, exceed the limit of his 
powers, then his actions shall not be upheld," 
ae 
In as much as Treaties are mutually agreed to by two 


} 
sovernments, the Officers of the two Powers should observe 


their provisions, and cannot on their own authority alter 


cr cancel them. 


At the present time according to the Treaties as well 


as the Shanghai Mixed Court Rules these criminals should all 


de handed over to the Chinese Authorities for trial and pun- 
ishment by them; and therefore of cow se they should be 
immediately handed over according to Treaty Regulation. 


Voreover the intent of these criminals was to throw the 


whole Wire into disorder, and China, in punishing these 
offenders, not only punishes criminals guilty of seditious 
practices, but also gives peace to the country and protectin 
to trade. 

I make this communication to you as Senior Consul 
Jeneral, with the raquest that you may in consert with your 
colleagues consider this matter and that you will with all 
despatch hand over the criminals in accordance with the 
Treaty and to the promotion of friendly relations. 


I hope you will take prompt action in all these mat- 


I am, etc. 


August SOth, 1903. 


OF THE UNITED STATES. OF AMERICA, 
PEKIN, CHINA. 


Getober 28, 1903 


fo. 142); 
; 


Mr. Conger to the 


Secretary of State. 


Subject: 


Clan of Allen N. Cameron forwarded, with 
recommendation of payment in sum of $75.96 


yo. / J, 


LEGATION OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA, 
PEKIN, CHINA. 


October 28th, 1903. 
To the Honorable 
John Hay, 
Secretary of State, 
Washington, D. C. 


Sir: 


Referring to Department instruction No. 673, of May 


14th last, I have/ the honor to return herein the claim of 
Allen J. Cameron with recommendation that it be allowed and 
paid in the of taels 120, which, at the rate of .633 
per tael, equ@ls $75.96, U. 8. gold. 

This is'the @mtire claim, except taels 60 for rent 
of house in Shanghai for six months while detained in lat- 
ter place awaiting settlement.” 

Such items were invariably disallowed by the claims 
Commission in all claims before them, amd it would be un- 
fair to follow another rule in Mr. Cameron's case. 

I have the honor to be, 
Sir, 


Your obedient servant, 


Enclosure: 


Claim as above. 


‘anna brie 
October 3146, 1903. 
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LEGATION OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA, 
PEKIN, CHINA. 


Getober 28, 1903. 


No. 1422,) 


Mr. Conger to the 
Secretary of State. 


Subject: 

Temporary Quarters pending construction of 
new Legation buildings .necessity of repairs 
te etc., Expenditure of rent allowance 
upon repairs. Necessity for continuation 


of appropriation for rent. 


Wo. INA. 


_ LEGATION OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA, 

PEKIN, CHINA. 
October 28th, 1903. 
To the Honorable 
John Hay, 
Secretary of State, 
Washington, D. C. 
sir: 

Referring to former correspondence concerning renting 
or preparing a place for the Legation while waiting the com- 
pletion of our new buildings, I have to report that the 
Architect is getting on very well with the new structures; 
i.@., he is constructing incomparably the best buildings 
vor @rected in China, but because he has been obliged to 
imetruct every artisan in methods of work unfamiliar to hin, 
the progress is very slow, and the buildings cannot possibly 
be ready for occupancy for at least eighteen months yet. 

It will, therefore, be necessary for all connected 
with the Legation to cccupy their present old Chinese quart- 
pre until that time. They can do this very comfortably if 
the buildings are kept in repair, but they are all very old, 
with mud and tile roofs, ad some of them with rapidly de- 
caying timbers, and will require continued patching. 

There is for the present fiscal year, a balance of 
rent account on hand of about $950.00. $300.00 of this is 
being expended on a residence for Mr. Fletcher, and about 
$500.00 will be required to repair the damage to the canal 
wall amd roadway caused by the storm mentioned in my des- 
pateh No. 1571, of August 2lst; hence it will be necessary 
te continue an appropriation for rent or repairs, but I 
think $2000.00 would be sufficient for the next fiscal 
year. 

I have the honor to be, 
Sir, 
Your obedient servant, 


m4, 


* ai 228 
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LEGATION OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA, |; 
: PEKIN, CHINA. l BUREAY. 


Getober 29, 1903. 


Mr. Conger to the 


Secretary of State. & ' 
9 
ast ae “AN 0 


Sa 


Subject: 


Request of Chinese Government for good offices 
of the United States to bring about evac- 
vation of Manchuria by Russia. 


— — t em of 25th inst. and Departzent 
t of: 28th inst. confirmed. 


Translation of corres ence between Russian 
aoe ster and Chinese reign Gffice trans- 
mitted. 


Future status of Manchuria. - 


BUREAU OF THE AMERICAN REPUBLICS 
MEMORANDUM 


Mr. Conger’s No. 1423 of Cet. 29, 193. 


In acknowledging receipt cf this despatch, I 
think Mr. Cenger s reperted reply te Prince Ching s 
request that this Government use its good offices 
with Russia to bring abcut a settlement of the pend 
ing difficulties as to the evacuation by Russia 
of Manchuria, may be approved. 

I would also call attention to the mention 
made in the enclosed copy of the reply of the 
Chinese Foreign Cffice to Mr. Lessar under date 
of September 26, 19C3, of a proposed “amendment 
to Article V of the Treaty cf 1898". The only 
Russo Chinese convention bearing date 1898 which 
I have ever seen is that leasing Port Art fur to 
Russia. An examination of Art. V of that conven- 


tion shows it is not the one referred to. 


I r Conger should receive a correct 


ccpy of this treaty and send it te the Department 

in case it is found, after examination of the In- 
dexes, that it is not on file here. As theprcevisions 
referred to in the note of the Foreign Cffice of 
Sept ember 26, 1903, seem to show that China has 
made concessions to Russia which apperently ccn- 


flict with “favcred nation treatwent“, it is im 


portant that we should know the exact @xtent cf these 


ccncessions. 


December 11, 19C3. 


No ./4 29, 


LEGATION OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA, 
PEKIN, CHINA. 


October 29th, 1903. 
So the Honorabi¢ 
John Hay; 
Secretary of State, 
Waelhington, D. C. 


I have the honor te confirm overleaf my telegram of 
the 25th instant, embodying the note of Prince Ch'ing re- 
questing the good offices of the United States Government 
in an effort to bring about the evacuation of Manchuria by 
the Russians, and your reply of the 28th, and to enclose 
translations of the correspondence between the Russian Min-~- 
ister and the Wai Yu Pu concerning the same subject, and 
which eecompanied the Prince's note. 

On the 23rd instant Prince Ch'ing called at the Le- 
gation, saying that he had come to talk confidentially with 
me over the Manshurian situation. I asked him if there were 
any new developments. He said not, but that as I well knew, 
they had, in April 1902, concluded a formal agreement with 
Russia that the whole of Manchuria should be turned back , 
to China by October Sth, 1903, but that some time previous 
to that date Russia had presented new and eherous conditions 
of withdrawal whieh China could not accept, end had so noti- 
Tied Russia, Russia had then replied that she would net 
withdraw unless her demands were accepted. Thus everything 
was blocked and China was helpless in the matter; that ali 


“the other Powers had personel ambitions in reference te 
China, or had such strained relatiors with Russia that they 


could not teak them to intercede; but the United States 

- de ing on eepecially friendly tems with both Russia and 
Chine, having large commercial interests in Manchuria, and 
having vegentiy erraueed by Treaty Tor the opening of two 
more Lgomkdties therein te foreign trade, he hoped it might 


‘ 


Telegram sent (Cipher) 
Peking, October 25th, 1903, 


Secstate, Washington. 

Twentyfifth. Prince ch ing has handed me the fol- 
lowing note, Quote: I have the honor to state that Ferner 
ly, as a result of the trouble stirred up by the “Boxers” iy 
1900, Manchuria was seized by Russian troops. Afterwards 
plenipotentiaries of Russia and China held repeated consult- 
ations with a view to adjusting the matter, and on April 
Bth, 1902, agreed upon a convention consisting ef four 
articles, for th handing back of Manchuria, in whieh con- 
vention it was distinctly stated that all Russian troops 
occupying Manchuria should be withdrawn at three Separate 
periods. The troops which were to have been withdrawn at 
the end of the first period, were withdrawn at the tine 
agreed upon, but as to the second and third periods these 
whieh should have been withdrawn at these dates have up to 
the present not yet been withdrawn, although ww Bowrdé hae 
repeatedly urged attention to the matter, 

It will be remembered that formerly when we consulted 
with the represq@tatives of the various Powers and agreed 
upon a common treaty it was held by all te be their comnon 
purpose not to seize Chinese territory nor encroath upon 
her sovereignty, so as to secure a satisfactory settlement 
of the whole matter, a decision received with deep respect 
both in China and abroad. 

At present Russia's delay in withdrawing her trees 
is not only not in harmony with the common purpose set forth, 
but the non-return of Newchwang, a treaty port, “49 m . 
jury to the commeree of the variow Powers and serien 
affects the indemnity required by the Pretesol. ‘The en 
vention for * return of Manchuria has already been retin 
fied by Chins and Russia, and although ne rens nod 
tion zu mate, daes Shp Mintowre een 
x 4 with the @ontents of the rresty, a0 theta? 


wae § ether of international eee. 


% 208 why Clear to take h the matter in.«a friendly way 
and in the interest of: general commerce and internat 
harnchy urge Ruseia to withdraw her military contro’ and 
retten the territory te China according to the terms of 
the original Agreement. 
ne aleo said that at the time this agreement was nade, 
all ef the Powers were informadiy mads acquainted with its 
terme, toe which they did not object, and that while not 
in fact parties to it, yet in spirit and interest they 
were, and any @ all ef them might properly insist with 
either Russia. or China uppen ite faithful performance, and 
that he had come at te suggestion of hia Colleagues, and 
Dy the command of the Weror, te beg de te ask my Govern- 
ment tone this intercession. 
| goo! 1¥orepiied: that: may. Government.was constantiy testify- 
‘Gng>iteoiuterest in; and. ite friendship: for, China, and 
that Ine eure étowonld. de glad to. see Ser miele ad- 
justment. of. the uwatter:whieh: would: restore: the territory 
to Chine and. rere the useertain and burdensome conditions 
) whieh were at ‘present so materially interfering with both 
native and foreign trade development; but that whether or 
not it would be possible fer it to in any way interfere, I 
eould not tell. However, since they so much desired it, 
if. he would put the request in writing I would immediately 
tranemit it to my Government, and I suggested that the same 
request be made threugh the Chinese Minister at Washington, 


and that he be inetructed to confer personally with you. 


This he agreed to 40, Arg on the evening ef the @4th I re- 
eie, Ma, note, 0 Seh pf which is enclosed, and on the 
nent day enciphered and forwarded it. _.. | 
10 . . PSY"PP4 SPF. , Nen, and 
AMG the Court, yan dee very pnstous. Troy. pre an 8 
rien ere een, for Af they eig ke BoBAA's 65 
. Shan pagpstontiy Give NN mh serritery, 


e - 


ang 


>) 


The relations between China and the Undated’ States ar, 
of an unusually friendly! charastér,/andemoresveriiWts sti, 
ulated in the first  arttele of thé Sreaty between then as 
a matter of chief dmportancd that, Quotere Shouldcmyoother 
nation act unjustly or oppressively;-inferhation being ciy- 
en of the same) there shall de tuttadiassistanes by the us- 
ing of their poodhotfites toteffeet’ a bettlement tor! the 
difficulty. Qudte.,/furthermore/the Treaty gust opmthaded 
with the United States contains a prerist eon fert gpen- 


ing of.Moukden and Antung to trade, both of which. places 
are in Manchuria; so. that! theydnterests: of! the UnitedsState 
are-also'on this &Becounteinyoived. ** s00 Dae” 6" far) 

I therefore: have theo honpoF to. send the special“ note 
to urgently request YourrExeehblency: to: trait these 
to your honeradle-Government) askifig iteegéed'offices for a 
settlement , oftthkie: diffitulty,thatcit/mayrargzettpos Russia 
to withdraw its*troopsPhid. compliance’ #ith treaty istépula- 
tions, se as*to’presetve the! éntuntéxcordiale.?cBratsc 
send for your‘ examination :copées ore thestemandembsde- by 
Russia and of the! rep 14 86 Beard all o whidh tp done 
in the hope that I nay het a pepiy.cs se "°o) bone evitan 

The Ministers of the ard, as well &svmyself will de 
most grateful for this faver. ‘Quote, .)''* 140 

Please télegraph instructions” "I* wilh - forward ‘dorres 
pondencée mentioned by*mailjeon eroo os of 32 Simanen: 

‘2 tecatcl ee €Signed)!Céngery? thee ef teeupes 
brs 


1 NAS 8298 > : b | 181 
Telegram teceived. per) 


eee tow of “Ole 34 etch * obtober tack?’ 10s. 


„t bedDiawio? bese betenqtioce vab dzen 


Conger, Peking. 
1 have submitted to the Président your telecram of 
the 25th inatant. “He is bure that, in view of the efforts 
constantly exerted by this Government. during tim abt three 
years to assist Chinese dovernment in its present Hic: 
* ies 


W 


? 1 


da 


ine 


4 AL, they, de abt, agree, then Russia keeps it, | 


rer rer Fhe, Niro, nent the. beginning of the eng te 
. OAR, rang, France, Greet, Britain, Japan, m4 Italy 


‘2 of „IF, Mapobprie,.3n any, way, dy the consent of Ching 


nun Bake, similar, gene, zd, their yarious elaims 


nde, nere, diffievlt to harmonize ‘than heretofore, be- 
cause, Quring the, last few years international interests 
Rave s0 developed in the Yangtze Valley that England's 


former reeognized aphere of influence there will undoubtedly 
now be contested by other Powers. 

It seems that the recent course of Russia in Manchuria, 
with whieh you are familiar, emphasizes the fact which has 
been apparent ali the time, that Russia intends not only 
te control dut to own, Manchuria, and hence whatever action 
is taken either here or at home must be in face of that 
fact. ü 

The present uncertainty as to the future of Manchuria 
is paralysing and destroying all trade therein. Continued 
military Occupation is suspending and annulling all extra- 
territorial rights and rendering absolutely value lese all 
American interests at Newchwang. It is then certainly te 
be hoped that some sort of definite settlement may soon be 
reached. 

I have communicated to Prince Ch“ ing the decision of 
the President as embodied in, your cipher telegram of the 


28th instant. 
I have the -honot to be, 
sir, . 
Your obedient servant, 
Enclosure; CM Cor 52, — 


Prince hl ing to Mr. Conger, October 24th, 1903, 


with enclosures. 


fes and trials, there can be ne übubt & his #incere As- 
position to afford every possibile friendly sérvice to that 
Government. We have steadily kept in sikht and used 11 
our influence in maintaining the territorial integrity’ or 
China, the restoration of' peaceful and vrattty Cov ernment 
and‘ the freedom of partial access to the colméros of &1) 
countries, objects to which all the principal nat ens of 
the earth are solemly pledged, but in the present emer+ 


gency, the President is at a loss to Wie in what way his 
good offices could practically be made available. He is not 
8 sufficiently aware of the nature of the claims of Russia 
against China nor of the concessions already made by the 
Chinese Imperial Government, to be a ble to decide what 
steps on his part woulda tontribute to the end so much to 


. 7 
9 


be desired. 
(Signed) Hay. 


1 


lot 


mnclesure No. In Despatch No. / 
Prince ch“ ing to Mr. Conger. 

, I have the honor to state that formerly, as a result 
of the trouble stirred up by the Boxers in 1900, the "Three 
Eastern Provinces" of China (Manchuria)were seized by Rus- 
Sian troops. Afterwards Plenipotentiaries of the two 
Powers, Russia and China,held repeated consultations witha 
view to adjusting the matter, and on the First of the Third 
Moon WòIII Year of Kuanghsu, (April 8th, 1902), reed upon 


— — —— —-V— — — 


a convention consisting of fou articles, for the handing 
back of these "Three Rast ern Provinces," in which connection 
it-was distinctly stated that all Russian troops occupying 


the "Three Eastern Provinces" should be withdrawn at three 


separate periods. The troeps which were to have been with- 


drawn at the end of the first period, were withdrawn at 


the time agreed upon, but as to the second and third per- 


iods the troops which should have been withdrawn at those 


dates have up to the present not yet been withdrawn, al- 


though my Board has repeatedly urged attention to the 


matter. 


It will be remembered that formerly when we consulted 


with the representatives of the various Powers and agreed 


upon a common treaty (Protocol) it was held by all to be 


to 
their common purpose not,seize Chinese territory nor en- 


croach upon her sovereignty, so as to secure a satisfactory 


settlement of the whole matter, a decision received with 


deep respect both in China ad abroad. 


At present Russia's delay in withdrawire her troops 


is not only not in harmony with the common purpose set forth 


but the non-return of Newchwang, a treaty port, is ~ in- 1 


jury to the commerce of the various Powers and seriously 


affects the indemnity required by the Protocol. The con- 1 


vention for the return of Manchuria has already been rati~ 


fied by the two Governments, China and Russia, and al though 


no formal notification vas made, I believe the Ministers of 
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the several Powers were all acquainted with the contents 


of the treaty, so that it was a matter of international dis- 


cubsion. 


The relations “etween China and the United States 


are of an unusually friendly character, and moreover it is 


stipulated in the First Article of the Treaty between them 


as a matter of chief importance that "should any other na- 


tion act unjustly or oppressively, information being given 


of the same, there shall be mutual assistance by the using 


of their good offices to effect a settlement of the diffi- 


Furthermore the Treaty just concluded with the 


culty." 


United States contains a provision for the opening of Mouk- 
den and Antung to trade, both of which places are in Man- 


churia, so that the interests of the United States are also 


on this account involved. 


I therefore have the honor to send this special note 


to urgently request Your Excellency to transmit the same to 


your honor@ le Government asking its good offices fora 


settlement of this difficulty, that it may urge upon Russia 


to withdraw its troops in compliance with treaty stipula- 


tions, se as to preserve the entente cordiale. I also send 


for your examination copies of the demands made by Russia ; 
and of the replies of my Board, all of whichis dor in the 
hope that I may have a reply. 

The Ministers of the Board as well as myself will be 
most grateful for this favor. 

I avail myseif d the opportunity to wish you the 
compliments of the day. 

One Enclosure, copies of correspondence as above -men- 
tioned. 
Card of Prince Ch'ing. 


Ninth Moon, 5th Day. (October 24th, 1903) 


* 


Inclosure in FP. 0. Ho. §59. 
Copies of Despatches between the 
Russian Minister and the Chinese 
| Board of Foreign Affaire. In re Sit- 
uation in Manchuria. 
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1. H. B. Lesser to Chinese Foreign office Sept. sth. 1903. 

Recently ve have consulted together several times as to 
some satisfactory arrangement with regard to the "Three Eastern 
Provinces" (Manchmria) agreeing that within a few days they 
should be restored (to China). These "Three Eastern Provinces" 
are umier the dominion of China and your honorable Government 
some tune distinetiy stated that it would not alienate them 
to any Power whatsoever. I shall be greatly pleased to receive 

from your honorable Government an explicit statement in writing 
to the effect that it will not alienate to any Power whatsoever 
either by lease or as a pledge any place at all within the 
"Three Bastern Provinces", so that I may be able to transmit 


the same to my Government. 


2. Reply t the Foreign Office to Mr. Lessar: Sept. 18th. 1903. 


With regard to the "Three Eastern Provinces", thanks to 
the high respect shown by your honorable Government for the cor- 
dial relations (existing between our Governments) it has consent 
ed at once to restore the said provinces. As they are the ori- 
ginal home of the Chinese Imperial Pamily they are of great im- 
portance; their relatiens are of meh concern, and the must 
ever remain under the dominion of China; on no account can they 
be surrendered to any other Power. Hereafter mould any nation 
whatever select any place there either for lease or pledge it 
would manifestly be prejudicial to the sovereignty of China, and 
Chima would not be able at all to consent. As to the future op- 
ening by China herself of ports for international trade, and the 
coming there of merchants of various nationalities for residerice 


and trade, as well as the building ‘of chapels by missionaries, 
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as these would not involve any loss by China of her independence, 
they can all be dealt with in accordance with regulations. 
Jee 


3. Mr. Lesser to the Foreign Office: Sept.9th.1903. 


It is mow not far from the time agreed upon for the with- 
drawal of the several Russian armies from the "Three Eastern 
Provinces". At that time there will be left in the "Three Eas- 
tern Provinces" several branches of the Russo) chinese Bank. This 
is an enterprise belonging jointly to China and Russia. At pre- 
sent these branches have Russian soldiers to guard them; on the 
withdrawal of the Russian troops it will be necessary to request 
the detail of Chinese soldiers from the troops of the several 
ratter Generals of the "Three Eastern Provinces" to take the 
place of the Russian soldiers in guarding these branch banks. 
The pay of these soldiers should be provided by the said branch 
banks. I have to request that you will send instrwtions to tk 
several Tarter Generals of the "Three Eastern Provimees" to act 


accordingly, and I hope I may have a reply. 


4. Reply of the Foreign Office to Mr. Lessar:Sept.14.1905. 


As to the Russo-Chinese Bank it was originally establishd 
jointly by China and Russie. It is the duty of China to protet 
the branches established in the "Three Eastern Provinces". On 
the withdrawal of the troops of your honorable country it will 
be necessary for this Board to send instructions to t he Tarter 
Generals of the "Three Eastern Provinces" to select efficient 
troops and send them to the several branch banks for their pro- 


tection. Their pay will also be proved by China lerself. 


5.Mr.Lessar to the Foreign Office: Zept. 16th. 1903. 


Newchwang is an international commercial port, As ships ¢ 
various nationalities arrive they frequently bring Ain contagious 
| : , * , 10e bi ’ . 4 32 
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present the Russian Government las taken measures to prevent 


infection which are very satisfactory. But Newchwang is soon » 
be restored te China and it becomes necessary to consult and a- 
gree upon the management of this matter. The Chinese Government 
ought te adopt the methods ire at Shanghai, Tientsin and 
other places. The necessary funis ought to be provided by the 


said port itself. Aside from the measures to be adopted by the 

Chinese Government it will be necessary for Russian officials 

to enforce regulations at places along the railway in the "Three 

Eastern Provinces® and along the frontier. There ought there- 

fore to be mutual agreement upon uniform measures, and the Cus- 

toms Taot’ai in whatever future measures he may adopt ought toin 
- vite a Russian physician to consutt with him and agree upon some 


uniform and satisfactory method of dealing with the matter. 


6. The Foreign Office to Mr. Lessar: Sept. 20th. 1903. 


The establishment of quarantine bureaux at the ports of 


international trade is an excellent method for the protection 
of life. After Newchwang shall have been restored it will become 


necessaryf for this Board to instruct the Shan-Hai Customs Tao- 


t'ai (Taot'ai of Newchwang) to give careful attention to th: 


matter adopting such regulations as are employed at Tientsin, 
Shanghai and elséwhere for the prevention of infection, and in 


whatever methods he may adopt for inspection to also invite a 


Russ len physician . The necessary funds will be provided by the 


said Taot'ai. As to your suggestion that measures should de ta- 


ken for the protection of places along the railway: and on the 


frontier, we infer that the intention of your honorable Govern- 


ment is to secure the adoption of efficient measures to prevent 
' 


the spread of pestilence. But, as measures have been already 


agreed upon at Newe h wang and as the methods to be adopted along 


the railways beyond the Chinese frontier are wholly to be enforce 
ed by your honorable Government,it will be necessary only to en- 
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spread of infection into Siberia, and it is not necessary to 
consult about any measures for the protection of the various 

places along the railway within the boundaries of the "Three 

kast ern Provinces". All, we trust, will be of benefit in pro- 
tecting life, while at the same time enabling Chinese and foreign, 
ers of 411 nationalities to travel to and fro without obstruction 
and in comfort. 


Mr. Lessar to the Foreign Office:Sept.20th.1903. 


It is important that the railway in the Three Eastern 


Provinces" should become quickly a source of profit. In the fu- 


ture this railway will become the property of China, and, as 


Russia has expended a large sum of money in building this road, 


it is of the first importance that encouragement should be given 


to the Shipment of freight from a large area. Some method 
ought to be adopted therefore to render it easy for distant 


Places to send their goods to the stations. For instance 


the water-way provided by the Sungari River and the high way from 


Tsitsihar through Mergen to Blagoveschensk furnish a convenient 


thoroughfares. Every effort ought to be made therefore to pro- 


mote this trade. My Government's desire is to arrange satisfac- 


tor iy for its future management. First, it proposes that in or- 
der te protect wessels navigating the Sungari River and the tel- 
egraph lines Russia shall have authority to establish trading 
stations as needed along the river and station a sufficient 


number of troops to protect godowns and goods: Secondly that 
Russia shall have temporary huthority té establish post stations 
for the protest ten ee theeroad from the railway through Tsitsi- 
har and Mergen to Blagoveschensk, so as to prevent robbery and 
disorder. 1 have to request that you will take the matter into 
consideration and send reply that I may transmit the same to 

my Government. 


8. Reply of Boreign Office to Ad 1 1903. 
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With regard to the nattenof the navigation of the Sun- 


105 

iF gari River the XVIII Article of the revised Treaty between 

* China and Russia of the VII Year of Kuanghsti (1881) clearly 

, provided that “The two Governments will proceed to the es- 

a tablishment of an understanding concerning the mode of ap- 

a plication of the said stipulations." Afterwards in the 
XXIII Year of Kuanghsu (1897) the Tsungli Yamen and Mr. 

‘ "Pa," formerly Charge d'Affaires for Russia arranged cer- 
tain Rules of Navigation to be adopted by China md Russia 
but they were not adopted. If the navigation at present be 

* indeed of mutual advantage and profit, of course the matter 


may be taken up again and dealt with. Afterwards when the 


Regulations are put into operation an investigation may be 


made and China herself will select certain places and es- 


tablish such treding stations as may be required. China 
. 


* 
will also herself send troops to guard these places; and 


the telegraph lines must also be put up by China who will 
1 0 


send troops for their special protection. As to tle matter 


mentioned in your despateh concerning the establies ment of 


those stations on the highway from Tsit¢tsihar through Mergen 


to Blagoveschensk, we find that formerly there existed some 


ten stations between Tsitsihar and Helampo on your frontier. 


Hereafter China will herself put these stations in order as 


heretofore and detail troops to protect them, so as to pre- 


vent any trouble. According to international law each sov- 


 ereign Power protects its own territory. The "Three Eastern 


Provinces" are within the sovereign jurisdiction of China 


and it therefore becomes the duty of China to protect them 


so that passengers and goods may safely pass through, the 


railway prosper and both our countries derive profit there- 


0 from. 


x 9. Mr. Lessar to the Foreign Office: Sept. 2lst,1903, 


In the VIII Article of the n A Treaty nego- 


2 . 2 7 
ee 


2 DB 
Janet az 
dist? 


111 
rTy 
X ets tevi 
nH 4 
1 


. , * 25 . N 
9 in .. a 19 


tiated last year at Shanghai between China and Great Brit- 
ain it is stipulated that the excise on machine made goods 
shall be collected by the Imperial Maritime Customs, and 


that the Viceroys md Governors of the several Provinces 


shall select a member or members of the staff of the Imper- 


ial Maritime Customs and after consultation with the In- 


spector General shall appoint them to each province to sup- 


ervise native customs affairs, the Consumption Tax, and tax- 


es on salt and native opium: Moreover in the First Moon of 


the XXIV Year of Kuanghsu the Tsungli Yamen sent a despatch 


by way of reply to the British Government, saying: "Inas- 


much as the Commissioners of Customs heretofore have been 


British subjects, British subjects may continue hereafter 


to be so employed, but the trade d Great Britain at the 


various ports of China must be greater than that of my 


other country." It follows therefore that China can not 


select men of other nationality for such employment. The 


said Inspector General is still for the most part under 
the control of his own Government, and the men whom he 
appoints are after all really his men, and the Imperial 
Treasury of China must eventually be entirely under his con- 
trol. There is here apparently a surrender in a small 
degree of China's sovereignty to another Power. This isa 
matter of great concern to Russia. Should the said Power 
interfere in the relations between China and Russia, it will 
not be possible to preserve friendly relations. On this 
account, if China must invite foreigners to take control 

of administrative details, the authority of such foreigner 
can not extend to affairs in the northern part of China, 
where she ms t still retain independent control of adminis- 
trative affairs. And, if the Chinese Government finds it 
absolutely necessary to invite a foreigner, she ought first 


to consult Russia. I hope I may have a reply whic I may 


tranmit to my Government. 
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10. The Foreign Office in reply to Mr. Lessar, 
September 25th, 1903. 

As to the matter of the Inspector General of the Im- 
per tal Maritime Customs, although a British subject has held 
the post for over forty years, all matters pertaining to 
the levying of duties have been determined by the Chinese 
Government, and there has been no such thing as a surrender 
in small degree of its sovereignty. The Commissioners of 
Customs employed at the various ports have been men of all 
nationalities and not British subjects alone. In the VIII 
Article of the revised Anglo-Chinese Treaty concerning the 
method of collecting the duty on machine made goods and 
other taxes it is expressly stated that the Viceroys and 
Governors of the several provinces shall themselves select 
and appoint members of the staff of the Imperial Maritime 
Customs; they are required only to consult with the In- 
spector Customs; the authority is still China's. The 
Customs are intimately connected with the finances of the 
State and whenever China shall have officials familiar with 
Customs affairs, she ought of cowse to appoint them. As 
to the statement in your despatch that she has invited 


foreigners to control the administration of the Government, 


China is an independent state, and no matter what part of 


her territory is referred to the administrative control is 


her own. She has not engaged ay foreigner to take charge 


of the administration, to the injury of her own sovereignty. 


11. Mr. Lessar to the Foreign Office, Sept. 20th, 1903. 


Russia has occupied the "Three Eastern Provinces" for 


three years in order to secure the peace of the region. The 


expense of supporting her troops there has been very great. 


Moreover du ing that period many business enterprises have 


been established there, some of which were sanctioned by 


the Peking Govermment and others agreed to by the local au- 
thorities. The capital of Russian 8 
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these enterprises is very large. The local authorities 
have not only not opposed these enterprises but they have 
assisted them. If therefae they should now be prohibited, 
We ought 


heavy losses will be caused to those interested. 


to consult together at this time and come to agreement as 


to these matters. I have received instructions from my 


Government that agreement must be made as follows: 


I also send inclosed memorandum. 


(Despateh is not copied in full, and inclosure not at all, 


but the following note is appended to sentence marked (*). 


E.T.W.) 


nis refers to the industrial, mercantile and mining 


enterprises in the province of Liao-tung and the lumber and 


mining concessions in the three provinces, set fa th in de- 
tail in the reply of our Board. (Indorsement of Chinese 
Foreign Office). 
12. Reply of the Foreign Office to Mr. Lesgsar, 
September 26th, 1905. 
Ow Board has received your despatch requesting tha“ 
certain mining, industrial and mercantile concessions be 
given to Russian subjects in the province of Liao-tung, and 
proposing an amendment of Article V of the Treaty of Kuang- 
hsu XXIV Year (1898). 
As to this matter it is distinctly stipulated in the 

Treaty between China and Russia that there shall be no 
alienation of territory for the use of any other Power, nor 
any concessions given for railway, mining, industrial or 

| merfentile enterprises. This Treaty has been observed a 
long time without any misunderstanding, and, if we now un- 
dertake to revise it, perhaps persons of other nationalities 
may demand 411 sorts of concessions in the said territory 


and China will find it difficult to refuse them; it is 


therefore inconvenient to revise the Treaty. 


Your despatch further says that the rights obtained 
by 
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dy Russian subjects and firms in the "Three Eastern Provinces" 

during the term of occupation ought of course to be confirmed 

to them. | ! 
As to this matter, after the "Three Eastern Provinces" 

shall have been restored the method of precedure in all cases 

ought to be exactly the same as before the seizure of the terri- 


tory;. but China must conscientiously carry out the provisions 


of the second Article of the Convention relating to the res- 
toration of Manchuria by protecting t he Russian subjects and 


firms in the "Three Nas tern Provinces". As to the request tha 
trade questions relating to enterprises already established in 
Manchuria as well as to concessions not yet approved at Peking 
may @ll be clearly settled, said questions being set forth in 
your Memorandum inclosed in your despatch, we have to say;-With 
regard to the timber concession on the Yalu River, some time 

ago we received a letter from the Tarter General of Shengking, 
saying that the local officials had agreed with the Russian mer- 
chant Mr. "Li-wo-fu", that Chinese merchants having permits to 
cut timber to sell to the Russian merchants should pay an annual 
tax according to the Regulations. He further said that he had 
already written to Admiral Alexieff to that effect, of which 


The regulations of the "Sen-lin® Company sent 


there was record. 


by the Russian merchant: it is not convenient to consider again. 


As to the draft treaty concerning the coal mines of Manchuria 


our Board formerly submitted a clear memorial upon the subject 


to the effect that they were limited to the region included 


within a distance of thirty 11 from the railway, and distinctly 


stating that the Company (Russian] would have no right to int er- 


fere with the working of mine s by any persons whatever outside 


this 30 14 limit. We also sent instructions to the several Tar- 


ter Generals of the "Three Eastern Provinces" to settle the de- 


tails of their operation with the Russian Agent. With regard 
to the draft Treaty concerning the Amur gold nin 8 our Board 
finding that the of places given in it were incorreet and 
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„ Soule and report to our Board, after which the matte 
vould be taken inte consideration again. Up to the present time, 
however, We have received no reply. As to the request that ve 
rould grant future mining, mercantile and industrial concessions 
to Russian subjects, the se are enterprises that China herself 
should und er take and it i¢ impossible for us to direct that Rus- 
sians be permitted to appropriate them wholesale. In a word 


among the matters discussed in your despatch are some cases un- 


der consideration which have not yet been settled and which lo- 
cal officials in connec tion with Russian officials may consider 
and decide, Other concessions which we consider it difficult 

to grant have nothing to do with the present matter of withdrayw- 
ing the troeps and turning over the administration. 
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sist. A short tine ago a chinese bandit in the 


a 


employ of Russians on the Yalu was surrendered to Chinese 
authorities and forthwith, without due authority, executed 
by a Chinese military official. Russians then demanded 


removal of the Taotai of Antung, and the summary execution 


r 
* 


of the military official. Chinese Government offered to 
* * 
dismiss the Taotai and permanently banish the military 


31 


official, but on the 24th instant, while the matter was under 
discussion in Peking, the Russian authorities demanded of the 
Governor General, as an ultimatum, execution of the official 


within five days, threatening to reoccupy Mukden in case of 


failure. On the 29th, while the Russian Minister and the 


Chinese Government were still discussing the question, Russian 


forces reoccupied Mukden, taking possession of the offices and 


barricading the gates. 
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